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VISIT TO SPAIN. 

CHAPTER 1. 

JOURNEY FEOM LONDON TO BOEDEAUX* 

The singular situation in which Spain was placed towards 
the close of the year 1822, the probability that the revolu- 
tion of that country would be brought under the conader- 
ation of the Congress of Verona, and a curiosity to see the 
theatre of so many British victories, were my principal in- . 
ducements to visit the Peninsula. The reader has here the 
results of such observations, as considerable opportunity, 
and the nlost perfect freedom fix)m bias, enabled me to make 
during the six months immediately preceding the French 
invasion — ^perhaps the most important and diversified period 
that has occurred since the close of the Peninsular war. 

I left London in October, 1822. The passage to Calais October 15. 
was rather a rough one, which none biit a steam-vessel, 
and that such a one as the Dasher, could have attempted 
to make. This finely constructed boat, indeed, would ride 
over much rougher seas, as she turns in the water with 
the facility of one of its native inhabitants. Every pas- 
senger on board, with the exception of three or four, was 
excesavely ill. The floor of the cabin showed that the sea, 
like Death, levels all dJi^dnctions ; for there were strewed, at 
full length, ladies an<¥ their maids, gentlemen and children, 
English, French, and Spaniards, without any particular at- 
tention to the wants and sufferings of each other. 
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October. Pilot boats came out, and landed the greater number of 
the passengers before six o'clock ; but the tide then rapidly 
falling, the rest of the passengers had the comfortable enjoy- 
ment of four hours more on board the packet. This was 
as bad as a second voyage. Before eleven all were landed 
without accident; and, as soon as they touched land, the 
ladies began to laugh and talk away, as if nothing had hap- 
pened in the way of indisposition. 
I8th. , I reached Paris on the 18th. As we passed through 
Beauvais, we learned that the vintage, which had only been 
just finished, was one of the finest that has been known for 
§ome years. The vines had scarcely yet lost any of their 
foliage, but the deep tints of yellow which they were every 
where beginning to assume, marked die approach of winter. 
Hitherto the autumn had been very mild.' 

It is not until you approach Beauvais that you be^n to 
see the true costume and character, both of the French 
people and of French scenery. Fipe sweeps of hills, covered 
with underwood, meet the eye in every direction. The 
valleys are frequently planted with poplars, which some- 
times form a long line, or enclose a square field ; and are 
sometimes so grouped together on the half ascents of tlie 
hills, that at a distance their spiral tops, and the vistas 
which they afford, resemble the ruins of monasteries. South 
of Beauvais there is a vale so beautifully planted with these 
picturesque trees, that it deserves the name of the " Valley 
of Poplars.*" But whether it is that such scenes as these 
impress the mind with an idea of solitude, leading to me- 
lancholy, though not unpleasing, associations; or whether 
it is that they are rarely decorated by chateaus, which 
might speak of a resident and active nobiUty, there is no- 
thing in them, after all, but the unvarying beauty of still 
life. Here and there you see a woman driving her cows 
a-field. Now and then, a shepherd is seen on the side of 
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a hill, while his scanty flock browzes on the green declivity. October. 
But these infrequent objects serve only to render the general 
stillness more palpable to the sense, and to deepen the 
contrast which it presents to the ever-breathing scenery of 
England. 

Having remained only five days in Paris, I should not 
perhaps be excused if I went into any length of observation 
upon the peculiarities of that capital. I may, however, be 
permitted to state, that during the time of divine service, it 
appeared to me that the duties of the Sabbath were much 
more generally attended to than I had been led to expect. 
High mass was celebrated in the cathedral of Notre Dame, 
at which the Archbishop of Paris (De Quelen) attended. 
There was a large congregation, and they seemed to be all 
deeply impressed with a sense of religion. The other 
churches of the capital were, however, much better attended 
than the cathedral, — such of them as I saw during the hours 
ci service were crowded. In these churches all was silent 
prayer ; not the decorum of restraint, but ^ncere and earnest 
attention. What proportion these congregations bear to the 
idle, the irreligious, and the dissipated of the metropolis, it 
would be difficult to ascertain. There were very few shops 
open« The confectioners, traiteurs, small dealers in fruits, 
wines, and hardware exposed their windows as usual ; but 
perhaps it may be assumed that the greater part even of these 
were Jews. All the shops, except two or three, in the Palais 
Royal were closed. In some quarters of the capital builders 
and labourers were at work? and several low mechanics pur- 
sued their occupations. But whatever is respectable in Paris 
observed the Sunday witli as much strictness as we do in 
England. . 

One can scarcely move a step in Paris without seeing 
soldiers in every direction. The gens d'armes are for ever 
before the eye. In Paris, the miUtary claim the ascendant 
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October, every where, and it is easily yielded to them. Tlie people 
have no averaon to the sight of helmets and sabres; they 
rather court the conversation of the gens d'armes, and the 
intercourse between all classes of arms and the citizens seems 
to be carried on upon a friendly footing. Yet it may be 
said that the government is seldom heard of; it scarcely 
comes in contact with the people in their usual haunts and 
habits. It seems to be almost a secret influence, providing, 
in a different region, for the peace and happiness of its sub- 
jects. A man of industry, good conduct, proper sentiments 
of hberty, and of due regard for the laws, might live for 
half a century here without knowing that there was such a 
thing as an active and refined system of police. Those only 
who are inimical to order, who wish to push their own for- 
times at the expense of the community, who can live only in 
the torch-light of conspiracies ; men, in fact, who are little 
less than banditti — ^these alone are taught to feel that there 
is a government of power above their heads, and that their 
adventurous and selfish ambition is npt likely to be gratified 
by sacrificing the repose of thirty millions of people. 

What I have observed with my own eyes would be suf- 
ficient to sustain these observations. A native of Burgundy, 
with whom I casually conversed, confirmed them by the 
view which he gave me of that part of France. He was an 
intelligent, well-informed gentleman, of no school of politics, 
who neither loved nor hated the monarchy, and who seemed 
very properly to consider the ministry as the true object of a 
freeman's attention. Speaking the opinion of that part of 
the coimtry, he said that M. de Villele's character was popular 
there, on account of his integrity, the unsullied purity of his 
life, his thorough acquaintance with the interests, and his 
inviolable attachment to the new institutions of France. 
The French, he observed, were a most supple and docile 
people, easy to be governed, and averse to political agita- 
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tions. As to Lafayette^ Lafitte, Constant^ and Foy, they Ckiober 
were absolutely nothing. Their discourses in the Chamber 
had not the slightest influence in the country-*-men of no 
connQxions^— who wished to take the helm of empire into 
thdr own hands, and who, if they had it, would be as in- 
tolerant of public opinion as they were of a successful and 
vigorous government. 

I left' Paris in the evening, for Tours, and arrived at 23d. 
Orleans just as the sun was rising. Its jSrst beams were in^ 
tercepted by clouds, whidi assumed a pale saflron colour 
of a delicate hile, here and there tinged with gold. The 
cathedral and its two lofty and magnificent towers looked 
to great advantage, as seen against this beautiful sky of 
morning. 

Immediately after leaving Orleans, a stranger is surprised 
by the novelty, and delighted with the beauty of the scenery 
which he sees spread around him« On o^e side the country 
is indeed flat, but it is covered with vineyards ; and though 
the leaves were now faded on the vine-stems^ cme easily 
^ imagines the effect which they must have when burdened 
with grapes, and smiling in their summer foliage. On the 
other »de, the Loire, that source of romantic assodadons, 
gives to view a wide, tranquil sheet of water, whose undula- 
tion is so gentle, that it is scarcely observed to move, though 
it has to make a progress of more than five hundred miles. 
Here and there you see moored, or floating upon its im- 
ruffled bosom, some of those single-masted boats which are 
so frequently to be met with navigating this river. They 
are flat-bottomed, bang constructed merely for carriage ; 
thdr sides are not deep, and the poop gradually slopes off in 
a square form. Whether they are seen with the mast alone, 
and the slight cordage that passes from the summit to each 
extremity of the vessel, or whether they present themselves 
to the eye with their large, square, white sails extended, they 
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October, always form picturesque objects, and gvve diversity as weD 
as animation to the scene. They were generally laden with 
wine — ^the wine of the last vintage, which was in small casks, 
of the size of our English hogshead. When the hreeze 
is favourable, they spread the sail: in calm or adverse 
weather, they depend upon their oars. The distant bank 
in the vicinity of Orleans is level near the water, but at 
a short distance it rises gently, and terminates in a ridge, 
which runs parallel with the river for several leagues. The 
space between the Loire and this ridge is richly cultivated; 
the seat of many chateaus or villas, which shine out from, 
amidst thick green underwood, and tall poplar trees ; vine- 
yards also crown the hill and enrich the vale down to the 
very mar^n of the stream. Several of these chateaus are 
large, but the greater number of them are on a moderate 
scale. A few of them are inhabited by English families at 
present, but the favourite resort of our emigrant countrymen 
seems to be towards Blois and Tours. 

The road from OrleaaMkifiL-Tours winds along the Loire, 
in some places hanging immediately over the river, arid never 
receding from it beyond twenty or thirty paces. We met 
frequently on the road light waggons laden with new wine 
in pipes. Some of these were drawn by six, some by five, 
four, and three horses, according to the number of casks, 
allowing two for each horse. Whatever the number c*f 
horses to each waggon, they were yoked in a single line, 
never two a breast, as in England. Of other travellers there 
were few. Two or three diligences well filled, three or four 
mouldy French cabriolets, two French carriages threateiling 
to break down, and a pair of mounted gens-d'^armes, charged 
with correspondence to a neighbouring division of police, 
were all we encountered, unless we except a party of pedes- 
trians, who were refreshing themselves on the side of the 
road. One of these had a gourd-shell hung round his nedc 
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by a o6rd, from which he now and then took a measure of October. 
hrandy^ for himself or his companions. Another held in his 
hand a small earthen jar of wine, from which he seemed to 
have just taken a hberal portion. Bread, with cheese and 
garlick, they seemed to have provided in abundance, though 
it was observed, that they did not invite to partake of their 
fare a solitary straggler, who had just passed them, and 
cast a longing look at their good cheer. He even took his 
bundle from the end of the stick, which h^ supported on his 
right shoulder, under the pretence of re-arranging it, that 
he might linger near them. But Ithey looked every where 
except where the straggler, stood, and at length he pursued 
his way. 

The first place you meet of any consequence is Beau- 
gency. It has the remains of a long high wall, which 
formed its very old* fortifications. Some of the towers, 
which are of a round form, remain. In the middle of the 
town there is a large, square, high castle, which overlooks 
a considerable extent of country, ^here is also a handsome 
bridge over the Loire, and several boats, hke those before 
described, were moored in the river, laden with wine. For 
scmie miles of the approach to Beaugency there are de- 
clivities on both ^es of the Loire, which are highly pic- 
turesque. The slopes towards the river are either thickly 
wooded, or laid out in lawns, vineyards, or gardens. It 
must not be imagined, however, that either the lawns or 
gardens of this country are as handsome as those in England. 
Their glades have nothing of the rich deep green of our 
island; and as to the gardens, they are generally, except 
where English taste has made innovations, the most formal 
and uninteresting parts of the whole prospect 

The next town you pass through after leaving Beau- 
gency ia Bloia, the approach to which is picturesque in 
the extreme. The road runs along the half-ascent of a 
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October, lofty hill. On your right hand are numerous little viUas, 
built in a modem style, without much regularity as to their 
location, but perched wherever a gentle declivity or a level 
spot could be found. They have small gardens before 
them, and are covered in front with vine trees. On the left, 
the descent is abrupt from the road; but immediately below, 
between the road and the Loire, there is a charming valley, 
planted with ash, poplar, and elm trees, whose tops are 
overlooked by the traveller. The valley is intersected by 
several streams, and in summer it must afi^rd a delightful 
retreat from the excessive warmth of tioontide. Beyond 
this valley spreads the broad mirror of the Loire, for such it 
seems to be, so unruffled is its surface, so calm and ^ent is 
the passage of its ever flowing waters. 

It is impossible to paint in any language the variety and 
enchantment of the scenery which extends on each side of 
the Loire, from Blois to Amboise, Chanteloup, and Tours. 
Imagine this magnificent river, wider than the widest part of 
the Thames, as it is seen in London, flowing in its simple 
grandeur between two lofty ridges of hills, each of which is 
crowded with iimumerable chateaus, villages, and churches, 
planted with red and white vines of the richest flavour, di- 
versified with poplars and shaded with underwobd — a sweep 
of hUl and vale, than which the sun throughout his course 
sees not one more friendly to the industry of man, or more 
fasdnating to his senses. As we travelled along, we observed 
the water-aide occupied almost the whole way to Tours with 
casks of the new vintage ready for embarkation. The river 
was well sprinkled, though not crowded, with boats ascend- 
ing to Orleans; their white sails and whiter flags glittering 
in the evening sun. 

As the night set in, we observed along the verge of the 
river several tents, which seemed to belong to persons who 
had debarked, for greater convenience of cooking, from 
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neighbouring boats, or to persons intrusted with the care of October*' 
the wine prepared for embarkation. They were hke gypsy 
tents ; the fires which were lighted in them were reflected 
from the river, and they presented a curious and very pic- 
turesque effect. 

I arrived at Tours in the evening, and was not sur- ^^th* 
prised that it should have attracted so many of my coun- 
trymen; It stands between two rivers, the Loire and the 
Cher, and. is surroimded by every variety of cultivated 
land; com fields studded with fruit trees, and in the 
distance a range of hills, covered with vineyards^ to the very 
t(^ : several of their eminences crowned ^th abbeys, villas, 
and ruined castles. The entrance to the town from the 
Paris road is imposing. You cross the Loire by a bridge of 
seventeen arches, quite straight, like Waterloo Bridge, and 
constructed in a style of rimple elegance. As you pass over 
the bridge, you see on either side little islets in the river, which 
even yet were full of green foliage. As far as the eye can 
reach on dther hand, you see villas, chapels with their spires, 
and little hamlets shaded by trees, and reaching down to 
the water^s edge. Having passed the bridge, you enter the 
Rue Royale, which is pethaps one of the finest streets in 
France. It is very wide, has an excellent paved road in the 
middle, and, which is uncommon in France, a footway, and 
a wide one, on either ride. At the end of this street is a long 
avenue of trees, shading the road towards Bordeaux for a 
considerable distance. 

I imderstood that the nmnber of English resident in 
Tours amounted to between five and six hundred. They 
consisted chiefly of persons who were desirous of economising, 
or who wished to enjoy the luxuries of French wines, fruits, 
and poultry, at less than one-third of the price which they 
cost in England. Where there is a large family, the account 
of expenses at the end of a year in Tours is Uttle more than 
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October, onehalfof what it would be in London. A single gentleman, 
of expensive habits, may live as weQ here for five hundred a 
year as he would for a thousand in England ; but to persons 
who are not ^' civilised^ enough to feel that luxuries are 
necessaries of life, the change of country can make very little 
diiiferenee. Some also were here with a view to the re- 
establishment of thar health. In winter the climate is as 
warm almost as the English spring, and there is a pure 
ser^ty in the air which is p^uliarly agreeable. It is ob- 
vious, that amongst such a number there must be some 
sodeties of a mixed character; but, generally speaking, the 
English families here were respectable. There were^ indeed, 
few Off no persons of chstinction — ^that is to say, there were 
* none of die nobility here ; the best part of the visitors eo8i« 
sisted of retired merchants and others, who having a suf- 
ficiency of means, enjoyed a wider sphere of society here than 
they could do elsewhere. This, perhaps, is one of the most 
active causes of that emigration, which has of late years trans^ 
ferred so much of British wealth to foreign countries. Our 
iipper circles move so much within their own rank, and have 
laid down such jealous laws with respect to the admission of 
mere wealth amongst than, that an Englishman of eight 
hundred a year has scarcely any chance of having even his 
existence known at home; whilst abroad, with the same 
means, and the manners of a gentleman, he may possess 
every pleasure which social life affords. 

In the winter season, there are balls and routs ; some* 
times two or more the same night. The gentlemen have 
subscription hunts, partly French and English hounds. 
Their chief object of chase is the wild boar, an animal that 
affords the noblest diversion. Some of our countrymen are 
already expert in handling the spear, others faring out thar 
guns> and the sport is generally excellent. There are some 
liEumUes who live in the country quite retired, but those 
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who wish for sbciety may hare it in abundance, proiiided October* 
they be respectable. Sev^al old bachelors and widowers, 
who came here- resolved to know nobody, and to keep them- 
sdvea unknown, have not been here for a month before their 
hoases were crowded with guests for nights successively. 
They are now amongst the most active promoters of every 
amusement. There is an English club-room here which is 
select. Most of the French journals, GaUgnanTs Messengtr^ 
the Quarterly and Edinburgh Rffviewsy are on the taUe^ 
and there is also a whist-table, which, I regret to say, is 
seldom unoccupied by day or night The stakes frequently 
run high. The theatre is pretty well attended by the 
Freaich ; now and then a few English appear in the boxes, 
but the players are of the lowest grade in the French 
drama. Even their dancing is bad. 

On the S6th, at night, I took my departure from Tours 26tli. 
for Poitiers. About day-break the diligence entered Cha- 
tellerault; where, whilst the horses were changing, four or 
five women pressed around us, and offered for sale some 
cxf the best cutkiy I had seen in France. Betweai ChateL 
lerault and Poitiers the land is all arable to the.very margin 
of the public way; but it is not divided by foices and 
enclosed as in England. You see a boundless tract of 
country admirably cultivated, without any appearance of 
a ditch. This want of enclosures, a few vineyards now and 
then mingling in the prospect, the puce serenity of the skies, 
and that soft golden tinge which an undouded sun imparts 
to every object, are the only features which distinguish this 
part of France fi^om the interior of Wiltshire. Little ham- 
lets here and there scattered among the hills, their white 
walls, church spires, and neighbouring chateaus shining 
in the landscape, would otherwise lead an Englishman to 
believe himself suddenly transported to his own country. 
One ciuious feature of this country it is, that the women 
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^^^***"' mostly, though not in all "cases, ride thdbr donkies and 
ponies after the manner of the male sex : that is to say^ 
they use two stirrups, one at each side of the saddle. 
A stranger is apt to laugh on first seeing them ; but when 
he perceives it is the general custom, he soon becomes re- 
conciled to it. It is right to add, that modesty itself could 
not be ofiended by the appearance which they make, strange 
though it be. Every precaution is taken upon this point ; 
and though now and then a young handsome ^rl shows a 
woollen stocking from her own needle, gaily broidered near 
the knee, it is but fair to presume that she does not intend 
it to be seen, and trusts the rest to the native politeness of the 
country. Her confidence is not abused ; for though a blithe 
salute and a smiling compliment now and then remind her 
of her beauty, yet never do you hear or observe a word or 
action which has the slightest tendency to immorality. 

On approaching Poitiers, the country becomes mcare 
rocky on the right hand ; yet even from among the rocks 
vine trees shoot forth with amazing vigour. On the left the 
country is open, and here and there you see a few meadows, 
(a rarity hi^erto on the journey) which are inclosed by 
poplar trees. Their lovely green, the silver streams by 
which they were watered, a few cows plucking their herbage, 
^ and deers bounding through them, formed pictures, which 
to tfie eye of the traveller had all the effect of novelty, 
after traversing so many leagues of vineyards. Several old 
castles crown the distant hills ; giving too many proofs that 
the soil we were traversing had more than once wit- 
nessed the contests of adverse parties struggling for its 



27Uu Poitiers is one of those places which the history of his 
country soonest impresses on an Englishman's mind, and 
he is apt to form his own ideas of it, investing it, of 
course, with ramparts, castles, and drawbridges, such as 
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might be worthy of the chivalry of the Black Prince. October. 
But Poitiers has nothing of fine antiquity about it. It is 
irregular, badly built, the streets all narrow lanes, and so 
steep and so wretchedly paved, that it is a difficulty to 
ascend them. I observed an affiche in several of the most 
conspicuous places of the town, setting forth the sentence 
which had been recently passed on Berton and his un- 
fortunate companions. One of the copies had been torn 
down apparently by an indignant hand, but the others re- 
mained untouched, and attracted many groups around them. 
It was remarked, that few or none of those who read them 
appeared to make even a mental commentary upon their 
contents. The French have acquired the art, more perhaps 
than any other nation, of " knowing nothing^ of political 
affairs when it suits their purpose. It was even with some 
difficulty, and after many inquiries, that I found out the 
place where the conspirators were guillotined. It is a small 
square, marked by four rows of upright stones, and, has 
a very mean appearance. In the middle of this square the 
.scaffold was erected, but nothing remained of the ^^ dreadful 
preparations ;^ a large flag, which marks the centre of the 
square, is the only guide to the predse spot where this last 
effort of treason was expiated. The town was crowded with 
military, and the police seemed more on the alert here than 
in any town through which I had yet passed. 

Left Poitiers for Bordeaux. The road as far as An- ssth. 
gpuleme, which is nearly half the way, presents few scenes 
of picturesque beauty. Indeed one of the most interesting 
objects we witnessed this day was a simple, but at the 
same time a beautiful, sun-set. A zone of deep blue cloud 
surrounded all the lower part of the horizon. As the sun 
approached it in the west from a magnificent purple cloud, 
in which his light had just been veiled, the deep blue 
colour was not much diminished, while its verge, which was 
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Odt)^. remarkably weU defined, was suddenly edged with liviiag 
gold aU round the horizon, except far away towards the 
east, where the shades of evening were already risen. After 
the sun descended behind this blue zone, he was seen no 
more ; but a canopy of purple and gold long remained in 
the west, as if to preserve the memory of his departure. 

Between Angouleme and Bordeaux the country is chiefly 
composed of hills and valleys, whence the roads are steep, 
and difficult to be kept in repair. But though such a dis- 
position of country be unfavourable to the traveller in ope 
respect, he is more than recompensed for any inconvenience 
he may suflJar, by the variety of the scenery through which 
he passes. The hills are high, almost approaching to the 
dass of mountains, and are nearly all clothed with vineyards, 
com fields, or woods to their very summits. The horizon 
is bounded on one side by ridges crowned with trees, whose 
branches seem to touch the clouds ; and on the other, hill 
rises over hill, affording here and there level spots and gentle 
dechvities, which are occupied by chateaus and* hamlets, 
churches with their picturesque spires, ruins of castles, and * 
windmills. This description applies particularly to the 
country between the villages of Montlieu and Cubzac : here 
you first begin to feel the warm climate of the south, and 
to recognize those scenes fit for the refuge and enterprize of 
banditti, as well as for the softer inspirations of fancy in its 
earlier season, when all is hope and brightness, overcast only 
now and then by those spiing-clouds of melancholy, which 
cherish, while they shade, the sources of ima^ation. 

Cubzac is situated on the right bank of the Dordogne, 
which is here nearly as broad as the Loire at Amboise. 
There is no bridge, and the manner of passing it is by a 
species of boat, called a gabarre. It is a large wherry, which 
opens at the stem. The diligence is rolled into it from the 
bank, which is nearly level with the water, the horses having 
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been disengaged, and fresh horses being prepared to meet it October* 
at the other side. The passengers, ^^ho pay six sous each 
for their passage, sit on benches placed round the ^es of 
the gabarre : if the wind serves, a large rough canvas sail is 
hoisted ; if not, the vessel is rowed across. The movement is 
imperceptible, so smooth is the surface of the river,, and the 
whole operation of embarking and landing, dihgence and all, 
occupies generally half an hour. 

A^r leaving the Dordogne, you have still three leagues 
of a tolerably good road to travel, before you reach La 
Bastide, which may be called a suburb of Bordeaux. It is 
on the right bank of the Garonne, and is connected with 
Bordeaux on the left by a new bridge, which is now nearly 
finished. This bridge is one of the most stupendous works 
undertaken or performed in this or any other country. 
Waterloo bridge, of which we boast, is diminutive a§ com- . 
pared to the bridge of Bordeaux. No work that I have seen 
impresses- a spectator more strongly with the extent to which 
human ingenuity and skill have conquered the elements, than 
this admirable pile of stone, stretching in gigantic strength 
over a sea of waters. It b upwards of eighteen hundred 
feet in length, from one side to the other. At present the 
river is crossed by a wooden Bridge, built immediately under 
the stone bridge, which affords every fedhty to examine this 
noble structure. 
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CHAPTER II. 

JOURNEY FROM BORDEAUX TO THE PYRENEES. 

October 29. On my aixrival at Bordeaux, I found the population of 
this city, justly styled the second city of France, increased 
considerably beyond its usual number, in consequence of 
the annual fair which was now going on, it having been pro- 
longed by the interference of several days of , bad weather. 
The principal scene of the fair was in the galleries over the 
piazza of the Exchange. Jewellery, books, pictures, fire- 
arms for sporting, flints, powder and shot, were the chief 
. objects exposed for sale in these galleries. There were also 
some stands for cutlery, which seemed to be in just as bad a 
condition here as it is in the north of France. The greatest 
bustle, however, prevailed along the quays, where there were 
more than a thousand little temporary shops fitted up, filled 
with every article of utility, ornament, and convenience, 
which could be enumerated. Books of every sort were 
particularly in abundance, most of them from the presses 
of Paris and Thoulouse. Historical memoirs, novels, tales 
of love, whose scenes are chiefly laid in Languedoc and 
Provence, stories of robbers in the fastnesses of the Py- 
renees, relations of exploits performed by a Duke of 
Normandy called, par excellencCy le diable^ and select re- 
lations of modem French campaigns, are the books of 
which the greatest number were sold. Religious books also 
were sought after ; but few English works were to be seen ; 
which is strange enough, considering the number of com- 
mercial English settled and sojourning here. There was 
a large display of pottery, which was far from being of a 
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handsome description. The glazing was wretched; the October, 
forms of the jars, and the handles to vessels of every sort, 
were little better than those which a child is* taught very 
soon to make when amusing himself with potter^s clay* 
The toys were greatly inferior to our Tunbridge ware ; but 
the articles of glass and white porcelain, of tin and metal, 
were conceived with great taste, and well executed. There 
was a profusion of cloths from Montauban, of linens, 
cottons, and silks, cheese, wines and liqueurs^ necklaces 
and combs, gold^ and silver crucifixes, garlick, rice, In-» 
dian wheat, and preserved fruits. The exhibitions of wild 
beasts were the principal attractions among the amusements. 
There was a remarkably fine rhinoceros. On Mondays 
there were bull-fights, and also bears, wolves, and other 
wild animals*, were exposed in an arena to such dogs 
as ventured to attack them. There was a waggon for 
comedies and vaudevilles, to which the rustic spectators 
were hourly summoned by drums and trumpets. One of 
the most noisy and least busy fellows in the fair waa 
a dentist, who appeared in a cabriolet, the back of which 
was hung with specimens, and the instruments of his ^^ dread- 
ful trade.*" From this elevated position he harangued the 
passing spectators all the day long, spoke of the many won- 
derful operations which he had performed, enlarged in mag^ 
nificent strains upon his peculiar genius for the profession, 
and upon the good fortune of Bordeaux in having within 
its walls so renowned a professor. One unfortunate rustic 
was prevailed upon by his eloquence to submit to his in- 
spection a tooth, which kept him, he said, in eternal agony. 
The professor, witliout more ado, applied the instrument, 
but in such a bungling manner that the devoted victim was 
only half inunolated ; and yet he immediatdy after began 
to boast of the admirable style of his operation. 

It was now also the season when the exportation of the 

c 
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NoTflmber. new claret to all parts of the wcnrld rendered the quay and 
port of the Chartron.a scene of ctmstant bastle. The 
average exportaticm, one year with another^ is said to be 
about 100,000 hogsheada 

The 1st of November; being the feast of All Saints, was 
observed here as one of the three great holidays of the year. 
A grand high mass was celebrated in the metropohtan church 
of St. Andrew, by the Archbidiop, who is a Peer of France. 
The Ardxbishop, arrayed in his superb pontificals, was at- 
tended by two priests, and a deacon and sub-deacon, all in 
vestments of the most superb descripticMi. During the ce« 
lebration of the mass, minute guns were discharged, and 
having been placed at a considerable distance, their mi- 
tigated soimd echoed through the aisles of the church with 
the finest effect. Several English ladies were present, who 
seemed delighted with the ceremony, sod mth the music ap- 
prc^riated to the festival, which was particularly beautiful. 
The voice of the Archbishop, who is an old and infirm man, 
was scarcely audible beyond the high altar ; but the piety and 
unaffected dignity which marked his demeanour fully com- 
pensated for the feebleness of his enimciation. It was 
curious enough to see a number of English Protestants 
seated in a French Roman Catholic church, which was 
raised nearly five himdred years ago by their own chivalrous 
ancestors. The building is worthy of them. It is, on the 
whole, a more superb churdi than that of Notre Dame, 
at Paris. It has a great number of painted windows, and . 
the chapels round the great altar, as well as the main 
aisle, are hung with paintings, some of which are of masterly 
excellaice. Upwards of ten thousand persons were present 
during the service. It is not possible to describe the sensa- 
tions which pressed on the mind when, during the elevation 
of the host, one saw such an immense crowd kneeling before 
the high altar, and not a sound was heard save that of the 
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sbrill ffllver-bell of the choir, the hynoiii of adoratloti flowing Kofonber. 
in cherub sweetness from the octave reUds of the organ, and 
the still-recurring peal of the distant guns. 

One of the two beautiful spkes at the Westerh eiid oi^ H^ 
diiirch was strudt down, soitie years ago^ by lightning. In- 
deed almost all the churches here have beeii injured from 
time to time by the electric fluids which seems to haVe H; 
peculiar tendency to gather ill awful and often destructive 
masses over the teriitdiy of France. The tower of St. 
MichaeTs churdi, which Was fonnerly V^ lofty, presents 
an impressave example of its forca A eonsiderable portion 
of the sunnnit was struck off, and there are still to be seen, 
in the calcin^ fragments that remain, traces of the path 
which the fluid took. The most remarkable part, hoWever, 
of this towca: is the caoeaU^ which it has near its foundationi^, 
and in which are- contained eighty*four remains of human 
forms in a state of curious preservation. They are not em- 
bafaned; they are not ^closed in cases; they ai'e not even 
inhumed ; but they are arranged all round the cave a^ednst 
the wall, and are supported in a gendy-inclined portion 
merely by the natural limbs, which are kmt together with sur-* 
prisdng dasticity. All old mdn shows them, and in describing 
each as he pa^es^ he bends a head — it resumes its position ; 
he raises & hand — ^it falls again to its death-befd poslttu^e ; he 
strikes the heads and chests — they sotmd like a bell. Several 
have teeth that still are in good conditioii ; beard appears 
on some in its living strength itnd colour, and oA almost 
all the cutaneous covering remains, and look^ as sound 
as parchment. How they have been thus strangely 
preserved, why it is that they are still Ukely to prove iii- 
sensible to the common progress of decay, are questiotis' 
to which the old man can give no answer. He telliS you that 
one was an officer who was killed in a duel four hundred 

c2 



so FROM BORDEAUX TO THE FTRENEES* 

NoTemb«r* years ago^ and he shows the apertures which the rapier of 
the adversary had made — another was a young female, who 
still possesses the remains of a fine form — another was a 
monk, a part of whose vestment still rests on his shoulder 
— another a merchant of Bordeaux, who was once wealthy 
beyond measure— and thus he goes on describing their 
different characters as recorded in tradition — some of them 
five hundred years old, none of them less than a hun- 
dred and fifty. It is impossible to listen to his familiar 
narrative, and look roimd at this congress of the dead, with- 
out experiendng the strangest sensations. Pride, beauty, 
wealth, and chivalry once animated all these forms, and now 
they are all exhibited in a circle for less than the tenth of 
an ounce of silver. They seem to owe their preservation to 
the particular nature of the spot where they are deposited, 
and not to any auxiliary means whatever. They furnish a 
shocking scene, but it is one also which, if properly viewed, 
can scarcely fail to produce a useful effect The impression 
which it makes, after half an hour'^s contemplation, can never 
be forgotten ! 

The weather here was as warm and as fine as the month 
of June is generally in England. The clear moonlight 
nights — day after day a brilliant sim burning in an aziure 
sky, in which not a streak of dark vapour was observed, from 
one side of the horizon to the other, formed a striking contrast 
mdeed to the November fogs and cold of London. The 
character^ however, of the Bordeaux climate is that of being 
hot and humid; which sometimes produces sudden and ex- 
treme changes of the temperature. For this reason, Bor- 
deaux is not much frequented by invalids. Another reason 
may be, that it is the dearest town in France. There are 
many articles for which you are asked double the price you 
may get them for in Paris. Gross impositions are not un- 



FROM BORDEAUX TO THE PYRENEES. 81 

frequently practised upon strangers ; nor is it always that November, 
they meet with the same civility or cleanliness which they 
experience in the capital. 

The number of shallows which are encountered in the navi- 
gation of the Loire prevent the establishment of steato-boats 
on that otherwise magnificent river. But on the Garonne 
there are several steam-boats. No fewer than three ply con- 
stantly between Bordeaux and the towns on the banks of 
the Garonne from twenty to thirty miles distant, and thev 
are often crowded with passengers. There is a small plea- 
sure-boat in the river, which is impelled by steam. Some 
idea is entertained of establishing a steam-^boat, which will 
ply between Bordeaux and Dublin. At present the com- 
munication between these two cities is kept up by sailing 
packets, one of which arrives or sails every week. 

The principal theatre is, perhaps, the handsomest in 
France. Its exterior is not unlike that of our Opera-house; 
it is entirely insulated, and has a fine colonnade in front, 
over which is a balcony with a stone balustrade. On the 
balustrade are statues of Apollo and the Muses, which give 
a peculiarly graceful ejBPect to the building. Its interior 
corresponds with the impressions which the outward beauty 
of the edifice is calculated to make. The construction of 
the boxes is singular. They are separated from each other 
by columns which ascend from the base to the ceiling close 
to the sides of the theatre, and the boxes project considerably. 
The 'parterre^ or pit, is divided into two parts ; the back 
part is raised to a level with the first boxes, and is called 
Paradis, The ceiling is handsome, the proscenium lofty, 
and the stage sufliciently extensive. The house is lighted 
by a large lustre formed of lamps, from the centre of the 
caling. The real attraction of the Grande Theatre is the 
Ballet. This stage is a^school for the Academy of Music in 
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Novanbei. Paris, and those who distingqish themselves here are speedily 
transferred to the capital, 
6th, After waiting eight days at Bordeaux for a place in the 

diligence, I succeeded in obtaimng one on the 6th of No- 
vember. Before the troubles of Spain assmned a serious 
aspect there were two diligences from Bordeaux to Bayonne, 
one of which started daily; the fares were then at half thdr 
presenf a^ount^ ^d as there was seldom a waat of passen- 
gers, the proprietors considered tlnemselves well paid. It is a 
proof of the decline of commercial intercourse with Spain that 
one pf these has ceased to ply during the last six months, and 
althpygh the one that remains is usually filled with passen- 
gers, few of these proceed to Bay onne, fewer stiU pass beyond 
the Pyrenees. Two o£ my fellow travellers were Spaniards ; 
pne of them a clergyman, who preserved an air of niystery 
the whde way, which almost niarked him as the bearer of 
some secret mission. The rest were French, pne pf them 
an pfBqer of light infantry, and another an pfficer of artil- 
lery, both going to the Army of Obsprvatipn. Thp latter 
had served in the Prusi^n campaigns of Buonaparte. Ac- 
tive service and promotion were one and the same thing in 
his ima^nation, and fprnv^d the only incentive of his ^mbi- 
UQJXf It required, however, the interpositipn of strong in- 
terest at the war department to obtain a ppst in the Army of 
Observation for any of those who served under Buonaparte. 
Indeed, so far as I could understand, pne of the results to 
which the government looked, in the formation of the legions 
in the Pyrenees, was the constitution of what may be de- 
jsignated as a Royal, in contradistinction to the Imperial Army. 
New men were preferred to veterans, unless where it was 
shown that the veterans might be entirely depended upon 
for their zeal in the royal service. This, doubtleiss, is a 
policy which the suspected veterans would censure, b^ 
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cause it militated against their interest, but it is also one Norember. 
nrhich circumstances seemed to have rendered eminently 
expedient. 

About two miles from Bordeaux, a pillar is erected to 
commemorate the first restoration of the Royal family in 
1814. Soon after you paas this pillar you enter what are 
called the Lander of France. They are called also the de« 
sert of France ; but this appellation applies more properly 
to those portions of the lomde^ which are atuated near the 
sea. Within view of the Bayonne road these Z^ndi^j stretch 
without much variety almost the whole way from Bordeaux 
to the Pyrenees; yet they are not without a certain degree 
of interest Immense forests of pine, vast plains covered 
with rough herbage, herds of goats and flocks of sheep, 
browzing upon them, attended by a peculiar race of shep- 
herds, who move about generally in the autumn and winter 
on stilts, are not without the attraction of novelty to an 
Ei^lish traveller. 

The reason for using these strange auxiliaries to the 
human figure seems to be in order to keep the feet out of 
the water, with Uttle pools of which the /an&5 abound after 
nun. The soil being, for the most part, like the sandy 
beach of the sea, it takes some time before the rain that falls 
upon it is imbibed by the earth or evaporated by the sun. 
The stilts also give the shepherds a larger sphere of vision . 
over the landes, which are as remarkable for their flatness as 
they are for their wild and uncultivated appearance. 

We were obliged to have eight horses to the diligence 
from Paignac to Bazas, so heavy and deep are the sands. 
For about two miles of thi$ road, even this number of horses 
was not suflicient, and the toil <^ passing it was not far 
dlitated by the approach of night, though certainly a fine 
one, the host of stars being all lighted in the firmament, and 
shining with silvery lustre. The first notipe the new tnw 
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KoTODberu vdlers had of the difficulty before them was the ap- 
pearance of four or five petisants, who followed us from 
Paignac^ one of whom carried on his shoulder a fighted 
torch, formed of a bundle of long laths of pine wood, 
tied together. The wood is so impregnated with tur- 
pentine, that it needs no addition of any other substance to 
preserve it in a state of continual and bright conflagratum, 
when once it is ignited. I was lost in looking at the flame 
of the torch playing on the faces of the peasants, and on the 
woods through which we passed, until at length we found 
ourselves in the midst of a dark forest, and were all politely 
requested by the conducteiu* to descend. The light of 
the torch revealed two fine oxen, and behind them, in the 
shade, were discerned two others, and a number of peasants 
with ropes, waiting for the diligence to come up. The 
torch-bearer now and then changed his station, as if to 
diow the effect of the light upon the objects* and scene 
around us. Now it gave the large unwieldy vehicle to 
view — ^now the group of passengers who had just descended, 
and contemplated the scene with interest; now the peasants 
— now the .oxen, whose large heads and sides were so 
peculiarly brightened in the light, or darkened in the shade, 
that they seemed the principal objects in the picture. 
They were at length harnessed to the diligence with strong 
ropes, and it required all their strength, in addition to 
six of the horses, to draw .it through a sandy mire c^ 
a mile in length, where the wheels were sunk to the axle. 
The latter part of the road was rendered still more difficult. ' 
, By way of amending it, it was recently strewed over with 
loose gravel, and the peasants employed for this purpose 
were complaisant enough to leave several high heaps in 
the middle of the carriage-way, which the oxen and horses 
had to level with their feet, as they painfully dragged along 
the heavy weight behind them, It was midnight when we 
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reached Bazas, and then we sat down Uy--dinnef\ In Kovember. 
French stage-traTelling littie attention is paid to regularity 
of meals. I have more than once breakfasted, dined, and 
supped, at one and the same tune. Sometimes I have 
dined at three o^dock in the morning, and breakfasted at two 
in the aftanoon. Sometimes I have neither breakfasted, 
dined, nor supped at all within twenty-four hours. 

After toiling all the night through deep and rather 
perilous roads, we reached Roquefort on the morning o£ the 
7th, just as the day was breaking. Roquefort is nearly j^^ 
half-way between Bordeaux and Bayonne. The sky was 
covered with light blue clouds, and as the sun rose and 
dispersed them, we, for the first time, had a distant view of 
the Pyrenees. They completely bounded the horizon in 
dke south, stretching from the south-east to the ocean in the 
west, in a Hne that appeared nearly strai^t to the distant 
eye. The masses of mountains, however, which form this 
line, are different as to thdr form, and unequal as to 
their height. The mass towards the east is the highest. 
It consists of a pile of mountains aiq)arently detached 
from the others, rising abruptly in the east, and after 
stretching a considerable distance towards the west, ter- 
minating in a predpice of vast height and steepness. The 
next mass foUowing the direction from east to west is 
composed of mountdns which rise gradually on one side, \^ 

and decline as gradually on the other. It is not so ex- 
tensive, so impo^ng, nor, in the aggregate, so lofty as 
that just described ; but towards its eastern extremity one 
of its mountains rises high above all the Pyrenees in a py- 
ramidal shiq)e, and its point pierces the clouds. A third 
mass of mountains continues the line towards the west. 
These are a httle inferior to the others as to height, but they 
stand clustered together in greater number, and present pro- 
jections of a spherical form, which have a striking and sin- 
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Norember. gular effect. These three masses farm what ai:e called the 
"High Pyrenees." They completely conceal from view 
the " Eastern Pyrenees,'* which extend behind them to the 
Mediterranean. The remaining masses, which stretch to the 
ocean, and which cover Oleron and Bayonne, are formed of 
irregular and lesser mountains, which are called the ^^ Low 
Pyrenees.'^ 

Roquefort is romantically seated amidst a collection of 
hills. You see houses, vineyards, and gardens in the 
bottom of deep valleys, or climbing declivities, in which 
steps are cut for ingress and egress. It is watered by 
two small rivers which meet near the rustic wooden bridge 
of the town. Looking down from this bridge you see 
the principal stream pursuing its winding turbid course at 
a conriderable distance below, between the branches of 
trees, shrubs, and h^bage. Every body naturally ex<- 
pected to breakjfast at Roquefort ; but no such thing was 
to be had. A few, who were content to take the world 
as it came, purchased .small loaves from a. baker who 
was just opening his shop, repaired to a clear spring which 
burst from a rock immechately above the town, and like the 
hermits of old, after consuming the crust, drank from the 
living fountain. They had, besides, the satisfaction of 
chatting with several young women, remarkable, as the 
Gascon women generally are, for th^ beauty, who came in 
groups to the fountain for water. . They gaily bantered 
us on the austerity of our living, but consoled us with the 
assurance that the water was peculiarly excellent They 
rec^ved the spring in baked eiuthen vases, containing about 
three gallons, with a small handle, a small round aperture 
in the top for which there was a tin cover, and a short 
straight pipe — ^not unlike the form of our China old 
fashioned tea-pots. A napkin twisted round was placed on 
4be bead, upon which the vase found a firm seat ; and as 
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each group were supjAed they retwned down the hill, NoveoDte. 
«nging and laughing as they tripped along. The lash oi 
the postillion, who took nearly half on hour in getting 
through this hilly town, at length summoned us away firom 
a scene which recalled to mind the days of primeval 
flimplicity* 

The road from Roquefort was still through the landes, 
which presented a heathy appearance near us, but the 
distance on either &dde was generally bounded by vast pine 
woods. Oecasionally these woods approached to the border 
of the road, and it was observed that the trunks of the trees 
were uniformly chipped on one side. This operation was 
perf<»rmed in the summer, its object being to afford a chan<- 
nel to the turpentine, which, during the latter part of that 
season and the first months of autunm, distils in gnsat quan- 
tities from the pines. When we passed through dose parts 
of the woods, we Uh the air strongly scented with their 
frugrance. Now and then a hunter emerged from the 
'thickets in quest of game, attended by his dogs ; sometimes 
a travelling peasant appeared suddenly from the by-paths. 
We joumied several leagues without meeting a village, and 
even sdngle houses were but rarely seen. In a few spots of 
arable land that presented themselves to our view, women 
were employed equally with the men in spreading the ma- 
nure, guiding the plough, and performing the other various 
of&ces of agriculture. They seemed to have come from 
some distance, as they usually had small temporary huts 
erected on the ground, where they slept at night and pre- 
pared their food. The few farm-houses that we observed 
were very much in the style of those which are commonly 
seen in paintings of the Flemish School 

There is nothing more ranarkable in this country than 
the echo, which is capable of being awakened in several 
parts of it. The crack of the postillion's whip w^s 
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November, heard repeated in twenty vibrations, each lessening as they 
resounded along the interminable waste. The tick of a 
cloth mill, which we passed, was heard distinctly for at 
least three miles of the road. A peculiar stillness pervaded 
the atmosphere — not a leaf on the trees trembled ; now and 
then a prolonged call was heard from some cottage buried 
in a distant part of the forest, which died away in the air 
with a melancholy cadence. The echo is rationally ac- 
counted for, by the pecuKar sohdity of the sandy soil, which 
rather reflects than absorbs the sounds that pass over 
it. But the stillness which it produces is almost super- 
natural. 

7tlL I arrived at Bayonne in the afternoon, and one of the first 

objects which attracted my attention was a considerable 
body of infantry marching into the town to the sound of 
trumpet and drum. In every street through which I passed 
I observed soldiers passing and repassing, and soon found 
that I had reached a division of the ** Army of Observation,"" 
under the command of General Count Charles d'Auti- 
champ. 

During a week which I staid at Bayonne it was crowded 
with Spaniards belon^ng to the army of Quesada, who had 
been defeated by Espinosa at Los Arcos, in Navarre, on 
the 27th of October. They were, generally speaking, 
miserably dressed : a few wore cloaks and round cloth or 
fur caps. Among the refugees was Quesada himself, who 
remained only two or three days, and set out to pursue 
those solicitations at Paris which have since proved so 
effectual. 

loth. On Sunday I attended the military mass at the ca- 

thedral. Count d'Autichamp and his brilliant staff were 
present, as well as the officers of the different battalions, 
forming almost a regiment in themselves. The principal 
officers had seats immediately before the great altar. 
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the others were placed in the choir behind, and the soldiers November, 
with their caps on, and their arms shouldered, were ranged 
along the aisle. A body of pioneers, dressed in their 
white long aprons, large fur caps, their firelocks slung 
behind them,' and their brightly-polished axes in their 
hands, stood at the side of the altar. During the service the 
band played several solemn and beautiful movements. At the 
elevation, the soldiers grounded their arms, knelt on one 
knee, put the left hand up to the cap, as they do in saluting, 
the drums rolled and the trumpets sounded. I cannot, how- 
ever, believe that this is altogether the best mode of attending 
Divine'service. The soldiers are necessarily more observant 
of their positions, and of the words of command from their 
officers, than of the more imperative duties which .the 
solemn occaaon demands. 

The refugees who were at Bayonne entertiuned even at 
this period a confident hope that the French troops would pass 
the frontiers as soon as they should be' sufficiently provided 
with artillery and mimitions of war. The French officers 
also spoke of their entrance into Spain as a matter of which 
it would be ludicrous to doubt. It was evident that the 
reception which the refugees experienced was calculated to 
sustain the spirit of the royalist party under every reverse 
of fortune. 

From twenty to thirty coasting vessels arrived in the port 
laden with shells, cannon balls of diffisrent weights, mortars, 
pieces of Ught and heavy artillery, and the carriages ne- 
cessary for their equipm^t For several days the quay 
was heaped with these instruments of war, which ware after- 
wards removed to the arsenal at Maracq, about a mile from 
the town oflFthe high road to Spain. What with the sailors 
counting the balls as they heaved them out of the vessels, the 
soldiers hauling up the shells, the artillery njen hauling 
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NoFcmber. up the cannoD^ sentmds padng up and down^ ofBcers giving 
direetions, the hurry of cars and waggons rolling along the 
quay to the road which leads to the arsenal^ one might have 
imagmed himself rither within, or near, a town be^eged. 

Riding one day amongst the hills in the naghbourhood of 
Bayonne, I observed several detachments of the army oc- 
cupied in different ways: some perjRormed sham-%hts^; 
some were firing at a target; some were employed in 
ascending eminences in regular order; and^ by the sun^s 
glancing on the brightly burnished arms, I perceived that 
others, at a distance, were engaged in maiehing through 
narrow defiles. Occasionally I lost sight of those in the 
valleys, i>ut now and then the gleaming of a bayonet 
directed my eye until I saw them emerge agaicf, and wind 
over the distant hills, from whence the beat of the drum^ 
was but faintly heard. 

About a league from the town I encountered a group of 
fresh emigrants, who were flying from the triumphant 
armies of Espinosa. They consisted of four priests, a 
Carmelite monk, and eight respectable well-looking men, 
most of whom appeared in Spanish cloaks, common round 
hats or fur caps, and in every other way well-dressed. 
They had one horse, which a sickly young man of gen^ 
tlemanly appearance rode. The group walked abreast 
along the road in animated conversation, the meaning of 
which was often perceptible from th^ gestures of alternate 
indignation and despair. The priests walked at a little 
distance behind. I stopped for some time to observe 
them, and could not help pitpng from my soul^ men, who 
for whatever reason, were obliged to abandon the land' of 
their birth, thar affections, thdr hearths, and theit altars 
There were on the road-side several Spaniards sitting in 
melancholy postures, apparently waiting to see what num« 
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bers this day^s emigi^ation drew fiom thdr unhappy eouAtxy Noreniber. 
^-haply also wiuting to see if amoD^ the traveUars they 
might find a father, a brother, or a fiiend. 

There was a striking contrast between these various groups 
and a body of French cavahy, who just galloped by them 
along the road towards the mountains, ^where the setting of 
the sun was creating a scene novel to an English eye, and 
as beautiful as it was new. The orb was going down, un« 
attended by a single vapour, behind the ocean, and almost 
in a line with the Lower Pyrenees, some of which assumed 
an etherial purple colour ; others more distant, a dark blue ; 
while the Higher Pyrenees, more distant still, as if exulting 
in the majesty of their rank, were all clothed in gold, the 
snow, that never leaves their tops, shining like a hoary diadan. 
After the sun went down, the mountains still retained their 
hues for awhile, and thus they stood ^rimgly defined in all 
the variations of their ridges, peaks, and bold declivities, 
against a pale yellow sky, until twilight restored them to 
their usual frowning appearance. 

In the neighbourhood of Bayonne, as well as in the town 
itself, the young women who are engaged in out-door em- 
ployments wear a coarse straw hat, with a very wide leaf, 
which is Uned on the inside with glazed linen of a violet 
colour. It is worn on the side of the head. Being more or 
less arched, according to the taste, or rather perhaps the 
beauty of the wearer, and being fitted over the handk^- 
chief of plaided violet and blue, which forms the general in- 
door head-dress of the women in this coimtry, it has a gay, 
and at the same time a pastoral effect, sufficient to make even 
ordinary features look handsome. The Basque women (so 
those of this coxmtry are designated) are, however, remark- 
able for a fine • round full face, the features often as 
regular and noble as those seen in Grecian statues; the 
eyes fiill of languid fire, and the eyebrows dark, well de- 
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November, fined, and delicately arched. Most of the women distin- 
guished by these straw hats are employed about horses, 
whose dingy colour and famished limbs form a strange 
contrast with their own interesting appearance. There 
is a number of these women generally about the market-place 
who let their horses out for short journeys, of a league or 
two. The machine in which passengers sit is formed of 
wooden bars, exactly in the shape of the letter W. The 
central angle is fitted down on the horse^s back ; if th^^ 
be two passengers, one sits in the inverted angle at one. 
side^ and one at the other, thus balancing each other like 
two panniers. The fair proprietress follows behind cm foot, 
and with her whip urges the horse along the road. If 
there be only one passenger, she occupies the other seat her- 
self, and thus they trot along, offering a very ori^nal and 
patriarchal picture of the first approaches towards the 
invention of carriages. 
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CHAPTER III. 

JOURNEY FROM BArONNE TO MADRID. 

As I was not in any particular haste, and was anxious to Noyember. 
see as much of the country as possible, I agreed to join a party 
of four, who were about to proceed to Madrid in a voiture. 
This vehicle is not unlike one of the London hackney coaches, 
with this difference, that it is built on a stronger principle, 
and has a small cabriolet in front. It is drawn by seven 
mules, two-and-two a-breast, and a leader, which are con- 
nected with the pole and cross-bar by small strong ropes. 
Their heads are ornamented with red and blue worsted 
trappings, and round their necks is a leathern belt, to which 
are attached a number of small bells and three large ones, 
which emit a slender and not disagi*eeable sound as the ani- 
mals move along. The leader obtains his principal station 
on account of the instinctive intelligence with which he guides 
the others tlirough the short turns of the mountain roads. In 
order to give the voiture sufficient space, he walks slowly to 
the border of the angle; after traversing it, he suddenly 
quickens his pace, the rest of the mules, always obedient to 
his example, precisely follow his track, and the vehicle is 
thus drawn with facility and security over the most pre- 
cipitous windings. The voitiuier sits on a low bench, 
placed immediately under the cabriolet, and carries a small 
whip, which, however, he seldom applies. When he wishes 
the mules to go fast (a wish, by the way, he very rarely 
entertains), he speaks to them, and they trot on. He has 
names for each ; now he accosts one, by and by another, and 
tells them to do their duty. But there is a tolerably good 
understanding between the voiturier and his mule« that they 
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November, are not to distress themselves for any particular set of 
passengers, not one of whom, perhaps, they may ever see 
again after carrying him to his destination. There is 
also a postillion, who sometimes rides cfn the bench with the 
voiturier, but most generally walks by the side of the mules. 
Over this servant the voiturier exercises a most capridous 
control. The latter also walks a considerable part c^ the 
journey ; when he is not walking he is sleeping in his seat, 
or rather nodding. It is sufficiently amusing sometimes 
to hear him call out to the mules while his soul is merged 
in slumber. They know by the dozing sound that he sees 
them not ; on such occasions they pay him not the slightest 
attention, and almost go to sleep themselves. Such is the 
establishment of the voiture. It travels generally ten, 
seldom twelve leagues a day^ and takes nine days and a half 
to go from Bayonne to Madrid, a distance of about one 
hundred leaguea 

Two months previous to this time there were two dili- 
gences 'which set out from Bayonne alternately once a week ; 
but they were both burned near the frontiers by parties of 
^^ the factious,^ as it was said, because they were suspected 
to have carried despatches for the Constitutional Grovem- 
ment. Upon this point, however, doubts may be entertained. 
The diligences performed the journey to Madrid in three 
days, and it is rather probable that they were found to be 
too speedy for the series of auberges, or small inns, which 
have been established on the road time out of mind. The 
voiture, with its cargo of passengers, stops every night, which 
makes a ccmsiderable di£Perence in the eyes of the hosts and 
hostesses, when they calculate the advantages they derive 
freftn the one vehicle, and the losses they sustained by the 
other. The voituriars also were most particularly interested 
in this subject, as while the diligences exists, their occu- 
pation was gone. 
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Before we left Ba jodne, we were informed tliat we had Vofmba. 
very little chance of arriving at Madrid without heing robbed. 
This very agreeable information was repeated in so many re- 
spectable quarters, that we could no longer have any doubt 
upon the subject Thus situated, my fellow-travellers and 
I agreed with the voiturier to pay the whole expenses of our 
route, and exchanged such money as we had for orders on 
Madrid, securing this part of our property at least from the 
dangers that were so much talked of. Our luggage was 
packed on a platform behind the vehicle. 

We set out from Bayonne on the 16th of November. 15th. 
The road to Irun passes over part of the Lower ^jn^enees. It 
is, consequently, very imeven, and its natural inconveniences 
are very little mitigated by the care of the French Govern- 
ment. It is formed of rough small stones, full of ruts, and 
^ while the vehicle is dragged alongj it is constantly shaken 
from one'rade to the other*. After ascending the heights, 
we had occasionally some fine views of the sea, on the right 
hand. The hills are covered with thorns and heaths, but 
here and there are ridges and valleys, pretty well cultivated, 
and in almost every well-protected spot there are hamlets 
and separate cottages. The gables of the cottages generally 
face the road, and the roofs extending over the walls on 
every ride, give them a picturesque effect, which is improved 
where the walls are well whitened, and the wood-work, both 
of the roofs and walls, is painted red, as is frequently the 
case. The windows are guarded by shutters, which open 
on the outride. There are trees to be seen in one or two 
sequestered places, and orchards of conriderable extent. 
Now and then one begins to feel that he is approaching 
Spain, by seeing cottages with large heavy wooden balconies 

• It is prqper to state, that on- my return to Franee I found the 
roadsy both here and between Bayonne and Bordeaux^ mudi improved. 

d2 
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November, before the windows. In harmony with the dreary aspect 
of the scene are some large comfortless-looking houses of 
stone, gray with age, and mouldering, which are occasion- 
ally observed in the most solitary recesses of the mountains, 
without windows, unless narrow apertures like the port-holes 
of baronial castles might be so called. 

St. Jean de Luz, which is seated on the Nivelle, consists 
of a considerable number of houses, very old and strongly 
built, the gables all fadng the streets. After passing this 
town, the mountains become interesting, as they afford a 
genial scril, and are covered with woods, interspersed, with 
pastures and arable fields. It had been raining all the 
morning, but towards evening the mists began to roU away. 
At different points along the road, where a large bam or 
house of any sort afforded shelter, parties of the Army oi 
Observation were posted. 

As we were going down the descent which leads to the 
Bidassoa, the river that divides France from Spain, we 
met a caravan of Spanish carriers, consisting of forty 
mules, laden with saffron and other merchandise. The 
manner of packing goods in bales, and disposing a propor- 
tionate weight on each side of the mule, is a well-known 
peculiarity of the Peninsula. There is a little regard to 
effect in the way in which the carriers cover their mer- 
chandise, sometimes with carpets of various brilliant dyes, 
but generally plaided with stripes of blue and white. Under 
the wide-leafed hat, the Spanish carriers and muleteers also 
pride themselves in wearing handsome kerchiefs, which are 
tied round the head, leaving one comer to dangle down behind 
the left ear. We crossed the Bidassoa in a gabarre, which 
took over passengers^ yoiture, and mules, without the latter 
being unharnessed. They are so accustomed to the passage, 
that there was no trouble whatever in getting them on 
board. At low water the Bidassoa is a narrow shallow river ; 
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but wh^ the tide replenishes its channel, it assumes an im-* November. 
portant appearance. Parts of the bridge, which formerly 
was thrown over it, still remain. It was cut down by the 
Spaniards at an early period of the late war, and it has not 
been since repaired. 

Half an hour after crossing the river, we entered Irun. 
It consists of one street^ which ascends a inigged hiU ; and, 
with the exception of the town-house in the Plaza de la 
Constitueion*, and a new house of great extent, in a hand- 
some style of architecture, which an American is now build- 
ing, there is not a well-looking house in the town — or, rather 
village, for such in fact it is. A striking difference imme* 
diately manifested itself in every thing around us. A new 
language ; faces of a totally different character ; labouring 
men of a wretched appearance, their naked fpet bound in 
rude sandals ; women without even sandals or shoes of any 
sort, with their dark hair falling behind to the waist, neatly 
platted, large dark eyes, and a cordial expression of counter- 
nance, assured us that the Bidassoa is no ideal boundary. 
The auberge, or posada, at which the voiture stopped, was 
also of a character entirely Spanish. A large gate in front 
admitted us to a wide, empty, paved apartment, which is 
commonly used as a coach-house. In one comer of this 
rustic hall was a step-ladder, by which we ascended to the 
inhabited part of the house, where we were shown into a large 

* In almost every town and Tillage of Spain there is a square^ called 
the Plaza^ or Place. Since the Clonstitution was rcTived^ the name of 
Plaza de la Constitucion has been given to these squares. The name 
b usually written in letters of gold under the stone of the Constitution^ 
which is inserted in the wall of some house^ generally the town-house, 
in the most conspicuous part of the Plaza. What is* called the stone 
of the Constitution is a lai^ block of marble, with the arms of the 
rountry carved upon it. 



88 VROM BAYONNB TO UADBID. 

Novonbn. room, the walls well white-washed and hung with four or five 
common prints, glazed in frames. The favourite subject of 
these prints was the story of the young and valiant Dunois, 
who, on going to the wars, prayed only that he might be the 
bravest among the brave, and be blessed with the love of 
the fairest among the fair — a wish which the romance accom- 
jdishes, after the young knight has passed through several 
adventures. On one side of this chamber were two small 
bed-rooms,whidi were separated from it by a slight curtain^ 
and at the extremity was a separate ro(mi, honoured by the 
tenancy of the Alcalde* The dinner consisted of eggs, 
(generally the first course at the Spanish posadas), beet-root, 
mutton-chops, and poultry, the latter copiously sufiVised with 
oil: the dessert, apples, nuts, grapes, and confectionery; 
the wines, the red ordinary wine of the country and Malaga ; 
the former has rather a sweet medicinal taste, which is not 
much relished at first by a stranger. The Malaga is a white 
wine, also sweet and medidnal. The best species of the 
latter is, of course, not to be found in a village so remote 
from the place of its growth, but when pure and genuine, it 
is an excellent and agreealde bev^^age. One reckons on 
waiting at least an hour always for dinner at a posada, and 
if he expects to find a good bed, it is most probaUe that he 
will be disappcnnted. If he be fortunate enough to light on 
a dean one, he may think himself blessed indeed. 

Irun is hemmed in by mountains on one side, and the sea 
on the other. It wears a look of poverty and idleness, but 
its jsituatidn is picturesque. The town-house, which was 
occupied by a company of the Constitutional troops, was 
placed in a state of rude defence. In front of it a snwJl 
ditch was formed, over which was thrown a drawbridge 
about five feet wide. The arcades of the buildiiig were 
stopped up with rough walls, in which portJiok^ were 
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formed, presenting altogether a sort of caricature of fw- 
lafication. The ragged unifomu^ and unwashed faces of the 
sentinels ivere qmte in keepng with the scene. The in- 
habitants, I was told, were divided into two parties, one for 
the constitution, the other for the king, and of the two 
the latter were the more numerous. Over the doors of 
sev«»l of the houses in Irun we observed large stones 
daborately carved with the arms of the family. These are 
distinctions of ancient and, as it is tmmed, noble blood, 
whidi are held in such estimation amongst the Spaniards, 
thdt n foar peasant, who has only five (Minces of gold in the 
w<Nrid, will expend three of them on a stone of this descrip- 
tion. In die course of the journey we observed some of 
diese tdsens ci family '^pride placed in the fronts of houses of 
most wretohed aspect, whidhi cost, p^haps, as much as the 
building itselfl Had the Spaniards been taught to seek the 
grat]ficati<m of their pride in neat cottages and well tilled 
gardens, instead of these ostentatious and unreal enjoyments, 
how different would have been the appearance of their 
country at this day ! 

We left Irun, and as we asc^ided from the town we had i6th. 
a fine view of the sea, which forms a kind of bay h^e, 
having on the outer point of the coast at one side, a French 
village, and on the other, Fontarabia, the walls of which 
were levelled to the ground by the British troops wh^i 
they were about to enter France. The Lazaretto of Be- 
hobia was seen seated on a salubrious lull behind Irun. A 
fine mountain prospect opened before us, ridge rising beyond 
ridge, oottages scatta^ among them, and still permitting 
the eye to cateh indistinct views of many higher peaks' 
Uue and misty in the distance. Now and then we passed 
handstHne vaMeys, gre^i with herbage, or newly sown 
witiii wheat, peopled with cottages, and watered by limpid 
streams. 
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Novffnber. Passed through Oyarzun, a small toMna^ the upper windows 
of the houses mostly covered with lattice-work, which pro- 
^ jected from the walls, and opened in different compartments. 
Sometimes through a small square aperture of these lattices, 
a pretty face, animated with curiosity, was seen peeping; 
sometimes the whole lattice was open, giving to view the 
handsome busts of young women, who, under the pretext of 
seeing, wished only to be seen. In the balconies were ge- 
nerally ranged rows of large melons, as much for the benefit 
of the sun, as for exclu»on from the smoke, which seemed 
a familiar guest in the interior of the house. The day was 
remarkably fine, the sun was traversing an unclouded sky, 
the mountain air, unvexed by rude currents of wind, softly 
penetrated to the heart, purifying and cheering its inmost 
recesses. The atmosphere was placid, and so silent that not 
a sound was to be heard on. either side, save the soothing 
murmur of waters falling down, the mountains, harmoniring 
with the perpetual tinkling of the mule-bells, and now and 
then a deep, prolonged peal from the tower of a convent 
or a village church. 

Still ascending, we passed through Astigarraga and 
Andesain ; the PUizas de la Constitucian aHJbrttfied attex 
the manner of that, of Irun. Arrived at Tolosa at night : 
bad dinner, for which we waited two hours ; excdUient red 
wine— ^indifferent beds.. Tolosa is a considerable town, but 
it presents no particular features worth describing. 
17th. We set out from Tolosa at half-past six in the morning. 

The dawning of a fine day soon after showed us a river run* 
ning parallel with the road on the left hand. Beyond th^ 
river rose a high range of mountains, and immediately on 
our right was another range equally high and parallel with 
it. These mountains are covered to their summiits with apjpie 
and pear-trees, and in spme.places afford herbage, but they 
are so steep that one wonders how the sheep which are seen 
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od ihmr ridges could have climbed thither. Here and there 
a rude stone bridge, with one high ardi, is thrown across 
the riyer, which, if a painter sketched with a carrier pas^ng 
over it, — a cottage hard by, the grey smoke curling upwards 
from its chimney top, — ^high mountains on each side, crowned 
with fruit trees, — ^here and there a green spot, whitened with 
sheep, glowing in the partial beams of the rising sun, — and 
in the distance a mountain higher than all, its peak clothed 
with the golden morning, — ^he might render it the centre of 
one of those beautiful pictures which every turn of this 
road presents ; but of which hjs pencil alone could afford an 
adequate idea. At one time a theatre of mountains is 
seen in front over which one imagines he must inevitably 
pass. But when he approaches nearer he finds an opening 
unpercdved before, and turning into it, he loses sight of 
the gceneiy he had just been enjoying, and lights lipon 
new combinations that afford an endless and indescribable 
variety.' 

It being Sunday, we observed several groups of well- 
dressed peasantry going to or returning from the chapels in 
the villages. A wideJeafed hfet turned up full at the sides, 
a brown jacket and trowsers, a vest generally of a gay pat- 
tern, a red worsted sash tied round the waist, white cotton 
stockings, and sandals, together with a cloak, formed the 
dress of the men. A few wore gaiters, round which were 
wrapped pieces of flannel. The women usually appeared 
in a white kerchief, tied loosely round the head and under 
the chm; under the comer that hung behind fell also their 
long platted hair, in which they seemed to take peculiar 
pride. A cotton slip, a coarse dark cloth spencer, cut low 
at the bosom, and a large white kerchief covering the bosom 
and neck, forcibly reminded me of the dress of the Irish 
women. The expression of countenance too, both in the 
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NBMBdMB. men and women, and particularly in the dnldren, is pei^ 
fectly Hibernian, and to complete the resemblance, we seldom 
met a peasant on the road who did not carry under his 
arm a long staff, which in Ireland would be called a shildah. 
The only difference with retipect to the appearance of the 
women was the long platted haar, and frequently a dbowy 
aprm oi a deep blue or violet colour. 

In Villa Franca, as well as most of the towns and villagea 
through which we had hitherto pa^ed, the windows of the 
houses are quite small and unglazed. The manner is to fit 
a shutter to the aperture, which is seldom opened in the day- 
time, the object being to exclude the light and heat of the 
sun, which operates so powerfully in this country. In the 
better order of houses the windows are larger, and the upp^ 
pannels of the shutters are formed of glass. 

The road from Villa Franca to Villa Real is far from bdng 
so interesting as that from Tolosa to the former place. The 
mountains are lower and less picturesque, and the river 
whidi accompanied us hitherto dwindled into a shallow, 
irregular stream* But the mountmns, though lower, are 
not less fertile; they are clothed with a rich earth, which is 
well cultiyated, and are crowned with fruit trees, 

Wliile an early dinner was in preparation at Villa Real — 
where, by the way, the posada is the only good one on the 
mad — ^we strolled into the chapel, and were surprised at 
finding in such a village one so handsomely and richly 
ornamented. The altar is surrounded with Coiinthian 
pillars, of green, red, and dark marble. The foliage of the 
capitals is richly gilt. They produce a diaste, and at the 
same time, a brilliant effect. The custom of burying the 
dead, immediately under the floors of the churches, seems 
to prevail every where in Spain except in Madrid. It is 
scarcely necessary to add, that such a custom is eminently 
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mjliridus to the health of the p^0ple» and ought to be SIovtnilMr. 
nboUsbed. Suoh oburcbes and ohapek a» I have seen in 
Spain are alao very badly ventilated, or rather not Tentihttad 
at aUL The ^riadowa axe few^ of very limited size, and are 
never opeoedu The consequence is that upon entering those 
edifices when the door is first opened, an odour, sudi as is 
felt in sksk rooms, oflPends the sense; and there are no means 
of removHig it. In England it would be deemed of itself 
suffident to produce a plague. The woman who showed u« 
the chapel informed us that the clergy explained the Con* 
stitution every Sunday from the pulpit, and that the inha«- 
hitants wete some for the new system, some against it The 
point, in which all were agreed was, a love of peace and 
quietness, as to the rest they were not particularly anxious 
one wayor the other. 

Shortly af tear leaving Villa Real, we ascended a new pile of 
mountains, the highest which we had yet traversed. Yiew*- 
ing the Pyrenees, from France, one imagines that they are 
<»ily a single range, stretching from the Mediterranean to 
the ocean, and that having once passed the line, he has done 
with them; but when he crosses the firontiers, he finds» league 
after league, mountains rifling beyond moimtains. The 
road frequefdtly passes over thar summits, and in order to 
facilitate the ascent» it winds in a xig^sag course, the an^bs 
being sometimes very narrow, the roads steep^ and runnii^ 
along the. verges of precipices of great height* Soon af ttf 
passing houses and men in the declivities the traveller 
ascaids so high that on looking back he sees than suddenly 
dwindled into diminutive forms. It was oonetantly a source 
^f wondo: to a stranger to observe how carefully the mules 
trod along the brows of the precipices, going frequently to 
their very edge, where the load suddenly turns from one 
side to the other. 
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Nbwnhcr. As we were passing through a village near Villa Real, a 
crowd of boys gathered around the voiture, and cried out 
repeatedly Viva la Constitucion! 'Viva! Viva! It was a 
novel way of begging a few quartos*, which seemed to be 
their principal object ; but upon one of the passengers cry^ 
ihg out Viva el Rey! they shouted No — no! Viva la 
Constitucion I To try his principle, the passenger offered 
a quarto to a boy if he would exclaim Viva el Rey ! To 
do him justice, he rejected the offer. This was the first 
place that I observed any signs of enthu^asm in favour of 
the Constitution. 

At every town we were accosted by a sentinel, who de- 
manded our passports, which were not returned to us until 
after a very strict examination. The gates ware rigidly 
watched by guards of soldiers. They were closed at sunset, 
and Jbefore we were permitted to enter, the voiturier was 
obliged to ^ve a full account of his passengers. 

We stopped for the night at Mondragon. On descend- 
ing at the Posada, we found it filled with soldiers of the 
Constitution, who just marched in after an affair which 
they had had with a party of the " factious,'' about seven 
leagues from hence. They were in great spirits. Their 
whole occupation was in relating the result of the action, 
which they did with a juvenile air of triumph, and in 
sin^ng songs of victory. In some of these a number 
joined in chorus, and their harmony was by no means un- 
pleasing. 
18th. We departed from Mondragon at four o'clock in the 

morning, the road still ascending over a lofty mountain. 
It is between this place and Salinas that the robbers gene- 

* The Spanish quarto is a Email copper coin, eqmvalent to a fiir- 
thing, eight of which and a fraction amount to a real. 
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rally collect thw dties from the traveUer. Three or iriore Noremlwr. 
brigands collect round the vehicle ia which the passengers 
are seated ; one of them presents a pistol, another a blun- 
derbuss, and they tell you, very politdy, that you will pass 
uninjured if you give them your money ; but that if you do 
npt deliver, you must prepare for the other world. After a 
short parley, however, which there is no difficulty in ob- 
taining, they soften down their first demand to a settled 
tribute of two crowns a head, which satisfies them. They 
wish you a good journey, and are full of gracious com- 
pliments. 

The mountains, as we proceeded, began to assume cha- 
racters of nakedness and sterility to which we had been 
hitherto unaccustomed. A few produced fruit-trees, but 
the greater number were bare. After leaving these moun- 
tains, the eye is at length refreshed with the view of an open, 
a fertile, and a comparatively level country, and so it con- 
tinues as far as Vittoria. This large and handsome city is 
seen in all its extent from a considerable distance. It is 
seated at the foot of a range of mountains, which extend on. 
each cdde at the back of it to the utmost limits of the hori- 
zon, and its many steeples, spires, and lofty buildings^ stand 
in distinct and high relief against the broad dark shade be- 
hind them. The road was busy with carriers and farmers, 
riding to and from Vittoria on their mules and ponies, in 
saddles with large wooden stirrups, which are made in the 
form of a square wooden slipper, if such a thing can be 
imaged, and admit the whole foot from the heel to the toe. 
Some rode in paddings formed chiefly of goatskin, without 
any sdrrups, and from their great cloaks covering the whole 
back of the animal, one might sometimes almost have ima- 
ged the fable of the Centaurs realized, so much did the 
limbs of the quadruped seem to belong to the bust of the 
rider. There were several parties of soldiers on the road. 
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Nofttnte. cooking theit breakfast by large fires, -which they hastily 
kindled; and peasants vrere seen coming from the town, 
laden with large round loaves of bread, and goatskins full 
of red wine, for their use. It may be here remarked, that 
the bread of Spidn is generally of a very superior quality : 
beyond all comparison better than is found in France, better 
even than the bread of London* 

The entrances of Vittwia were defended by new rough 
temporary walls, with port-holes in them. The town was 
inundated with soldiers* At the smiths' forges some were 
repairing their firelocks, some sharpening and brightening 
their swords ; some^had their horses shoeing. Every where 
we observed the bustle of warlike preparation. The sound 
cf drums and trumpets drew us to the Plaza de la Constitu^ 
cion, a magnificent square, where we found a body of about 
two thousand infantry drawn up, preparing to march against 
the ** factious/' towards the western part of the province. Be- 
fore they moved, the commanding officer cried out '* Viva 
la Consfitucionr It was answered by a loud Fiva shouted 
along the whole line. <« Viva Riego T — another Viva re- 
plied by the soldiers. " Viva el Rey Constitucional T 
was the third cry, which was answered in a similar man- 
ner. The drums and fifes then struck up the ** Hymn of 
Riego,^ and the body proceeded at a slow rate, pacing in 
time to the music. 

I looked into three or four of the principal churches. 
They were gloomy without being solemn ; richly gilt, and 
decorated with paltry wooden images, which are inconsistent 
not only with the sublime simplicity of religion, but with the 
common rules of taste. The theatre, which has only been 
recently built, was nearly finished. It is small, and remark- 
ably handsome, both as to the exterior and interior. The 
performances for the evening were advertised on a small 
written paper affixed to the door--a Drury-lane sheet of 
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laige letter and eulogies in rabrick being a^ndvanced state Kmmfa*: 
of the art, to which the dramatic authopities of Yittoria 
seemed not yet to hare arriyed* The theatre is of a semi* 
circular form, and it is lighted by a handsome glass lustre» 
It is called Teairo Nacional — for every thing which before 
the revolution had the epithet of Royal added to it is now 
called national. There are some fine streets in Yittoria, in 
most of which a considerable d^ee of industrious activity 
and an appearance of wealth appeared to prevail. 

Aft&r remaining here for three or four hours, we returned 
to our voiture, and began to ascend the mountains beyond 
Yittoria. They are poorly cultivated, wild and steep, but 
they are the heights of La Puebla I the heights amidst which 
that batde was fought by the Duke ot Wellington, which 
waa soon followed by the expulsion of the French troops 
from the Peninsula. I looked about with a lively interest, 
thinking I mi^t descry some of the bones of my victorious 
countrymen. It was an idle, and yet an irresistible impulse, 
for those relics of England's chivalry have long nnee 
mouldered in the dust. I looked also for a ocdumn, or a 
memorial of some sort, which I waB confident the gratitude 
of Spain must have erected in a spot where the domination 
i3i the stranger was first turned to dismay. But nations are 
more indinied to remember the injuries which they mutually 
inflict, or suffer, than the benefits they recdve. There is 
not even a grey stone set up to mark the cold repositories 
of so many English hearts and arms. These mountains are 
th^ only monument ! 

La Puebla is a village of the second order--^the Posada 
barely tdierable. We found the hostess and a female attendant 
(whose woolly head and rude voice seemed to speak her just 
taken in to be tamed from some of the neighbouring rodcs), 
and her companion, more'civiliaed in her appearance, but 
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November, equally rough in her manners, all out of humour, d6ol<^ng 
one another^ and uttering ejaculadons, as if disturbed by 
our arrival from the luxurious enjoyment of a lazy, sleepy, 
slothful evening. There vinere, howeva*, beds, for all, to 
which we retired after a slight supper, and the .night, 
speedily wore away until four oVloek in the morning, when 
we departed. 
19th. ^c descended to Miranda de Ebro, and passed the bridge 

over the Ebro, which is here nether broad nor deep. At 
the bottom of the bridge, a new gate admitted us into the 
town, which is protected by a fortress, seated on a high rock. 
The only street through which we passed was narrow, and 
not very remarkable for its cleanliness. Whenever we came 
in sight of a town or village, it was a warmng to prepare for 
dose, unhealthy odours of every kind, and for brok^i roads, 

which shook the voiture fix>m one ^de to the other. With 

« 

the exception, however, of those in the villages and towns, 
the roads are perfectly superb, very much superior to those 
of France. 

After passing out of Miranda, a rai^ of mountains ap- 
peared directly before us, which we afterwards found to be <^ 
a remarkable character. At this moment (the sun was just 
appearing) those in front of us looked dark and barren, 
masses of gray clouds reposing all along dieir ridges. But 
to the left w^re seen mountains, whose tops were dyed in 
saffron and goLd — tops, some of whidh oonristed of piles of 
dark gray naked stone, and towered to the skies, likecasdes 
and battlements hoary with antiquity. On the right lay, at' 
a distance, a third range, sweeping in the fbrai of a senu^ 
drde, its lower declivities greod with pastures and corn-land^ 
while its higher ascents and summits appeared to be covered, 
with a brown mould, unfiriendly to the toil of the husband- 
man. The rays of the morning l90on pierced the hollows of 
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these laountaiBs, giving their unfruitful breasts to view, and Norembm 
forming strong contrasts between them and the Ught green 
fi^s that lay sheltered at their feet. 

As we penetrated the mountain through which the straight: 
road lay, we found it consisting mostly of immense rocks, piled 
horizontally one over the other, or standing perpen(£cularly^ 
presenting a thousand shapes, and giving this part of the 
country a very peculiar characterp It is while passing the 
village of Ameyubo that the traveller first perceives the 
wild and druidical aspect of these mountains. The road, 
after passing over a bridge, beneath which rushes an im- 
petuous current, winds Uirough the pass of Pancorvo, which 
would seem to have \^eea formed and decorated by nature 
herself. Rocks, or rather immense slabs and blocks, rise to 
an amazing height on each side ; some rough, like groUo- 
work-^some slanting and fluted — some shaped Uke hideous 
monsters, couched near eadi other, their heads scowhng 
down on the road, as if they were placed there to defend it; 
some of gigantic dimensions stand erect like sentinels on each 
side of the pass ; some project over it, whose waght, if they 
feU, would have crushed our voiture, mules and all, to dust ; 
some £4ppear hke pillars of Cyclopean gates, and some Uk^ 
the remains of ruined arches. There is one group of four 
or five hundred smaller rocks, which occupies the whole side 
of one of these mountains, and it required no imaginaticm to 
assign to them the shapes of so many human beings, en* 
vel<qied in hoods and mantles, some in prayer, some in 
meditation, but all as if occupied with the progress of some 
dreadful incantation, which they feared, yet dared to cele- 
brate. Men and mules, moving through these strange scenes, 
appeared reduced to diminutive forms, and the works of 
men standing among them looked like the playthings of an 
in&nt 
After passing Pancorvo, this singular range of rocks con« 
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iS^mcaW. &del3 6h the rigfat hand, but \^ dumitiit« and tkA^ lire 
Covered with a bhck and Imrren mould ; and though the 
weather was remarkably fine, and those sUmimts are not 
Very high, they were covered with dense mists, whidi brooded 
Y({k:»h<thetn afl the day long. The left was bounded by hills 
^f ah intty hue, extenavely cultivated, and forming in 
"the gieHtleness and kindliness of their aspect an agreeable 
contrast with thos^ on the opposite side. 

In the early part of the afternoon we stopped to dine at 
Sahta Mkria, a small village. While dinner was preparing, 
and we wefre iQ staiiditig in the shade, avoidii^ the heat of 
the sun, which was intense, a way-worn traveDer came up 
and told us a long story of a robbery which was com- 
mitted upon him near Tudela, in Navarre. Three of the 
robbers, or factious, for they are i53rtionymous in Spain, ran 
after him, he said, suddenly from beneath the arch of a <lry 
bridge, where they had concealed themselves. They plun- 
dered him of his little money and baggage, and made him 
exchange his good jacket for a vile one which one of them 
Wore. 
20th. The road from Santa Maria to Pradano, where we stop- 
ped for the night, was uninteresting. At the latter place 
we found 'the posada indifferent, and left it an early hour 
on the following morning. We arrived at Burgos at noon. 
The'fambus citadel of this place, which is now in ruins, was 
seated on the peak of 'a higlrhill, immediately over the town, 
made higher by artifidal additions, and so steep, that to dinlb 
it is a work of considerable difficulty. The fortifications 
appear to have befen most skilfully planned, and, to all ap- 
pearance, iiripregiiable. But nothing now remsdns of their 
lowers, and durtatns, and ramparts, save the traces df their 
foundations, and a small part of a castle and wall on the 
side towards the town. In these, some round apertures, 
perforated by the lEngUsh artillery, still remain; but, with 
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-one or two incon^derable exceptions, the other parts' of Novend^. 
those once formidable walls are utterly demolished. The 
Cathedral of Burgos is a curious aud, in some respects, a 
magnificent building. It is most elaborately omamaited on 
the outskle witfi various figures, and its interior is decorated 
-with equal minutei^ss. In the choir are two bronze pulpts ; 
the great altar is magnificent, and nearly over it is suspend^ 
the famous standard of the Cross, which is said to have wit- 
nessed the death of upwards of two hundred thousand Sara- 
cens. In the'vestry we were shown an old trunk, covered 
with red calf-dcin and bound with iron dasps, which we 
were.told had been once the mihtary chest of the celebrated 
Cid. There are one or two handsome streets in Burgos, 
particularly that which runs along tlie side of the river. We 
left Burgos after a stay of two hours ; and, after traversing 
a series of hills and plains, barren and uncultivated, covered 
with heath and broom, we arrived, for the night at the petty 
miserable village of Cdiillo. 

We were now pretty well acquainted with the disad- 
vantages of traveUing in a country reputed to be disturbed. 
Every body with whom we had to do turned this state of 
things, in some way or other, to the purposes of profit. If 
the auberge were not well provided, the excuse was, that 
either the factious had taken away their stores, or they had 
none, for fear they should be taken away. Our arrange- 
ments with the voiturier we also found to have been httle 
better than a gross deception on his part. We allowed him 
liberally for our expenses on the road ; but in return he set 
us down at the very worst auberges to which his experience 
could direct him, in order that he might make the most of 
his bargain. At Cohillo a supper was served, which not 
even native Spaniards could touch. Imagine us all seated 
round a rickety deal table, covered .with an old, torn, stained 
green baize, upon which were placed a soiled cloth, a bowl 

Eg 
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NovembeK of pottage, the odour of which was of itself an antidote to 
banger, and a round deep dish of baked clay^ in which were 
huddkd together shreds of meat and vegetables exhausted 
of thdr nutriment* Two knives^ three pewter forks, with 
one wooden spoon, were the only utenmk upon which we 
could reckon, had we been disposed to use them. The 
room was little larger than the tablcr On each side were 
two bed-rooms^ and on the same floor ^ere the kitchen, the 
landlady's bed-room, and another sleeping-room, full of 
strange faces of carriers, muleteers, and pedestrian travellers, 
aU very proper or very dangerous men for aught we knew. 
The hostess, an immense muscular woman, with a face as 
red as the fire at which she cooked our supper, and a vcnce 
as rude as the noise of a door creaking on rusty hinges, 
completely ^ruled every thing and every body. She abused us 
all in the lump, for not eating of the dii^es she bad so much 
trouble in preparing; and from, the time we entered her 
auberge until we left it, her tongue never ceased to wage 
war, except for the hour or two that it was subdued by 
slumber. The only symptom of gentleness about this horrid 
place was one of our attendants, a little girl of about nine 
or ten years of age ; she was of slender figure, a mild and 
beautiful countenance, animated by eyes of dark haasel ; her 
brown hair was negligently folded up on her head, her 
bodice was laced, in the old Spanish fiEUshion, across the 
breast, and round her neck hung a mlver cross, a locked' Mkd 
one or two little silver trinkets. Her person, though' cruelly 
neglected, seemed to belong to a very different sphere from 
that in which she was now placed. She was assisted by an- 
other little girl about her own age, quite a contrast to her in 
appearance, with rough hair, and a pallid fierce countenance ; 
both seemed to be timorously submissive to the hostess, and 
performed the few duties with which they were troubled as 
if they were frightened at what they were dcnng. It was 
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observable that the only occasions on which our hostess NoTember. 
Spoke i^i any thing like woman's accent were when she 
addre^ifsied thp pretty little girl ; to die other she was as rude 
08 to w(ij body else. 

We ^^t this miserable place at three o'dock in the mom- sist 
ii^ and when the day appeared^ we found ourselves in the 
midst oC a hilly,, heathy, barren country, offering no object, 
even of. wild nature, worthy of notice. Passed through 
Lenpa, a small wretched village, near whifih is a seat of the 
Duke dcil InfanjCado, and a convent for females, which is 
sui3roitnded by a high wall. After leaving this village, the 
country all around is a complete desert; not a trace of 
cultivation to be seen any where, exoepli the sup^b road we 
wejse . traversing— not a «ga of population, exeept that now 
and.tbep we met peasants returning from the woods, their 
anes^in their hands, and their donkies laden with fuel. To 
live, and to xemove from the fire as seldom as possible, 
seemed to be the only objects in the world which these na- 
serable«-)0oking peasants caned about There are vast tracts 
jo£ kind asoiMid Uiem, which a little industry would render 
prodocti^re of com and vines ; it is painful to see how they 
iifwe been.n^lected. In.passing through them, one asks if 
this be SpadnT-a country so long subject to a regular go- 
<vemmrat ? And if.it be, how has it ocmie to pass that such 
extensive traqts of lands hav^ never been reclaimed from 
^h(dr ciri^aal jstate ? Sudi is the aspect c^ die countiy, with 
vaiy little variatioD, all the way to Aranda de Duero ; where 
we ifound quarters, of which we bad no right to complain 
alter tHose of CohiUcw Aranda is among the ooosiderabte 
towns4^014CiuMale. 

The nearer w«| ' advanced towards the metropolis, the 22d. 
aspect <^ the countiy became ruder, and the posadas still 
m«re incommodipua and more miserable. After leaving 
Aranda, indeed, we saw afew vinesfor the first time, and a few 
fertile hills moderately cultivated. But, though the greater 
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November, pmt of the Country is evidently capable of produdag vinesi^ 
fruit*tre^, apd even, in many {daces-, corn, it is left a mere 
waste — ^not a cottage to be seen for many miles, nor the 
- least sign of industry. Extensive pastures without a steep 
upon them, lands warmed by a genial sun, and irrigated by 
numerous stroftms, spread themselves every where .around, 
invitii^ the attention of the husbandman, but inviting it ill 
vain. > 

After ascending a considerable height, we came in view 
of the range of mountains calkd the Somosierra, whose tops 
were slightly sprinkled with the first snow of the seasoDi 
Some plains on the right and left were cultivated, and the 
distant hills were here and there whitened with flocks of 
sheep. While ascending the Somosierra, we wound round 
the foot of one of its mountains, and came suddenly over an 
extensive vale on the ri^t hand, which presented an inv 
teresting contrast to the snow-crowned mounUuns above it^ 
and to the country through which we had been travelling 
for the last three days. In the middle of this valley stood a 
village, with a handsome church, near which was a bridge^ 
thrown across a wide tranquil stream. The current came 
down from a distant hill, and, after meandering through the 
village, separated into several lesser streams, which flowed 
through com lands and pastures, ^ving their surface a treA 
and tender shade of green, seldom to be seen in Spain. 

The night began to draw in as we penetrated the high 
and lonely mountains of the Somosierra. In one of its most 
solitary passes we overtook a party of villagers, who were 
returning from the woods* They were driving before than 
a number of donkies laden with faggots^ and carried thdr 
aies on their shoulders. Several of them looked with prying 
euriority into the voiture — ^very probably deliberating whe^ 
ther they ought not to levy a tribute on the travellers. The 
moon was shining brightly above our heads, in a cold frosfy 
sky, a circumstance which was rather unfevourahle to their 



ii|g hy itself in tht mq^itiiib^^ ivui^r^^^ckA % 9, higlii if,9J], 
and widl defended by Iwrge ^Q)[V gat^i^ l^he pjgbt 1^91 
80 Q^ld^ tbftl PHP fif «t impjiilsie v^ t^^fim^. ^ ti^feft 61^, 
»b«r« wft Imuid 9 gffe^it pil^ of wpftd tmiwgi tlp« l^t^fHi 
» Jfjrg^i wdiUhufflftwred \oojlf ii» WiWflft, s^^ted s^\ oq^ 1^4^, 
And at thf pth?r w oHd Bf^at^Q^ nursing 9fi in^apt, ber gr^ j 
hairs scattered thinly on her f(^p^^«d> ^e^ cpuqt^i^c^ A^^^y 
fuiTowed with ag^ wd hf|rd^nf4 like parebmei^t We were 
^old thfikt ahe wa9 yearly a hundred years old. "[Ctie supper 
wna Qofe. y^t ready) and I "^ent out to ^k at the moimtaio^ 
They appeared deflate ^d cotdi the moon fining on the 
Yirgin nuow^ that lay Uke a light doud on their tops, ^o( 
another house wfts to be seen for miles around, ^or fask 9 
sound tQ be beard) save the distant bf)rk of the sh^phjerd^sj 
dog, and the falling of torrents from the precipip^ 

We left the Yenta of Juanilla at five o'clock in the moru; 3^- 
ipg) and pursued o\xk way £|t^l through the Somosierra ;; and 
aGter passing through Buitrago and Jjozpyyela? both in th^ 
province of New C^st^e, we traversed fi country the mosf 
reinarkeble> pevbap^) tb^t 13 )x> be fqund in Europe. Immer 
diatdy bf^c^e us was a range of mountains, entirely com^ * 
posed of blocks of stoqe, without th^ appearanf:e pf a fopgl^ 
foQt q{ eiirtb. Not only these mou^tainsj^ however, bi^t tb^ 
whole coi;ptry, as far as die eye can rea/ch on either side, is 
CQvered witb similar large stones, many of which l^»ume the 
most groteipque forms. The peasants hav^ pa^es for ^ve^f^ , 
of them — one they c^l the Friars Coffin, 9^ tbe Cap of 
X^iberty, aQOthefr the MiUer^s S^ick, and so op, from resemr 
blance^ more o)r less st^ikb^g, whiph they have foqnd ip these 
Stones tP the obj^ts after which they have named them. 
But the mo^ curious circuimistance belonging to these un- 
hewn and extensive quarries is this, that the stones do not 
appear to have been arranged by tlie usual operations of 
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Nofenfter. nature; they seem many of them to have been thrown to- 
gether by some violent revolution of the earth, many seem 
rounded by having been wash^ backwards and forwaids 
for ages by the force of contending oeeans. They are still 
undisturbed from the position which they first assumed after 
the disorders of the elements which placed them here were 
over, and they offer sources of the most interesting inquiries 
to the natural histpHan — sources which seem to have been 
hitherto left wholly unexplored. 

We arrived for the night at the Venta of La Molara, 
another soUtary auberge, in the midst of a wild and desolate 
heath. This posada is within eight leagues of Madrid, and 
yet, strange to say, it could only afford two beds. There 
was no supper to be had unless eggs and grapes, — a supper 
which more than one of our party would have every where 
gladly accepted. There was only one knife to be had, and 
that a rusty one; the spoons and forks were of wood! 
Slept in the voiture. 
24tli. After leaving this miserable place, our route lay through 
Cabanillas, San Augustin, and Alcobendas. As we ap- 
proached the metropolis, we found the lands on each side of 
the road rich and well cultivated, chiefly disposed in vine- 
yards and corn-fields, but there was scarcely a tree to be 
seen any where, except at a distance of three or four leagues 
on the right hand, where is situated the Pardo — a country 
palace belonging to the King. When we arrived within 
about a league of Madrid, it suddenly presented itself to 
our view with its numerous spires and steeples, standing 
ahnost, like Palmyra, in the midst of a desert. No shady 
groves, no avenues, no country seats, bespoke the approach 
to a great capital. Not an object of any sort was to be met 
worth describing, until we entered the barriers, which we 
passed at half-past one oVlock in the afternoon. 
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CHAPTER IV. 

THE HALL OF CORTES. — THE IflNISTEES. — STATE OF 
PAETIES. 

One of the first places to which I bent my steps, the Norcmber 
mormng after my arrival in Madrid, was the hall of the 
Cortes. It is of an oval form, and has very much of a scenic 
appearance* The throne is at one extremity, and so near 
the wall, that there is scarcely room for a person to pass 
behind it. It consists of a chair of state, supported by 
two bronze gilt hons ; the back of which is composed of 
standards, made in the form of the Roman fasces. On the 
top of It is placed a baronial helmet, adorned by a large 
ostrich feather, which droops over the seat. Over the chair 
of state is the inscription " Fernando VII. Padre de la 
Patria.*** — Ferdinand VII. the father of the country. On 
each side of this chair are two figures of Cariatides, one 
representing South America, and the other the Peninsula, 
which support a square canopy, covered with purple velvet, 
and decorated by curtsdns, which are festooned with golden 
ropes and tassels. The throne is elevated on a platform, 
which is covered With a handsome carpet. 

One step below this there is another platform, covered 
with a carpet of a difierent pattern, upon which stands an 
oblong table for the President and six secretaries of Cortes, 
The President sits at one end, his back to the throne; 
three secretaries occupy each side of the table ; at the end 
oppo^te to the President stands a rilver crucifix. A small 
ffllver bell is placed near him on his right hand, which he 
rings when he feels it necessary to call any of the members 
to order. Copies of the Evangelists, of the Constitution, 
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November, the Decrees of Cortes, and books of authority are arraoged 
upon the lower end of the table, and under it, for conve- 
nience of reference. The table is supported by metallic gilt 
standards, made in th^ sh^pe of the fisces. The platform 
on which it is placed is a step higher than the floor of the 
hidl. 

There are twenty-two benches for the deputies, arranged 
in* equal numbers at each &de of the ball, which fure 
cushioned and covered with purple velvet. The floor is 
tastefully carpeted, and mats are jdaced for the feet. A. 
considerable segment of the oval figure of the hall is railed 
off for the bar, the floor of which ip covered with green 
baize. ^ In the centre are two marble pedestals^ which support 
two large and beautiful bronze lions covched. These grasp 
in their fore claws a thick gilt rod, which is removed when 
the king goes to Cortes, but on no other ocoauon. Below 
the bar is a lofty pair of folding doors, through which his 
majesty and the royal family aqd the officers ci state eptar. 
During the sittings, these doors are guarded on the inside 
by two sentinels, who are dressed in silk and gol4 lace, hats 
and drooping feathers, aft^ the style of the ancient Spanish 
costume. They hold gilt maces in their hands, and are re- 
lieved every hour. They look more like ^ pair of stage 
mutes than the officers of a senate. 

The hall is hung with six large lustres, the tin sconces in 
which mar the elegance of the glass manufeicture. Imme- 
diately before the throne are four bronze figures, sustaining 
sockets for wax lights. There are also several side lustrea* 
They are seldom used, as the Cortes rarely sit at night. 

The decorations consist pnncipally of a number of casts 
from statues, which are well executed. Two, representing 
Genius and Honour, stand on each side of the throne; 
and four^ representing the cardinal virtues^ are placed two at 
^ach side, lower down. There are affixed to the wall several 
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large marble Mm, 6a which are writteiif in ktters (vf gold y ote mba ii 
the naiEies of Alrarez, D. FeliiB Aoeredo, D. LuisDftdis^ IX 
Pedro Velardoy D« Juan Diaz PorUa*, D. Luig Lac^, and 
D. Mariano AlvaiBz, men who have dittingmhed thecn^ 
selreft by their exertions for liberty. Behind the throne aim 
two slabsy on which are written, in letters of gold, the names 
of several men- who have been celelmited as the peeuhar de- 
fenders of the rights and hberties of Aragon and Castik. 
There are two oblong recesses filled with bassos relievos 
of events connected with the regeneration of Spuin, and two 
cartoons of a similar character. On the front of the lower 
gallery the third article of the constitution is inscribed, 
asserting that ^^the sovereignty resides essentially in the 
naticHa ; and, therefore, to it belongs exclusively the right of 
making its fundamental laws.^ 

The only source of warmth whioh the hall affords consists 
of a small stove behind the throne, and two or three hrmeroe^ 
which are arranged at intervals in the middle of the floor. 
These are jbrass pans, supported in circular wooden frames, 
by which they are raised a few inches from the ground. 
They are fiUed with ignited coals, formed of charred brush^ 
wood-**-a mo^ unwholesome fire, which, in dose rooms, is 
dangemus to Ufe, and emits scarcely any heat. 

Spectators are not admitted below the bar, nor into the 
^pace^ appropriated to the deputies. But. they are amply 
provided for by twd large galleries, one ovar the other, 
whidft are at the low^ extremity of the hall, oppoate 
the throne. On the ri^t of the throne, about half way 
between the floor and the eeiling, there is a tribune for the 
amfaiHsadorB, opposite txi which is a i^milar recess, for the 
use of the officers of the guard attendant on the Cortes, 
la the central part ci the hall, nearly on a level wkh the 
flosr^ there is a tribune for the ex-deputies, into which the 
defiuties have the privilege of introducing tlieir friends. A 
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liiailar tiftmie^ exacdy <^4)oske to thia» is oocu}»ed by the 
sfaortJiaiid writers to the Cortes. It is the, duty of these 
gentlemen to take down every w(»rd thafi is spoken, both in 
the i^ublie and private nitings. Their notes are afterwards 
written out, and printed under the control of the aasemUy 
in the journal of the Cortes, together with all the documents 
appert^tining to the proceedings. The reporters to the pub- 
^ press are stationed . at. the two extremities of the fi:ont 
bench of the lower gallery, where n sufficient space is railed 
in for their exduave ^nvenaence. 

The Cortes bcgpn their debates usually at half-past eleven 
in the foroioon; and unless some very important subject 
occupies them, they seldom sit beyond three o^olock* The 
deputitas rise and epeak from their places^ like the mem- 
bers of the house of commons ; and gmerally witheut the 
aid joi written notes. There is a handsome rostrum on each 
side of the chair,^ but they are resorted to only when a mem^ 
her has to state-a pn^)06ition which he submits to the ocm* 
sideratiod of the Ccnrtes, when any of the 8ecreti|ries has to 
make a communication with respect to the routine of 
bu^ness, or when official documents are to be read. The 
Constitution provides that the ministers diall not have seats 
in the Cortes; but this body is authorised to request the 
presence of ai^y member, or all the members, of the cabinet, 
OS often as it thinks expedient. When a iqpiiesrion is^put to 
the vote, those who are for the affirmative stand up in thm 
places, those against it remain sitting. The voices are thus 
easily counted, and during, a division, strangers are not ex^ 
eluded. When the question is one of gri^t impcnrtaace^ the 
j[iames of the members voting on each «ide are tskexk down. 

The ministry of Martinet de la Rosa having lost its moral 
influence in the country, in consequence of a general, thcnighy 
perhaps, an unjust su^icicm, that th^ &voured the mutiny 
pf the royal guards on the 7th of July, 18S2; a new mi* 
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iiistry was formed, eompdsed of men who urere marked out Hatmba. 
for their determined aeal m support of the constitutioii. 
At the head. of the new ministry is ETwisto San* Miguel. 
He was ditef of the sta£P in the army <^ the Ida, and per- 
formed his duties in a blamdess manner. After this he be- 
came one of the pnncipsl members of the party of Free- 
masoBS, to which he owes his elevation. It may be here 
observed that this pi»*ty was originally formed in Cadiz in 
the yiear 181 S, and in the banning they adopted the same 
system of toleration and philttDtbro]^ which is held by all 
the Fr^masons of Europe* In 1614, upon the return of 
JFerdinand, and the re-estabhsbment of the monstrous tri* 
bunal of the Inquisition, they were 'persecuted with peculiar 
malignity. But their internal organiaaticm seizing them 
with the. means- of lactive secret communication, they formed 
the des^ of restoring liberty, and they exerted them- 
selves strenuously to accomplish that dbgect The unsuc- 
cessful conspiracies of Lacy and of Porlier were planned 
and supported l^ this association. At last they were for- 
tunate in the famous revolution of the Isla. All the ope- 
rations of the Army which proclaimed the Constitution 
were annmged in the Lodges, and every thing done through 
the medipim of fbeemasonry . 

SaivMigndlis'a young man who has acquired scarcely any 
polittnal' knowledge, and has not the slightest tact for diplo- 
macy j^^efxtr^mely irritable, and impatient of censure, how- 
ever geiftde the form in which it may be conveyed. In dis- 
tribiiting^e various offices attadifed to his department, he 
has been elw^ged' with great partiality-^4i charge, indeed, to 
wbieh'evi»!y mimst^ is liable, because be very naturally has 
ihtgtesi^M:txmAAencft'm those private friends with whose 
characters and abilkies he is best acquunted. It is further 
barged agamst him> that he has not originated one single 
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NQvem}>er. jtneaiure which indicates a profound and happy genivrs, sinc^ 
be has be«i invented with office. He gets through the 
;vouti&e business with sufficient industry, but there is about 
iam no attribute of a stateswwn. He was one of the editors 
jof thie journal called the Espectador^ immediately before his 
jelevation to office ; and it is understood that he continues to 
support, as well as to control, that paper by his writings. 
' Lopez Banosy the Minister of War, was one of the Ge- 

nerals who commanded in the Army of the Isla. He 
evinced, however, some delay in joining the ConstiUitional 
party. He is considered a good soldier, but not Aiiled in 
what may be called the scieiKtific division of his department 
Gaseo^ the Minister of the Interior, is considered to be 
a man of a firm and decided character. He is of active 
babitS) and attached to liberty. He was an advocate, a pro- 
fessdon comparatively obscure in Spain, because the Courts 
are not founded on a public basis ; besides Grasco never ac- 
quired any eminesice as a lawyer. It is believed that he has 
a sincere love tor his country. He listens with affability to 
the advices which are occasionally ^ven to him, but bis 
great defect is, that he is not " up to the age " 

The Minister of Grace and Justice^, Navarro, is the 
decla:red enemy of all the usurpations and abuses of the 
Court of Rome. He is well versed in the canon laws, <xf an 
intelligent mind, but rather backward in that general reading 
which is necessary to a man who would express himself in 
Cortes in a lucid and impressive manner. He is of an 
austere, unamiable character, and rather a logician xiosn a 
statesman. 

Probity is a rare quality in the Spanish cabinet. It is 
affirmed, however, that the finance minister, Egea, is soru* 
pulously honest. He works hard, is sufficiently acquaint^ 
with the routine of his office, has good intentions, but little 



«M>lBtkxti. He canaAers the modem Maflnck of pbHtioal Notonbeik 
Btonomj as a mere faree. 

Not «5 the -ukm-inariiie minister, Vadillo, iirho is weU 
grouaded in fioltlkal economy, a man of literature and 
kxund^gB. Be was an advoeste at Cadie. He is blamed 
as toodocile, and iaoapableof £rm resdhition* He has written 
nmxxe e^oelielit woiks on the necessity of a free trade, -for 
tvUch he is a zealous partisan* He is considered a man of 
moderation and virtue. 

The man who has perhaps acquired most weight in the 
nunistry, after SanJMiguel, is Capa^, the mtnist^ of marine. 
Wlien he was in Feru« he sunien^red to Lcxd' Cochrane 
the fine frigaAe of war the Maria Isabel, in a maimer far 
from being honourable to his courage. It must, howerer, 
be observed^ that most of the operations of this minister (hav<e 
been commoited upon in vicdoit, which is not always just, 
language. He is a decided enony to South American in* 
dependence, and to hia repres^tations is chiefly to be im* 
pnted the unfortunate policy which infects tlHs, as well as 
the former goyemments, of sending out expeditions to the 
American continent. Report, perhaps calumny, says that 
diese expeditions are not unproductive of gain to himadf and 
his friends. Such is the preponderance which he has ac- 
quired in the state, that there are not a &w of bis party who 
desire his fall, that they may have at least a chance of sac> 
ceeding him. 

The treasurer-general, Yandiola, has no seat in the calnnet, 
but he is intimately connected with the present ministers, 
and generally consulted by them on all financial questions. 
He is rather a young man, forward, well educated; but 
though his manners are elegant and engaging, he has not 
been able to copciliate public o^nnion, which from the b^ 
gmning has been adverse to him. 
. Besides the ministers, the leading men of Cortes^ Augustin 
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Nonmber. and Canga ArgUeUesf, .Graliaao^ J^^timte, ^md a ffi^ V9^ 
jority of that bo^y i^e <^ the party, called FreemnsGna* Jt 
must be understood that in Spain the Society pf Fr«emajft>o^ 
is chiefly of a political character. The mejnbers compqeiqg 
it are persons who co-operated foe the iestorati<Hi of the con- 
stitution in 1820; hence they were so closely connected with 
the troops, who assisted them with such effect on that oc* 
casion, that they naturally adopted principles which every 
day tended JXipJ^. ^^ PP^f ^ subject the country, to the 
rule of a stratocrasy. 

The ministry of Martijiez de la Rosa,^and the party which 
supported it, was understood to be of a character rather 
aristocratical. They were called AniBeros (men who wear 
rings), and they consisted of the higher classes of the 
nobility. It is believed that an opinion prevailed very ge- 
nerally amongst them in favour of certain modifications in 
the constitution, the principal of whidi was the establishment 
of a chamber of peers. Some hopes had been given, it is 
sud, to the courts of Russia and France that the modifica- 
tions which this party contemplated might be effected with- 
out the aid of foreign intervention. But those expectations 
were effectually frustrated by the events of the 7th of July, 
and from that period, it is added, the two powers just men- 
tioned determined on compelling Spain by force of arms to 
alter her constitution. 

The impulse which was communicated to the democratic 
principle of the constitution by the result of the events of 
the 7th of July gave birth to a third party, who called 
themselves Communeros. The leaders of this party, Falarea, 
Ballasteros, Romero Alpuente, Morales, and others, who 
participated by their personal exertions in the victory which 
was gained over the royal guards, conceived that they de^ 

^ served equally well of their country for having preserved the 

constitution, as the Freemasons did for having restored it . 
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They soon gathered around them a very numerous party, Novembo; 
which assumed to itself an exclu^ve interest in the third 
article of the' Constitution, that is to say, in the soverdgnty 
of the people. Some time after the Freemasons came into 
office with San Migiiel, the differences Between them and 
the Communeros grew every day more prominent The 
latter outstripped the former in numbers, and drew up a 
regular constitution, which was calculated to organise a 
pc^ulor confederation throughout the Peninsula*. 

• Sec Appendix, No. I. 
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CHA?TE» V. 

THE LANBAfilTBIAN SOCIE'TT. 

November. Aiionfos's thie c^cers of the rojal guards who ofienly 
mutinied, on the 7th of July was a lieutenant of the name 
of Landaburu. Animated by a fervent attachment to the 
Constitution, he refused, in the first moment of their pro- 
ceedings, to take any part in them. I saw the stains of his 
blood on the pavement of one of the porches of the palace, 
where he was shot by one of his own company. 

The Cortes, on the motion of Galiano, having recently 
authorised by law the re-opening of popular debating so- 
cieties, about one hundred individuals of Madrid associated 
together for the purpose of informing the people of their 
rights, and instructing them in their duties* They elected 
for their president Romero Alpuente, a magistrate and an 
ex-deputy of Cortes, and they gave the name of Landaburu 
to their society. 

The municipal government of Madrid assigned to their 
use the refectory of the suppressed convent of St. Thomas, an 
oblong hall, capable of acconunodating four thousand persons. 
A third part of the hall is firmly railed in, and furnished 
with benches for the exclusive use of the members of the 
sodety and their friends ; the remainder is fitted up with 
seats for the use of the public. At the end of that part of 
the hall which is appropriated to the members there is a 
painted cenotaph, on which is inscribed — A la memoria del 
inmortel Landaburu. Over the cenotaph is the following 
inscription : — La sfjberama reside esendaimente en la nadan 
•—The sovereignty reades essentially in the nation. Square 
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piecm «r caniTM ase bui^ along the sides of tke hall, 0a mvmOMk 
wUfch aue ifTitten several of the moat iHipertaiit artidea of 
ihi9 Ckmstitution* Oji one q£ these, at <iie exlMmity, ia 
imtteu jQin«Mr;s jf tioftir— <-Fiminess and courage ; and ott 
f»odli€Hr, opposite to this, are the words, LiberUui jf 
JifMQfi-^Lifaerty and union. The rostrum is over the 
sailings and elese by the :wall, exactly ipi the form of a 
fcnlpt, iuid upon the front of it is written in large klters, 
JCwstiktcion Q mumie^-^ThQ Ck>n8titutian or death. The 
hall is wdl lighted ; a guard of soldiers aUends io preserve 
order^ and n mUitary hand is presant, which plays patriotie 
airs hcdSore 4he speeches commence, and in the intervals be- 
tmamx them. The chairman iits under the cenotaph of 
Xiandafaiiru^ and rii^ hb bell when them is any di$oider. 
The orator is geneiaUy a menibtf of the society, and when 
he wishes to address the people, he must ascend the mstrum. 
A great number of the visitors consists ci the fair sex, whe 
avefor the most part violent Constitutionalists*-»at least in 
Madrid* The me^angs commence at seven, and terminate 
jftMHit half^past t0n, on the evtenkigs dT Sundays, Tuesdays, 
and Thussdayi. Applauses axe ognified ^ther. by vivas ^ 
by dseppang of hands. The meeting uniformly eendudeft 
«^ a ^sneral shout of Vioaia ComHiueUmj or Vinfa MiUgo^ 
4rhtdb, in g^ieoal acceptation here, ate synonynous. 

It is not wkhin the des^ of this wotfk to enter into an 
hi^orieal account of the speedies delivered in the LandAm^ 
liansoffi^^ still less to justify the extn»nes of dedaiMticHi 
ii> which the ovatora very frequently i^esoi^ted* BiA pei^ 
hapa jt hw speoimens (xf th^ debates may not be een^ 
si&fed altog^dMT unintecestrng, masnaich as 4(hey tend le 
ahi d date.die opimms and geniiBB of that party wbieh is tlie 
most enthusiastic, ar,.aooording to the pievailiBg fihnM, th* 
mrniemiiidf m fiivoisr of the Constitutaon. 

Oncme of that first oocasm^thBt I attMided this «s^ie^, u^ 
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^lovembevi the tribune was occupied by the deputy 6aliano« He mam* 
tained that the most important ends of these tribunes were 
to instruct the people in thdr duties, and also to censure 
the abuses of the Ministry. Upon the latter point he dwelt 
at some length, and enforced his opinion that the private 
lives of public men ought to be as much open to repre- 
hension as their public conduct ; for how, he asked, could 
a bad father, a faithless husband, and a false friend, be 
a good citizen, much less a good minister, or a good ma- 
gistrate P-— In a word, how could such a man be considered 
capable of discharging any one public duty towards the 
state ? In his opinion, the popular tribunes ought to exer- 
cise! a species of censorship over the morals of the com- 
jviunity. He supported his doctrine by the maxiin of 
.Aristides, that, though a proposition were just in itself,^ and 
.cpndi^ive to the welfare of the state, it should not be 
rciceived when conveyed through a suspidous channel ; and 
jte dted several examples of censure on the private hves of 
pubUc persons, from English and French writers. This 
doctrine was combated by Citizen Floran (such is the style), 
who contended that; truth should always be respected, no 
matter how impure the mouth from which it proceeded. 

Citizen Cortabai'ria said that, for his part, he would have 
nothing, to do with the question which had been just dis- 
cussed ; his object was to call the attention of the assembly 
to another point of much greater interest for them, — ^namely, 
tjie armed intervention of the Sovereigns at Verona. Not 
that he believed they would, dare to attempt any such 
thing, but that he might expose the probable result of such 
an intervei^tion, upon the suppontion that they had the 
audacity to direct it. . After attacking the Northern Sove^ 
reigns, one after the other, for their ingratitude towards 
Spain, whose re^tanee to the. tyranny of Buonaparte was 
the DMans ,hy .which they :wfare raised from the dust^/he 
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oontended that the present French army was very differdnt November! 
from the legions of Jena and Austerlitz, which, however, 
the Spaniards had vanquished ; that the soldiers constituting 
the Army of Observation, as well as the majority of the 
French people, loved the Spanish Constitution, and that the 
agents of the present French Ministry were the only degraded 
b^ngs who used every, exertion in their power to excite others 
against a Constitution which they detested, because it was 
truly free. Thus he reasoned, that if an invasion should 
take place through the instrumentality of the French army, 
it would be fatal only to the aggressors. 

This speaker was followed by Citizen Morales, who went 
b^k to the question of censures on private character, which 
he vehementiy deprecated, as it would lead to a system of 
infamous calumny and private delation. The true censor of 
a free country was public (q)inion formed on public conduct, 
He then touched on the events of the 7th of July, and the 
Congress of Verona ; as also did Citizen Romero Alpuente, 
afto* which the meeting separated with shouts of " Fiva 

On a subsequent night two boys from one of the S6Hi, 
public, schocds. sustained a dialogue (which, of course, had 
been prepared for them), in which they criticised the man- 
ner of conducting some of the newspapers of Madrid. 
They complained that the editors treated the most important 
political questions in such a way that nobody could under- 
stand what were their opinions concerning them; that they 
afforded no instruction to their readers, but threw before 
them a mass of matter which confused rather than enlight- 
ened the public mind. This dialogue caused a good deal 
of laughter. 

The, subject which most warmly engaged the attention of 
the meeting was the, apprehended invasion. ^^ The Sove- 
r«»gns'at Verona,^ said Citizen MorsQes, '^threaten lis with 
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Vamokm HO iikvttifm in case we do ii6t modify tmif C oiMti i lilU app 
But itot their iBenaoes^--ii0> nor nt kvanoft 9it{)pidrled by 
three hundred tliousand of thCT shxres^ shall e^r bd^ir dowa 
tiie* hercnsm of the Spanxdi nation. What I fear lA, thut^ 
backed hj these menaces^ there wiH not periiaps be wMting 
fiome pusillanimons Deputy, who, under the pretext <Qf 
faviag the country from the dtfiasters of war^ will prcfpOM 
to the Cortes the necessity of modifying the Conatitutioo; 
Citizens ! I hare said, perhaps, because I cannot bring my- 
self to befiere it. The powers with whidi the Beputi^ tM 
invested Are no more than are necessa:ty to make thesto'tb^ 
organs of th^ constituents^^or, what is the same thing, 
Aeofgansof the will of the nation, and that nation never w31 
im£fer the Constitution, to whic^ it has swotn, to be lOtered 
hi the most minute point. Citizens^ the c^mifCiy migbf t^ 
in;, danger if such an invasion should take place, but n^ tK# 
ConstitutioQii^-^that shall remain inviolabie^-^three hundreil 
ihoioand arms are raised to support it.^^-^(£iithusiKs^ 
applause.) 

This orator was followed by Citizen Muralejo, who 
pdured out a violent philippic against the higher orders of 
^ Clergy. He dwelt on theb revenues, theb inutifiljf, 
and, above all, <m thMr animosity to the Constitution ; ti» 
oppose which they were, he said, uniting all their meani^ 
both in mmiey and personal exertions^ The Cortes, he 
added, o<)«ild not be unacquainted with these thingg, and 
when they were employed in regulating the Clergy, they 
flhottid have driven out ^these drones, as useless to lB^ 
country as tibey were prejudkial to the cause of Kbetty» 

Bomero Alpuente, on ascending the tribune, was recei^;^ 
vnth those marks of applause which are usually ccmferr^ 
to popular leaders. After dwelling some time on the re- 
ports of the approaching invasian, he thus pto&asA^i 
^* During the war of indep^idence,^ sud be, ^ we bad ki 
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dor. fahwF thft host ef frurn, who Ibond they «h0iild Iqw jjhmOm: 
Aiir.revismies; but thoM^ are now our greatest &^tm&t. 
We bad also in our favour the anstga'at^, who equally 
tmnbled for. their nehes and pirivileges ; up to ihisi tkne al^o^ 
the men of fiteiatuie and leaming rivalled each other in 
tupppstiiDg the cause of independenee ; but now-— the thing 
inuat he openly oonfessed-— now, aome for one cause, some 
for another — all, all of these are our greatest enemies* 
Wl«t» then, is our remedy ? Do you ask it? We must 
t^tmihihU ihem; we mtf$t da mth them as was done in 
France, where j in one nigkt, fourteen ihausand were exe-* 
cuied; th«a we shall be without serviles, without neutrals: 
all patriots, and patriots only, and we shall be again in the 
same situation in which we were in the year S.*^ Theorator, 
after arginng that England was seLP-interested in presemng 
the independence of Spain, because if it was destroyed the 
prepooderanee of power would past to Russia, which would 
he the same tlung as if it had {lassed to Napoleon, eonduded 
bia harangue with Vhia la Consiitucion, which was enthu-* 
fliaatically repeated. 

Thius it may be observed, the memba-s of the liandaburiap 
Society da&vered their aentiinenta with unbounded freedom^ 
acvt to say UcenUousness. There was no tope afloat in the 
capital that was interesting to the people which they did not 
discuss in all its bearings^ Every night fresh crowds fiUed 
the balL Like all large assemblies, they seemed verging 
ecMistantly towards extremes, denouncing those who did not 
lAeet their wishes i^ every point, impatient of moderate 
measures, fickle in their admiration, and atrocious in their 
batred& The orators who usually harangued them seemed 
t9 me to be men of violent opinions^ little knowledge, greaf 
Ibrw^dn^ss, aod very ^mited talent. Citizens Galiaqo^ 
Mimm, JUnaero Alp**ente, M©riai and Morales, are e^ 
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ability* , These orators spoke with a. fluency .which 
sometimes energetic, if not eloquent; they wiece. the/ 
popular, especially Alpuente, who is the idol of the exaitadof. 
This e&pn^ssion is equivalent to that of ouoTiUltra-radicakf 
aiad confiideving his age, the ^ithusiaam of his manner, and 
theprincif^s which he professes, Aljniente may be calhid- 
the.Major.Cartwrigfatof Spain« . -.i 4 

3^ ^In the early paort of December a meeting oi the Soobety 

took place, whidb, imder all its ciicumstances, was radwi^ a 
remarkable one, inasmuch as, at one period of it, it wasfeaiied 
that the people would have rushed out into the streets, and 
have raised the standainL of sedition. ^ 

It mu8t.be premised that, during the evening, these wb»« 
report busily circulated in- Madrid, that the chidb of tha 
mutiny of the 7tfa of July were released, from prison hy- 
order of the Ministers, and that they wcnre already mv&al 
leagues from the metropolis, on their way out of the P^ttn« 
sula. The decision of the Cortes, confirming the capitada«^ 
tbn of Palarea a^d Flacentia, by which the lives of those 
who surrendered to those Constitutional diiefs were sav^d, 
seemed to eSotA some grounds for the rumour. But though 
the lives of the leaders comprehended in these capitulati<»n 
were thus protected, it nas not doubted that they would be 
tried, and subjected to degradations, ccmfiscadoas, and long 
imprisonments, in Afiri^san or South Ameriean|7r^ji<jja5«- Bdo 
sides these, there were several leaders in custody who were not 
comprehended in any capitulation, and who, it wlas afi little 
doubted, would suffer death. The report stated thatithe 
leaders of both these classes were set at liberty on conditioiii 
of quitting Spain without delay. It was true that the «x>^ 
Political diief, San Martin, had been just liberated *froBa 
prisw, as there was no distinct charge found against -him* 
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'vtPf pPdhtklj^tof the purpose of impeUing the meeting to 
mlsntJi^easQres. 

.Thefbu^nesB of the night was opened by CiftizeD OUer, 
irho was followed by Citizen Romero ; but they were scarcely 
itttsnded.^ito^ so busy were the people, in communiGating to 
OBdiianetherithe rumour of the hour* In proportion as it 
was circulated, the exasperation of the crowd began 'to show 
italifkdn aifvery uoequivocal manner. In tjie midst of this 
agitetion. Citizen Floran ascended the tribtut)& ' 
-• *^< What is it," he asked, *< that i^tates you ? We oi^ht 
sdl > of us to be prepared to follow the march of things. What 
do you fear? Are you ignorant that in 'the- midst of you 
areite be found the sentinels of liberty ? Are you not well 
tfsiiiired diat we would every one of us perish bdfoiie we. 
idiOuU'. see this sacred temple of freedom profaned P What 
has Inqipened to alann you ?" 

:jSeveral voices answered, ^^ Nothing**nothing can alarm 
us; we fear nothing.''' 

^^^ If' I had not that confidence in you,'' continued the 
omtor, ^' never, never should I have appeared in this tri- 
hbne.' I' know well that, when summoned to defend your 
ly^ierti^, yoa are lions. But I have particular reasons for 
requesting the strictest order. This night, citizens, let us 
sirear'once more before the tomb of the hero who died for 
Mbetty^^^Ae Comtkutwti or deaih ! — ^Do you swear ?^ 
' ** Yes — ^yes! we do swear!'' answered the whole crowd 
tMllimoasly. Tranquillity, howfever, did not follow this 
jatfuldlvemm-; on the contrary, the music, which was struck 
iSp'f3ih&v Fioran left the tribune, could scarcely be heard, 
8CE.k>ud were the narratives and the expressions of indigna* 
IMD that rose from se^ral groups in the haM. Citizen Oll^r. 
again ttdoimted the tribune ; b«it his efforts tb calm the mind 
of the miAtitude were to little purpose. 
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Btoecnta^ ^^ Wbo is tliere aoMagBt wr^^ and fat^ ^^ who wotddndt 
shed the kst drop cf his blood in d«f<»ice «f our liberti«a^ if 
they were in danger ? — [Yes ! they are in danger, gaclainHgd 
many TiMces.] Ha^ethe goodness to hear mew • I trusi that 
Umhorow we shall be aUe to aoquire auth^itic infomialion 
with reqiect to the intdligenoe which has excited your in* 
digBation«-^[Ft«e«^a sxaHadonr^l know no English woad 
eqttiTalent to the latte&*--it signifies a paauonate, an enthi^^ 
nasdc state of mind, which is not understood by the English 
word << exaltation.^] — For the rest, it is absolutely necessary 
that your conduct should support these tribunes, wluch we 
hare reooTered with so much difficulty*^' 

St31 the agitation continued. In the midst of it Citizen 
Fkiran again aj^ared in the tribune. ^* Ftxas laemaUa* 
ei&nf* said he; ^< without it we should nerer have fuUy.vw* 
dieated our liberties! Assuredly we now feel how miic^ 
our inactivity has cost us; but^ citizens, there never was an 
oceafion when we ought to conduct ourselves with greats 
prudence than on this night. It is rumoured, in &»b8tan«e, 
that San Martin is, or is about to be, set at liberty ; that 
Castro Terreno is, or is about to be> set at liberty." — [Tha 
indigna^n of the audience here rose to such a height, that 
some cried out, ^^ Let us go in a body and aaoertain th^ 

truth of this report— if it be true *##•♦« 

This movement, however, was opposed with ejEfect.} — ^^ Cjyti» 
zensy" continued Floran, *^ I conjure you, in the name of that 
country which you adore, not to compromise this societyw 
Viva la Constitticum f *~[This cry was repeated by the«xii^ 
titude ; the band forced all theb might into the inatrumeftta^ 
that they might drown with patriotic song the murmurs ef 
the people, but all in vain; the exaUeUion of the eraw4 
rather increased than lessened. In the midst of this ccm« 
ftunon. Citizen Gordstiza ascended the tribune.} He pfisised 
<« the noble fire" by which the meeting was animated, b«t 
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itt^«hie fflme ^me oonjtired tbe peofile ta wait until the 9B(»m* 
iog to aseertain dsereal extent of the rumoinrBbyirhich they 
ureKe agitated. (Yes, finrseoth 1 by that time the criminals 
will be a bundled leagues from the captal.) ^^ Gitizen%* 
he continued, <^ I should be false to my principles^ if I ad*- 
dressed yoo on a point upon which I have not sufficient dajfea 
(We hare fhem,) If any of you be fuUy acquainted wikk 
the facts, enter this tribune and relate them — I sUl yidd 
it with pleasure.^ [No answer was giv^ to this in:9itatieii, 
and the oratix' digressed to the subject of the Frendi Army 
of Observation, upon which he was heard with sv^Scioil 
tranquillity*} He was followed by Citizen Peres Bibft% 
who unfortunately went back to the topic of the zumow% 
iiMch, he said, if they were true, afforded strong gcoittids 
fer alarm. [The criminals have reaped i exclaimed a voice 
ill the crowdr} ^ Would to Heanren^" added the speaker, 
^iJiat all tiiose who are Kke them weve sow a tbimsaQd 
Itegues from the Peninsula I [Murmurs of disappsobation*] 
Citieens, I have given proofs of my patriotism, and you can** 
Bdt justly doubt my sentiments. I would be heartily ^ad 
that all the criminals should expiate their treason oit the 
8(!aflbld ; bot, when we have no certain pitiofs to go updn^ 
why Bhould we be exalted^ The Sodety haa sent out per^ 
sonB to see what is going on in the capiftal, and they say 
that evary thing remains perfectly tranquiL (Several vdkses 
^^We waaiit no moderation.) The question here b not 
abont moderation ; and I have repeatedly said in thb tribune 
Am I oncereiy wished, because I thought it necessazyy that 
aH'Aose' implicated in the events of the 7th of July should 
pay the forfeit of their crimes. (One voice — We want no 
deceivers.) The question here is as little about deodtvera 
IW my part, I will not approve the conduct <tf government^ 
if tikese reports be- true; but, until we know that they axe 
true, how can we take any part ? (A voice — They are true. 
I have seen the culprits on thrir way out of the Peninsula.) 
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December. Citizens, I have swam to die for the Constitutioii; T wm 
ready to fulfil this oath : do you desire more ? He "who im 
terrupts me, let him mount this tribune, and show that; he 
has done more for the cause of liberty than I have done. 
Citizens, whilst the defenders of the 7th of July exist, you 
have nothing to fear ; but let us hope that the day is di^»nt 
when it may be necessary for that body to prove its valoinr 
once more. Remember that you have need of inuch pro- 
caution ; consider what a triumph it would be for the Ser- 
viles* if, upon the ground of such rumours as these^ of /the 
truth of which we are not assured, we should rush out iiAq 
the streets and make a tumult.*" (Yes, the report is true^ 
exclaimed many voices ; we know it to be true.) » v 

Citizen Floran occupied the tribune for the third tiiAe. 
" Citizens,^ said he, " do me the favour to hear me. Flendi 
has often assured you that the orators who are in the hei^ 
of addres^ng you are worthy of your confidence ; but if you 
doubt them, it is in the power of any one amongst you to 
enter this tribune, and to show the contrary. The people 
are sovereign ; but you ought to respect this place. -Thi^ 
very night it is perhaps essentially necessary for you, above 
all others, to preserve silence and order. No more mumiui» 
then ; he who has any thing to say, let him ascend this trix 
bune. It matters not if you are unaccustomed to the art of 
speaking in rounded phrases ; all that the country requirea 
is that you may speak of its interests. For the res^ you 
well know that those men whose love of liberty has identified 
them with the country are sufficient to crush all our epaooies, 
even though the Congress of Verona and France should come 
forward, trailing behind them the chains of ^ilavery. Let 
the signal of battle be given — then you will be seen in the 
proud attitude of free men combating for your liberties^ and 
conquering its enemies. Yes — ^you wiU conquer them» wee 

• Those inclined to. the old regime. 
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one free man is worth three thousand slaves. Thus animated Deoembeik 
by the spifit of liberty, three hundred Greeks vanquished 
as many millions who sought to oppress them.^ (This ad-. 
dress to the passions produced no effect ; Floran, popular, as 
he isy was obliged to stop, so great was the confusion of many 
raices, all raised to tones of indignation. The Vice-Pre- 
sident rung his bell in vain, and threatened to put an end to 
the sitting, if order were not restored.) 

It was now ten o^clock, and the return of order appeared 
Yery unlikely, until Rcxnero Alpuente took his seat as Pre* 
sident of the Society. He was received with repeated vivas, 
as was also the Political Chief of the province (Palarea), 
who came in shortly after. 

Citizen Grorostiza took this opportunity of announcing 
^ flight of the " Regency" of Urgel from the territory of 
SfMon. 

Alpuente ascended the tribune. It was some time brfore 
he could speak, so incessant and boisterous were the ap« 
plaftises with which he was received. At length he was 
audible. ^< Citizens,'^ said he, ^< it appears that tranquillity 
has been a little interrupted here, by the reports which are 
current about this devil of a Tintin. [TiiUin is a nick-name 
fer Sail Martin.] The Society will have first to varify the 
fikcl, next to examine .the motives which led to his appre* 
hension, and thirdly to inquire why these motives have dis« 
appeared. These were points into which they could not 
enter at present, as they had not sufficient data; aiid he 
therefore recommended them to let the inquiry stand over." 
l%ie <orator then delivered a homily upon the necessity of 
applying themselves to the acquisition of political knowledge 
'^♦Knowledge alone," he contended, " formed the grounds 
finr that preference which one man gained over another, and 
free dtkens ought to emulate each other in pursuing it, as 
they would be all thus enabled in turn to serve their country. 
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p^cembflB. Twohoiuvi irete leeoiigli for eaiiogf ^gjtkt Jboitts &r sl^^fiiuft 
four for amiuainent and -raiting, and the tmi^Jmg.teKki9f 
the twenty-four should be dedicated to ]iit^eet»al aognin^- 
menta.^' Alpuei^ uras beard calmly, the aitting «Bded, ^ 
jneedng jqukdy diBpereed, and thua ended ifae buwneaa ^ 
this .threateniog evening. 
s^b- The aubject 'was resumed in the subseqpieiiit meetiaig %if 
Citizen Floran. '< TmHn is at liberty!! ^e ex^Pqlitkil 
Chief of Madrid — San Martin — who disappeared from f>ur 
ranks, and joined the conspirators ! Nether here, nqic ua 
the provhices, . waa any man ignorant that he acted with tbi^ 
associations which were formed agaimrt; oariiaedmM iwi hm 
is set at liberty ! But who could have done this ? And if 
it haTe been done^ are the Spanish people of so little Talue 
tfiat they do not deserve .to be informed of a measure so •m- 
traoidinary ? If the people of Madrid had not had sanrndi 
dmcacetion, who con doubt that on the night when this iateL- 
ligence was first ccmmunicated th^ would have beesa * , , 
.... that which their ^^iiemies so much fear ? And then, 
when the streets mig^t have flowed with blood, what would 
diose enemies have had toaay iar themselves i If they ^me 
makinjg expevim^its on the patience c^ the Spanish pac^e^ 
may they one day feel the effects of its resentment ! The 
pervecse wish that we should rise one against the other, ihni 
fdend diould raise hk hand i^ainst friend, and ln»)ther 
agtinit brother. Hoiw they deceive thonselves! The Spanish 
people take up arms only against their tyrants^ Why all 
thisjaiystery in iheproeeedings? Because they are carried 
on without justice and without reasoUf Nothing la so e^n* 
vanient.as darkness to cover hands that are aqaployed in the 
protection of crime. Woe I woe betide thee, Spainl if the 
same deciaon take plaee with respect to the other culiMrita i 
Citizens I if it be eertain that patriotism rose to its acme«cia 
the 7th o£ July~if it be oert^ that on that day the tree at 
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Hkeitjrvhiyt forth its mote^ it iff ecjuaUy true that suKe that 
fitfjp a momtfer hte been contimiaUy renumc^ the eaorth 
^mbiA tooiwees them, ia oider that, being exposed to the air, 
Ihey maj wither. But, malignants, tremble! ne^er diatt 
you obtain the object which you propose I Your blood eball 
water them; it shall nudce them grow, and spread more 
veidamiy than ever. Yes, be assnred that for eireiy step 
wfaidi you take to weaken our force, the sons of hberty shafl 
exert all their vigour even to the last gasp of life, and they 
^idl perish or trample on the tomb t^ their tyrants 1^ {Aloud 
«hi>u^ of erottafjon, wUch continued for several minutes.) 

^We have seen," said Citizen Morales, "^the palace of a 
joonsdtulaonial kmg converted into a garriscm of enemies to 
Al^ eotmtry, and we have seen that those same enemies west 
the pevsons who snrrounded and advised that king. What 
was €he result f The people triumphed, because it was re* 
8ol^«d not to bear the yoke of despotism. Five months have 
dafMsed since that period, and what has been done with thoae 
criminals ? They walk in the streets of Madrid ! With such 
impunity as this, I should not be auipriaed to find another 
7th of July, and one fiaught with more extensive evils, in a 
course of preparation. Do you not remember the in&mooa 
project for disarming the militia ? If it had taken place, what 
would have been our ffltuatbn? And yet the men who 
Wttnted to carry this project int^effeet remain, and are likely 
to remain, unpumribed f This impunity is die or^iit of all ou9 
misfen^unes, yet it continues i To viiat purpose are the valour 
and ibebayonetB of Mino against afibction which is so strongly 
supported in the Cortes.'^ Laying aside farms and phraaea^ 
#hicli tnean only to ddiude, I say that this impunity for the 
eraninak les nothing less than treason against the State; To 
what end have we laws, if they be not executed ? It were 
better, in my ofnmon, to^hove no laws, where they are no 
more than a phantxnn in die hands (^ the ^cmetffA tx^^oppresa 
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]>eoember. the people* There were laws in the time of the despotnm 
but Spaniards were not the less slaves ; it is the same case 
to-day. To what end have we a Constitution, about whose 
preservation so much noise is made, if it be not strictly and 
impartially enforced ? Citizens, undeceive yourselves. We 
af e i^ot fr6e — ^nor can we be free whilst the laws do not coerce 
the hi^h as well as the low. We shall have no country— 
we shall be slaves, though wearing the cap of liberty, so long 
as the cause of the 7th of July follows not the course which 
justice points out. We are charged with violence. Yest— 
the speeches which are delivered here are * atrocious;^ be- 
cause they discover the hypocrites ; they are ^ atn^Adtis,* 
because they cry out against so scandalous an abuse. Ah ! 
if in the beginning the heads of the delinquents had fidlen, 
we should not hitve seen the beautiftil fields of Catalonia 
turned into wastes, covered with mourning and desoklioD. 
Citizens, if this impunity continue, prepare yourselves for 
suffering incalculable evils. Justice! justice! is the only 
means of saving the country : in no other manner can it be 
effected, unless our revolution degenerates into anarchy. 
Execute the laws, and the factious will be speedily quelled. 
Without justice the Constitution is no more than an empty 
name.^ 

Nothing appeared to me more extraordinary in these assem- , 
blies than the faculty for public speaking which almost every 
person who a^^)eared in the tribune possessed. The construe 
tion and copiousness of the Spianish language are indeed pe- 
culiarly favourable to oratory : when clearly pronounced, it is 
a language delightful to the ear. It is besides so expresidve, 
^ thateven in the height of passion it is equal to the fervour 
of the mind, and very seldom stands in need of periphrasis 
or of illustration. In common conversation the fluency of 
Spaniards is almost oppressive to an Englishman; and he is 
apt to suspect that, where there are so many wcnrds, there 



ifjHftl^^i^efepIr of tJxoug^^; th»t wJboQ pnwbes ot, threats December, 
^f^jupfj^y^lmpdant, the feeart to j^ve, ,^ the hand. to 
cijBfiUte^igrflslow.topursue^them. .. 
V, It c^i^ot be^ denied that the ^pea^hes delivered in this 
spje|etyj[^a4 * powerful influence, oQt only on the. people of 
'Sfifi^df^ but on the whole pouAtry. Similar societies were 
«g]^^^ in Bait^elona, Granada^ Yal^oiay. and other 
^^iffjfs,; ii;ad from the report^ of \h^ , proceedi^jgs it aj^ 
pp^/J jji^ they yery generally rqpeat^^ tbe.^ntijpentf.c^ 
the.^r^orspf the capital* It was.impcy^ible.fpr xne to agr^ 
i;^ thqsev persons who represented ihe^exfiggfratUfnspf the 
La];vdabvu;ian$,as mere rhetqrical decls^piaitions, which passed 
971^^ th^ ,heafls of. the people without {voducing a^y im- 
ppQif9)i)i^ ,qn their p^nciples. It cannot .but be observed that 
t^.(,Y^^f beginning to t^ead as nearly as possible in the 
f9Pt^it£ps ,iQf the Pxench Jacobins — a faction which iirst 
t^|ped,a§ide. thej^yolutio^ of France fi^om it^ priginal.calm 
a^ legfdi progress. . It was therefore apprehended by many 
r^isqnable.n)^,..that upless some measures were taken 
to counteract . the effects of the Landaburian oratory, we 
shppid £|oon witness in Madrid transcripts of those scenes 
wlu(;h deluged the streets of Faiis with blopd^ 
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CHAPTER VI/ 

GENERAL STATE OF THE COUNTRY. 

December. It was observable that soon after the unsuccessful mutanj 
of the royal guards in July, the bands of armed men, who 
called themaelves the " Army of the Faith,'' and were stig- 
matized by their enemies with the appellation of ^^ the 
Factious,*' were considerably augmented in the three frontier 
provinces of Catalonia, Aragon, and Navarre. It was 
suspected, with every probability of justice, that the ultra-^ 
royalist party in France, of which the Duke of Angoulenae 
is the head, found means to supply the chieftains of the 
^< factious" with money, arms, and clothing. Certaiii it is^ 
that the conver^on of the Cordon Sanitaire into an ** army of 
observation," the increase of that army, and the friendly re- 
ception which all the royalist Spanish refugees experienced 
in France, lent at least a moral support to the ^^ factious," 
and taught them to expect that the period was not far distant 
when they might count upon more ejBfectual assis^^ce* 

All the efforts of the Spanish government were vigorously 
applied to the extirpation of these armed opponents of the 
constitution. Mina marched in blood through the fair fields 
of Catalonia up to the very seat of the " Regency" in the 
Seo de Urgel, whence he succeeded in expelling that self- 
constituted authority. - Torrijos, a young and sanguinary 
commander, had orders to clear Aragon of the " factious." 
Similar instructions had been given to Carlos Espinosa in 
Navaii'e ; and it cannot be doubted that both these chieftains 
used the most sincere endeavours to obey them. Indeed, the 
orders which were sent generally to the provinces with re- 
spect to those who were not active supporters of the exisUrig 
system, wotild seem to have emanated from a conclave of 
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men Kttle accustomed to the usages of civilized warfare. December/ 
What, for instance, is to be said to the commander who, 
after receiving prisoners, upon the usual understanding that 
their lives should be spared, selects a certain number, and' 
orders thAk to be shot ? Not only has this barbarous out- 
rage upon humanity been perpetrated by the constitutional 
diiefbdins, but in more than one instance they have taken out 
unarmed inhabitants from their houses, and upon mere oral- 
information that they were of the " factious,*' without « 
trial, or a legal inquiry of any sort, they commanded them^ 
to be pfR to death. It was no uncommon circumstance to 
read in the provincial papers that such a person was shot itt 
such a village at " the request of the people C that is to say, 
a mob raised a clamour against an individual, and without 
ascertaining whether he was guilty or innocent, the autho- 
rities ordered the sentence of the " sovereign people** to be 
executed. And these facts were related without a single 
observation expressive of surprise or sympathy, as if they 
were in the common course of justice. Cruelty is not stripped 
of its criminality by whatever party it is exercised ; and it 
appears still more sanguinary in its character when it is 
adopted by that «de which bears at least the legal semblance 
of supremacy. 

Those very energies, however, which the government was 
compelled to put forth for the extinction of the insurgents, 
tended only to augment the fina.ncial embarrassments of 
the country, and to spread still wider the flame of discon- 
tent. The loan which had been contracted in the November . 
of 1821 with the house of Ardoin, Hubbard, and Co. 
though apparently calculated to place one hundred and forty 
millions of reals at the disposal of the finance minister for 
supplying the deficiencies of the year, fell very short of its 
expected effect. In March, 1822, the deficiency of the ge- 
neral revenue amounted to nearly two hundred millions of 

g8 
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Deccmbtf. reals*. This deficit the government proposed to cover, not 
by an increase of taxes, nor by having recourse to'a new loan, 
but by reducing the expenditure to die measure of the income. 
The fault of almost all the ministers who held the helm of 
the state since the restoration of the constitution was^ that 
of resolving too much on the principles of theorists and op- 
timists, without providing against the difficulties which they 
had to encounter in practice. The possibility of making 
new reductions in the public expenditure, after the sweeping 
reforms which the Cortes had abeady accomjdiished, could 
scarcely have been contemplated, howevar much it might 
have been desired. In point of fact, the deficit was not 
covered in the way proposed ; on the contrary,^ the agitated, 
and harassed state of the whole country caused the revenue 
to be collected with greater difficulty than ever, whilst its; 
expenditure was increased ; and on the Srd of December in: 
the siGUoae year a committee of Cc»:tes proposed that new rents 
to the iamount of forty millions of reals should be inscribed 
in the great book, in order to meet the extraordinary exi-^ 
gencies of the state -f. ' ' ^ 

The contributions andrevenues which at this period formed 
the national income of Spain arose from the following sources : 

Land tax estimated at :|: - .* - 150^000^000 

Tax on the clergy - * - 20^000^000 

Arrears of tithes - - - 10^000^000 

Taxonhouseff - - - 10,000,000 

Patents (licences for trade) - - 12,000,000 

Duties on consumption - - 100,000>0CK> 

Carried orer - - 302,000,000 ' 

♦ See the Finance Report laid before Cortes on the 5th of March, 1 822. 

t It was estimated that these 40 millions of reals rents would sell in 
the market for about four millions sterling. 

:( K the English reader will allow lOL. sterling for every 1000 reals^ 
he may easily ascertain the amount^eMiese sums in British money. 
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^^^' December. 

Brought forward - - 302,000,000 

■ Tobacco - - - - 65,000,000 

Salt -. - - . 89,000,000 

Customs . * - 60,000,000 

BegUtratum duties » ^ * 30,000^000 

Stamped paper - - - 18,000,000 

Church bulls - - - - 12,000,000 • 

Lotteries - - - - 10,000,000 

Post Office - - - . - 10,000,000 

Duties, half yearly, deduction on appdnt- 

ment to office, &c. - * 4,000,000 

550,900,000 
This income was collected at a charge of 11 8,763,467 reals, 
which is not included in the above estimate ; and, being 
added to it, therefore it makes the whole amount of the estr- 
mated receipts of the year 668,768,467« 
The expenditure was estimated as fdlows : 

. Bents inscribed in the Great Book for paying 
the interest on the loan of 200,000,000 
reals, n^otiated with the house of 
Laffitte and Co. of Paris, in November, 
1820, snd also of that of 140,000,000 
>; reals, contracted with the house of 
Aidoin, Hubbard, and Co. in Novem- 
ber, 1821 ^,000,000 

Sinking Fund on the above loans • 50,000,000 

Ministry of War in. peace - - 280,000,000 

Marine - - - - 100,000,000 

Home Department - - - 100,000,000 

Justice » •> « • 30,000,000 

Foreign Affiuis - - - 20,000,000 

Ministry of Finance, with pensions - 60,000,000 * 

Boyal Household - - - 46,000,000 • 

New inscriptions in the Great Book - 40,000,000 

816^000,000 
Net estimated receipts - - -550,000,000 

Estimated deficit - « - 266,000,000 
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Pecembe* In addition to this estimated deficit, the Finance Minister 
stated in his report to Cortes in the November of this .year, 
that there was another jdeficiency also tg be provided for, 
amounting to IQly^SySlS^reala, which remained over from 
the two last financial years. This is the deficit alluded to 
in the Finance report of March, 1822, already referred to, 
and here we see how erroneous were the calculations of 
the minister, who proposed that it should be covered by 
reductions in the expenditure. 

Theii^e was, besides these, a third deficit more alarming 
perhaps than aU the rest, as it affected the current means of 
the year. We have seen that the net receipts of the year 
.were estimated at 550,000,000.real3. The actual recdpts fell 
j^ihort of this sum. in the amount of one hundred and raxty- 
one millions of reals. Nothing had been received from Ca- 
talonia in the shape of contributions during this y^ar* In 
Navairre, Calatajrud, Lerida, and Gerona, the people actually 
redsted the demands of the collectors. The latter called on 
the commanding officers for military aid, and the answer 
which these gave was, that tlfey had no troops to spare. 
Thus then there were three heads of deficit 

Reals, 
Two previous financial years - - 191^255^313 

Present financial ^ear "' '- - 266,000,000 

Falling off of income - - - 161,000,000 

Total deficit - ., -. -^618,255,313 

Having been present at the Cortes on the day Hm report 
was discussed, I was not a little astonished at the mianner in 
which that body^ treated it. They appeared to me to be 
afraid to look their danger in theTace, and reminded me of 
. an inconsiderate nobleman, who, when his steward presented 
him his annual account, showing increase of debt and dimi- 
nution of income, thought he applied a sufficient remedy to 
the case by throwing the book in the fire. 
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^ Thue, for instance, it was argued, and the argument was Decemtier. 
sancticHied by the whole Cortes, that the deficit for the cur- 
r^t year of a hundred and si^y-one millions of reals was 
calculated only on probabilities, the di^ta for which were 
taken partly from the months of June, July, and August 
last, an epoch when the vessel of the state was contend- 
ing against the storm by which it was assailed; that al- 
though there might have been a delay in the payments of 
the taxes, it did not follow that they never would be paid ; 
that until the termination of the financial year it could not 
be ascertained what the amount of the deficit would really 
be ; and that it was premature at present to set down that as 
a deficit which was no more than an irregularity in the 
payment of the contributions — an irregularity that might be 
ir^paired in the course of the remaining months. The Go- 
vernment, it was further said, had it in their power to 
render effective the means which were granted to them, and 
the means so granted were sufficient to meet the necessities 
of the state. That is to say, the Finance Minister had it 
in his power to call on the commanding officers in the pro- 
vinces for military assistance to enforce the payment of the 
contributions : the commanding officers answered, that they 
had no troops to spare, because in fact there was not money 
to pay them ; and thus the Cortes went on in a circle of 
complete delusion, which it was impossible they could have 
believed, though they legislated upon the supposition of its 
truth. Was this done with the view of leading foreign 
countries to think that the finances of Spain were not in a 
de{do]1able condition ; and that her revenues were not likely 
to be materially alFected by her intestine divisions? 

The English reader who has not attended much to 
the financial affairs of the Peninsula, may, perhaps, have 
been a little surprised not to find enumerated amongst the 
ways and means of the country, the suppressed convents, the 
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December, property of the Inquisition, the confiscated estates of Godoy 
the Prince of Peace, the suppressed estates of the king, the^ 
mines of Almaden and Rio Tinto, the temporalities of the 
Jesuits, and the military orders, and the proceeds arimng 
out of all sorts of religious property, which was secularised 
at the Revolution, and appropriated to the exigencies of 
the state. It is necessary, therefore, to state, that previous- 
to the restoration of the Constitution, Spain wa& burthened 
by a large national debt, composed of credits with interest, 
and .credits without interest. By a decree of Cortes, bearing* 
date the 29th of November, 1820, it was enacted that the 
property above-mentioned, and all other which was embraced 
under the title of national property, should be appropriated, 
one part to pay the interest on the debt that bore interest ; 
and the other to extinguish the capitals of the debt which 
borei.no interest. The part of the national property appli- 
cable to the latter was to be sold off by public auction, at 
stated periods. A national junta of public credit was formed 
for the purpose of managing the two classes of property. 

The old debt which bore interest, and the old d^bt 
which bore no interest, were both represented by vouchers 
on paper, which the national junta issued to each chdmant 
as soon as his claim was acknowledged. The latter class of 
paper was at a discount of from 86 to 90 per cent for money^ 
although the junta was compellable to take it at its full 
nominal amount in payment for the national property which 
it sold by auction. 

With respect to the new rentes of 40 millions of reals, it 
. remains to be stated, that the ministers intimated their 
readiness to receive proposals for the sale of bonds for the 
whole sum; or to constitute one or more houses the agents 
of the government, to sell the bonds on commisisibn, pro- 
vided that such houses were willing to advance a sum on 
account for the pressing necessities of the state. At first. 
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several competitors were spoken of; but the only parties December* 
known to have entered into negotiations on the subject were 
Mr. Piedra, partner in the firm of Bemales and Nephew, of 
London, arid Mr. ^mon Cock, agent for several capitalists 
also of London*. 

*No actual offer was for sotne time made by Mr. Cock, 
his proceedings 'being Umited to an inquiry whether the 
government would entertain an otfer on the principle that 
his friends should have the sale of the bonds on commis- 
sion, the amount of such commission to be regulated by 
the price of the bbnds ; they undertaking to guarantee to 
the government that a stated amount of the bonds first 
disposed of should produce a certain sum per cent. An^ 
other of the proposed conditions wai^, that the contractors 
should supply the government with arms and military 

* The prinoary object of Mr. Cock's visit to Madrid was^ to obtain 
compensation for several British ships and cargoes which had been 
seized and condemned by the Spanish authorities for having traded 
with the late Spanish settlements in South America^ in violation of the 
laws of the Indies^ which laws^ notwithstanding that several of those 
countries have some years ago asserted their independence^ the Spanish 
government piofessed to consider to be in fullforce« It being sooii 
known that Mr. Cock^ besides being the agrat of the ship-owners^, was 
clothed with full power to treat for a loan for the whole sum required 
by the government^ every means were tried to induce him to come 
forward with proposals. He, however, gave it to be distinctly under- 
stood, that unless the fullest satisfaction was made to the British ship- 
owners and merchants for their losses, he could not think of making 
any proposals, since the inevitable consequence of denying them that 
justiee must .be, that serious difierences would arise between the two 
nations; but that as soon as the d^ands of the British minister. on 
that head were satisfied, Mr. Cock would be ready to treat for theloan^ 
Accordingly the very day^after that on which it was signified to Sir 
Wm. A'Court, the British Minister at Madrid, that the government 
would make fall compensation for the value of the ships and cargoes^ 
Mr^ Cock commenced his negotiation. 
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December, clothing, at the current prices, to the amount of one or two 
millions sterling, as might be wanted, payment for the articles 
as delivered, being made in bonds. The remidnder of the 
bonds to be sold for accoimt of the government, after the 
lapse of a certain period, and an account of the proceeds 
rendered monthly. A sum equivalent to one-fifth part of 
the whole proceeds of the bonds was to be paid into the 
Bank of England in the joint names of the Spanish ambaa^ 
sador, and the contractors, to form a fund for the paymait 
of the half-yearly dividends on the bonds. There was a fur- 
ther stipulation for the protection of the contractors, in th^ 
event of Spain being involved in war with France, or any 
other power. 

It cannot be doubted that, situated as the Spanish go- 
vemment was, a contract on the principle thus proposed 
was every way eligible for them, and in this light it 
appeared to be considered ; bat then it involved a most 
important question, namely, the removal of the British Order 
in Council, which prohibited the exportation of arms, mi- 
litary clothings and munitions of war, from England to Spain 
and her colonies ; for without the removal of this prohibition, 
that important part of the proposed contract which regarded 
a supply of those articles*could not be carried into effect. The 
Spanish government had been previously officially informed, 
that the prohibition could not be removed as to Spain, 
without being also rescinded as to the new Governments in 
South Ammca. 

As Mr. Cock did not diink fit to give up this important part 
of the plan, upon the principles of which he was ready to 
make a proposal ; and the government did not feel themselves 
in a situation to receive the arms and clothing on the only 
condition upon which they could receive them, the negotiation 
^was ended by the expression of the regret of the govemm^it 
that they could not treat with Mr. Cock on the present 
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'Ocxiasion ; and of their hope, that a future and more favour- Deoembcir* 
able opportunity might arrive. The ofter of Mr. Piedra 
being finally the only one left, and the wants of the govern- 
m&ii not adinitting of delay, it was accepted *. 

The agreement with this genUeman was to the efiTect, that 
Beinales and Nephew should have the whole of the bonds for 
40 millions of reals of rentes, to sell on commisi^on, for 
^ccoimt of the government, oa condition of their relieving 
the pressing wants of the government by accepting draughts 
for 800,000/. at three mouths date. To meet such engage- 
ments, Bernales and Nephew were to sell bonds to the 
requifflte amount ; but were not until the market had been 
tried for two months, to sell them under a certain price. 
As soon as the terms of this contract were publicly known, 
it was generally conjectured that a large amount of the 
bonds would be brought into the market, to furnish the 
funds with which Messrs. Bernales and Nephew were to 
meet their engagements.- The consequence of this, added to 
the growing {^prehension of a French war, was, that the 
price of the bcmds fell suddenly to a degree that appears tQ 
have alarmed them ; for after having accepted upwards of 
70,000/. of the draughts, they refused to go further. The 
remainder of them, therefore, to the amount of several hun« 
deed thousand pounds which the government had negotiated 
before they heard of the demur on the part of the con- 
traete)rs, we^ returned dishonoured. Under these circum- 
stmces the bonds for the rentes w^re not put into dbr- 
«ulation. 

It is understood that Mr. Bernales justifies his non-per- 
formance of the contract, upon the ground that the bonds 

* The period of this transaction is, for the sake of convenience^ 
anticipated. The offer of Mr. Piedra was agreed to on the 12th o£ 
January^ 1SS3. 



92 OENEBAL STATE OF THE COUNTRY. 

December. Were not ready to be deliveried to him within the time 
agreed upon. 

The Cortes had brought upon themselves no slight degree 
of unpopularity, by thfe precipitate manner in which they sup- 
pressed the convents ; and they gained no recompense for it in 
the accession of revenue which was derivabfe from this class 
of national property. Let it not be supposed that I defend 
the establishment of convents in such numbers as they for- 
merly existed in Spain. Men^s minds in that country are 
naturally of a pensive turn, and more than any other people, 
perhaps, they have need of retirements, where they can wholly 
devote themselves to that luxury of melancholy meditation, 
which is amongst the most amiable weaknesses of the human 
heart* Still the custom of religious seclusion increased to 
such a magnitude, that it was necessary to reduce it within 
rational limits. But the Cortes might have gone to work 
with it in a different manner. They might have said to a 
Certain number of convents, " You shall receive no further 
addition to your present numbers : you may remain peace- 
able in your cells ; you enjoy a revenue of six thousand dol- 
lars; the urgent necessities of the state demand that you 
shall pay a yearly contribution of two thousand dollars, and 
in proportion as your numbers are lessened, this contribution 
must be increased until the brotherhood ceases to exist. 
When that is the ca/se^ the convent, aivl lands attached to 
it, shall become national property.'' To others they might 
have said, " You may remain as you are, on the condition 
that you confine your numbers to a certain amount, which 
you may perpetually preserve by filling up vacancies as 
they may be caused by deaths, and on the further condition 
that you contribute a third part of your revenue to the 
state.'' Had the Cortes done this, the conditions required 
to be performed, on the part of the convents, would probably 
have been fulfilled, the government would have had a secure 
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retenvte to a very considerable amount, and they would have I^eoember. 
saved themselves from the disagreeable task of turning out. 
communities at poor old men, whose grey hairs entitled them 
to more l^ent consideration, from those cloisters where 
they had hoped to measure the few remaining days of their 
existence. And what 'has been the result of it? Those 
omvents which have been so rudely suppressed have been ex- 
posed to sale, aa well as the lands appertaining to them, and 
in very few places has a purchaser been found. It may be 
called religious fanaticism, or monkish influence ; but such is 
the character of the people, they would deem it a sacrilege. 
to appropriate to their own use the lands of a convent. See 
then the consequences. Those very resources which the 
Cortes imagined the most ready and the most productive^ 
turned out to be mere incumbrances on their hands. They 
raised for themselves hosts of well (»*ganised and influential 
enemies, in every part of the country, in the ruined com* 
mumties, and there is no calculating the extent of the 
odium which they incurred among the people, who deemed 
their religion insulted, and felt all their early prejudices 
offended by this sweeping annihilation of the monasteries* 
I do not defend their prejudices ; I well know that mona- 
steries form no essential part of their religion ; nor. do 
I think they have much reason to regret the decline of that 
monkish influence, which, whether exerted for good or evil 
ends, was at least liable to suspicion. All I say is, that such 
were their prejudices, such their feelings and dispositions ; 
and he must be little acquainted with human nature who 
would wantonly wage war against these strong foimdationa 
of national character. 

The unpopularity of this measure was evident from the 
number of petitions which were presented to the Cortes 
against the suppression of various convents. Those petitions 
were signed by numbers of the people, and often expressed^ 
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^^"*"'*«', in an affecting manner, their attachment to those ancient in-- 
stitutions. The case of the convent of the Batuecas was 
deemed particularly ser^e. It was situated in a wM 
mountainous country, where the population is scattered in 
Bttile hamlets. The people seem, from the simplicity and 
innocence of their manners, to belong to the primitive ages 
of the world. Few of them have ever gone beyond the pre- 
cincts of their peculiar territory ; the arts and vices of the 
world are unknown to them ; their days pass away in pas- 
toral occupations, unmarked by strifes or injustice of any 
sort, and their evenings are usually closed by works of piety, 
intermingled occasionally with such musical enjoyments as 
they can derive from a rude knowledge of the tambour and 
guitar. The convent was the principal source of religious 
information, of spiritual assistance, and of medicinal relief, 
which the Batuecan shepherds possessed. It was occupied 
by fifteen monks, who, it was asserted (and the assertion 
Was not contradicted), spent their whole time in religious 
exercises, and works of practical virtue, never hesitating, at 
any hour of the night, to traverse the coldest mountains, to 
adnunister the consolation of their sacred functions to those 
who required them. They never evinced a disposition to 
mingle in the civil war which afflicted the country : the rug- 
gedness of the territory in which the convent was placed was 
ft seciuity that it could never be fixed upon as an asylum 
for arms and provisions of the factious. The locality of the 
estabhshment ; the thousand recollections by which it was 
endeared to the simple race of people around it, and its ac- 
knowledged utility in such a situation, were however pleaded 
in vain for its continuance ; it was subjected to the rigid law 
of suppression. It was the first public calamity which the 
people of the Batuecas experienced ; it was not doubted that 
they would, one and all, resent it as a wanton act of hostility 
on the part of the government. < 



GENERAL STATE OF THS COUNTRY". 95 

It was oonadered a great misfortune in the constitution of Deocmbefc 
the present Cortes, that there were very few of the deputies 
men of property. To the majority the stipend * paid for 
th^ attendance was an object of primary oonfflderation. 
Nobody would say that a poor man might not be a good 
le^lator. But when it is considered that almost every 
law which is enacted has an immediate or remote influence 
upon property, it would perhaps be desirable, if the security 
of property be an object of care to the Constitution, that the 
legislator should have an interest rather in defending than 
undermining it. The reader is perhaps aware that the 
ninety-second article of the Constitution declares that, in 
order to qualify a candidate for a seat in Cortes, he must 
be possessed of a proportionate«yearly income ; but the ninety- 
third article suspends tliis wise provision until a future legis- 
lature shall determine the amount of the income, and the 
nature of the property from which it should arise. 

There were those who felt little surprise that the measures 
of a body so constituted should have been looked upon with 
extreme jealousy by several of the courts of Europe, Had 
it confined itself within the jurisdiction of an assembly strictly 
dehberative, it would have been less liable to objection. 
But the Cortes went a great deal beyond this ; they exercised 
at once the powers of the legislature and the executive; 
they revised the proceedings of inferior courts of justice, 
and indirectly influenced the disposal of every ofiice in the 
state, civil and military. Nay, they even interfered with the 
regulations of the Universities, and ordered degrees to be 
conceded simply on the petition of the party. In short, 
every thing of importance was transacted through the me- 
dium of Cortes : they acted more as a sovereign senate than 
as the legislature of a representative monarchy. 

It is a remarkable fact that perhaps in no capital of 

* About five dollars a day. 
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December. Europe was freedom of opinion less tolerated at this t^me 
than in Madrid. Infamy was attached to that side which 
did not hold that the established Constitution was th^ best 
which Spain could adopt, and that it was so perfect as to 
need no alteration whatsoever* If one of independent mind 
ventured to think otherwise, and to express his sentiments 
freely in society, he was put down as a factious individMal ; 
his most intimate friend would either denounce him to the 
government, or abandon him as an enemy with whom he 
could hold no kind of correspondence. Hence society might 
be said to have existed no longer in Madrid. Conversation, 
in such a state of things, must generally turn on politics ; if 
all were not of the same way of thinking, disputes and disagree- 
able altercations arose ; and if they were all agreed, the con- 
versation soon stagnated. In these circumstances many were 
afraid to speak at all, because they did not wish to break 
friendships, on one hand, or ^ expose themselves to the per- 
secution of the authorities on the other. Perhaps, however, 
some degree of intolerance was natural, if not inevitable, where 
a new system was in a process of consohdation. Fiery zeal, 
impatience, and obstinacy are the usual characteristics of 
those who have suddenly espoused the cause of liberty, and 
meet with difficulties in maintaining it. The remark ap- 
plies to revolutionary men in every age and country ; but 
it is strange enough at the same time, that free governments 
should have their period of tjnranny as well as those which 
are most enslaved. 

In the early part of this ses^on of Cortes, it was said that 
an intention was entertained of bringing the two princes, 
Don Carlos- and Don Francisco de Paula, to trial for their 
conduct on the 7th of July. The meeting of the Congress 
at Verona evidently gave a decided check to the ministeris^ 
party, who were inclined to extreme measures, and very 
probably prevented this dangerous proceeding from taking 
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place. The permission ^ven to Morillo and the Duke del December. 
Infantado to stay in Madrid on their paroles, and the deci- 
sion of the Cortes, with respect to the dictamen of the com- 
mission on the affair of the Guards, were sufficient to indicate 
that the dominant party had very lately learned a lesson of 
moderation. 

As to a war with France, notwithstanding all the pre- 
parations which had been already made on the frontiers, there 
were very few persons in Madrid who, at this time, believed it 
probable. The Spaniards are an extremely sanguine people. 
Whatever they wish should happen, that they believe will 
come to pass, and they go on from day to day under this de- 
lusion, until they are at last awakened to their error by the 
very presence of the evil whose approach they would not 
credit. The French would never dare to cross the Pyrenees. 
What 1 would they have the temerity, once more to commit 
themselves with that " hercric Spanish people,** which had 
already destroyed the flower of their veteran army ? It was 
ridiculous to think of it ! Thus they assured themselves, on 
the remembrance of their former successes; and I observed, 
that, in alluding to those events, the British army was never 
mentioned, or thought of, no more than if such a force had 
never been in the Peninsula. 
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CHAPTER VII. 

THEATRES. — BULL-FIGHTS. 

December. ALTHOUGH the theatrical amusements of Madrid are yet 
behind those of Paris and London, so far as good acting 
and changes of fine scenery are concerned, still they are not 
altogether unworthy of notice. The Opera particularly, is 
at least as good as we had some years ago in London. It is 
conducted at the principal theatre (El Teatro del Principe) 
by an Italian company, which, though not numerous, pos- 
sesses one or two engaging singers. The theatre is about 
the size of the Lyceum, in the Strand, and is well calculated 
for the equal distribution of sound. The boxes have a dull 
appearance, as they ^are all painted a dead French grey, 
without gilding or decoration of any sort, except that one or 
two have velvet cushions, fringed with gold, which belong 
to noblemen. The King's box, which is in* the second circle 
opposite the stage, is, I am told, handsomely ornamented ; 
but when his Majesty is not present '(and it is very seldom 
lately that he attends the theatre), his box is covered over 
with a curtain of faded crimson tapestry, which only in- 
creases the duU aspect of the house. The boxes in the first 
. circle are mostly private property, being rented by annual 
subscriptions ; a considerable space in the first circle imme- 
diately under the Royal box is formed into a kind of tribune, 
which is allotted to females exclusively. On the other hand, 
the pit is reserved as exclusively for the men ; and, indeed, 
nothing can be more desirable for an amateur of music than 
ohe of the seats in this part of the theatre. They are 
separated from each other by rails, which support the 
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ann, and each aiFords ample accommodatioa for one person. December. 
They are all numbered, and the visitor occupies the number 
which he finds written on his card of admission. Thus, in 
the first place, the inconvenience of a crowd is avoided, for 
no tickets can be issued beyond the number which the seats 
amount to. In the next place, by a timely application in 
the morning, one may purchase whatever seat he pleases ; 
and if, during the performance, he wishes to go out and 
return, his place is still reserved. The convenience of such 
an arrangement is so obvious, that the London managers 
would do well to adopt it. 

The first opera which I attended was La Gazza Ladra : 
for Rossini is as much the rage here as he is in Paris and 
London. The principal female character, that of Nineta, 
was performed by Signora Adelaida Sala. She is of a short 
figure, an intelligent, though not a very handsome counte- 
nance, and possesses a charming voice. It is not of an ex- 
tensive compass, being what is called a contr' alto ; but there 
is a fluidity and a precision of intonation in her notes which 
must always please the hearer. Nor does she want that 
divine power of expression, the true magic of the human 
voice, which revealing, as it were, the internal recesses of the 
heart of the performer, exercises the same influence over that 
of the auditor, and binds them together for a moment in the 
invisible chains of sympathy. I never heard that beautiful 
prayer of Nineta^ when she is about to be taken to the scaf- 
fold — Del tu reggi in tal momentOy sung with so much true 
and touching pathos as by Sala. Without displaying the 
whole range of her musical knowledge, which the Italian 
artistes are usually fond of doing, unking to make them- 
selves appear rather as professors than as performers, Sala 
runs through every note and change of mode with such 
facility and in such perfect tone, that she shows herself 
to be at the same time a refined as well as a judicious mu* 
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December, gician. Her ear is delicately true, and she seldom deviates 
into luxuriant ornament from the current of the melody. 
Sala would be deemed a valuable acquisition at the King's 
Theatre in the Haymarket ; but as she has been recently 
married, with Ferdinand's consent, to a Spanish Count, there 
is no probability that she will try her fate on English boards. 
The part of FipjWy in which Madame Vestris is so great a 
favourite, was sustained by Signora Josefa Spontoni, ayoung 
lady, who, by the mere management of an innate grace^ 
contrives to render an ordinary face and an irregular figure 
actually agreeable. Her fine eyes, indeed, assist her consi^ 
derably in creating this delusion. Her voice is pretty, but 
limited* The tenor Gianneto was Luis Mari, one of the 
musicians of the Royal Chapel. Two or three of his middle 
notes are remarkably powerful and hai'monious ; but though 
he governs his tones generally with a vigilant judgment, he 
sometimes sUdes into a weak and tremulous falsetto, which 
spdils the effect he might otherwise have produced. The 
orchestra is numerous, and composed of excellent instru- 
mentalists. The first and second viohns are not less re- 
markable for their tact of execution, than for the taste with 
which they accompanied the sweet airs of this enchanting 
opera. 

It is out doing justice to the Madrilenian audience to add^ 
that they attended to the whole of the performance in a 
manner which proved the prevalence of a general taste for 
music. They did not, indeed, wave either their hats or 
handkerchiefs, nor did they clamour for the favourite singer 
after the curtain fell. Their attention was silent and fer- 
vent ; their applause judicious, and their disapprobation de- 
ddedly, though rarely, bestowed on the unfortunate Basso. 
The house was full; but, though the company was cer- 
tainly of the most respectable order, it did not appear 
llrilliant, because, as is usual in the continental theatres; 
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ereiy body came dressed as he chose. The ladies mostly December. 
wore bonnets, the gentlemen were wrapt in their cloaks. 
Six small lustres for candles give a dim light to ttie body 
of the house, though beneath every box sconces of three 
branches are affixed, which are lighted on state occasions. 
Three nights in the week are allotted to operas, the other 
four to comedies, at this theatre. Those which are dedicated 
to operas are considered the most fashionable. 

The only new opera which was produced during the 
season was La Fiesta de la Rosa — The feast of the Rose. 
The story is founded on a custom established at Salency, a 
village in the Isle of France, by Medardoj one of the Bishops 
of Noyon. Salency was his native place, and when he was 
raised to the mitre, he granted a fund, from which twenty- 
five pounds was to be paid to the most virtuous girl of the 
village. The decision was to be by election, and to be re- 
newed every year. The prize this time is unanimously 
awarded to Carlota Valci, a young maid of amiable qualities, 
and beloved by Carlos, the adopted son of De Salency, Lord 
of the Manor. Carlos had gained her heart under the dis- 
guise of a peasant, and the fictitious name of Julio; The 
distinction just conferred upon her added fresh fervour to 
his attachment, and he had gained her consent to their mar- 
riage, when some doubts occurred to the magistrate of the 
village, as to the validity of the election. This person had 
sdmster designs upon Carlota, and he refused to give her 
the prize, saying that she encouraged secret amours, which 
sullied her character. At this stage of the afiair there hap- 
pened to pass through Salency a Prussian Baron, named De 
Wibrac, an oddity of a genius, advanced in years, crippled 
with the gout, but still the gallant champion and slave of the 
women. He hears the story of Carlota, and interests him- 
self so much about her, that he wishes to marry her himself. 
He represents her case to De Salency, who orders the tardy 
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December, magistrate to give her the prize ; but when he finds that she 
is the betrothed of his adopted son, he rescinds his decision. 
At length, after a sufficiency of crosses, and hopes, and in- 
quietudes, it is discovered that Carlos is the son of De 
Wibrac, who had deserted from the Prussian army some 
years before, and all parties are made happy at the con- 
clusion* The music is by Carlos Coccia, a Spanish master 
of some eminence, and too advanced in years, I should 
imagine, to be, as it is charged to him, a mere imitator of 
Rossini. The truth is, that the Italians, who give the mode 
in music, are so wrapt up in their admiration of Rossini, that 
they imagine nobody can compose a song without drinking 
from that great source of harmony. It is true that there are 
several passages in La Fiesta de la Rosa which remind one 
of Rossini^s peculiarities, but they are too bold, and in m(H*e 
than one instance, I may add, too beautiful, to be deemed 
the production of a servile invention. The first act is rather 
tame, but the second is studded with brilliant pieces, some 
pursuing a^ even tranquil current of melody, some gay in 
the extreme, others as like as possible to what I have seen 
somewhere called a " conversational row^ full of comic 
spirit and character. Sala, or rather the Countess de la 
Fuentes, for that is her matrimonial name, sust^ed the 
character of Carlota. The music, which was written ex- 
pressly for her voicp, is conversant chiefly with the middle 
tones, in which her organ displays itself with great facility 
and eloquence. There never was a singer more free from 
iifiectadon, more at ease, and at the same time more diligent 
jn the precision and execution of her part, than this lady. 
Her voice is so imbued with kind and pathetic sentiment, 
that an imaginative mind is disposed to believe she must 
have acquired it in some delicious sylvan solitude, where 
the soft echoes of waters falling among the mountains taught 
her to ^podulate its natural sweetness. The Baron de 
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Wihr»c by Bo»cb was one of the best gpecimens of buffa Decwnlw. 
acting I have seen on the Italian stage. The struggles be- 
tfreen the old man'*s debility^ and his impetuous enthusiasm 
in favour of Carlota, the perpetual contrast between his 
gout and his gallantry, were marked with masterly skill and 
force. 

There is no ballet at this theatre, nor at any other in 
Madrid. The cessation of this amusement forms a page in 
the scandalous chronicle of this capital. It appears, that 
some months since there was a corps de ballet at the Teatro 
del Principe, and that the ballet master was a person of 
rather an engaging appearance. The principal singer at the . 
time had a very pretty wife, to whom her husband thought 
that gentleman was too attentive. She formed one of the 
corps de ballet; and so painful to her spouse was the 
thought of her being about to dance with his rival, after he 
should have finished singing, that sometimes he could not 
sitig at all. The audience were not unfrequently surprised 
by losing half of a beautiful division of a song, which 
remained quite unutterable, as if frozen in the way ; and 
once or twice, the poor jealous harmonist ran off the stage 
into the green-room, to look after his faithless consort. 
Things at last came to an issue ; either there was to be no 
opera or no ballet, for both, it was clear, could not go on 
together. The former was fortunately preferred. 

The second theatre (El Teatro de la Cruz) is large, and 
well calculated both for hearing and seeing the business of the 
stage. It is, however, as yet in a state of preparation for 
future decoration. The boxes are painted a dark grey, 
without any gilding or ornament whatever, with the ex- 
ception of those appropriated to the use of the Royal Family, 
which are fitted up with purple velvet cushions and silk 
curtains. There is no ceremony required as to dress, which 
is proper enough, seeing that you may chance to have with 
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December, you in the same box two or three matrons, with thcar infants 
at the breast. 

A great number of new comic pieces was produced 
during the season^ which being entirely founded on patriotic 
subjects, pleased the multitude for a few nights, and then 
passed away for ever to the shades of oblivion. The most 
tolerable of these was a comedy in three acts, called El 
trapense en los campos de Ayerve.'-^^^ The Trappist in the 
fields of Ayerve.*" The scene opens with the camp of the 
Trappist^s army, which consists of eight or ten soldiers, each 
clothed in a different uniform. One of these fellows, who is 
a humorist, makes a few dry remarks on the chances which 
he had of obtaining any pay, for thou^ he wore the ensign 
of the Faith on his arm, he was free to confess that he loved 
the substantial rewards of this world. This observation he 
followed up with others, which were received with continued 
bursts of laughter by the audience, but they were really of 
so profane a tendency, that I \^ould not venture even to 
allude to thenu These jests at the expense of religion being 
over, a flourish of one drum and a rusty trumpet introduced 
the Trappist and his motley staff. He appeared in his hood 
and cassock, over which were belted a sword and poniard 
— ^strange accompaniments for the humble garb which he 
wore. The demeanour and language of this represented 
Monk were still more shocking to English habits than the 
ribaldrous jests of his corporal. After extolling the motives^ 
of his opposition to the Constitutionalists, as founded in the 
religion of the cross, he preached a sermon, in which he 
proved to the satisfaction of his troops that the patriots and 
Communeros, by whatever names they were called, were 
nothing more or less than fiends and evil spirits let loose 
from the other world. He then blessed his troops, and 
absolved them from all sins, past and future, assuring them 
of the highest seats in heaven. Among his staff was a tail. 
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thin, niottified fellow in the garb of a priest, who, though Deeembeii 
he wore a sword, trembled at the slightest allusion of a 
warlike character. He caused a good deal of mirth. The 
band proceeded to levy contributions on a neighbouring 
Tilllage, and where the smooth, hypocritical discoiu-ses of 
the Trappist did not prevail, he called in to his aid his 
bayonets. An elderly gentleman, who refuses to pay a 
single dollar towards such a cause, is taken prisoner, and 
torn from his only daughter, whom in the mean time one of 
the Trappist^s officers endeavours to seduce. At length 
the Patriot troops come to Ayerve. They employ them* 
selves in songs and harangues in favour of the Constitution, 
until they meet the Trappist, and after an action, they expd 
him and his wretched army from the neighbourhood, and ^ 

the comedy concludes with songs and dances performed by 
a group of villagers. The enthusiasm with which every 
thing like praise of the Constitution, or a declaration of 
attachment to it in preference of life, was received by the 
audience, was remarkably animated. It was by no means 
uninteresting to observe a people, so long enshived, tri- 
umphing at every opportunity in the enjoyment of their 
new-bom liberties. The mu^c in the intervals between 
the acts was of course all patriotic. The audience fre- 
quently joined in chorus, shouting Vivas and singing verses 
of Riego's hymn. 

The theatres, however, do not excite the public attention 
here so much as they do in Paris and London. In Madrid, 
as in the other principal towns of Spain, the amusement to 
which the people are most fervently attached is that of 
the bull-fights. In summer these exhibitions are carried 
Jo their highest degree of excellence; in winter they are 
limited to six or seven bulls of inferior breed ; which, how* 
ever, sometimes afford what is considered good entertain- 
ment. . They aije presented every Sunday (qxcept during 



106 ' BULL-FIOHTS. 

Beeembei; the Lent), the weather permitting, in a large amplntheatre, 
specially constructed for these exhibitions. 

The amphitheatre of Madrid is a short distance beyond 
title walls, about one hundred yards from the gate of Alcala. 
It is capable of accommodating from six to eight thousand 
spectators. Let the reader imagine, in the first place, an 
extensive circular arena, which is bounded by a high and 
strong wooden partition that runs all round, and has in it 
four gates at the four points of the compass. One of these 
gates is used for the entry of the director of the games and 
the performers engaged in them ; another for the entry of 
the bulls ; the third for the egress of those bulls which are 
not killed ; and the last affords a passage to the horses which 
drag out the bulls that are slain. The lower galley for 
spectators is at a distance of five or six feet from the wooden 
boundary of the arena ; this unoccupied space runs all round, 
in order that if the bulls overleap the boundary, as they some- 
times do, they might be prevented from injuring the 
spectators, and be driven back to the arena, the nearest gate 
being opened. The lower gallery, as well as the arena, is 
exposed to the open air. The second gallery, which is above 
the first, is protected from the sun and rain by a tier of 
boxes, and the latter are roofed with tiles. Fifty reals are 
paid for the use of a whole box, four for a seat in the second 
gallery, and two for a place in the lower one. 
. My prejudices against bull-fights were strong, but hap- 
pening one Sunday to see crowds of men, women, and 
children hastening to the ai;nphitheatre, I could not avoid 
following in their train. Shortly after three o'clock, crowds 
began to pour in rapidly. The women and young girls 
were all in their hair, but covered, the better sort with 
black lace veils, and those of the less affluent classes with a 
black silk veil bordered with lace. The greater number of 
them had al^ their fans, which the Spanish women use not 
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only to cool their faces in warm weather, but to guard their 
eyes from the sun, as their head-dress is ill calculated for 
this purpose. It was not uninteresting to a stranger to hear 
the members of different parties recognizing each other by 
such names as Barbara, Maragita, Herminia, Olimpia, Ni- 
canora, Nicolassa, Femandina, Irinocentio, Patricio, Fran- 
cisco, Pedro, and others of similar terminations. 

The director, dressed in the ancient Spanish style, with a 
short black mantle, a hat turned up at the sides, and on the 
left side a plume of red and white feathers, rode into the 
arena upon a handsome charger. After receiving the keys 
of the den from the Alcalde, who presided, and who sat in 
a box on the right of the king^s box, he gave directions for 
the entertainment to commence. Two horses immediately 
appeared in the arena, each laden with two clownish riders, 
who were seated on a pad back to back. The hindermost 
rider kept his place by holding in his hand a cord attached to 
the pad. In his right hand he bore a long wooden staff, 
pointed with iron. A bull was then let into the arena 
the tips of whose horns were made harmless by being 
covered with lead. As soon as he saw the horses, he proceeded 
directly against one of them, and the combatants, who were 
apparently new to the office, offering no effectual resistance 
with their spears, he easily overthrew both horse and riders. 
He then attacked the other, and this contest was continued 
for some time with alternate success, the bull, however,* 
being most frequently the conqueror, to the great amuse- 
ment of the spectators. 

Upon a flourish of trumpets being given, this bull retired, 
and two fresh horsemen, on separate horses, entered. They 
were handsomely dressed, in white and red silk jackets, de- 
corated with gold lace ; their hats were white, with a wide 
leaf, and a low round crown. These also carried each a 
long wooden staff or spear, with an iron spike in the end of 
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JhaaAtat. it. A bull was then admitted, whose hortis were in theur 
natural condition. Nothing can be finer than the entry of a 
fierce proud bull into the arena. He rushes in ; astonished 
bj the crowd of spectators, he stops a while, looks arpund 
him, but when his eye lights on the horsemen in the arena, 
he paws the ground with the majesty of a lion, and sum* 
mons up all his fury for the contest. This engagement 
being attended with danger, both to the horse and rider, it 
excited strong interest. One of tlie combatants, or as they 
are called in Spanish, picadores (pikemen), was thrown to 
the ground, but happening to be near the boundary of 
the arena, some of the spectators came to his assistance^ 
and delivered him from the rage of the ferocious animal* 
The attention of the bull was, in the meantime, diverted 
by the banderilleros. These a.re pedestrian performers, 
who carry i|i one hand a flag (banderilla) of yellow or 
red silk, with which they approach the bull. As soon as 
he sees the gaudy colour, he rushes towards it, and the flag* 
bearer runs with all his speed to escape over the boundary, 
trailing the flag behind him. If he be in danger of being 
overtaken, he lets the flag fall on the ground : the bull im* 
mediately stops and vents all his rage upon it, as if under 
the impression that it conceals his adversary, while the 
fugitive has time to get away in safety. 

The bull being now pretty well fatigued, the banderilleros, 
who were also handsomely though very lightly dressed, 
armed themselves with two strong steel darts each. They 
were short, fitted for the hand, and decorated with pieces of 
cut paper, so as to disguise them. It was the object of 
each performer to run towards the bull with agility, and just 
as the animal was in the act of stooping the head to tpss him, 
to fix the two darts in the back of the neck. As soon as 
the bull felt the points of the weapons, he lifted his head 
again from pain, without a4:tempting to touch his adversary^. 
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vho thus had time to escape. The animal immediate^ en- 
deavoured by toscdng his head to get rid of the darts ; but 
this he was not often able to accomplish, as they were 
strongly bearded, and sometimes he was seen raging round 
the arena, his neck bristled with these torturing instruments. 
At length, when he was almost exhausted, a matador (slayer) 
approached him, holding in his left hand a large red flag, 
with which be engaged the builds attention for a while, until, 
finding him in a convenient position, he thrust beneath the 
shoulders and up to the very hilt a long sword, which he 
held in his right hand, and which he had hitherto concealed 
from the eye of the animal as much as possible. The bull 
now fell, but was not yet quite dead, when an attendant came 
with a short knife, which he infixed at the junction of the 
spine with the head, and instantly put an end to his agonies* 
He was then dragged across the arena by three horses, and 
carried away. Two bulls were killed in this manner. The 
second was an immensely strong one; he leaped after 
the banderilleros twice over the boundary, but from the 
arrangement already mentioned, he was driven back into the 
arena without doine any mischief* 

A third bull wal killed in the following barbarous way« 
Agreen fir-tree was planted in the arena, immediately opposite 
the gate at which the bulls enter. Before this tree, a man 
covered with a kind of armour of stiff canvas, and having a 
false bead of a monster with the mouth open superadded to 
his own stature, knelt on one knee* A thick wooden pole, 
pointed with a strong steel blade, was ^ven to him, and 
fixing the lower end of it in the ground, he sloped the 
point so as to meet the bull on entering at the gate* The 
pole being so fixed, the gate was opened, and a wild bull 
immediately rushed in with such amazing force, that the 
spear penetrated completely through the ribs, and came out 
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Deeembet; i^^^ tbe back« Still the animal was not mortallj woiinded. 
He attacked his adversary furiously, who pretending to be 
dead, permitted himself to be rolled about. The buU seeing 
the thing before him apparently shapeless and void of life, 
soon left it, and ran maddened over the arena, the spear still 
remaining in his side. It was a shocking spectacle; but 
still so strong was the animal, that the matador could not 
get near enough, without manifest danger, to kill him. At 
length, by means of a curved knife, which was fixed on a 
long pole, one of the assistants cut the ham-strings. Even 
after this the victim made efforts to move ; but at last he fell, 
and his agonies were terminated in the usual manner. 

Here ended what might be called the second part. The 
third part was of a more innocent, and also of a more useful 
character. Five or six bulls, whose horns were leaded, were 
admitted successively into the arena, and the younger classes 
of the male spectators crowded to emulate each other in 
worrying the animals. By holding their cloaks before them, 
on one of those gay silk or worsted scarfs which most of the 
Spaniards wear under the vest round the waist, they induced 
the bull to run after them. K he were too quick upon them, 
they threw down the cloak or scarf, and ran away. Fre- 
quently it happened that they could not run fast enough, 
and the bull laid them prostrate; but his attention being 
immediately drawn off by another adversary, no harm 
ensued. One lad, however, in endeavouring to escape, fell 
down, and no person happening to be near, a bull was 
instantly upon him, and raised him aloft on one of his 
horns as if he were a fly. The lad, with great presence of 
mind, finding himself thus unexpectedly riding on the horn, 
caught hold of the end of it, and was thus carried about the 
arena. Fortunately for him he was soon tossed off again, 
without any other injury than a rent in his trowsers. In 
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this part of the entertainment it is that the national utility of December, 
these exhibitions consists ; for it serves to accustom youth to 
danger, to render them active and dexterous, and in some 
measure to prepare them by these mimic combats for contests 
of a more important description. The whole concluded with 
a display of fire-works, which was upon a limited scale. There 
were about five or six thousand persons present. 
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CHAPTER VIII. 

MADRID.-^PUBLIC WALKS. BUILDINGS. SOCIETY. THE 

ROYAL FAMILY.— CHRISTMAS DAY- 

December. MADRID, as it stands at present, is as nearly as possible 
in the form of a square. It is enclosed on every side, either 
by walls or houses, and it has fifteen gates ; some of which 
are constructed with so much architectural beauty, that they 
are conspicuous ornaments of the metropolis. The gate of 
Alcala* is particularly magnificent. It was built to com- 
memorate the arrival of Charles III., and partakes therefore 
of a triumphal character. The order of the structure is 
Ionic, and it derives no snlall part of its noble effect from 
the situation in which it is placed. When the French 
attacked iMadrid in 1808, their artillery exercised much 
ingenuity in endeavouring to deface the ornaments and 
columns of this gate. They fired through it repeated ly, and 
the marks of balls are still to be seen on the outside part 
of the structure, where they succeeded in breaking some of 
the capitals, and mutilating the statuary. 

The stranger who catches a first view of Madrid upon 
entering by the gate of Alcala, is apt to form high expecta- 
tions of its extent and magnificence. He sees before him the 
long wide street of Alcala, formed on bdth sides by a line 
of princely houses, and having a slight but graceful bend, 
which gives it rather the appearance of a vista in painting 
than of mere reality.. Upon advancing a little he finds him- 
self in full view of the Prado, or public walk, which extendi 

* So called, as it leads from Madrid to the towQ of Alcala.' 
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to a considerable distance on his right, but on his left-haAd December, 
reaches to a boundary which his eye cannot perceive. This 
latter part of the Prado it is which is most frequented. The 
central walk, which is very wide, is called the Salon. At 
each ade of the Salon there are several narrow walks, which 
being thickly shaded by lofty elm-trees, give the Prado the 
appearance of a noble avenue to some royal palace. The 
space between the extremity of the Salon and the gate of 
Atocha, which is very nearly a mile, is also abundantly 
planted with elms laid out in walks, and, as well as the 
Salon, and the other parts of the Prado, decorated with 
fountains, which are embellished in an excellent style of 
wcKrkmanship. 

Adjoining the Prado are public gardens, called Las De- 
hcias. The latter may be imderstood as equivalent to Ken- 
sington Gardens, and the former to Hyde Park, though 
there is not the most remote similarity between them as to 
the extent or disposition of the groimds. Las Delidas are 
chiefly frequented in summer, because their walks are more 
umbrageous than those of the Prado, and they are cooled by 
a large basin of limpid water, round which are fountains 
that ever yield a pure and salubrious spring — the greatest 
luxury of a warm climate. Near these are the botanical 
gardens, which are also open to the public in summer. 

Immediately beyond the basin of Las Delicias are to be 
seen some of the remains of the royal palace of £1 Retiro, 
once so famous for the extent and beauty of its gardens, its 
woodland shades, its fish-ponds, fountains, theatre, and other 
various curiosities. It was a palace of recreation, but was 
turned into a fortress by the French, who levelled all the 
trees around it, and made a desert of this once beautiful 
situation. Upon Ferdinand's return, he ordered this palace 
to be repaired ; but little progress was made by the. time the 
revolution broke out, and prevented him from pursuing his 
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Jkcmhau wishes. No injury was done to good taste by the oocurrenoe 
of. this imjpediment, as the style in which the new buildings 
were commenced i& Chinese. One or two of them are 
finished, and, so far as they go, resemble parts of the palace 
at Brighton. By some good fortune an equestrian statue of 
Philip IV. was preserved from the rage of the modern Van- 
dals, it still remains in the grounds of £1 Retiro, and 
deserves never to perish. 

On the fine Sunday afternoons of winter, between two and 
five o^dock, the Prado is generally very fully attended. The 
company, as may be supposed, presents a very different 
a[^)ect from that of Hyde Park. The ladies are all, with 
perhaps no more than a dozen exceptions, dressed in black 
silk gowns, and shawls of various colours, but mostly violet. 
They appear in their hiur, having no other covering on the 
bead than the very slight one. of a black or white lace veil, 
which is gracefully attached to the hair-knot on the top, so 
as to show a gold or tortoise-shell comb, and falls freely over 
the shoulders. Sometimes it is let down over the face ; but 
generally it is folded back over the forehead, and drawn 
together under the chin by the hand, thus advantageously 
shading the countenance. This dress is so becoming, that 
in contemplating it one scarcely feels the want of variety. 
Every woman looks well in it, and where theye are a figure 
and countenance really handsome, they shine with double 
lustre in this national costume. The handsomest women in 
Madrid are mostly from the provinces. The genuine Ma- 
drilenians are less remarkable for their beauty than pa*ha{» 
those of any other province of Spain. They present striking 
ccmtrasts to the slight but voluptuous form, the glowing 
cheeks, and large, hazel, soul-speaking eyes of the 8outh« 
The libellers of Spain, i. e. the travellers, English, French, 
and German, all conspire to defame the virtue of the Spanish 
ladies ; and„ indeed, I have often heard it roundly asserted 
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here, that the general heat of the climate, the want of ptoper Dccemlw. 
education, and the relaxation of morals, have placed virtuous 
female characters rather amongst the exceptions in this 
country. Far be it from me to offer any opinion where the 
delicate honour of woman is concerned. 

The men appear almost universally enveloped in large 
cloaks, which give them a gravity of aspect perfectly in 
keeping with the serious pensive turn of their minds. The 
hats of the gentlemen are like those worn in England. When ^ 
speaking to each other, their gesture is more varied, and 
even more passionate, than that of the French. They speak 
with great distinctness of articulation, and, at the same time, 
with amazing fluency. They seldom have recourse to the 
beauties of nature, or of poetry, to illustrate their meaning. 
No pointed turn of phrase, or happy allusion, which form 
the fascination of the elegant minds of England and France. 
They go directly to the business in hand, and talk it in a 
logical and emphatic manner, which now and then yields to 
a train of deep and philosophic thought. 

For thfe two or three last Sundays of this month, the 
Prado was quite deserted; its walks and leafless trees 
having been mantled in snow, — ^rather an unusual circum- 
stance in Madrid, at least for the length of time which the 
snow remained on the ground. At no time was it deep, as 
the heat of the sun, which almost uniformly comes out in 
this climate with intense strength at noon, kept it down. 
The range of the Guadarama, which, like minor Pyrenees, 
defend Madrid on the east, were, however, thickly covered 
with snow. When the whole country around the capital 
was appareled in this fugitive raiment of winter ; the hills, 
the valleys, and com-fields, the trees and cottages, all 
whitened with its influence, and the Guadarama frowning 
down upon them like the genius of the season, presented a 
snow scene of considerable beauty. 

i8 
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Deeember. . The mornings and evenings of the winters in Madrid are 
usually very cold. In England a cold winter is considered 
salubrious : here it is the contrary ; for Madrid is seated so 
high over the level of the sea, that its atmosphere is very- 
thin ; and a cold northern wind, which seems scarcely strong 
enough to extinguish a lamp, pierces to the heart, and not 
unfrequently freezes the very sources of life. Pulmonary 
complaints, brought on by this excessive cold, are common ; 
and so rapid is their progress, that the sufferer is carried to 
his grave in three or four days. Sometimes these imper- 
ceptible blasts act on the limbs exposed to them like a palsy, 
and they are the more dangerous, as they chiefly haunt 
the atmosphere immediately after a brilliant and warm sun 
has left it. Hence it is, that in this season the Spaniards 
are seen usually muffled up to the eyes in their cloaks. By 
covering the lower part of the countenance they breathe a 
warm air, a precaution that is almost indispensable to their 
safety. Their lungs are generally bad ; and this must be 
the case so long as they continue their deplorable custom of 
smoking cigars. The cigars most commonly used are no- 
thing more than eight or ten gridns of coarse tobacco wrapped 
up in a small square of white paper. It is not tobacco, in 
fact, which they chiefly smoke, but paper, which every body 
knows is impregnated with an oil that is more or less 
poisonous, . The oil of yellow letter-paper is a rapid and 
rancorous poison, and though many Spaniards know this, 
they continue the habit. 

The street of Alcala, superb in every other respect, is 
inconvenient for pedestrians^ on account of the narrow- 
ness of the footway, and the roughness of the pavement. 
In snowy or rainy weather this inconvenience is much in- 
creased, as the footway is placed exactly under the pipes 
which convey the water from the roofs of the houses. These 
• pipes project a little from the parapets, and the collected 
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rain falls from their heights on the footway below; the December, 
simple addition of a perpendicular conduit either not having 
been thought of, or having been deemed too expensive. A 
want of cleanliness is also as observable in the streets of 
Madrid as in those of Paris. The ante-hall of the principal 
houses is generally Jieft exposed to every sort of passenger. 
Sometimes a poor old woman establishes in it her little stall 
for bread and fruit, and asses^ milk ; but this is no safeguard 
against its violation. Indeed, the proprietors invite every 
sort of disagreeable odour, as immediately within the large 
front door, or rather gate, accommodations are constructed 
which attract the passenger from the street. 

Beyond the front door, which is generally open, there is 
an interior one, which is as generally closely shut If a 
visitor desires to go in, he pulls a rope, which hangs near 
the door, and rings a bell. A servant appears at a small, 
square, grated aperture in the door, and demandshis business ; 
after which he is admitted to the interior of the house. 
In the highest order of houses a porter generally attends in 
the ante-hall ; but in these cases the stairs ascend directly 
from the ante-hall, and, after the usual inquiries, the visitor 
goes up. In Madrid the higher classes chiefly hve up stairs. 
The ground-floor apartments are all assigned to the use of 
the servants and kitchen, or are stored with lumber. 

After leaving the street of Alcala, which is the only mag- 
nificent street in Madrid, the stranger enters a kind of a 
square, which is called Puejrta del *SW— the Gate of the Sun. 
In former times it was one of the gates of entrance to the 
capital ; but in consequence of the erection of the street of 
Alcala, and other additions on that side, the Gate of the Sun 
is now almost in the middle of Madrid, and is, in fact, for 
that reason, used as the exchange. In the mornings and 
evenings this place is crowded with persons, who, however, 
attend less for commercial purposes than to talk about the 
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I>eeember. news, and to lounge away an hour or two. The street of 
La Montera, which opens from the Puerta del Sol, is also 
much frequented by loungers. There are in it several gay 
and handsome shops, but they are not remarkable for rich- 
ness. The trade of Madrid is limited to its own population 
(about 142,000), and is therefore inconsiderable for the me- 
tropolis of such a country as Spain. A little business is 
done in the morning ; less in the evening. From one to half- 
past three in the afternoon the shops are all shut, as then 
the proprietors and their families are at dinner. 

There are several other good streets in Madrid ; but it is 
not within the design of this work to enter into any descrip- 
tion of them. Generally speaking, they are lofty and narrow ; 
and, from the want of business and bustle, they have a 
gloomy appearance. Indeed, Madrid, though built in a 
stately style, has been properly called the dullest capital in 
Europe. Every family lives very much within itself, hospi- 
tality being a virtue more frequently spoken of than seen in 
practice. ISnner parties are very rare indeed. The society 
of Madrid is chiefly seen in those evening assemblies which 
they term Terttdias. 

A tertulia means nothing more than a meeting of persons, 
and in the Spanish houses there is no r,emarkable deviation 
from its literal signification. A fe^ distinguished families 
have their Tertulias on certain nights of the week, to which 
any person who has been once invited is entitled, and indeed 
expected to go, on every successive similar occasion. The 
elders of the assembly club round the card-tables, the younger 
folk dance ; while those who_ cannot pass for young, and do 
not wish to be deemed old, stand by and look on. There is 
no necessity for a particular introduction to the lady with 
whom a gentleman wishes to dance. If he observe her dis- 
engaged, he has only to walk up and make his obeisance to 
her, and if she chooses to dance she will rise ; if not, she 
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remains staUonary, and the gentleman has only to look out 
for another* This, however, is an alternative which is sel- 
dom necessary, as the young ladies of Madrid are passion- 
ately fond of dancing. They generally dance too with in- 
finite spirit, and not a few with peculiar gracefulness. They 
have completely set their hearts against ihe invasion of that 
English listlessness which is so common in the quadrilles 
amongst our higher circles. Dancing well, they wish to show 
it; and being of an ardent temperament, whatever they do 
seems to be done with a cordiality of manner which is always 
engaging. 

To these tertulias, however, the English were but par- 
tially invited ; for whatever travellers may have said, ot may 
say to the contrary, it is an indisputable truth, that the 
Spaniards are not fond of associating with Uie English. The 
French and Italians are cordially received every where; but 
the English are treated with respectful coldness. I do not 
mean to insinuate through this observation any reproach 
against the higher classes of Madrid. Their demeanour 
towards us seems to me to arise in a great measure from 
the marked dissimilarity between English and Continental 
manners. We have not the arts of trifling conversation 
which foreign women delight in; we cannot sit tSte-d-t^ 
for hours with a lady talking to her of nothing but her 
fine eyes and gi-aceful shapes ; we are lazy dicers ; and, 
as yetf not very general gamblers. There is also an idea 
prevailing in Madrid, as elsewhere, that the English are 
accustomed at home to splendid furniture and costly living ; 
and the interests of vanity demand that such opulent 
foreigners shall not have many opportunities of entering 
into comparisons. The respectable English, however, re- 
i^dent in Madrid, had always a resource in their own cor- 
dial intercourse, and in the hospitable board of the British 
minister, Sir William A'^Court. Lady A'Court gave also a 
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Pecen^lMar.! series of tertulias before the Carniyal, which were held everj 
Monday night. At these assemblies the English of course 
regularly, attended, and had opportunities of meeting the 
principal noble families in Madrid, the foreign ministers, the 
leading Deputies of Cortes, and, in short, every person of 
distinction in the capital. Dancing always took the lead of 
cards and conversation, and was kept up from ten o^dock 
till two or three in the morning. It commenced generally 
with English country-dances, to which succeeded quadrilles 
and waltzes, and they pursued each other with such un- 
wearied animation, that the orchestra had quite enough to do 
to keep pace with them. In the intervals, refreshments in 
the greatest abundance and variety were handed about ; and 
what with the polite attentions of Sir William and Lady 
A'Court to their guests, the beauty and vivacity of several 
of the young ladies, the jewelled head-dresses of the noble 
matrcHos around, the decorations of the military men, and 
the brilliancy of the apartments, it formed altogether a very 
delightful scene. 

Now and then a regular ball is given, for which spedal 
cards are issued. There are few musical parties, as in Lon- 
don, though some concerts have been recently given. They 
are not, however, upon an extensive scale, as, with the ex- 
ception of Sala and a Miss Naldi, there are no good orchestra 
singers in Madrid. 

There were at one time no fewer than one hundred and 
forty-six churches and chapels in Madrid, thirty-three con- 
.vents for men, and twenty-nine for females, the principal of 
which have been described by other writers. It remains for 
me only to observe, that such have been the changes wrought 
in these buildings and establishments by the all-plundering 
hands of the French, and the reforming laws of the Cortes, 
that there are very few of them at present worth visiting. 

The royal palace also bears traces of the French invasion, 
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and its interior economy has been a frequent object of jealous Deeember. 
attention during the progress of the Spanish revolution* It 
appeared to me a much handsomer building than the Tiiil- 
leries. One always looks upon it with renewed pleasure ; 
for it leaves upon the mind that impression of gracefulness 
combined with strength, which are the essential attributes of 
beauty. It was originally planned, and ,the principal port 
constructed, in the reign of Philip V. by Saqueti, the pupil 
of the celebrated architect Jubarra. According to the eastern 
fashion, which has long prevailed in Spain, the palace is 
built on the four sides of a square, which it encloses, each 
side being four himdred and seventy feet in length. It is 
entirely of stone work ; the gates and doors are of mahogany. 
The architecture is quite modem, the walls lofty, the roof, 
which is flat, of lead, and crowned with a beautiful balustrade, 
which, before the time of Charles III., was decorated with 
several statues of the kings of Spain, from Ataulfo to Ferdi* 
nand VI . These statues were removed to the immense vaults 
of the palace by order of Charles, who would have still far- 
ther strengthened his character for good taste, if he had not 
commenced two additional wings to the building. They 
spoil the harmony of the edifice, and being in an unfinished 
state, and likely long to remain so, they disfigure the general 
appearance of a palace which otherwise would deserve to be 
called the handsomest in Europe. 

It is well known, that since the events of the 7th of July, 
Ferdinand VII. was i^ much a prisoner in this palace as 
ever Napoleon was in his mansion at St. Helena. The 
Cortes were perhaps justifiable, to a certain extent, in pre- 
scribing the movements of the king, because the sincerity of 
his attachment to the Constitution was properly suspected, 
and some obscure designs seemed to be ojti foot for getting 
him beyond the Pyrenees. It was impossible for any prince, 
who regarded the dignity and just rights of his throne, to 
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l>(Meiii]^* subscribe, with a willing hand, the Constitution of Cadiz; 
for it reduced his prerogatives and faculties to mere shadows^ 
The Cortes, by demanding too much, and succeeding in 
their demands to the very letter, placed themselves in a 
false position, which they were obUged to keep, in order to 
preserve any of the advantages they had gained. The kingv 
on the other hand, by conceding too much, reduced himself 
to a situation that rendered him naturally an object of hourly 
suspicion at home, and of manifold intrigues abroad. 

There were accordingly household guards and officers 
appointed, in whom the new government confided. These 
guards, armed with small carabines, were stationed in dif- 
ferent rooms of the palace, and the stairs were night and day 
lined with battle-axe men. Formerly strangers had little 
difficulty in entering the palace, and viewing the magnificent 
collections of pictures and superb furniture which it con- 
tains ; hut at this time no one was permitted to enter who 
finras not known to be connected with the household or the 
guards, and the fac^s of all those who came out were strictly 
examined before they were allowed to pass. On Court days, 
indeed^ the prohibition of entrance was necessarily dispensed 
with, but very few attended these ceremonies except the Li- 
berals. The friends of the King staid away for several rea- 
sons ; for those to whom his Majesty paid any particular 
mark of attention were put down as Serviles, and exposed 
to the danger of denunciation. 

One day I happened to be in the square before the palace, 
when I observed a number of state carriages going towards 
the principal entrance. I was told that the King and the whole 
of the Boyal Family were just about to take their usual pro- 
menade, and I had the curioaty to see how they appeared. 
The principal entrance is a gateway, which, diuing the day- 
time, is a common thoroughfare, as it leads to the interior 
square of the palace, in which all the offices of state are 
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situated. On the right hand is the grand staircase: it was Deeembow 
lined with battle^xe guards ; a party of the caraHneers be* 
fore noticed, and four or five grenadiers, occupied the lower 
steps, and stood on each side of the King's carriage, which 
was in waiting. The infantry guards were drawn up in the 
square before the palace, and a body of horse guards, to the 
number of five or six and twenty, was waiting also in the 
square to escort (L e. to guard) the royal carriages. In 
the passage there were two or three military men in undress, 
and seven or eight old women, who were waiting to present 
memorials to the king; though they could scarcely have 
been ignorant that the time for asking favours from the 
King of Spain was passed. After waiting some time, the 
King and Queen descended the staircase, attended by several 
officers of state, in full dress : dark blue coats, tiuned up with 
crimson, laced with gold, in the usual military fashion, white 
smallclothes, and white silk stockings. Such was also the 
dress of the King, in addition to which he wore a blue 
riband over his left shoulder, and a star on his breast. The 
Queen, a slight, genteel figure, with a small round counter 
nance, feminine and timid, and not more, I should think, than 
eighteen or nineteen years old, appeared in a pink satin hat, 
very plain, and a blue silk mantle, edged with ermine, which 
covered the remainder of her dress. Her face has a mild 
beauty in it, which strongly interests a spectator. It looked 
on this occasion pale, and oppressed with inward suffering. 
The face of the King is remarkable for the vacancy — I fear 
I must say, the deformity of its expression. The chin and 
lower lip protrude considerably beyond the line of the 
upper features, and seem scarcely to belong to them. The 
upper lip is enveloped in mustachios ; and yet, with these 
features almost of the dumb animal tribe, there is a mixture 
of intelligence, loftiness, and feebleness in his eye, which in- 
dicates a very peculiar character. Two of the officers of 
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Stocember. state placed themselves at each ride of the carriage door, 
offering their shoulders to the assistance of her Majesty, 
while getting in. I observed that she merely took the hand 
of the King, and got in, not without some effort, without 
availing herself of the assistance proffered by the officers 
of state. She smiled not ; she scarcely looked around her, 
and addressed not a syHable to any body. The King, 
who is a good portly figure, before he followed the Queen, 
looked around like a man who wished to give an impresrion 
that he was a free agent, but who betrayed his real state of 
duress by a certain awkwardness which he could not con- 
trol. He was as reserved and silent as the Queen. There is 
only one step, which is firmly fixed outside, beneath the door 
of the carriage, and this is so high that both their Majesties 
were obliged to ascend to it by means of a footstool. The 
footstool was then strapped behind, where it hung dangling 
as the carriage drove off. Before he left the palace, his 
Majesty put out his hand from the window, and received the 
.several petitions which were presented to him. I was rather 
surprised that this custom was permitted to remain, as it 
might easily have been made the vehicle of private commu- 
nications to the King, which the whole system of the house- 
hold was framed to intercept. Don Carlos, the King'^s eldest 
brother — and very like him, with the exception that his., 
figure is short— his wife and family, followed in the second 
coach, equally reserved. Don Francisco and his consort fol- 
lowed in the third. He has a good face, but a short figure. 
In getting in he gave one or two of the officers a nod of 
recognition, and forced a smile into his countenance, which 
seemed to be very littie valued by those for whom it was meant. 
Don Francisco was popular before the 7th of July ; but since 
that time his star has grown pale. The three carriages 
rolled away without a cheer, or an expression of any sort 
> from the persons present. They were immediately joined 
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by three other state carriages, filled with the officers of the Ihembat. 
household, and the whole cavalcade was attended by the 
escort already noticed. The infantry received it in a respect- 
ful manner, the band playing, and the standard lowered 
as it passed. Thus the King and the Boyal Family took 
their rides every afternoon — the weather permitting — thus 
attended — thus guarded. If they had amongst them a 
spark of sentiment, they must have envied the humblest 
cottager wh(Hn they met on their road, for he was free to 
breathe the mountain air, and to turn the head of his mule 
to whatever point of the compass he pleased. 

On Christmas-day I obtained permission to attend the 
high mass, which was to have been celebrated by the Pope^s 
Nuncio before th6 Royal Family, according to ancient cus- 
tom. The attendance of the Nuncio was, however, dispensed 
with on this occasion, in consequence of the refusal of the 
Pope to receive Senor Villaneuva, who had been nominated 
envoy from the ceurt of Spain to his Holiness. A latent . 
war had been going on for some time between the Cortes . 
and the See of Rome. The Cortes had abridged, in many 
important points, the jurisdiction which the Pope exercised, 
or assumed, over the Spanish church ; and it was supposed 
that they would persevere in these reforms until they should 
reduce its connexion with the Papal See to the same point at 
which the recent concordats have left the church of France. 
These innovations the Roman council opposed, and in con- 
sequence it refused to receive the envoy who supported them. 

The royal chapel is in the palace, and is constructed in 
the form of a Maltese cross, except that one side (at the end 
of which are the choir and the tribunes for the Royal Family) 
is somewhat longer than the other three sides. In the middle 
is a handsome dome, painted with a view of Heaven, which 
is admirably executed, except that the Jehovah is embodied 
in the form of a sage. What corporal representation of that 
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IMtnlMr. Mighty Being can be looked upon, when one tbinks for a 
moment of his immensity? There is a great profusion of 
Riding; but thedecorations are in good taste, and well finii^ed. 
At eleven o^dock a Bishop entered, and was vested by the 
attendant Priests, who were thirteen in number. His vest* 
* ments were of a most costly description. Soon after the 
Queen appeared in her tribune, which is oppo^te the great 
altar. She looked pale and sickly, though she frequently 
stood when the ceremony did not require it. A convulsive 
start now and then proved that she had not yet recovered 
from her late ihdisposition. She was dressed in an olive silk 
high gown, with wristbands of gold. She wore a small 
cambric ruff round her neck. Her hair was dressed quite 
plain, and she was wrapped in a large Cashmere shawl. 
She appeared anxious to avoid all appearance of state, and 
assumed, as much as possible, the demeanour of a young 
lady who possessed no sort of distinction. A stranger would 
have never deemed her the Queen unless she had been ex- 
pressly pointed out to him. It is proper to add, that her 
whole attention appeared to be fixed on the altar. There 
was no afi*ectation in her devotion — ^it was mild, simple, and 
ancere. The king was confined to his bed with the gout. 
Don Carlos and Don Francisco, and their respective consorts, 
attended in their tribunes. The music, which was poured 
from a fine organ and a miscellaneous band of instruments 
and voices, was good, but not so grand and varied as I ex- 
pected. There were very few persons of any description 
present, except the officers of the Court — an unusual cir- 
cumstance, owing to the difficulty of admission, and the 
jealousy with which the palace was guarded. 

The Christmas festival is still observed in Madrid in the 
same manner that was practised a century ago. The even- 
ing of the vigil is scarcely dark when numbers of men, 
wcHnen, and boys are seen • traversing the streets with 
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torches, and many of them supplied with tambonriiies^ 
which they strike loudly as they move along in a kind of 
Bacchanal procession. There is a tradition here, that the 
shepherds who visited Bethlehem on the day of the Nativity 
h€id instruments of this sort upon which they expressed the 
sentiment of joy tha.t animated them, when they received* 
tbe intelligence that a Saviour was bom. Hence for weeks 
before Christmas there is a fair in Madrid, where scarcely 
any thing but tambourines are sold, and every family, of the 
lower order at least, thinks it necessary to have one. If the 
younger branches do not issue into the streets with them, 
they use them in their houses ; in some instances, aided by 
the guitar, they spend the whole night dancing to these 
tambourines, or to another instrument which they call a 
zambomba*. 

At twelve o^clock, the midnight mass is celebrated in all 
the churches. As soon as the clock strikes, the priests come 
forth vested from the sacristy, and repair to the altar, which 
is already lighted and prepared for the occasion. The organ 
peals forth a hymn of joy, ahd the mass is commenced. 
During the service several pieces of national music are per- 
formed, particularly that which is called the Munniray 
which is a fine old composition. But what is most remark-* 
able in this ceremony is, that crowds of people, who, per- 
haps, had been traversing the streets the whole nighty come 
into the church with their tambourines and guitars, and 
accompany the organ. I do not «ay that this is a custom 
deserving of approbation ; to a foreigner, however, it appears 
a striking peculiarity, and when he considers it as a reUc of 

♦ The zambomba is a very noisy instrument. A skin of parchment 
moistened is tied on the mouth of an earthen vase ; and to the centre 
of the parchment is fixed a reed^ by the friction of which^ when the 
parchment is dry^ a sound like that of the tambourine^ wheu rubbed 
by the fingei> is produced. 
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Peoembeb old customs, he finds it the source of many strange and in- 
teresting reflections. When the mass is over, the musical 
groups begin to dance in the very body of the church, and 
there is really so much of the spirit of joy in their mo- 
tions, that though they are undoubtedly indecorous in this 
place, they are almost contagious. The fact is, that there is 
a little of the spirit of the grape too in these scenes. The 
eve of Christmas-day is a strict fast, but the Spaniards, 
who very rarely drink much, indulge liberally on this 
occaiaon in wine ; and though there are few of them actually 
intoxicated, they are generally a little elevated. The best 
consequence of the whole is, that every body without 
exception is in a humoi^r to please and to be pleased, an 
. honourable trait in the national character, since it is well 
understood that the true disposition of the man appears un- 
equivocally in his cups. You may say what you like to a 
Spaniard on this nighty and he will not take offence. Every 
body wears a smile on his countenance. 
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CHAPTER IX. 

BRITISH CLAIMS. — CONGRESS OF VERONA. — NEGOTIATIONS 

FOR PEACE. PROCEEDINGS OF THE ALLIES. — CONDUCT 

OF SPAIN. 

Although the British government declined to follow January. 
the example of the United States so far as to recognize 
liie legal independence of the South American provinces, 
still it acknowledged their independence defacto, for com* 
mercial purposes ; and allowed a mutual intercourse between 
those countries and Great Britain, without the intervention 
of Spain. The views of our cabinet upon this subject were 
ccmimunicated at an early period to that of Madrid, and a 
distinct understanding was the result; that although Spain 
would not repeal those . ancient laws which excluded all 
other countries from trading with her colonies, still that she 
would not interfere with the trade proposed to be carried on 
between Great Britain and those colonies. This in fact was 
the understood condition which restricted our government 
from declaring the independence of the South American 
States. 

The consequence was, that several merchants of London 
embarked in speculations for South America, to a consider- 
:;able iamount; but day after day news was brought home 
of the capture and condemnation of British vessels, for in- 
fractions of those Sp^ish colonial laws which it was under- 
stood were virtually annulled by the explanations entered 
into .with the cabinet of Madrid. The capture of the L(yrd 
Collingwood at length produced a sensation in the public 
mind which induced the Marquis of Londonderry to turn 
his attrition to this subject, and Sir Willi^n A'Courfs 

K 
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Jwiitty. departure for Madrid was hastened, that he might urge the 
government to grant indemnities for the injuries suffered by 
British subjects, in consequence of the seizure aiid con- 
fiscation of this, and several other vessels, together with 
their cargoes. When Mr. Canning came into office, he 
followed up the subject witli unremitting energy. The 
whole of the claims amounted to near half a million sterling. 

The conduct of the Spanish government, throughout these 
transactions, was far from being consistent with good &ith 
and hcHiour. At first they gave consent that British vessels 
should tirade on the Spanish Main* It was a tacit consent, 
it was true, but it was deemed sufficiently expBcat to induce 
British merchants to float to the Main upwards of six 
millicms of property ; and what was the result ? As socm as 
the Spanish government are apprized that such a tempting 
prize is exposed to their grasp, they send out tacit orders 
to their admirals to sdze every British ship they can find 
on the Main. But this is not all. When Sir William 
A'^Court addressed a strong note upon this subject to San 
Miguel, the minister of state; he in reply justified the 
captures, upon the princij^e that the permission to trade was . 
given tacitly, and that the orders to seize British ships were 
also given taditiy. He went so far as to say, that the trade 
was no more than one of connivance, and that the seizures 
mere in the same situation. 

Happily for the honour of England, the next note which 
the minister transmitted to San Miguel was that in whidi he 
informed him that two squadrons had sailed firom. Ports- 
mouth, one for Puerto Rico, the other £or Puerto Caballo, 
with orders to capture all the Spanish ships which they found 
entering, or within those ports, until the captures should be 
sufficient to cover the amount of the claims which had hitherto 
been so vainly urged on the Spanish government 

It was pointedly stated in Sir William A^Court^s note, 
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that this measure had no connexion whatever with the Jmuuty* 
^^uestion agitated in the Congress of Verona, concerning 
Spain-r-a question in which England had preserved, and 
would continue to maintain, the strictest neutrality. The 
despatch of the squadrons was, he insisted, solely and purely 
a defensive measure, imposed on the government of England 
by the circumstances of the case. 

This was the true old English style of negotiation. 
Never was it more necessary, or more just ; for in truth it 
would appear that the Spanish government reasoned the 
matter with themselves, in something like the following 
manner: "We have in South America troops upon whose 
fidelity our only hopes of recovering our colonies depend ; 
but we possess no means of paying them. What is to be 
done ? There are at this moment millions of British pro* 
perty in the Spanish Main : let us blockade the coast of 
Colombia, and seize all the British ships we can lay out 
hands upon. It matters not that we gave them our consent 
that they should trade thither — that consent was no more 
than a tacit one. Tacit also be our orders for their scazure ; 
thus we shall be upon equal terms. The immediate result 
will be, that we shall obtain money'for the payment of our 
troops in America; perhaps, also for the assistance of our 
internal embarrassments. It is probable that when the 
British sufferers come to make complaints, we may be com. 
pelled, by the power of England, to listen to them. Well, 
we may do so. But in the mean time we shall have gained 
the benefit of a species of forced loan from those opulent 
merchants, and we shall have the advantage of repaying 
them upon our own terms.** 

Accordingly, General Morales did proclaim the coast of 
Colombia in a state of blockade ; and this was made the 
pretext for the pirades which were committed on British 
property. 

k2 
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The sailing of the squadrons brought the Cortes and 
the government to their senses; and at length tte cor- 
respondence on the subject was referred to the (Uplomatic 
commissicMiy which recommended that such claims as could 
be legally ascertained should be paid out of the general 
2d. treasury. The Cortes confirmed the report ; and, after some 
further correspondence, a convention was entered into, by 
.which it was agreed that the claims should be ascertained by 
a mixed commission of British and Spanish subjects, to sit 
in London. It is understood that the ckums so ascertained 
are to be paid by inscriptions in the Great Boolcof Spain — ^no 
very satisfactory security after all for those serious losses 
which our merchants have suffered. The Convention sti- 
pulates, however^ that the blockade of the Colcnnbian coast 
should be raised, which affords a safeguard for the future. 

It is probable, and indeed it was alleged by San Miguel, 
that be was induced to bring these negotiations to a speedy 
eoQclusioD, by the intelligence which he had received of the 
strictly neutral character sustained by the representative of 
England, at the Congress of Verona* In a conversation 
which he had with Sir William A'Court on the S4th of 
December, he said, ^^ We are sure of England, and satisfied 
with her position ; and we hope that the Cortes will enable 
us to make her* satisfied with Spain. We cannot expect 
her to range herself on our side, nor to send troops or fleets 
to assist us; but we are persuaded, that she will never 
assist our enemies, nor furnish them with the means of 
invading us. It is, moreover, so much her interest to pre- 
vent war breaking out between us and France, that it is quite 
unnecessary to ask for her mediation. There is certainly 
nothing to induce us to ask for such a mediation at present ; 
but we are at sea, surrounded by dangers, and menaced by 
storms, and it is impossible to say that we may not yet 
require a friendly hand. But we see nothing yet to make 
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h necessary for us to, ask any mediation, nor have we at Jmumejt. 
present any intention o{ soliciting one.'* 

In order to explain the bearing of the latter part of San 
MigueTs observations, it is necessary to give a short view of 
the ecmferences and correspondence which had taken place 
up to this period both at VercHia and Paris, upon the 
Spanish question. 

It would app^u* that when the British ministry resolved 
that the Duke of Wellington should proceed to the Congress 
of Verona, they did not understand, or perhaps, more pro* 
perly speaking, they did not affect to understand^ as they 
had no official intimation, that the rdiations between France 
and Spain would be submitted to the decison of that 
assembly^ When the Duke of Wellington, however, arrived 
in Paris, on his way to VercMia, he soon learned fr<xn 
Monsieur de Villele *, that expectations were formed that 
the Congress would take into consideration the actual 
position of the Fraach government in rdation to Spain. 

The position of France with regard to Spain was, in the 
early part of September, 183S, simply tlus:— From the 
time that a violent contagious fever, which carried away 
thousands at Barcelona, had excited apprehensions that it 
might be communicated by travellers to the southern de- 
partments of France, the government began to collect troops 
in those depaiTtments, and formed a line which it called the 
" Cordon Sanitaire,"** in order to prevent any persons from 
passing the frontiers who had not performed quarantine* In 
the mean^-time, die civil war which had been already kindled 
in different parts of the-Peninsula moved its principal seat to 
the three frontier provinces, Catalonia, Aragon, and Na- 
varre. The royalists probably conceived that the French 
troops were likely to assist them sooner or later — a hope 

* ^th September, 1828. 
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Jmxuaj, which the ultrar-royaKst party of Frauce encouraged* The 
civil war became more actiTe ; the French goTemment began 
to apprehend serious dangers, or at least inconveniencies, 
from the proximity of die contest; they increased thrir 
army ; and as the fever no longer afforded any pretexts foi; 
the continuation of the '< Cordon Sanitaire,^ they called it 
an " Army of Observation." 

The Duke of Wellington lost no time in writing home for 
instructions how he should proceed upon this new questkiii* 
He was accordingly desired to declare, that if there were 
any project to interfere by force or by menace in the struggle 
going on in Spain, to any sudli interference, come what 
might, his majesty would not be a party. These instructions 
vrete evidently pqjinted, not agsunst any individual designs 
entertained by France, but a general project of the allied 
Powers. 

Soon after the Congress was fiilly assembled at Verona, 
M. de Montmcwpency, the French plenipotentiary,addressed* 
three questions in conference to the plempolentiaries of Au- 
stria, Russia, Prussia, and Great Britain. In these int^- 
rogatories he inquired, whether if France should find herself 
under the necessity of breaking ofi^ her diplomatic r^M;ions 
with Spain, the other courts would do the same? whether 
if wai' should take place between France and Spain^ the 
other powers would afibrd to France that moral support 
which would give to her measures the weight of the alliance ? 
and lasdy, whether, if France would desire it, they would 
iend har effisctive assistance ? and if so, of what £cMrm, and to 
what extent ? 

To these questions Austria, Russia, and Prussia, an- 
swered,-}* that they would act as France should in respect to 
their ministers in Spain ; and would give to France every 

• Sunday nighty 20th October, 1822. f 30th October. 
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CDunteoaooe imd anstance bIi6 sliould require; the cause JHmanr« 
for such a^istance; and the period and mode of giving it, 
being reserved to-be specified in a treaty. 

The British mimster) in his answer, en«*getically recom« 
niended to the allies to abstain from all interference in the 
internal affairs of Spain, and stated the decided ofnnion of his 
goyemment, that any amelioration which might be desired 
in the Spanish system oug^t to be sought for in measures 
to be adopted in Spain, rather than abroad. 

Upon the delivery of these answers, it was agreed ** by the 
four continental courts, that they should write despatches to 
^their respective ministers at Madrid, in which they would 
express their wishes and intentions. When the drafts of 
their despatches were prepared, they were communicated to 
the Duke of Wellington, that hi^ Grace might, upon seeing 
them, make known the line which his Court would take ; it 
being understood that copies of those despatches would be 
presented to the Spanish government by the foreign mi- 
nisters at Madrid, to whom they were to be respectively 
acUkessed. 

No account of the discusuons which took place at this 
Congress has been published ; but from the documents laid 
before parliament it may be inferred, that M. de Mont- 
morency solidted the general co-operation of all the allies 
— morally in the first instance, and effectively, if neces* 
sary, against the revolution of Spain. It was evidently 
his object to make it a European question, in which the per- 
sonal irritations^ if I may be allowed the expression, existing 
between France and Spain, should be merged and lost. 

The Duke of Wellingtan was aware that the origin, pro- 
gress, and results of the Spanish revolution had long excited 
uneasiness in the cabinets of Austria, Bussia, and Prussia ; 
and he saw it woidd be useless to attempt to dissuade them 

• 31st October. 
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Janoory. from that expiession of their sentiments upon this subject, 
which they had disclosed in the drafts of their despatches* 
His Grace, therefore, seems to have addressed himself, in 
the discusdbns which took place, to separate the general 
anti-^revolutionary views of the three Courts just mentioned, 
from the individual causes of irritation against Spain, whidi 
appertained to France. In the answer* which he sent to 
the ministers of the Allies, after perusing the drafts of thor 
despatches, he contemplated the possibility of a suspension 
of diplomatic relations between the three Allied Courts and 
Spain, whatever might be the state of the questions between 
France and the Peninsula. He thus sought to reduce the 
cause of war, if it should take place, to a personal and local 
quarrel between France and Spain, and to prevent that close 
union from taking place between the four Courts, which 
would give to the proceedings of France the appearance of 
being European* If he succeeded in this point, his next 
hope appeared to be, that England should stand in the 
character of a mediator between France and Spain, and 
might, by her good offices, the more easily prevent a war, 
the consequences of which to herself, as well as to the whole 
continent, it was impossible to calculate. 

At the dissolution of the Congress, it appeared that the 
Duke of WeDington did succeed in his views to this extent, 
that no general declaration of the four Powers was issued, 
though there is little doubt that such a measure was ori- 
ginally intended. A marked dbSTerence of principle and 
language, between England and the other Powers, had 
shown itself throughout the discussions ; and it was no slight 
advantage gained, that, by the suppression of such a general 
declaration, the 45ecegsion of England from the Alliance 
stopped at a point compatible with the continuance of those 
friendly relations, which it is her interest to preserve with all 

* ;30tli November. 
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ihe world. The cause of war was evidendj reduced* from Jaireary« 
a general European question to a local quarrel between 
France mid Spain; although the two French plenipoten- 
tiaries, M. de Montmorency and M. de Chateaubriand, left 
Verona with a different impression. 

The British government haa been blamed for not having 
instructed the Duke of Wellington to use strong language <^ 
remonstrance against the principles put forth by the con- 
tii]^ntal Powers, in the first instance ; and against the deter- 
mination of France to invade Spain, in the second. With 
ra^iect to the first, it appears to me that the:British govern* 
ment, as well as their representative at Congress, took every 
oecasiim, and indeed sought for frequent opportunities, to 
protest generally against the principle of foreign interference 
in the internal afitEiirs of independent states ; and specifically 
as applied to the c^se of Spain. They pursued this principle 
through its consequences, by censuring even the animadver- 
sions of foreign Powers upon the internal transactions of an 
independent country, when the effect of those transactions did 
not extend beyond the precincts of the state in which they 
took place. The language used on these occaiaons was 
clear, decided, and expressive, such as a complete dissent 
of principle and opinion required. If England were desirous 
of forcing her political doctrines on the continental Powers 
by the instrumentality of the sword, it would have been ne- 
cessary for her to have indicated her intentions by addressing 
her allies in the language of vituperation. But having pre- 
determined to preserve peace for the world if she could, 
and peace for herself at all events, she would have com- 
promised Jier dignity, in my (^nion, if in the warmth of 

* See M. de Montmorency's note of the 26tli of December, addressed 
to the Duke of Wellington ; Mr. Canning's note in answer of the 10th 
of January; M.de Chateaubriand's note of the 23d; and Mr, Canning's 
of the «8th. 
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Jamittf. duBCUSsioQ die had allowed herself to be lad into intanpeiste 
GOT menacing' language. 

With respeet to the othet point, namely, the opposition 
given by the British plenipotentiary to the intended inva^»on 
of Spain by France, it is equally apparent that mere words 
would have had little efifect, unless we were prepared to send 
out armies and fleets to support th^n. There never was a 
see(»id opinion in the cabinet, or in the country, upon the 
impdiicy of such a measure ; but many have thought that 
England oi^t to have unfolded, in a solemn docum^it, her 
reprobation of this most unjust and indefensible aggression 
of France against Spain. Perhaps at the moment when this 
audacious violation of international law was on the eve of 
taking place,, such a document might have contributed to en- 
courage the weak, and rouse the indifferent of Spain, to pre- 
^nt a manly front to the invader. But on the other hand, 
it must be recollected, that in that moment of importance 
England stood in the capacity of a friend to both parties ; 
^id without being invested with the formal character of a 
mediator, she was requested by both sides to exert her good 
offices for the prevention of war. In these circumstances a 
public and solemn declaration of her sentiments would have 
only embarrassed her mediatorial proceedings; though pos- 
sibly an occasion may arise hereafter, in which she may 
send forth such a document, and heal, as far as in her lies, 
the wound that has been inflicted on public liberty and the 
rights of nations by the lawless ambition of France. 

It remains, therefore, to examine the proceedings which 
tthe British government thought proper to adopt for the 
preservation of peace, after the Congress of Verona was 
dissolved. Previous to that event, M. de Villele had taken 
several opportunities* of expressing to Sir Charles Stuart, 

* See Mr. Canning's letter to the Duke of Wellington^ dated Deo^nber 6. 
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the Bfitudi amliawador iat Fans, his own earnest desire Jaawy* 
£Dr the preservation of peace ; and his ivish to recdve nol 
only tfae.supp(H*t^ but: die advice of the British govern- 
meat, in his endeavours to pres^^e it. A similar wish had 
been communicated to Mr. Canning by the government 
o£ Spain * The Duke of Wellington was accmtlingly iop 
structedy upon his return to Paris from Verona^ to offer to 
M. de Villele the mediation of his majesty between .th^ 
Most Christian and Catholic Majesties f. In the first in- 
terview :|: which his Grace had upon thi& occasion with the 
French minister, he prevailed upon hkn to send orders to 
Vax>na, to express the desire of the French government that 
die transmission of the. despatches to Madrid by the three 
courts should be 8fuqf>ended. This was a prodf that the 
French government reconsidered the measure to which its 
plenipotentiaries had agreed at Ver<ma ; and it was for some 
time hoped that this reconsideration might prevent a recourse 
to anns. In the interval, whilst the question wlas referred 
hack to Verona, and it was doubtful what might be the re- 
sult, the Duke of Wellington § acquunted the French go- 
vernment with the readiness of his majesty to accept the 
office of mediator between France and Spain, and to employ 
his most strenuous endeavours for the adjustment of th^r 
differences. 

The fononal mediation of England was declined |{ by the 

* See extract of ft despatch addressed by San Miguel to M. de 
Colombj dated November 15, 1822. 

t See Mr. Canning's letter just cited. • 

J See the Duke of Wellington's despatch to Mr. Canning, dated 
Paris, December 9. 

§ 17th December. 

\\ The Duke de Montmorency's note to the Duke of Wellington, 
Paris, 26th December. 
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J«marjr« Planch government, on the grounds that no <Merehce existed 
between France and Spain ; no specific point of discussion, 
by the arrangement of which their relations wight be placed 
en the footing on which they ought to stand. A wish, how- 
"^ ever, was more than imjdied, that the British government 
might succeed in her endeavours to preserve the peace of 
Europe, which was sufficient to encourage it to renew to 
Spain * the expression of its unabated desire to employ its 
good offices in whatever way might be most useful to that 
country for averting the dangers with which she was 
threatened. To this state had matters arrived when that 
conversation occurred between Sir. William A'Coxurt and 
M. San Miguel, which has been referred to in a previous part 
of this chapter, and from which it appears that the Spanish 
government did not then intend to solicit the mediation of 
this country. An understanding at the same time existed 
on aH sides, that England, though not. invested with the 
attributes of a mediator, would continue har best exertions 
for the prevention of war. 

The delay caused in the transmission of the deqoatches 
from Verona, through the interposition of the French go- 
vewament, was but of short duration. lo^^-tfaat interval M. 
de Montmorency, who was just created >a duke for his eXf 
ertions at Verona, resigned his seat in the cabinet As soon 
as this circumstance was known, it produced a very general 
impression that the councils of France had undergone a 
total change, and that henceforth her policy would be purely 
pacific. But it soon appeared that the resignation of this 
minister arose from a feeling of delicacy upon his part, be-^ 
cause he could not carry into effect his favourite doctrine of 
proceeding with the war as a European measure. Perhaps, 

♦ Mr. Camiing's despatch to Sir William A'Court; 29th December. 
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also, he was a littk pqued by M • de Chateaubdiaiid having Jnmuj. 
been sent to Congress, the mission seenung to belong ex- 
dusively to the c^oe of Foreign Affairs, over which M. de 
MonttDorency presided. It was, moreover, understood that 
M. de Chateaubriand had been received by high personages 
at the Congress with a marked distinction that touched the 
pride of his noble colleague. To the seat of that colleague Mw 
de Chateaubriand succeeded, with a determination to pursue 
exactly the same line of policy ; but he affected to make a 
shadow of distinction between his views and those of his 
predecessor in office, by calling the great question in agitar- 
tion one that was at the same Uine ^^ wholly French and 
wholly European ^^ a distinction thait left the matter where 
it was. Whether the new minister was or was not guilty of 
duplicity in order to get into the cabinet, is an inqiiiry into 
which it is unnecessary for me to enter. That there w^ 
vacillation, a wish to recede from positive engagements, and 
to avoid the war, on the part of M. ddr ViUele, seems highly 
probable from his declarations in the Chambers. It seems 
equally probable that he was at last decided to take a step 
by the advice of Russia ; but that he wished to remove the 
appearance of her dictati(Hi, by submitting to strip ^ 
question as much as possible of its European character. 

In these circumstances M. de Villele penned, or at least 
signed, that despatch to M. La Garde, which arrived in 
Madrid two days before the despatches from the courts of ^^ 
Austria, Russia, and Prussia. A copy of the French de- 
spatch was published in the Mofiiieury which arrived by the 
same courier who conveyed the origmal to M. La Garde. 
Itv was imnpLediately copied into the EspectadoTy the semi- 
official journal of the Spanish government ; and the first im- 
pression which it made on the public mind was, that the. 
cabinet of France had separated itself, to a certain extent. 
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from the views to which, its plenipotentiary had agreed at 
•Verona, in concert with the three other powers. Some even 
flattered themselves with the hope that it was of a pacific 
tendency; but, for my part, I could not perceive in the 
despatch any igrounds upon which that hope was rested. 
4th, The French minister. Count La Garde, lost no time in 

communicating to the cabinet oi Madrid a copy of his de- 
spatch, and at the same time he endeavoured to give a 
favourable impression of the intentions of his government *. 
The ambiguous tone of the despatch was interpreted in such 
a manner by the French minister, that the Spanish cabinet 
appears to have been for a while lulled by it into a con- 
sdousness of perfect security, and was prepared to pay no 
very great attention to the despatches of the three other 
powers. 
5th. The day after the latter documents arrived, copies of them 

S5tb. were presented to the government. A written answer was 
.promised to the several comnmnications, and there was reason 
to believe that the departure of the Austrian, Russian, and 
Prussian representatives would follow. Indeed, it was first 
intended to send them their passports unasked; but Sir 
William A'Court previdled on the foreign minister to take 
a more moderate course, and wait until they should apply 
for them. M. La Garde was to remain. 

Although the Spanish government was thus set com- 
paratively ^t ease (delusively, indeed, as will hereafter ap- 
pear) with respect to France, was sure of the neutrality of 
England, and had little to apprehend from the vague sug- 
gestions of three distant powers, yet it did not exhibit any 
improper manner upon this occasion.- M. San Miguel, in 
his conversations with the English minister f subsequently 

* See Sir W. A'Court's despatch to Mr. Cannings Madrid^ Jan. 7. 
t Ibid. 
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to the arrival oi the despatches above meationed, qx>ke in a Jammrf* 
tone of much greater moderadon, and held out more favour- 
able hopes for the future, than he ever ventured to express 
before : he more than insinuated tha^t modifications might be 
effected, whenever the country should be rdieved from the 
danger of foreign interference. 
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DEBATES IN COETE8 ON THE FOREIGN DESPATCHES. — PRO* 
SFECTS OF tME CONSTITUTION. 

January 9. Thb government having taken some days to consider the 
foreign despatches, which had been communicated to it, and 
of the answers proper to be returned to them, resolved on 
laying the whole of the doci^ents before Cortes in a solemn 
public sitting. This was ^pt one of those points which ne- 
cessarily required the cognizance of Cortes ; but the ministers 
believed they should be wanting to those fraternal sentiments 
which united them with the Congress, if they did not place 
the matter before them. Besides, the government of France 
had taken care to publish the instructions which it had 
transmitted to the Count La Garde, and the government of 
Spain thought they could do no less than follow its example. 

It was not generaQy known that these important docu- 
ments would be read to the Cortes; and, in consequence, 
the public galleries were not crowded, though rather well 
attended. Sir WiUiam A'Court was in the ambassador's 
tribune, to which also several English gentlemen were by 
his politeness admitted. The attendance of the deputies 
was full. 

The Cortes had been previously engaged upon a question 
"relating to ecclesiastical property ; but from the manner in 
which it was treated, it was easy to perceive that the minds 
of the deputies were full of anxiety and fervour upon an- 
other subject. Now and then this sentiment broke out, and 
there was a partial cheer, when Senor Velasco, a clergyman, 
said, " I have learned to suffer privations, but there is no 
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sacrifice which I con deem too great for the benefit of Spain ; Januny* 
and even though I were about to become the victim of in- 
digence, still my last resources should be exhausted for the 
Constitution and the liberty of the nation.^ This discussion 
was suspended when the secretaries of state entered the hall 
of the Cortes, about two oVlock in the afternoon, and M. 
San Miguel appeared in the rostrum. Upon the instant 
every person present was breathless with attention^ and the 
silence that pervaded the hall, the tribunes, and galleries, 
was as profound as if it were a desert. 

After a short preface, he proceeded to read the note trans- 
mitted by the French governmeitt to Count La Garde, which 
having been already familiar to the deputies and strangers, 
excited litde attenticm. San MiguePs enunciation is badv 
He read in a dull monotonous voice, as if he were a school- 
boy conning over his lesson before a severe master. He gave 
no emphasis to those sentences even in the answer to the 
French note, which was understood to be from his own pen. 
Yet no aid of elocution was necessary to render every word 
that fell from him impressive in the highest degree. When 
he came to that passage of his answer which says that Spain 
was indifferent as to the results of the Congress of Verona, 
because ^^ secure of its principles, and firm in the determina- 
tion of defending, at .every hazard, its present political 
system and national independence,'^ there was a general burst 
of enthusiasm, many of the deputies and the spectators 
clapping thtir hands. These applauses were, renewed at 
the close of almost every subsequent paragraph ; and when 
this paper was concluded, they were continued for several 
minutes. 

The Austrian note was heard in silence until the minister 
came to the words, ^^ and a miUtart/ rebellion never can 
form the basis of an auspicious and permanent government ;'* 
there was a short murmiu* of indignation, which would have 

i^ ■ 
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Janiuiy. heea louder bcft for the intense desire that was felt to hear 
distinctly what followed. The assembly, taking it altogether, 
seemed struck with surprise at the light in which this note 
represented the historj^of the Spanish revolution. When 
they heard it said that the principal instruments of the 
Spanish revolution had excited Naples and Piedmont to 
follow the example of the Peninsula ; Biego, Galiano, Ar- 
guellesy and others, smiled at the assertion^ wondering at the 
hardihood of Metternich, who could put forth such a false* 
hood. Yet it was soon evident that this note, the result of 
Mettemich's experi^ced wisdom, was drawn up with tact, 
and a knowledge of human tiature ; for before the general in^ 
dignation was raised to its height, it was wonderfully softened 
by that appeal to national pride which was so artfully wrought 
up in the allusion to the peculiar position of Austria. ^^ The 
house of Austria, looking to its own history, cannot but find 
in it the most powerful motives of friendship, solicitude, and 
sympathy for a nation which is able to record with just pride 
ages of glorious recollections, during which the sun never 
set upon her dominions ; and which, possessbg respectable 
institutions, hereditary virtues, religious sentiments, and love 
for her kings, has distinguished herself in every age by a 
patriotism always faithful, always generous, and very fre- 
quently heroicair This just and eloquent passage bad an 
electric eflFect : you saw that the men were for a moment 
subdued ; for flattery, so finely covered and directed, cquld 
not fail to touch every chord of national feeling. But this 
result was only for the moment ; for, although the remainder 
of the note was framed in language alternately soothing and 
severe, the terms in which the king was spoken of, as a cap« 
tive deprived of his liberty, and the authors of the Con- 
^itutipn represented as acknowled^ng its impracticabi]ity» 
excited unqualified hostility. When the note was concluded^ 
however, there was no very general expression of mdignatian. 



DEBATES IN CORTES, 147 

a» its effect was in some measure qualified by the friendly January 
and admonitory tone in whieh it ended. 

After pausing a few minutes, San Miguel proceeded to 
read the note from Prussia. Every thing depends chiefly 
upon the manner in which ^t is. done. There was a great 
deal of flattery in the commencement of the Prussian note ; 
but it sounded hollow, and evidently appeared as if thrown 
in by a command which said, *^ Put down something in the 
be^ning to cajole them.'' The consequence was, it was 
laughed at. The dignity of the assembly could scarcely be 
preserved when that passage was read, which stated that 
the Cortes ** presented nothing inore than a conflict of opi- 
nions and objects, and a struggle of interests and passions, 
in the midst of which the most foolish resolutions and pro- 
positions have been constantly crossed, combated, or neu- 
tralized.'" This picture of the Cortes and its debates, if not 
false, was at least well calculated to excite laughter by the 
zeal whieh it professed to entertain for those propositions 
which it terms ^* the most foolish.'' The remainder of the 
note, which is full of invectives against the Constitution, was 
received with indignation, not unfrequently interrupted by 
strong expressions of contempt. 

But all the rage of the Cortes — or rather, I might say, of 
the general assembly, for the spectators in the galleries 
seemed to form an integral part of the meeting — all the rage 
of this anxious assembly appeared to be resei*ved for the 
Russian conununication. The sentence commencing the 
second paragraph, " when in the month of March, 1820, 
same perjured soldiers turned their arms against their so- 
yerdgn and their country," &c. was frequently interrupted 
by murmurs from the galleries and the depulies, and amidst 
these the former exclaimed more than once, ^ Abaxo el 
tircmal^ (down with the tyrant) uttered with a fierceness of 
lone pecuUarly Spanish, 
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Januaiy. During the time the minister was reading this paper, the- 
agitation among the deputies was extreme. Some turning 
from one side to the other in a state of painful suffering ; 
some raising their hands on high, in astonishment; some 
looking intensely on the minister, their faces fired with 
vengeance ; some, the elders of the senate, fixed like rocks, 
against which the wares and storms of ages have toiled in 
vain. In every man^s countenance you might read a dif- 
ferent mode of expression ; but in all, the thing expressed 
was the same — ^horror at the violent misrepresentations which 
they believed these notes contained, and a burning desire, 
not only to resist the aggressions which menaced their Spain ; 
but to rush forth to avenge the insults which were flung 
upon her liberty and honour. 

It was observable, that frequently the deputies fixed their 
eyes attentively on the ambassador's tribune, in which Sir 
William A'Court and several English gentlemen were 
seated. They looked on this tribune as representing that 
great and free country from which they had as yet ex- 
perienced nothing but friendship, and from which they 
ardently hoped to meet with assistance. When in the notes 
a sentence of peculiar despotism was read, many an eye was 
raised to that box, to read the impression which it made 
there. Sir William A'Court's countenance gave them neither 
hope nor despair ; but several of his countrymen took very 
few paiins to restrain that abhorrence which these documents 
must ever excite in the breasts of men who know what free- 
dom is, and are resolved to maintain it. These expressions 
of sympathy were anxiously looked for by the deputies, and 
afforded them evidently great satisfaction. They remarked 
upon them one to the other, and occasionally smiled. 

San Miguel ecmcluded with reading the copy of a circular 
note, which was to be sent to the Spanish ministers at each of 
the three northern courts, and in which it was stated that the 
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-despatches transmitted by those courts were so full of did- Janiuiy. 
tortied facts, injurious suppositions, unjust and calumnious 
criminations, and vague demands, that they required no 
•foroial answer: but that the government would take a more 
convenient opportunity for puUishing to the nations its sen- 
timents, principles, and resolutions^ 

As soon as th^ reading of these documents was over, the pre- 
sident of Cortes said, " The Cortes have heard the oommu*- 
nication which the government of his majesty has just made. 
Faithful to their oath, and wortliy of the people whom they 
represent, they will not permit that any alterations or modi- 
fications shall be made in the Constitution by which they 
exist, except by the will of the nation, and in the manne* 
which the laws prescribe. The Cortes will give to the go- 
vernment of his majesty every means for repelling the ag- 
gression of those powers who may dare to attack the liberty, 
the independence, and the glory of the heroic Spanish na- 
tion, and the dignity and splaidour of the'king^s Consti- 
tutional throne.^ 

This well-timed reply was received with a peal of vivas 
that lasted for several minutes. The deputies all rose in 
a c<»ifused manner, and shouted viva la Cdnstituckm^ viva 
la soberania nacional, in which they were enthuaastically 
joined by the people in the galleries. 

As soon as order was in some measure restored, Senor 
Galiano moved that a message should be sent to the king, 
to assure him of the determination of the Cortes to ** sustain 
the lustre and independence of the constitutional throne, the 
sovereignty and rights of the nation, and the Constitution 
by which they exist; and that for the attainment of such 
sacred objects there were no sacrifices which they would not 
decree, convinced that they would be made with enthu- 
siastic readiness by all Spaniards, who would subject them- 
selves to endure the whole catalogue of evils, rather than 
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Jiuiiuuy. . bargain with those who would attempt to defile their honoii^ 
car to attack their liberties.'* 

The greater number of the deputies rose in a body to 
approve this proportion by acclamation ; whilst others, as 
well as the mover, were attempting at the same time to 
speak in support of it. Some cried out that the proportion 
was unanimously agreed to; others, that no vote was re- 
.qiured, that Senor GaHano^s voice was that of the National 
Congress. In the midst of this enthusoastie confusion, Senor 
Sanchez was heard to say, that ^^ Europe and the whde 
world ought to know^ that the Spanish nation deTred peace, 
but refutes not war; and that it is determined to repeat 
-even to excess its former sac^ces rather than suffer an 
attempt upon its independence, or recede one step in its 
Constitutional system/' 

The motion was then carried by acclamation ; after which, 
upon the suggestion of Senor Arguelles, it was referred to 
the diplomatic committee to draw up a minute of the pro* 
posed message to the king, and to present it to Cortes at 
the expiration of forty-eight hours. This distance of time 
was named in order to allow the minds of the d^i^es to 
cool before they delivered their opinions upon the notes 
which had been read. For, as Senor Galiano observed, 
^^ to^ay this discussion would be violent, tempestuous, and 
agitated, and another day it will be temperate, calm, and 
majestic, such ss becomes the Spaniel nation, always 
grander when dangers become greater, moderate and dig- 
nified even when it sees itself attacked by means the most 
villanous and base *.^ When this debate, if such it might 



*" The sentence in the original is no bad specimen of the aptitude of 
Ae Spanish language for oratory. *' En efecto^ hoy dia esta discusion 
deheria ser violenta> tempestuosa y agitada, y otro dia sera reposada^ 
tranquila y magestuosa^ cual conviene a la nacion E^nok^ siempx« 



DEBATES IN CORTES. 151 

Be. calkd» was condudeij^the deputies and spectators re- Januwy. 
Dewed th^ applauses; several of the former were seen to 
unbrace each other who had been hitherto adversaries in 
Sentiment, mcoong them Galiano and Augustin Arguelles, 
rivals in eloquence, and leaders of distinct though not 
<ippodte parties. 

In the course of the afternoon a report was spread of the 
important communications which had been made to Cortes, 
and of the manner in which they were received. It caused 
a strong sensation in the capital, and at night a number of 
people paraded through the principal streets, attended by a 
band of music, which played patriotic airs. They carried 
large torches in their hands, and shouted at intervals Viva 
la ComtitucianI 

The following day a detailed account of the debate, and lOth. 
copies of the notes and answers* were published in the 
principal journals. ' From an early hour of the morning the 
offices of the Universal and the Espectador, and the streets 
leading to them, were thronged with applicants for papers. 
During the whole day the demand was so great, that it was 
imposdUe to satisfy it; but a plan was adopted which, in 
some measure, compensated for this defect. When a lucky 
patriot succeeded in getting a paper, he posted to the Puerta 
del Sol, or to the arcades of the post-office; and here, as 
soon as he produced his prize, a crowd collected around him, 
and he read aloud the whole of the journal from the begin- 
ning to the end. I saw several, of these groups so em- 
ployed, all ears to catch the hurried. sounds of the reader. 
In general the Spaniards pronounce their beautiful language 
in a clear and distinct manner ; but I was surprised at the 



mas grande en los maycres peligros, moderada y magestuosa aun- 
cuando se vea atacada por medios Iqs mas viles y lateros." 
* Far these documents, see Appendix^ No. ir. 
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Juraaiy. ^^^^gj ^^ elocution which some of these politidans displayed. 
The remarks which the listeners occasionally made were 
short and pithy. " Hear,'* said one, " hear this Frus^an 
king, who once promised a constitution to his own subjects (^ 
" and who never gave it,'' added another. " Only, observe 
how tender he is of the Catholic church ; he himself a he- 
retic." This caused a laugh. " Now for the Russian bear," 
remarked another. ** Down with the parricidal race ! down 
with the tyrant T they said, as the reader proceeded. The 
acuteness which the people composing these groups displayed, 
though their raiment was not, perhaps, altogeth^ of a courtly 
fashion, was surprising. They showed it not, perhaps, so 
much in any observations which they made, as in the eager- 
ness with which they received and understood every word 
they heard. 

iidu The day being arrived for the debate on the message, the 

galleries and tribunes were crowded immediately after the 
doors were opened. At half past eleven in the forenoon the 
Deputies were all assembled. ^ After the usual preliminary 
of reading and approving the Act of the previous Ses^on, 
Senor Galiano entered the rostrum on the left hand of the 
ehair, and read the message, at the conclusion of which the 
spectators in the galleries showed their approbation, by clap- 
ping their hands. I confess that this interference of the 
populace offended my ideas of legislative decorum, when I 
reflected a little upon it. If they are allowed to signify ap* 
provai, I appr^end they will not hesitate, when the occasion 
arises, to express dissent also ; and, in this ease, what be*- 
comes of the freedom of debate? But I must also observe, 
that it formed no unpleasing ^ght to see such a number of 
respectable people in the galleries, rising row above row, all 
raised tp the highest tone of enthusiasm, and animated by 
one mind on this solemn occasion. There was, perhaps, 
after all^ a littie of theatrical show in this exhibition — ^at 
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least, to an Englishman it appeared so ; but there was no Januwyu 
man, from whatever country he came, who could look upon 
this HaHl of Deputies and crowd of populace, without being 
affected with strong emotions. Senor Galiano, when he en- 
tered the rostrum, made an effort to ^ve his attitude and 
manner as much dignity as possible. He id short of stature, 
but he seemed as if he would willingly elevate it to suit the 
majesty of his office. He read the message in a pompous 
manner, but it was not a manner assumed at this moment: 
it is his usual characteristic. 

The debate was commenced by Senor Saavedra, the 
youngest Deputy of Cortes, and a gentleman of an andent 
family, who had hitherto distinguished himself rather as a 
poet than an orator*. He thought it was necessary that 
the deputies should take this opportunity of explaining their 
kleas, and the grounds of that Iiermcal decision, which they 

• M. Saavedra lately published two volumes of miscellaneous poems, 
arid a tragedy called Lanuza, which has been well received on the 
stage. The elegant literature of Spain was, however, at this time 
under a kind of cloud. Every intellect of any force was absorbed ia 
politics ; and if there were any visionary who bestowed his thoughts 
on things not belonging to the immediate transactions of the day, and 
published them, his work came forth sdll-boi^. Every week teemed 
with pamphlets of a small size, from ten to fifteen pages at the most, 
but as soon as they were read, they were consigned to never-ending 
oblivion. Saavedra, however, had the good fortune to have his tragedy 
and his poems read amidst the din of political combats. He has been 
highly praised for his genius, but I imagine that a good deal of this 
eulogy was heaped upon him because he has mingled politics with his 
poetry. Such of his minor poems as I have read appear to me to be 
the offspring of a warm heart and a feeble imagination. But it must 
also be said of him that upon this occasion he spoke with very consi- 
derable energy, if not with eloquence. Who, that had a soul to feel, 
and lips to give utterance to thought, would not be eloquent when he 
saw his country attacked by such scandalous notes as those of the 
Dwthern sovem^? 
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4mmy* had already givea^ presenting to Spain^ to aU Europe^ and to 
the whote world, a sdene of the utmost grandeur and majestji 
and a guarantee the most assured that- the tree of Uberty 
had deep roots in their soil, and a presage the most certain, 
that, in spite of storms, it would still continue to grow and 
extend its benignant branches over their country. The 
notes of the foreign Powers he considered as so many attacks 
upon the rights ol every nation upon earth, as incendiary 
proclamations, in which the most infamous calumnies were 
made use of, principles were confounded, and liberty alone 
was assailed without any consideration of the bases upon 
which it was established. What right had these Powers to 
intrude themselves into the private, affairs of Spain ? Why 
did they -now complain of a constitution which the EmpercHr 
of Busda sol^oanly recognized in 1818, which he caused 
some Spaniards to swear to who happened to be then in his 
dominions, and which he had translated into his own Ian* 
^uage ; a constitution, in fine, which was also recognized by 
:the King of Prussia in 1814 ? Then they wanted Spanish 
iurms to sustain their vacillating thrones ; and they knew full 
well that it was the holy fire of liberty alone which could 
destroy the. colossus who menaced diem. The French n<^ 
wa§ of a different character, though it pursued the same 
object : it was couched in more vague and confused terms, 
but it contained the same poison — ^the more strange, since 
ihat Power owed its existence to Spanish energy, and, per- 
haps, to the influence of that constitution which it now in- 
sulted. Spain never would permit the interposition of 
foreigners in her^ internal afftdrs. If any of them were 
insolent enough to attempt it, they would soon learn that the 
heroes were still alive who annihilated the formidable hosts 
4)f Napoleon, conquered the conquerors of the Teutonians, 
ihe Prussians, «nd the Sarmatians: that Zarago^vt and 
Gerona still existed : that the cannons of Albuera and San 
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Mardt^ might still be mounted: tod that Spaniards sdK 
preserved those blood-stained swords with which they opened 
in their fields the wide tomb that devoured their inyaders. 
If there were Powers so forgetful of their own interests as 
to attempt to make war upon Spidn, let them come to the 
country of heroes, where they would find, instead of luxury 
and gold, virtue and steel. 

Canga, who followed Saavedra, is a man pretty far ad- 
vanced in years; but the winter of age, that has partly ral- 
veted his hair^ has not yet penetrated to his mind. The flow 
of his ideas, the rapidity of his language, and the animation 
t^ his gesture, are amazing. To these he adds a thorough 
and ' extensive knowledge of the history of his country. 
" The Spanish nation,^ he observed in the course of his 
speech, ^^ (fid not enjoy, in the ancient ages, a general and 
"uniform constitution, such as it now possesses. Divided into 
kingdoms, though all recognized one basis, they di£Pered in 
the application of principles : hence the constitution of Cas^ 
tile, that of Aragon, that of Navarre, that of Biscay, and 
partly also that of the Asturiea; Notwithstanding this, Spain 
acknowledged, from the most remote ages, the unshaken 
principle of the national sovereignty which has so much 
scandalized the holy Allies. fVe who are more thanyou^ 
said the Aragonese to their kings, achnatxieige yowh as kingy 
provided that you gu>ard our privileges; and ^^not^ noU 
The Castilians exacted from their monarch an oath to oI>» 
'Serve the laws ; die Catalonians made their king swear to 
their rights before they pledged to him their allegiance; 
and the Biscayans made him swear three times on the con^r 
secrated host to their laws. . 

" From this principle was derived the faculty of deposing 
the kings when they failed in their promises. The success 
of Henry IV. in Castile proved the exercise of this terribk 
feculty there: when the Portuguese shook ojff the yoke, \n 
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the time of Don John I., they acted an the maicim that the 
community gives the royal power, and when it is expedient^ U 
can tmihdraw that power^ and nominaU a new saoereign* 
Blancas states that it was the privilege qf the Aragane^ 
freely to elect or to depose their king. The friar, Juan 
Gruelbes^ at the time of the troubles of Catalonia, in conse- 
quence of the imprisonment of the Prince of Viana, and of 
the entry of the King of Aragon, assisted by the Frendi, 
inculcated from the pulpit that they might expel him frcmi 
the kingdom and elect another, because he had violated 
their rights ; and that, for this purpose, they wanted not the 
sanction of Pope or Emperor, since neither one nor the other 
iiad temporal dominion in the country. 

^^ From the same basis was derived the right of insur- 
rection and reastance whenever the people were oppressed, 
.that is to say, whenever the chief failed in his oath and 
his duties. The tenth Law, title the first of the second 
division, aft^ affirming that those kings are tpants wh6 
love their own interest more than that of the country, and 
that they become tyrants first when they of^ress, because 
their subjects, being ignorant and timid, dare not revolt nor 
oppose their will; secondly, when they endeavour to divide 
«them, in order that they should distrust one another ; and, 
4^hirdly, when they oppress them by making them poor, by 
corrupting the powerful, by executing the learned, and by 
prohibiting the existence df assemblies and corpcmitions, 
adds, that in such cases, they can declare the legitimate king 
a iyraaUfor turning the sceptre into an instrument i^in* 
Justice. Hence arose the confraternities of Castile, not 
tumultuary or insurrectionary assemUies as they were called 
by the despotism of the house of Austria when it destroyed 
our liberties, but meetings, as legal as the Cortes, as the 
learned Marina shows. Hence, also, the union of the Ara* 
gonese ; hence the obligation which the laws impose upon 
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all» evea not excepting women, to come armed to the defence Jwmmy. 
of liberty and independence, when they see them attacked, 
without wsuting {or the rot/al command; hence the right of 
accusing die monarchs when they deviated from the path of 
the law, and of separating from them, by force, those who, 
being about their persons, influenced them to the public de^ 
triment ; and hence the right of looking upon such actions 
as inherent in loyalty. This alone is enough to defend the 
Spanish army from the accusation which the Allies have 
made against it.^^ 

After applying himself, in detail, to controvert the asser- 
tions and principles contained in the notes, Senor Canga con- 
cluded with expressing his confident expectation that Spain 
would prove herself as brave in 18^ as she was in 1 808, and 
that she would sustain her rights, her independence, and her 
honour with the same energy with whidi she carried on a san- 
guinary struggle of seven hundred years against the Moors. 
** But if misfortune should be superior to our strength, bury- 
ing us in the ruins of our country, and burying us the first, 
the deputies who have obtained that oountry^s confidence, we 
shall prove to the world the steadiness of our principles and 
diaracter; and our ashes, and the ruins of our cities, ac- 
cusing to the end of time the injustice of our enemies, shall 
send forth shouts of vengeance, which producing one day a 
general explosion, shall awaken liberty to new life in spite of 
Ae tyrants." 

Senor Don Joaquin Ferrer made a few observations, which 
were not much attended to, in consequence of the anxiety of 
the audience to hear Augustin Arguelles. This gentleman 
is deemed the most eloquent speaker in the Cortes. His 
oratory is full of strong reasoning and crowded with facts ; 
jit is convincing, and sometimes irresistible, from the sudden 
diversion which he makes from powerful logic to the seat 
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i <iif those feelii^ which gov&na, the reaolutions oi men. He 
seemed on thi^ occasion to hold a sceptre over the imiids 
of bis auditors, and to awaken in them such sentiments 
as he wished to inspire. While he spoke, every one of the 
deputies appeared to be entranced by his eloquence ; and 
when he concluded^ there was a gena*al look up to the 
ambassador's tribune, to see what effect it produced th^e. 
He spoke for an hour and ten minutes; and when he 
first rose, often during his speech, and immediately after he 
sat down, he was cheered by the populace, and even bji 
the deputies, in the most lively and affectionate manner. 

Senor Alcala Galiano followed in the debate. He is 
yet a young man ; and, as I have already obs^ved, a little 
affected and pompous in his delivery. He was the editor 
of a provincial journal at the time of the dedamtifNi of 
the army of the Isla in favour of the Ckxastttution. His 
style of speakipg is more po^ical than that of ArgueUes, 
wd calculated more to win the ear than to convince the 
understanding. He is fond of long periods and sxnmding 
4^xpres8i<>ns, and very frequently pours out sentanoes in con* 
tinuation, at each of which the audience is indined to ex^ 
claim, ^^ beautiful.'*^ His gesture is also particularly fordbk^ 
picturesque, and varied, and altogether be is such a man 
as a public assembly would put forward to make, a holiday 
speech*. 

Several other deputies demanded the right of speaking, 
but it was decided by a majority that the question w^ suf- 
ficiently discussed; and the message was, of course, agreed 
to unanimously. It was ord^ed, that the debate should be 
printed in a form separate from the '^ Journal of Cortes,"* 
and distributed gratuitously through the whole kingdom 

♦ I have not introduced any passages from the discourses of these 
two gentlemen^ as th^ must be fresh in the remembrance of the 
public. 
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and its dependeneies. A deputation was appointed to hmw^^ 
present the message to the king. 

When the Cortes rose, the crowd in the galleries rushed- 
down to the deputies^ door, and waited until Galiano and . 
ArgueUes came out, when they seized on them bj main force^ 
and carried them off in triumph on their shoulders. They 
were oUiged to exert all their eloquence to get permission to 
descend again, and they took refuge in the prandent^s car-' 
riflg& The populace followed the carriage to the president's 
house, »nghig all the way patriotic songs, and shouting^ 
Viva la Consiitucion ! In the evening bands of musib 
paraded the streets by torch-light, and the night passed 
away in perfect tranquillity. 

The ministers of Austria, Russia, and Prussia, had in the 
meantime formally demanded their passports, which were 
sent to them ; and, as soon as their arrangements for tra- 
velling were completed, they took their departure from i^** 
Madrid. The French minister was privatdy instructed by 
his government to remain in Madrid until further notice, 
unless insults were offered to the representatives of the other 
Powers before they quitted the capital. The correspondence 
which took place between those representatives and M. 
San Migud, on this occasion, was sufficiently tempe^te on 
all sides, with the exception of the letters of the Russian 
minister, as well as of the answers he received. In these 
latter documents there was more roughness of expression 
than one is accustomed to meet with in diplomatic writing. 
Though the effervescence of the popular mind was still un- 
abated, it is honourable to the country that no disposition 
was shown by the people to offer any sort of offence to men, 
who w^e the channels of the most insulting communications 
that w«re ever made by one independent state to another. 

At this stage of affairs a question naturally started up, as 
soon as the general enthusiasm had in some measure sub-' 
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Jammyv sided*- What was the new Situation of the Spanish GFoyem* 
ment? Was it one which promised permanence to the 
Constitution ? or augured its destruction P 
. Generally speaking, novelties of any sort have a great deal 
to struggle against, before they can be amalgamated with 
the habits, and endeared to the feeHngs of a nation. Eves 
where no doubts are entertained of the utility of a change, it 
is always difficult, and sometimes impossible, to induce com^ 
munities to approve of it. It disturbs in a thousand £ttle 
Wflys the previous routine of their lives ; it imposes upon 
them new duties; and, as in the case before us, it may 
exact from thaxi sacrifices which they are unwilling to make. 
The necessity of suppressing the "factious^^ forced the 
government to muster large armies by means of a con- 
scription. In many provinces this measure was resisted, 
and in all it was the subject of bitter complaints \vitb 
fjEunilies, who sometimes sa!w their only stay snatched from 
them by the arm of the laws. The agitations prevailing m 
the country, and the losses which were occasioned in some 
provinces by the actual presence, or the incursions of the 
'^factious^^ rendered it difficult for great numbers of persons 
to pay in their contributions to the state ; and they were 
harassed by proceedings for enforcing them. It was fre- 
quently stated in Cortes, that the annual amount of the 
contributions levied on the people, since the restoration of 
the Constitution, was considerably below that which was 
paid during the despotism. I am not prepared to confirm 
or dispute this assertion : but from all that I saw or beard 
up to this time in Spain, I was convinced that tl>e people 
generally did not believe this allegation, and that the great 
majority of them were desirous^ of nothing. so much as of 
peace. If any tradesman, or a peasant labouring in the 
fields, were asked whether he was a Constitutionalist, the 
answer was, " All that I want is peace.'^ Exceptions tothid 
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observation might have been met with in plAces Vhere patty Jftinwiyw 
spirit ran high, and divided towns and villages into different 
sects- But where the passions were not excited, " Peace- 
Peace r' was the desire of all. 

As to the clergy, it was notorious that the great majority 
of the secular as well as the regular degrees were at heart 
hostile to the constitution, however they might have found 
it necessary to disguise their feelings. The friars naturally 
detested the new system, because it swore imperishable 
hatred against them; the bishops, canons, and parochial 
clergy were exasperated, because the Cortes had reduced 
the tithes to one-half of their former amount ; and had ap- 
propriated to the state different sorts of funds which bad 
long been subservient to the splendour of the church. If 
there were those who wished to annihilate the church 
and clergy altogether, they would have found it a difScult 
task. The Spanish people are wedded to their religion, or 
at least to its ceremonies. They have had no writers 
amongst them such as Voltaire and Rousseau, who by a 
fashionable wit, or the eloquence of a rash imagination, 
might have rendered the doctrines of impiety and im- 
morality attractive. Even if, unhappily, such writers had 
existed in Spain, the people were never sufficiently educated 
to read and comprehend their works. Hence they were in 
a very different situation from that in which the French 
were found at the commencement of their Revolution. That 
is to say, the Spaniards were not absolutely demoralized, and 
any attempt to extirpate or banish the clergy, as a body, 
would have inevitably rebounded on the heads of its con- 
trivers. 

It can be scarcely necessary to add, that the grandees, 

with very few exceptions, were as mUch opposed to the new 
system as the clergy. It wounded their pride to the quick', 
because it levelled them in point of rank with the lowest of 
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jMUMijr. the people: it gave them no privilege in Ueu of this de* 
gradi^tion; it subjected them to the performance of the 
duties of common constableSj to service in die militia, and 
to enormous taxation ; for their estates, already encumbered 
by tbeiir own or their ancestors^ necessities, were ^ha^^ged 
•oocvrdi&g to their nominal value. To this it may seem an 
vmwer that many of the ncdiiUty have taken offioes under 
the Con0tUutioo» and have materi^y as»sted its progress 
This is true to a certain extent ; but it is equally true, that 
Several were voluntary exiles both from' the country and th^ 
fiysl^m ; as to the rest, their sbperity has been doubted, 
With the eKc^tiion, perhaps, of the Duke del Parque, the 
Duke of Friai^ .and the Marquis of Santa Cniz^ who seem to 
understand and appreciate the blessings of liberty* Even 
thfise three noblemen would, perhaps, witness widiout dis* 
pleasure the establi^ment of a chamber of peers* 

Looking, therefore, to the Peninsula alone, it would 
Itppear that the mass of the people were indifferent with 
respect to the Constitution ; and two very powerful classes 
were sincerely adverse to it. Every day new enemies to the 
system rose from the boscnai of the country ; and in point of 
fiict it was upheld only by the army, by those enjoying 
public employments, and those desirous to obtain them. 

In jiddition to these things, the four principal Powers of 
l|he continent had openly declared their hostility against the 
CpnstitutuHi of Spain. The ministers of three of those 
Powers were already withdrawn, and their relation^ with the 
court of Madrid suspended* The mijiister of the fourth 
was indeed still lingering in the capital: a curious, instance 
of undisguised double dealing on the part of France, and of 
conscious weakness on that of the Spanish Government. 
Was* it possible, then, that under these fomidahle disadvan^ 
tages the Constitution could march on to its consolidation ? 
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CHAPTER XI. 

MODIFICATIONS OF THE CONSTITUTION. 

The Spanish government evidently fek some such im- 
pressions as those just mentioned, for soon after the foreign •^*^""y 
ministers had demanded their passports, a forisal request 
was made* by San Miguel for the good offices of England, 
to prevent the breaking out of a war between France and 
the P«iinsula. It was well remarked at the time by the 
British mimster at Madrid, that if France were pacifically 
inclined, something might grow out of this overture which 
would prevent a recurrence to arms, France might state 
what she wanted to Great Britain, who might thus, in the 
event of the d^arture of the French minister from Madrid, 
become the medium df her communications with the govern- 
ment of Spain. This, at all events, was the last hope that 
now remained for the preservation of peace ; and faint as it 
was, itt)ecame the British government to do the best they 
GQuld with it. 

• The overture was «ccordin^y brought before M. de CImu 
teaubriand by Sir Charles Stuart t> who, in pursuance of his 
instructions, o£Bered the British miniister at Madrid as a dhan- 
nd of communication with the Spanish government. He 
added,- that his government w^ anxiou^ desirous to promote 
iathi$, or any other way, themttainmentofsuch a settlement 
in Spain, as France might deem consistent not only with 
her safety, but her honour. To this communication M. d« 

* Sir W. A'Court's despatch^ dated Madrid^ 12th January^ and San 
Miguel's despatch of the same date inclosed, 
t 22d of January. 
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Januaiy. Chateaubriand answered, that the Duke of San Lorenzo 
(the Spanish minister at Paris) had been with him, and had 
spoken in moderate language respecting the situation of the 
two governments ; but that a conciliatory tone was assumed 
by the agents of Spain, which did not prevent tKe adoption 
of principles the most incompatible with the tranquillity of 
Europe, by the government and the legislature of that 
country: that at the moment they admitted all the de- 
fects of their Constitution, their readiness to concur in the 
operation of a change, and their wish for the publication of 
a general amnesty, their societies were most active in their 
endeavours %o organize revolt in France. In short, he 
added, the enormity of the evils resulting fnom war, was 
not to be compared with the consequences which must 
result from the success of intrigues, which the French mini- 
sters had no means of preventing during the continuance of 
peace. He did not question the sincerity of the efforts of 
the British government to maintain peace, but he was con- 
vinced it was impossible seriously to press the subject on 
the Spanish Government in sufficient time to lead to the 
desired result *. 

This language of the French minister was, perhaps, 
somewhat exaggerated as to the intrigues imputed to 
the Spanish government and legislature, for the purpose 
of producing revolt in France. It is not probable, from 
what I could learn, that either the government or Cortes, 
or any of their principal members, had any connexion with 
those intrigues. But that there was a party of French 
refugees in the Pemnsula, who, aided by some Spaniards, 
carried on communications with France, with the view of 
exciting a rebellion in that country, is a fact that. seems to 
be nearly established by the r^ent trials of Berton and hi& 



• Sir C. Stuart's da^tch^ January 23d. 
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associates, aod other insfurgemts. These attempts at insur- Jaanwy. 
rection the French government had ejfFectually put down; 
and it did not follow as a just consequence, that because 
such Intrigues might still have been carried on by a 
desperate and contemptible band of French and Spaniards 
in the Peninsula, that therefore France ought to declare 
war against Spain. It was an evil undoubtedly, but such 
an one as might be remedied by theSpanii^h gov^nment and 
legislature* 

It would appear, however, that in the course of this con- 
versation. Sir Charles Stuart understood from the language 
of M. de Chateaubriand, that the French government would 
be glad to avsul itself of the publication of an amnesty, 
accompanied by any change, however trifling, if brought 
about by the authority of the king, which might enable it 
to avoid proceeding to extremities. At this time there was 
a party in the Cortes, labouring hard to bring about the am- 
nesty to which M. de Chateaubriand alluded The measure 
was, I believe, recommended by Sir William A'Court ; at 
least he did every thing in his power to forward it, by 
representing the favourable impression it would not fail tq 
produce throughout Europe*. 

In the meantime, the British government was well aware 
that all the exertions it could make for the preservation of 
peace would be fruitless, unless some specific arrangements 
were entered into for the purpose of assimilating the insti- 
tutions of Spain to those of other free countries. To propose 
these arrangements without seeming to dictate them; to 
obtain the consent of the Spanish government and Cortes, 
without the appearance of their being forced to it by the 
apprehension of an invasion, was a point of peculiar delicacy 
find difficulty. 

♦Sir Wm. A Court's despatch, January 15, 
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JttMify. There was no person, who had seriously condidered tbe 
scheme of the Spanish Constitution, who did not agree that 
its vital imperfection was the appropriation of the legislative 
pow.er to one assembly together with the king. From the na- 
ture of that assemJbly, which was chosen on the most extensive 
principle of popular suffrage, it must necessarily happen, 
that frequent collisions of opinion would arise between it 
and the monarchy. In these cases the Cortes must always 
have been the stronger party; not only because they had 
the power of exciting the pec^le to support them, but 
because whatever measiu*e they proposed must have suc- 
ceeded after the lapse of a certain period, even against the 
king's wishes*. An intermediate body, invested with a 
share of the legislative power, was clearly necessary in the 
first place, in order to introduce harmony into the syst^fn ; 
and by whatever name it might be called, it was equally 
evident that this intermediate body, or second chamber, 
should comprise the higher orders of the state. As in- 
dividuals, the persons composing these orders would have 
interests in common with the mass of the people : as nobles, 
they would be in a particular manner attached to the rights 
and dignities of the sovereign, and thus they mi^t be fairly 
expected to adjust the balance between the king and the 
representative assembly, as often as either party would seek 
to preponderate. 

One of the arguments most commonly used against the 
erection of a Second Chamber is to this effect, that the no- 
bility of Spain are too numerous ; that it would be impossible 
to draw a line between them ; and even if it were possible 
to distmguish those grades, to which the Peerage ought to 
be given, still another objection would remain — ^^namely> 
that all the Nobles of Spain, from the highest grandee to the 

*Sce articles 147, 148, ana 149, of the Constitution. 
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lorvrest shadow of a Count, are so ^nonuat, bo idle, 00 dissds- Jmmtf* 
pated, and so poor, that they are tinfit to legislate for a free 
pec^e. They have faUeti^ it is added, into genend and 
irretrievable contempt; their nuj^mers are vitiated, their 
cdltcation neglected; and, to fini^ the pietnrte, they are 
all servile oburtiers ; who^ if they had the power, would 
ill one breath annihilate the Cotistittition. These are grave 
charges undoubtedly ; bttt, in the first place, it should be 
kept in mind that they are made by the democratical 
party^ who have a direct interest in raising as many dif- 
ficulties ks posable agdinst even the bare idea of a Second 
Chamber. Those persons violate every principle of ex-* 
perience and common justice, who form th^ ojnnions on 
the state of the Spanish tiobilily upon the mere dicta^ 
men ci their most interested and decided adversaries. It 
is, indeed, a deplorable truth, that the ancient nobles of 
Spadnj have been long deprived of that political weight 
which belonged to their rank and property. Nothing is 
more apt to excite a di^espect bordering on contempt, than 
hereditary rank without personal influence; and in this 
view, there is some degree of probability attached to the 
assertion, that the nobility of Spain is below its just position 
in the estimation of the multitude. The exten^ve diiFusion 
too of nobility^-*-or, at least of pretensions to it, has necessa* 
rily augmented this efi*ect ; nor has the envy of the mul- 
titude been altogether idle in fixing upon titled blood that 
evil name which, according to their opinion, it bears, and 
ought to bear to the end. of time. 

Notwithstanding these unfortunate circumstances, how^ 
ever, there is a very considerable body of the.nobiUty, 
including about fifty grandees, which has long commanded 
the reqpect of every man whose approbaticm is valuable. 
It is not demed that some of them have been courtiers. 
The court is the natural resort of a Spanish nobieman. 
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tenjiiy* It is not denied that some of them have yielded to those 
viceS) which unhappily are too fashionable amongst the 
higher ranks of England and France, as well as of Spain. 
If the latter test were applied even to the deputies chosen 
by the people, how many of them would come out safe 
from the scrutiny ? The noblemai alluded to have, thdr 
faults, as all men have, but not in a greater proportion 
than others, though, perhaps, on account of their rank, 
their acts are rendered more conspicuous. Still there 
are many of them men of inflexible virtue, benevol^it and 
charitable on system ; enlightened promoters of faidustry, 
considering the stage to which their country has advanced, 
and though, perhaps, not so profoundly read in systems of 
legislation as Mr. Bentham, yet suiBciently informed, and 
sensiUe to know, and to approve of, principles which are con« 
dudve to the welfaare of that nation in which they have the 
most extensive interest. They proved these qualities .in an 
eminent degree, when they were called upon by England to 
restime their natural attitude, and to expel the Usurps 
from the Peninsula. Since the restoration of the Con- 
stitution, several noblemen have been in the cabinet, in the 
council of state, upon foreign missions, and in Cortes ; and 
it does not appear that any of them wanted the qua- 
lifications necessary for the performance of their important 
duties. 

With respect to the operation of drawing a line between 
Ihose who should be peers, and those of the lower degrees, 
it is one that presents difficulties only to those who are so* 
lidtous to find them. When we are reluetant to accomplish 
an object, mole^hills rise into mountains ; when we are eager 
to efiPect a desired end, mountains lessen into mole-hills. 
The line in fact is already drawn-r*-the grandees, from forty 
to fifty in number, are the legitimate peers of Spain. If it 
were necessary to add to their numbers, there are enlightened 



HODIFICATIOKS OF THE CONSTITUTION. 109 

bishops, and deputies of the late and present Cortes, who JaaoMf, 
are worthy of being raised to that rank* To say that in 
^ving to the higher nobility the privilege of sitting and 
Ic^lating in a separate Chamber, the king and his council 
ought to listen to the cl^um of every peasant who has a noble 
ensign cut in stone over the door of his miserable caUn, is 
an argument used purposely to embarrass and degrade the 
question. 

If, however, there were some degrees whose distinction 
merited attention, why should they not be permitted to elect 
either for life, or for the particular Cortes, one from among 
their own body, who would represent their rights and in- 
terests in the legidature ? The Irish peerage affords them 
an example of the former — ^the Scottish of the latter. All 
interests might thus be reconciled. The people would be 
assured that no law could be passed prejudicial to their 
liberties, whilst they had proper representatives in the Lower 
Chamber; the peerage, secured in theu* rights and privi^ 
leges — rights which time has consecrated — privileges which 
are dear to them as liberty is to the people, would effectually 
support the system of freedom ; and the king, released, by 
an intermediate reconciling power, from those violent jea- 
lousies which exist between the prerogatives of the crown 
and the sovereignty of the people^ would feel it his duty and 
his pride to be the first magistrate of a free, dignified, and 
united nation. 

Without the establishment of a Second Chamber, Spain 
never would be tranquil — and, what is more, never could be 
free. In combating for their liberties, the Constitutionalists 
indeed defeated their adversaries ; but they had not yet won 
the noble prize for which they contended. Who could say 
that the banner of freedom waved over Spain, whilst it was 
circumvallated by forests of bayonets ? Who would assert 
that the human mind was independent in Spain, where the 



ItO mfynkrioAttovs OP tllB cdNBtituTioKc 

Jamttiy^ dissent (^opinion was perseeuted m treason P Thejre ir^fe 
do parsons free in Spain but the EasaUadoe; they would 
make the World ring with their eompkints of slavery, if they 
did not happen to be the rulers of the people, and the 
t^fratits of public opinioti. Push them down from their tri-> 
bunes, and they would instantly cry out, that Hberty had fled 
from the Prtiinsula — ^for their sense of liberty was no mcwe 
than their own exclusive domination* In a pure republic 
all this would be consistent, atid, to a certain extent, in- 
evitable ; but if Spain would continue a monarchy, it watf 
Aecestory that she should modify her system. 

The shadow, or rather I might say, the skeleton of a 
Second Chamber, was in fact already existing in the Couxldl 
of State. This council was modelled by the Constitution on 
a new principle, and with powers not so extenrive as those 
which a similar body exercised during former reigns« It 
consNts of forty members, four of whom, and no mc»^e, must 
be ecclesiastics of " tried information and merits'' . Of these 
eccleisiastics, two are bishops *. Of the forty, four also must 
be Grandees of Spain^ men of ** virtue, talent, and informa- 
tion ;'*' and the rest men of any class (generally the higher 
classes are preferred), who have distinguished themselves by 
their ** intelligence and knowledge, or by eminent services 
in any of the .principal branches of the administration, or 
the government of the state.'* No member of the Cortes 
can be at the same time a member of this council. Holding 
fliese principles in view, the Cortes make out a triple list of 
the different classes above named, and from these three lists 
the king nominates the council. It forms a body which^ 
however, has no effective voice in public affairs. It is 
merely consultative, and may present its opnicm to the king \ 
f imt he is not bound to adopt it If the Cortes then pre- 

• Spanish Consdiotioi]^ €hapler VII. 
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dented three lists, in vhich vwe nominated tvdkve Grandees Jamuq^k 
of Spain, twelve ecclesiastics, and ninety-^x individuals of 
the higher classes, who, according to the terms of the law, 
must be men of " known Virtue, intelligence, informaticHi^ 
and experience,^ how could it have been argued, with any 
pretension to -candour, that Spain had no elements for a 
Chamber of Peers ? 

There were indeed many enlightened deputies, who wished 
to see such an institution in existence ; but they cono<&ived, 
that in order to concede something to that prejudice which 
seemed to be entertained amongst the people against the 
establishment of a formal House of Peers, the Council of 
State might, with a few alterations, be erected into a second 
Chamber. It might be increased to the number of eighty 
^r a hundred, be invested with a deliberative voice, and still 
be elected by the Lower Chamber in the way laid down by 
the Constitution. The Council would then resemble the 
Senate of the United States, though not chosen in exactly 
the same manner. It would be a branch of the legislature 
elected upon a system analogous to that by which the Cortes 
themselves are formed. The citizens first meet in parishes, 
and elect what are called arbitrators, who assemble in the 
capital of the provinces, and elect a deputy or deputies to 
the Cortes, in proportion to* the population which the pro- 
vince contains. It would be perfectly consonant with the 
analogies of this ^stem, to empower the Cortes to choOise a 
legislative body still higher than themselves, though, of 
course, they would not permit their own privil^e of ori- 
ginating decrees for contributions to be interfa^d with. If 
the nation agreed to the change, it would be one of easy a©» 
complisliment, because no existing institution would have 
been destroyed, no violence would have been done to the 
Constitution ; the machinery was already £onned ; the oeij 
thing iiequired was to set it in motion. This was not un* 
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JamuuEj. „ doubtedly such an alteration as the advocates for a House 
bl Peers would deem effectual ; but where there were such 
oppositions of interests and passions as existed upon this 
question of a second Chamber, it would perhaps have been 
as well that all parties should make concessions to a certtun 
extent. It would hold out the promise of greater duration 
and utility, when it would have been the result of mutual 
compromise, rather than the prize of mutual hostility. 
; It was another and a very important question, how such 
a modification. of the Constitution as this could be effected. 
The Constitution provides that the Cortes, which are to de- 
cree a reform definitively^ must be specially authorised by 
the electoral juntas for this purpose. But the existing 
Cortes, although they had no special powers of this descrip- 
tion, might consider the expediency of any particular reform, 
and even draw up a project of the decree which would carry 
it into effect. Here their authority stops. They could not 
pass that project into a law until it was first submitted to 
the electoral juntas, agreed to by those bodies, and special 
powers given by them to their respective deputies to sanction 
it. It seems also to be. the general interpretation, that the 
electoral juntas could not be legally convened for the ex- 
clusive purpose of granting these speicial powers. The Con- 
stitution supposes them to be capable of granting them only 
at the same time that they elect deputies for a new Cortes. 
With respect to the S75th article, which declares that no 
reform shall be made in the Constitution until eight years 
shall have elapsed after the time of its having been put in 
practice, there were various opinions. The Constitution was 
£rst promulgated at Cadiz in the year 1812, and remained 
in force until 1814, when Ferdinand returned and annihilated 
ihe whole system. In 1820 it was restored. Construing 
the article hterally, one must see that it offers not even a 
technical objection against the proposition and enactment of 
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any reform, since more than eight years have elapsed after Jannaiy. 
it was proclaimed at Cadiz. This construction, however, 
may be said to be sophistical, as the spirit of the article in- 
dicates that the eight years must have witnessed the operation 
of the Constitution, in order to reveal its imperfections. 

In addition to the institution of a Second Chamber, it was 
conceived also, that a free and unconditional voice in the 
legislature should be given to the king. Without such a 
faculty existing in the sovereign, it would be better to depose 
him at once and erect a republic ; for he would feel that he 
had no real influence, and the monardiiy would fall into a 
mere empty pageantry. If a king be necessary to a state, 
it follows that he must have power, and be, to the extent 
of that power, a free agent. To the Constitution it belongs 
to restrain his power within such bounds as may be most 
conducive to the public good ; but whatever the measure of 
those bounds may be, no other branch of the system ought 
to interfere with it. If, besides these alterations, the ninety* 
second article of the Constitution were put into execution, 
and a fair proportion of property were fixed as a qualification 
for the deputies of the Lower Chamber, the basis of a free, 
and, at the same time, a practicable system, would be laid^ 
which would extinguish all animosities, and ensure the wel- 
fare of the country. 

These changes the British government wished, for many 
reasons, to see effected, or, at least, promised to be effected 
in the Spanish Constitution, as it would then be enabled to 
mediate for Spain with France with every hope of success. 
But it could not propose them to Spain; for then they 
would only be considered as demands in another shape, which 
would go directly in the face of all the principles maintained 
by England at the Congress of Verona. It was thought, 
however, that the Cuke of Wellington, from his. relationa 
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Janutty. ^^ith Spain as her deliverer, and ftom the high rank and ex- 
trusive estates which he holds in that country, might, in the 
character of her friend and well wisher, offer suggestions for 
ha: eon&dderation. In this private and individual capacity 
his Grace drew up a memorandum, in which he recom- 
mended in general terms that alterations should be made in 
the Spanish Constitution in concert with the king, and par- 
* licularly pointed out the necessity of enlarging the powers 
of the crown. This memorandum was entrusted to Lord 
Fitzroy Somerset, his Grace^s confidential friend. His lord- 
diip had been with the duke through the Peninsular war, 
and was acquainted personally with many distinguished 
Spaniards, whose ccMiperation he had every rational hope of 
obtaining. 

His lordship agreed to undertake a journey to Madrid for 
this purpose, under the sanction of government ; but he was 
mstructed not to appear to be invested with any separate 
mission^ which might de^act in the eyes of the Spanish 
ministers from Sir WilUam A''Court''s ofBdal or personal 
authority. He was to consult that minister's wishes and 
opinions as to the occasions on whidi, and as to the persons 
with whcsD, he should exitet upon the topics entrusted to his 
£8cretion, and to report to him his several conversations ; 
not disguising from the individuals with whom those con*- 
versations were held, that he was to do so. His lordship 
was also desired carefnlly to avoid creating the impres^oa 
that the suggestions which he had to offer from the Buke of 
Wellii^tcm, as the friend of Spain, were only propositions 
in another shape from the British government. 

Sir Philip Roche had been already sent out with despatches 
to Madrid, and directed to remain there under the (»rders of 
Sir William A'Court. This meritorious officer commanded 
a division of Spaniards during the whole of the last war, and 
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in their service he holds the rank of a lieutenant-general. January. 
In the British service he has the rank of a colonel. From 
his long residence, and his acquaintance with all the distin- 
guished families in Spain, his knowledge of the people, their 
language and their habits, it was properly thought by Sir 
Henry Wellesley, who recommended him to Mr. Canning, 
that he might be of service to the mission. 
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CHAPTER XII. 

ATTEMPT OP BES3IERES ON MADHID.— DEPARTURE OF THE 
FRENCH MINISTER. 

January It is not to be wondered at, if, within four or five days 
after the proud debates of Cortes on the foreign despatches, 
considerable surprise was created in Madrid by intelligence 
which was received, that a body of the " factious,*' amounts 
ing to about 3,000 men, made their appearance in Medina 
Celi, on the borders of the province of Guadalajara, and that 
it was their intention to attack the town of Guadalajara, the 
capital of the province, and not more than ten leagues from 
Madrid. It was added, that if they succeeded in this at- 
tempt, they would march on ]!i^|adrid. It appeared that 
they had already made vain attempts upon Saragossa and 
Segovia ; after which they moved to the south, with the view 
of making an incursion into Madrid, and, if possible, re- 
leasing the King from his captivity. The troops in Medina 
Celi levied contributions in money, provisions, and horses. 
They were under the comriiand of Bessieres and Ulman . The 
former is a Frenchman, who, not many months ago, had been 
found guilty of forming part of a conspiracy at Barcelona, 
for the purpose of establishing a republic. He was ordered 
to be executed, and was actually on his way to the scaffold, 
when he was rescued by the mob. The first account that 
was heard of him after his escape was this of his appearance 
at the head of the " factious.'' Ulman is a Swede, who was 
employed, some years ago, by the Spanish government to 
extirpate the bands of robbers which infested the province 
of Estremadura. He accomplished his work with terrible 
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energy, ^ving them no qtfarter, allowing no trial, but hang- Januajy. 
ing them on the most convenient tree as quickly as he could 
meet with them. 

There is little doubt that the ministers were surprised by 
this near approach of the "factious" to Madrid; and it 
seems equally indubitable that at first they thought very 
lightly of it, feeling quite confident that one or two regiments 
of militia would entirely disperse them. 

The militia of Madrid sent a flaming address to the Cortes, 
in which they requested that they should be allowed to 
march against the enemies of the Constitution. Even the 
short-hand writers to the journal of the Cortes demanded 
permission to exchange the pen for the sword on this oc- 
casion. 

Upon further information being obtained, it was suspected, 
with some appearance of probability, that the movements of 
Bessieres were the result of a previous concert, which was 
no secret to many persons in Paris and in Madrid. It was 
moreover known, that the royalists, though indifferently 
clothed, were well armed; that they expected to get assist- 
ance from the towns through which they were to pass ; and 
that one of their objects was to make an experiment on the 
constitutional spirit of the capital. Orders were accordingly 
given for preparing troops to march to Guadalajara, a con- 
siderable town, ten leagues from Madrid, but it was not 
until after the lapse of three or four days that they were 
sufficiently equipped for the purpose. There were, alto- 
gether, fifteen hundred infantry, two hundred cavalry, and 
four pieces of artillery. They marched out from Madrid in 20tb» 
different divisions. The greater part .of them looked as if 
they would much rather lounge about the streets of the 
capital, than expose themselves to the shot of the enemy. 
They were followed by a group of some twenty boys, who 
shouted, and some young men in coloured clothes walked 

N 
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jruhuBrjr. ami and arm with the sdidiers in \h& ranks, but there was d 
Mriking contrast between tbe alacrity of these youths and 
the downcast slovenly marph of the military. They were 
accompanied beyond the gate by the Political Chief, Palarea ; 
but, neither during their march through the streets, not 
during any part of the day, could I perceive any think like 
a ifensation excited funongst the mhabitants of Madrid. I 
heard now and then a reflection upon the unfortunate con- 
dition oi the country, in which brother fought agkinst bro- 
ther, and friend against friend. With respect to the mass 
of the inhaHtants, they seemed perfectly tranquil upon the 
matter. If this people were so proudly attached to the 
constitution as they were often represented to be, is it to be 
supposed that they would have remmned so utterly in- 
different, when the avowed enemies of that Constitution 
were at their doors ? 

A smart action had already taken place* between Bes- 
neres and the Constitutional troops at Calatayud, but on 
the i^proach of Baron Carcmdolet with a large reinforce- 
ment, the royalist chieftain determined to make a retreat, 
which he effected with so much skill and so little loss, 
that it was quite apparent he would be a formidable enemy 
to the Constitutionalists. Fifty-five prisoners, who wer^ 
ssd. taken from him on this occasion, were marched into Madrid. 
They were many of them without shoes oi* stockings^ 
ot any other covering than a jnece of coarse carpet, but 
most of them wore a close leather cap> with a bolder of 
f^r. iHm seemed to be the only uniform they possessed. 
For my part, I never saw a collection of such Wiretched- 
looking beings before. I asked, ^ Were they taken witfi 
arms in ihek hands ?^ ** No, tiiey had no anns.^ *' Why 
then were they taken ?" ^ Because they iare robbers.'' I 

• 11th df January. 
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concluded that they must have been a set of wretches Jmutrjr. 
who followed the army of Bessieres, to proifit by his ad- 
vance in the way of depredation. As they passed through 
the streets to prison, a multitude of men, women, and 
children followed them, hooting and shouting, " The «rf>. 
bers! the thieves! kill them at once! away with thein 
to prison!^ Some would go up and ask them, "Well, 
gentlemen factious, how is your General ? We i^ppose, iii 
your hurry, you forgot to put on your stockings ?^ and other 
Such language, which mobs are apt to use in the natural 
excitation of the moment. 

I followed the crowd to the prison, and after the prisoners 
were lodged in custody, I requested permission to enter. 
The door was guarded by four sentinels, who all in a breath 
rudely told me I could not go in,. and immediately they beu 
gan a philippic against France, saying that there would be 
no factious in Spain but for the French, who encouraged, 
clothed, and paid them ; and that no Frenchman ought to 
be suffered to stay in Madrid. I perceived that all thiu 
was directed at me, and I soon undeceived them, sajring I 
was an Englishman, and not a Frenchman. They imme- 
diately grasped my hand one after another, and cried out Ui 
those within, " Let in an English gentleman, who wants to 
see the factious.^^ The door flew open, and I found the un- 
happy prisoners seated on a damp floor in a dark room. Sonie 
were mere boys, and all seemed to have drained the chalice 
of misery to its dregs. Wheii I came out, the sentinels 
agaiii seized on my hand, and asked what I thought of the 
" factious.'^ Without waiting for an answer, they began 
eulogizing England, saying that my country never disgraced 
itself by acting such an underhand part as France. I cut 
short their harangue by getting away from the crowd as 
quickly as I could. 
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J«mary. Great eferts were made by the .Communeros to take aA- 
Tantage of the existing state of affairs, in order to raise a 
clamour against tbe ministers, and get a cabinet nominated 
from their own party. In the council of state a pr(qx)8ition 
was made by Senor Ciscar (a man of considerable maritime 
experience)^ for presenting an address to the king, request- 
ing his majesty to appdtnt a new ministry. He founded his 
reasons for the motion in the system of proscription, which 
he alleged the present ministers were pursuing against aU 
those who did not approve erf their conduct ; in their neglect 
for having permitted so large a body of the factious to ap- 
proach so near to the capital, and particularly in the late 
ruinous loan which they had contracted. He also made 
some pointed observations on the fact, which was generally 
admitted,, that the ministers all belonged to a sea*et society, 
the fre^nasons, by which all their measures were regulated. 
After making a long and an animated discourse, he concluded 
with presenting to the council his address. The proposition 
was much applauded by other members of the council, but 
General Ballasteros said, that though he did not approve oi 
the present ministers, he did not think that this was the time 
to address his Majesty for such an exercise of his prerogative. 
When tbe army of Bessieres should disappear, and things 
would return to a more stable course, then the council might 
discuss this subject with advantage. These reasons pre- 
vailed, and the proposition was suspended. 
' 23d» In the meantime Bessieres concentrated at Brihuega all his 
force, conusting of two thousand five hundred infantry and 
one hundred cavalry, of wliom sixty were lancers. The 
Constitutional troops, to the number of three thousand in- 
fentry, five hundred cavalry, and four pieces of artillery, 
were assembled at Guadalajara under the command of De- 
metrio ODaly, the Commandant-General of the district, an 
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inexperienced oiBcer, who, hbwerep, does not want personal Jwuamif^ 
bravery. Between three and four o'*clock in the evening of 
the 24ithy General O'Daly arrived in the neighbourhood of 24th. 
Brihumega with the troops under his oiders, and he oniered 
them to advance in three different columns on the **factbu«,'' 
who were posted in the village and on the heights to the east 
of it. It was a displaced love Of tactics which induced O'Daly 
to adopt this mode of attack, by three different columns, for, 
unless their movements were aecompUshed with precision and 
resolution, they were in danger of being beat in detail. A 
corps of raw militia of Bujalance advanced on the right of 
the road, with its commandant at its head, and a piece of 
artillery : the companies of Guadalajara, under the orders of 
their colonel, and a body of cacadores, advanced on the lefl 
of the Toad, supported by the cavalry of Alcantara ; and on 
the road itself O'Daly remained with a column of infantry 
and cavalry, and three pieces of artillery. The column on 
the right was drawn down by a feigned retreat on the part* 
of the royalists, near to the village of Brihuega, where they 
were suddenly charged by a body of lancers. The militia 
of Bujalance unused to this, or indeed to any mode of war- 
fare, was panic struck, and jrielded the groimd to the enemy, 
after suffering losses in killed and wounded. This column 
was in full and confused retreat before O'Daly knew any 
thing about it ; and, in point of fact, after it was defeated, 
the left column pushed forward. Bessieres being at liberty 
to use a superior force in that quarter, attacked it with a 
vigour which was not less animated on account of his pre- 
vious victory. The militia of Guadalajara fled on the first 
fire, and in a very short time the whole of the left column 
was also in retreat. It was not possible for O'Daly to form 
anew, and he retired from the field, leaving behind two out 
of his four pieces of cannon. 

Whilst General O'Daly was retreating, he heard some 
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JMmii7» finng oahis right, which appeared to hwe taken pbce in 
eonsequmce of General Don Juan Martin, called the Em* 
pecioado*, meeting lyith the rayalists. During the action 
which O'Daly su9tained, he knew nothing of this Genioal 
b^og so neai;. The Eoipecinado, with a coneiderable £«roe, 
attacked Brihuega, biit be was repulsed, and Be8siere9> at 
night, remained in his poritipn. 
34^ On the same day that these unfortunate tinnsactions took 
place at Brifauega, the nnlitia, both cavalry and infantry, of 
Madrid, received ord^s to assemble in the Plaza de la Con- 
stitution at four o'clock. The government gave Qut that they 
bi^d information that the Communeros had formed a qoBo 
spiracy to r^ise a tumult in the capital, and to^assassiuate aU 
the prisoners who were confined in consequence of the events 
oi the 7th of July, I believe, however, that this was no 
more than a pretext, and that the real case of their fear was, 
dbat a conspiracy was on foot in the capital to raise an in- 
•lemal force to assist the operations of Bessieres* In the 
morning 600 stand of arms were discovered, all prepared for 
the immediate use of some secret party or other, and the 
probability was, that they were intended for the royalists in 
tbe capital. It was said also, that, durmg the previous three 
or four days, several stout young men, who had just come in 
fXfm the country^ were observed in different parts of Madrid. 
It was suspected they were connected with the [dans of 



In the evening, the militia, to the number (xf about three 
thousand infantry, and two hundred cavalry, were assembled 
in the Plaza. A great crowd of people filled the avenues, 
yet it was a striking ^^eature <^ this scene that they seemed 

* This is an epithet which this general obtained during the late 
war. It means literally covered with mud ; for he was so active, that 
he never had time to wash himself. Having been a successftil gu^rSta 
chief, he made it a name of honour. 



^yeo^U which were in agiti^tiofu T^^ va^ 9P very gnufin^ 
•bu:^ fi^t ip th^ g«{kM. The P4er4ia del Sol w^ filled with 
gwip^ o{ p^pl^s who wer^ iiiudoa&ly inqpiiisg iroffo, e^ 
other the rmnpiirs qf the day* 

At sevei^ o^dock, the iii&atry tniliti^ were posteji ia ^venil 
pATts of the c^pit^ to presjem^e trwquillityy and the cavalry 
marched out to ke^ up a 9pe<?ip9 of patrol without the gates, 
to the distance of a league an4 a h^ from Madrid, on all 
the great roads. 

At night, a dead c^hpa prevailed iu every p^ of the 
capital. Here and th«re a nulitiaman was seen repairing t9 
hb post, and the tramping, of cavalry was heard echoing 
through the siknt streets. A lew groups of inhabitants 
were seen assembled at their doors, speculating on the state 
of affairs. Some scud that the work of treason wa^ going 
on, that they could npt trust each other, and that a number 
of ^' factious"^ was in the very heart oi the capital. 

On the 25th, Bessieres advanced on Guadalajara, of which sstfa. 
town he took possession. His troops conducted themsdvecf 
widi good discipline, and the inhabitants willingly supplied 
them with proyisions. In the meantime Greneral O'Daly 
was superseded in the command of the Constitutional troops 
by Count Abisbal (O^Donnel), who took measures on the 
96th for approaching Guadalajara, that he might cause setli. 
Bessieres to hasten his evacuation of the town. In effect 
^essieres did evacuate Guadalajara on hearing of. the ap* 
proadi of Abisbal ; but from the circumstance of his troops 
taking different directions o^ quitting the town, it was sucb 
pected that he had a design of outflanking the Constitu* 
lionalists, and of penetrating to the capital, without encoun* 
terii^ them. To prevent this, Abisbal fell back on Alcala, 
where he remained on the 127th. 

The three days occufN^d by thf^se different moveioents of 
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Jtmiaiy* the contending forces were days of considerable agitation in 
Madrid. A double guard was placed on the palace^ as it 
was well understood to- be the principal object of the royalists 
to get the king into their power. The 26th (Sunday) was 
one of the usual days for the bull->fights^ but, although it 
was a remarkably fine day, the amphitheatre was shut. The 
gate of Alcala was strongly guarded, and no one was al- 
lowed to pass through it without special passports. 

During the greater part of the day a vast crowd of the 
lower order of the people was assembled at this gate, and aU 
seemed to be waiting anxiously for tidings from the army. 
Every horseman or pedestrian who came in from the adja- 
cent country was stopped and closely questioned about the 
news. The answers they received were generally very short 
and unsatisfactory. I walked about in this crowd, accom- 
panied by a friend, to see if we could discover what was the 
general state of feeling in this important cri^s, but we could 
•perceive none of that enthusiastic patriotism so conspicuous 
a few days ago, when the foreign notes were published. We 
could observe nothing in their countenances and conversation 
but an intense curiosity to hear the news, and an indifPerence 
as to its character when it was unfavourable. 

Towards night, it was pretty generally understood that a 
courier had arrived at the hotel of Count La Garde, with 
the answer of the French government to the reply which the 
Spanish cabinet gave to M. de Villele's note ; and that in 
this paper M. la Garde was ordered to demand his passports, 
and leave Madrid as soon as possible, if the Spanish govern* 
ment seemed resolved to pay no attention to the new pro. 
positions which he was authorised to make. 

These new propositions were contained in a second de- 
spatch, which Count la Garde was denred to read to the 
king. It stated that the Duke of Angouleme was upcm the 
point of placing himself at the head of 100,000 men upon 
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l^e f]^tie!r: that if the King of Spam, released frito hiis 
present thraldom, and jrfaced at the head of his Army, should 
be allowed to advance to the banks of the Bidassoa, in order 
t6 treat with him^ a firm and durable peace might be esta- 
bBUfaed between the two countries, the ancient and inlimate 
connexion between France and Spaiti be restored, and the 
Meets, armies, and resources of France be placed, from that 
moment, entirely at the disposal of his Catholic Majesty, 
France, it was added, did not pretend to dictate to Spain 
the precise modifications she ought to adopt in her constitu- 
tion ; but, in order not to expose herself to the charge of 
having intentionally left her wishes unexplained, she declared 
that she would not renew her relations of amity with that 
country, until a system was established, with the consent of, 
and in concert with, the king, assuring, alike the liberties of 
the nation and the just privileges of the monarch; and, 
until a general act of amnesty was passed in favour of every 
individual persecuted for political - off ences, from the pro^ 
mulgation of the Constitution in 1812 down to the present 
period ♦. 

On the 27th, the contents of this despatch were commu- 27th. 
nicated by M. la Garde to M. San Miguel, who answered it 
with an indignant negative, and immediately transmitted to 
the minister the necessary passports. 

In the course of the afternoon I walked down to the 
Cortes, under the expectation that some important discussion 
might arise ; but I found the members engageii on the re- 
gulations for the militia. Not more than fifty members were 
present, and the galleries and tribunes -Were almost deserted. 
One member was speaking, but all the rest, except the Pre- 
sident and Secretaries, were formed into groups of three and 
four on the benches, apparently consulting with each otfaer^ 

* Sir William A'Court'fl despatch, January «r. 
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#^ «llg98^ Ml ^^afBisfft popveraattoa^ no iitt0iiti<« whqlevi» 
bf^ipg p^ to dif df p^tf on hif kgsi por ^ d^e qu^slioQ 
iiadar deliberatioa. 

On riptunung home fioip tlife Cort^ I found guards st9>« 
^filled in seyend of th^ streetf, who were diqiersing grou{M9 
of people wherever they found them to exceed the number 
^f three or four. A mfm haying the appearance of a labourer 
s^ted put from one of tfieiie groups, and danduig abput, 
^ttempte^ to turn th^ guards into ridicide. A sotdi^ im« 
niediately drew his sword, struck him with it, and in addition, 
topk the nafm into custody. He wa% however, b^tor off 
^an anotlier man of a similar description^ who got upo|^ a 
heap of loos^ large stones, in the Plaza de la Constitutioii, 
and cried out in the presence of a large collection of people, 
T-^* Mtiera Iq ComHtucionT — *' Vim el Rey ab&JsdoT'-^r^ 
** Down with die Constitution — ^the absolute king for ever.'' 
Tw0 or three soldiers set upon him instantly with drawn 
swords, and one of the weapons penetrated through his body. 
The unfortunate man, who seemed a litde intoxicated, wi^ 
carried away to the hospital, where he soon afterward^ di^. 
During the day, several c^ the trades-people, and other 
fJass^ of the i^halHtants, enrolled themselves and obt^ned 
furms, chiefly with the view of nudntaining tranquilHty» 
Ballasteros was appointed Commandant-General of the mi«- 
^ htiE^ of Madrid, the Cortes having suspended the law 
which would have prevented that officer, as a counsellor ci 
State, from bding employed by government. 
2g^^ There was much less bustle about the streets of Madrid 
on tb» S8th than on the two preceding days. The gcfvem- 
ment ii^ued an order dividing the capital into fifteen sectional 
with a view to its defence in case of attack. Officers w^e 
^ppomted to the command of these different sections ; and, if 
case of alarm, all the generals in Madrid, not excepting Mo- 
rillo, who had been hitherto under surveiBance^ were (»ckfed 
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to ass^Eobki <it the custom-house in the street of Alcfd^wbees 
also the. battalions of qulitia were to fona en masse* 

In the meantime thei^ precautions w^re reodered umMr 
cessarj for the present, by the retreat of Be^sieres tpwards 
^acedon. If he had hoped to obtain assistance from the 
capital, or to create a rising in it by his ajqproach, he iFaf 
completely disappointed. There was a decided determinaf 
tion, on the part of the mihtia, to resist any atteinpts he 
might make, even if he had defeated Abisbal. 

Whatever may be the political or personal character of 
Bessieres, all (he nnlitary men allowed him. great credit for 
tlie brilliant niarch which he made almost to the gates of 
Madrid, and niext, for the retreat which he accomplished. 
He levied contributions in money, provisions, linen, and 
cloth upon Guadalajara and 3rihuega, and had with him 
two pieces of cannon, which he took froin the Constituticmal 
troops. It was said to be his intention to get into the 
mountains of Cuenca, unless Abisbal forced him to take a 
general acticm. This sudden appearance pf Bessiere^ 90 
X^eax the capital, with so considerable a force, was altogether 
very mysterious. If the minist^s knew of it before^hand, 
why were they pot prepared for it ? If they did not know 
of it before-hand, what was to be said of the constitutional 
devotion of the people through' whose provinces he marched ? 
Why did they not send information to the government of 
bii^ mpveth^iltsP 

Viewing this event in every way, it was impossible to 
avoid concluding that it was very prejudicial to the ConsU- 
tlitipnal <^use. The militia were beaten, their cannpn taken 
Irocn them, and contributions were levied by the royalists 
within ten leagues of the capital. What would be the mcnral 
effect of these things throvighoMt the country ? The oomr 
inuneros mad$ as mudi ci them as they could, in order to 
crwiiiate the ministry. A gr^t, indeed a violent, damour 
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was raised against them, and it was generally supposed they 
should resign, for the constitutional doctrine required that 
the ministers must quit the cabinet whenever they lose their 
moral influence. 

It is strange enough, that in all the changes of men who 
have grasped the helm of the state, or have taken part in 
public aflairs during this revolution, not one individual of 
splendid talents has appeared. Mina is a veteran and 
a mere Guerilla chief: Riego is admitted on all hands to be 
a good, docile, sort of man, fortunate 1^ chance in the Ida, 
but endowed with no talents, distinguished by no acquire- 
ments. Quiroga was almost fallen back to his original ob- 
scurity. Ballasteros was never considered a man of ability, 
either in the council or the field, though the Communeros 
held him up as the most virtuous, as well as the most clever 
man in the Peninsula. Count Abisbal is unquestionably a 
brave and enterprising officer, but he laboured under the 
disadvantage of enjoying the confidence of no party. He was 
at this time indeed high in favour with the masons, but 
nobody could say how long he might remain so. There is 
a certain brusquerie about him which indicates talent, but 
betrays also that want of foresight and calculation, which, 
by enabling a man of ability to see and take advantage 
of auspicious circumstances, lift him above the rivalry of his 
contemporaries. 

In a French suppressed pamphlet called '* Lie la Gtterf'e 
avec V Espctgne^ 1 have read an anecdote about this ge- 
neral, which is rather curious, and, I believe, not very 
widely known. — When the army, to the number of twenty- 
two thousand men, which was destined for the expedition to 
Buenos Ayres, was assembled in Andalusia, it was per- 
-suaded by the agents of liberty to resolve on declaring 
the Constitution. O'Donnel, who commanded them, was 
chosen to lead the enterprise. Naturally vain and am- 
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bitious, he thought the moment had arrived for the ac- Jabov^ 
comphshment of his designs. He listened to the overtures 
which were made to him; he entered into the views of those 
who marked him out for their chief; he traced the plan they 
were to follow, and fixed the day of its execution. Already 
in his deliriiun he believed himself on the way to the throne 
of Spain. One day he assembled at his table the most 
distinguished officers of the conspiracy ; in the heat of con- 
versation, and in the midst of that enthusiasm which the 
project in hand had inspired, he asked them " if they did 
not think that a crown would fit his head admirably T' An 
immediate silence, more expressive than words could be, was 
the only answer he received. The direction of his ideas 
changed after this, and with it his resolution to serve the 
Constitutional cause. Thus far the pamphlet ; since these 
events, he had joined the party of the masops, and, though 
his vacillations were now and then talked of, his military 
enterprise and activity were acknowledged by all parties. 

But there is, I am told, a man of the name of Sarsfield, 
who, though yet in the shade, promises to carry every thing 
before him if the revolution go on, and if fortune should so 
far favour him as to throw him into a situation where his 
talents may become known. He is said to be a person of 
extraordinary genius, though one would imagine that such 
praise ought not to be hazarded until the object of it has 
shown that it is not undeserved. 

Whilst the capital was in a state of alarm, the Political 
Chief declined to viser any passports, in order that what was 
passing in Madrid should not be immediately known beyond 
it. In consequence of this, the French minister was de- 
tained two or three days beyond the time he had fixed for 
his departure. At length he was resolved to be trifled with 
no longer. He went to the office of the minister for foreign 
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January, afiairs ; vrhen he arrived there, he found that San Miguel had 
been gotie some time; but he did not hesitate in telling the 
clerks, who were still writing there, that the object of his 
visit was to inquire whether or not he was to consider him- 
self a prisoner. He had had his passports for some days ; 
but why was it that the Political Chief, up to that hour, had 
tefused to viser them? He complained strongly of the 
manner in which he had been treated* Soon after he left 
the office^ word was sent to him that his passports would 
be vised if he would transmit them to the PoliticaT Chief. 
They were accordingly signed in the regular manner, and 
30<h, Count la Grarde quitted Madrid with the whole of the 
French legation* 

The Pope^s Nuncio had been already sent away from this 
Court, in consequence of the refusal, on the part of his Holi- 
ness, to receive Villaneuva, the new Spanish minister who 
was accredited to Rome. The only ministers remaining, 
therefore, were those of> England, Portugal, the United 
States, the Low Countries, Saxony, and Denmark. 
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KEGOtlATlONS CONTINUED. — CONDUCT Ol? THE SPANISH 
MINISTERS AND DEPUTIES. — THE LANDABURIAN SOCIETY. 
-^SPEECH OF THE KING OF FRANCE, — PREPARATIONS FOR 
WAR. — CONDUCT OP THE KING OP SPAIN. — EFFECTS OF 
THE CONSTITUTION. — PUBLIC JOURNALS. 

In the mean time Lord Fitzroy Somerset, accompanied hy January.. 
his friend Lord Francis Levison Gower, had arrived in Ma^ 
drid *. His lordship lost no time in communicating with bi» 
old acquaintances, several of whom he found, neither in the 
G)rtes, nor in any situation of responsibility, but very ready 
to enter into conversation with him on the difficulties by which 
Spain was surrounded, and on the neces^ty of some modifica* 
tion being made in the Constitution. Some, indeed, were qla^ 
morous for such an amendment, and for the intaference of 
Great Britain; but when asked how the first could be 
effected, or the lattei: made available td the exigendes oi' 
the moment, they were unabk to furnish any satisfactory 
reply. 

His lordship opened in a particular manner to General 
Alava the nature of the commi»don with which he was en- 
trusted ; and after impressii^ upoa him that England de« 
manded nothing of Spain, and that he suggested nothing 
officially, his lordship read the Duke of Wellington's me- 
morandum. General Alava was a good deal startled at tfaii 
ommiunication, for which he professed himself wholly un« 
pr^^ared; and he at once dedared his conviction, tfa&t he 

* January 20th. 
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^ Janiuuy. could not be instrumental in the attainment of the objects 
which that memorandum contemplated. He gave the British 
government full credit for the conduct they had pursued at the 
Congress of Verona, He was deeply sensible of the value of 
the Duke of Wellington'*s exertions on that occasion, and of his 
constant solicitude to promote the happiness and secure the 
independence of Spain ; but in the present situation of the 
country he could not conceal the difficulty of prevailing upon 
any party to act upon the suggestions which were thrown 
out. He, however, acknowledged the defects of the Con- 
stitution, and admitted the propriety of taking into con- 
sideration the expediency of modifying it hereafter, when 
such a proceeding should not be illegal. He felt the im- 
minence of the danger to which the country was exposed, 
and that war was the inevitable consequence of a refusal to 
modify the Constitution. Such a measure being out of the 
question, the Spanish government had, in his opinion, nothing 
to do, but to awmt the evil which it could not avert. His 
lordship, however, prevailed on the general, as an act of 
personal kindness to himself, and of duty to the country, to 
mention to some of the deputies of Cortes the nature of the 
commission with which he was charged *. 

Whilst these things were going on at Madrid, the French 
government were doing all in their power to persuade the 
British ambassador at Paris, and through him the British 
government, that notwithstanding all the preparations that 
had been made for war, they were still anxious to avoid that 
extreme if possible. M. de Chateaubriand told Sir Charles 
Stuart, that the king was compelled to assume a decisive 
tone in his discourse to the legislature; and that in an- 
nouncing the cessation of the diplomatic relations between 
the two governments, it was necessary to show that they 

♦ Lord Fitzroy Somerset's despatch^ January 25th. 
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could not be re-established until the origin of the mischief, January, 
with which the Spanish revolution menaced neighbouring 
countries, had been removed. This could only be done by 
Spain assimilating her institutions to those of other limited 
monarchies, under an act on the part of the. King of Spain 
declaring the Constitution to emanate from the crown*. 
M. de Chateaubriand expressed his hope that these sen- 
timents would be conveyed through Sir William A'^Court 
to the ministers of Spain, and that he would impress upon 
them the expediency of not refusing to admit the only 
measure of which it was possible, in the present situation of 
things, to take advantage. 

-On the same day+ that M. de Chateaubriand made use 
of this language, it was repeated in the speech of the King 
of France on the opening of the Chambers. His majesty 
said, that he had ordered the recal of his minister from 
Madrid, and that one hundred thousand French ^ould 
«nter Spain to enable Ferdinand VII. to give his people 
institutions " which they cannot hold but from him.'' Not- 
withstanding this decided declaration in one part of the dis- 
course, there was in another part of it an insinuation that 
war was not inevitable, an insinuation so evidently at variance 
with the announcements previously made, that it would 
^eem to have been thrown in for the purpose of inducing 
the British goverment to believe that the efPorts in which 
they were engaged for the maintenance of peace might not 
be fruitless. M. de Villele, indeed, endeavoured to convince 
Sir Charles Stuart that the violent alternative to which the 
king referred, was mentioned in a *' conditional sense ;" and 
notwithstanding the strong evidence of preparations for 
hostilities, both this minister and his colleague, M. de Cha- 
teaubriand, answered the representations of the ambassador 

• Sir Charles Stuart's despatch^ January 28, f January 28. 

o 
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January^ by assurances that they yet continued to entertain hopes ct 
peace. 

I Confess I am at a loss to reconcile these assurances of 
the French ministers, not only with the king's discourse, 
but with the tenour of that despatch which they had already 
transmitted to Count La Garde, for the purpose of being read 
by him in the first instance to his Catholic majesty, and then 
communicated to M* San Miguel *. In that despatch pro- 
positions were made, though in a vague manner, which M. 
de Chateaubriand well knew never would be accepted by 
the Spanish government ; and yet as the alternative of their 
non-acceptance, it was declared that the Duke of Angouleme 
was about to march into Spain at the front of a hundred 
thousand 'men. No,— the French government had no hope, 
and indeed I may add, no wish, that the efforts of England 
should succeed. It was thar object from the be^nning to 
dissolve the Spanish Constitution, to obtain for the king 
more power, that he might use it hereafter in such a manner 
as to give France a permanent interest in Spain, and pifch 
mote, their joint views upon the South American states. 
Hence the offer on the part of France of placing her " fleets, 
armies, and resources at the disposal of his Catholic Ma- 
jesty,'' 

February, Mn 'Canning was not deceived by these assurances <m 
tjie part of France. He received the construction put upon 
the Idng's q)eech with a hesitation, which shows he did not 
believe it to be true ; but, at the same time, he was bound 
in courtesy to hear it, and he was resolved not to shut thie 
door of Conciliation, which the French minister said was stiU 
open. But as for the principle, that the Spaniards could 
hold their institutions only from their sovereign, Mr. Ca- 
ning at once declared that the Spanish nation could not he 

*.See pages 184, 185. 
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expected to subscribe to it, nor could any British statesman YOmuof* 
uphold or defend it *. Au explanatiou was demanded on 
this point before Mr. Canning would proceed further ; and 
M, de Chateaubriand gave a softened version to the word^t 
which they were hardly originally intended to convey, vi?, 
^* that in order to give stability to any modification of th^ 
present system in Spain, and to aiFord sufficient a8suranca9 
to France to justify her discontinuing her warlike prepara* 
tions, the King of Spain must be a party, and consent to 
such modification f." 

This explanation, however, wa4 not given until after th^ 
opening of parliament, when an unequivocal disclosure was 
made of the unanimity prevailing between all the mem^ 
hers of his majesty'^s govemmait and the whole people of 
England, up<m the injustice of the war which France was 
about to commence. That disclosure of opinion evidently 
produced a strong impression on the French government, 
for they soon after stated with clearness the abated ex- 
pectations with which they would be satisfied. They said, 
thaX if through the intervention of Great Britain an offer 
wer^ made from Spain for the estabHshment of a Second 
Chamber, they would consider it as affi>rding reasonable 
grounds for suspending thdf armaments, and replaciisg the 
relations between the two countries upon the footing usual 
in time of peace* By the establi^ment of a Second Cham* 
ber, was meant the erection of the Council of State into a 
deliberative body, upcxi the pinciple of the American Senate ; 
the nomination of the counsellors b&ng vested in the idng, 
as alneady pioFided by tihe Constitution, on the presentation 
of die Cortes {• 

Had the ^nnish mkiistry adapted the Duke of Welling-* 

* Mr. Canning's despatch to Sir Charles Stuart, February 3. 
t 9ir Charles Stourt's despatdi, February le. 
t Ibid. 
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Febnuny. ton-8 advice, there was therefore every reason to hope thai 
they would have saved their country from a disastrous 
war, and have secured to it a free and practicable Consti-* 
tution. But they had been hitherto, in most cases, ac- 
tuated in their negotiations with England by principles of 
reserve and ctmning, keeping themselves undecided, waiting 
to see what events might turn up, and to take advantage of 
them, in order to retrace any steps which they might have 
dubiously taken. The misfortune for their views was, that 
there was scarcely any thing within the sphere of probability, 
which could turn out to their advantage to such an extent 
as would render them complete masters of the field. Thus, 
however, they went on day after day, deceiving themselves 
and every body besides, resorting to all sorts of exaggerations 
to keep up the show of a great and heroic nation, and in- 
stead of improving the condition of their country, preparing 
only the certainty of its ruin. 

It was understood that there were many of the deputies 
who were disposed to agree to some alteration, but there w&s 
a diffejt'ence amongst them as to the extent, and none of them 
were willing to risk their lives in bringing forward a propo- 
sition in open Cortes with the view of placing this question 
before the nation. Fears were entertained of the secret 
dagger of the Communeros on one hand, and of the exalted 
members in the Cortes on the other. All parties were distrust- 
ful of each other, and the probability was, that all would 
remain inactive upon this subject until the time for making 
terms should have passed away. The fear of secret daggers 
was little less than imaginary. The only thing which the 
moderate deputies wanted in such a crisis was a little civil 
courage. If they had once come forward, they would have 
probably found numerous supporters, not only in the country, 
the Cortes, and the Cguncil of State, but even in quar* 
* ters where they least expected to meet them. There was 
not a senable man in Madrid who heard of the suggestion 
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of Great Britain — ^if they were indeed entitled to that appel- Fcbnuuy. 
lation — who did not privately confess his wishes that they 
were adopted. But still so unnecessarily apprehensive were 
they of " the nation," that in public they either maintained 
a dark silence on the subject, or, forgetting the perils to 
which the Constitution was exposed in their irresistible 
passion of national boasting, they gave it a direct nega- 
tive. Was this not a pitiable situation for a fine country to 
be placed in ? Imaginary difficulties surmounted the sense 
of real and palpable dangers. An empty and transitory 
pride bade them shut their eyes upon the opportunity which 
iiow lay before them, of placing their liberties and their 
national prosperity upon a solid basis : and closed those eyes 
were likely to remain, until they opened upon the wreck of 
their Constitution. 

It was almost ludicrous to hear the way in which the 
Spaniards treated their situation at this time. We shall not 
agree, they pretended to say, to any alteration of our Con- 
stitution. — Very well, it was replied to them, but the French 
troops will come to Madrid, and establish the French 
Charter. — It remains to be seen whether the French will 
come to Madrid. What is to prevent them ? — We will re- 
sist them. Where are your armies? — They are forming 
every day; th^e are conscriptions going on all over the 
country. But how will you arm, and clothe, and support 
these men ; where is your money ?-^It is of no consequence 
whether we have money or not, our soldiers can Uve upon 
garlick ; as for clothing, they can fight without uniforms ; 
and with respect to arms, there is a great number in the 
country since the last war. Well, but how can you expect 
that these recruits fresh from the mattock, the plough, and 
the office of muleteer, will be able to stand against a reguhur 
army ? — That is of no consequence, we will fight in gueriilla 
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Fefaraety. parties, and we depend on the obstinate and proud chftracter 
of the p^ple. 

There was no arguing with these philosophers* If Spain 
Was to cany on a war in such a manner as no one country 
ever yet sustained a war against another, it was all very well. 
It is right, however, to add that there were many persons 
of opinion that no resistance of any value would be made 
against the French, and that they would march with as much 
fadlity to Madrid as the Austrians did to Naples^ 
3dr The capital continued in a state of undisturbed peace. 

Although there was a desperate struggle going on between 
the Masons and the Communeros for the government, yet its 
effects were scarcely perceptible, nor perhaps of much interest, 
to the mass of the inhabitants. The tribune of the Landa- 
. biuian Society was occupied, night after night, by crowds of 
new orators, whose discourses had for their object to call 
the attention of the people to the dangers which threatened 
the QDuntry. Some spoke of the French invasion as an 
event just at hand, and others insisted that the ministxy 
had proved their inability to carry the country through its 
approaching difficulties by evincing that criminal negligence, 
or ignorance, in consequaice of which the capital was placed 
in a state of alarm from the neighbourhood of an armed 
band of factious. Violent attacks were also made on those 
public prints which censured the speeches of the Landaburian 
orators. It was evident that the government was extremely 
sensible to the philippics which were directed against them. 
For some days the ministerial prints had been calling on the 
authorities to interfere, and put a stop to the nightly scenes 
of turbulence which the society exhibited. 

The authorities at length resorted to a subterfuge in 
order to accomplish this object. They got an architect to 
report that the convait of St. Thomas, in which the Society 
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Ji^Id i^ sittini^ was in so ruinous a state that it would be Febmaiy. 
dangerous for any person to enter it. The* doors wer^ 
accordingly nailed up, and guards were stationed to prevent 
their being, broken open, The fact was, that there was 
not. a more jSrin or durable building in Madrid, Here 
was a curious specimen of the character of the Spanish 
gpyemi^ent, and of a consciousness of its own weakness. 
The most manly proceeding would have been to have gone 
at once to the Cortes, and to have demanded the suspension 
pf the law which sanctioned the Society. But this was too 
ppen a flaeasure, ^nd they preferred to gdppt the pretext 
ibat the edifice was about to tumble to the ground. No 
p^son, however, who was a friend to the peace of the capi- 
UiLp and to the liberty of Spain, could regret that the mouths 
of the Landaburian Qrator^ were closed. They were be- 
coming the channels of the grossest misrepresentations, and 
though they delivered a few home truths, the evil effects of 
Aeir eloquence more than counterbalanced any slight ame- 
lioration wl^ich it might have produced. 

Upon the arrival in Madrid of the speech of the King of 3d. 
France, that part of it which announced that to Ferdinand 
alone belonged the right of giving institutions to Spain ex- 
cited very angry feelings. As matters had already stood, 
there were many Spaniards who were prepared to receive 
the French as the enemies of violent democratical principles, 
but few of these very persons were at the same time inclined 
to say that Spain was the patrimony of Ferdinan/l VII. 
The opposition which the Spanish Constitution experienced 
in all parts of the Peninsula arose not from any particular 
attachment to the king. It proceeded from the injuries in- 
flicted on various interests, particularly those of the church 
and the nobility, by the decrees pf the first, and espedally 
of the second Cortes. Those who are acquainted with the 
habits and sentiments of the people in the provinces, agree 
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yetmiaTy. in Stating that th^y are essentially democratic in practicdf 
and receive their form and colour simply from that personal 
pride which distinguishes every Spaniard, however uneasy 
his circumstances may be. The despotism of the king was 
formerly tolerated because it abstained from wounding per- 
sonal feelings. The Constitution found amongst its most 
unrelenting enemies, those whose feelings were aggrieved in 
a thousand different ways by the changes which it ordained. 
It was even a matter of serious doubt whether the present 
king was popular with any one class in the state. His personal 
character was generally represented to be of an unamiable 
turn. Buonaparte said that the two most deceitful men be 
met in all his experience, were Alexander and Ferdinand VII# 
and he is allowed to have had a quick perception of human 
character. Instances have been known where Ferdinand 
smoked segars, and carried on the most familiar conversation 
with a minister, to whom in two hours after he sent an order 
of banishment. It was said also, that his conduct to the 
Queen was not of the most engaging description ; and as her 
Majesty was an universal favourite, it may be inferred that 
he had few champions wherever the ladies exercised any in* 
fluence ; and in Spain that influence recognizes no limits. 
It was betraying a great ignorance of the state of feeling in 
, Madrid especially, to mention one word about Ferdinand, still 
more to designate him as the grandson of Henry IV. This 
had a bad effect amongst the Afrancesados, who are at the 
core Buonapartists, and amongst the Spaniards it only re« 
called the memory of the comparatively recent transplantation 
of a branch of the Bourbon family to Spain. 

Neither of the king^s brothers possessed, ox was likely soon 
to recover, that popularity of which a limited monarchy stands 
so much in need. There was, therefore, no chivalry like 
that which roused the spirit of a La Roche Jaqueline, and 
^rmed the peasantry of La Vendee, to be appealed to in the 
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Peninsula* National independence is the first device of a Fehrwoyw 
Spaniard, his next is an overweening opinion of his own 
rank, to which he ima^nes all the world should succumb ; 
and now that he had been instructed for two years and more 
to believe that the sovereignty of the realm resides essentially 
in the mass of the nation, whatever he might think of other 
parts of the Constitution, this was a principle which he would 
not easily surrender. It was unwise also in the advisers of 
the King of France to put forward the connexion of the two 
thrones in such a prominent manner in the speech, because 
it afforded more than sufficient data to those republican 
spirits who would endeavour to represent this as nothing 
more or less than another family. war. What a field did it 
not open for the declamations of those who, passing over the 
advantages of monarchy, wished to paint the disasters which 
monarchs have inflicted upon the human race in order to 
bring about or sustain their personal aggrandizement ? 

In order to prevent the adoption of any violent measures, 
in consequence of the arrival of the speech of the King of 
France, Sir William A''Court hastened to communicate to ^^ 
M. San Miguel the contents of a despatch* which he had 
just received from Sir Charles Stuart, stating the views 
which the French ministers entertained that peace might 
be still preserved through the exertions of England, and by 
concessions on the part of Spain. After the whole was read 
to M. San Miguel^ he broke out into exclamations against 
the general conduct of the French government, and ex* 
pressed his conviction that a war was now inevitable. He 
said that Spain would never admit that the Constitution 
emanated from the king, nor recognize any other sovereignty 
than that of the people: that she was prepared to repel 
force by force, and that France would find the war a much 

* Sir Charles Stuart's despatch of January 28th^ already referred to. 
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F9hniac3r« more serious undertaking thmi she seemed to imagine it 
would be*. 

^ In the speech of the King of France there was an evident 
acknowledgment of an intendcm to estabhsh a permanent 
French interest in Spain. This point M* San Miguel put 
▼ery prominently £Drward in a subsequent conversadon 
which he held with Sir WiUiam A^Court, At the same 
time he observed with respect to modi6cations, that th^r^ 
was neither a man nor a party in Spain (were the ministry 
to be changed a hundred times) who^ would venture to 
propose their adoption, till the time pointed out by the 
Constitution, and that had any hopes been held put to him 
(Sir William A'^Court) of an oi^K>site nature^ he might 
depend upon it they never would be realized. Yet M. San 
Miguel added, that he did not consider all hope of ne- 
gotiation at an end ; but still relied for a successful issue 
from the present difficulties upon the friendship and offices 
of England. He was convinced that she might and that she 
would prevent a war-f-. 

From other quarters it was ]j[isinuated that i^ce the ac- 
cession of the house of Bourbon to the throne of Spain, she 
had been, with very little interruption, in a state of vassalage, 
to the Court of the Thuilleries. There was scarcely any 
article of foreign manufacture of which Spain stood in need, 
which she was not obliged to take from France, and in 
return France drew from the Peninsula hard dollars, to the 
average amount of about thirty millions yearly. While the 
ports of Spain had been shut against the clpths, the cottons, 
and linens, of Great Britain and Ireland, there was a free 
passage for the products of France in these articles over the 
Pyrenees and from the port of Marseilles. Jt was inasteiij 
that now was the time to emancipate Spain from French 

• Sir William A'Court's despatch^ February 4. 
t Sir William A'Courfs despatch, February 7. 
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thraldom ; that there never was so favourable a moment for YOmnj^ 
effecting this object; andif it were lost, such an occasion 
never might present itself again. If the French succeeded in 
substituting their Charter for the Constitution of Spain^ 
they would subject the Peninsula more rigorously than ever 
to their political and commensal influenceJ It was added 
that England, by stepping forward in the present crisis, 
might transfer to her merchants the yearly receipt of those 
thirty millions of dollars, which went to France, or might 
take in exdiange, upon terms still more advantageous, the 
wines, the fruits, and wools of the Peninsula. 

To all this, it was answered, that England had done, and 
would do every thing in her power, short of involving her« 
self in the quarrel, to prevent matters from coming to ex* 
tremities ; but that it was sufficiently evident that war was 
inevitable, if Spain were really determined to admit of no 
modification in her Constitutional system. England did not 
demand this, nor would the refusal of it prevent her endea* 
vouring to avert the war by every means in her power ; but 
it was in vain to hope she could succeed unless the prospect 
of some concession were held out on the part of Spain. 

In the meantime the government gave some indications 
of preparing for war. MoriUo was appointed to command 
the army in Gallicia ; Ballasteros, in Aragon and Navarre ; 
Mina to continue in Catalonia, and Abisbal to command the 
corps of reserve in Madrid, and the neighbouring provinces. 
In point of fact, no armies as yet existed to be commanded, 
except from fifteen to twenty thousand men in Cata- 
lonia, and four or five thousand in and near the cap'taL 
The government hoped, probably, that Ballasteros would be 
able to raise troops in his district, and that MoriUo would 
be equally successful in Gallicia. For these purposes it was 
judged, that funds were necessary ; and in order to supply 
them, the Finance minister went down to Cortes, and pro* 
posed that the principal of those resources which had baen 
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Pebraaiy. solemnly assigned to the Junta of Public Credit for the 
payment of the national debt, contracted anterior to the 
restoration of the Constitution, should in effect be placed at 
the disposal of the government. 

This project the Cortes refused to sanction, and in lieu of 
it, they authorized the government to receive the contributions 
in advance of the three remaining quarters of the current 
financial year. They also authorized the government to re- 
ceive arrears of contributions in corn, rice, oil, and such 
useful stores as the revenue debtor might possess. 

Amongst other measures resolved on by the ministers, 
was the removal of the King and royal family, the govern- 
ment and Cortes, from Madrid to Seville. When this 
measure was first mentioned to his majesty, he positively 
declared he would never agree to it. He made several ob- 
^rvations lipon the inconvenience which the projected jour- 
ney would ^ve rise to, and discouraged it by every means 
in his power. 

If the king bestowed any reflection on the present situa- 
tion of the monarchy, he might well take blame to himself 
for the very embarrassing situation to which it was now 
reduced. Had his majesty, upon his return to Spain in 
1814, suggested such alterations in the Constitution which 
was then presented to him for acceptance as would have 
assimilated it to that of Great Britain, Spain would have 
been by this time comparatively prosperous and tranquil. 
In wholly abrogating that Constitution, and assuming to 
himself despotic rule, he committed a crime ior which it 
never will be in his power to atone; and brought mis- 
fortunes upon his people, which a long life of beneficence 
and wisdom would not be able sufficiently to repair. 

It may not be improper in this pkce to state an historical 
fact connected with Ferdinand's restoration, which, in all the 
accounts of that period, has been strangely misrepresented* 
Sir Henry Wellesley, who was at that time our ambassador 
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to the Regency, went to Valencia to meet the Icing on his Febnudy.^ 
return. It has been said that Sir Henry took that journey 
in order to prevail on the king to annul the Constitution, 
and that he supplied his majesty with the funds, and even 
the bayonets, necessary to carry that project into effect. 
There were at that time two divisions of Spaniards in 
British pay : — one commanded by General Sir Samuel Whit- 
dngham, the other by General Sir Philip Roche. The former 
was stationed in the neighboiurhood of Saragossa, and the 
latter was blockading Saguntum, within about four leagues 
of Valencia, and at that lime in the occupation of a French 
garrison, commanded by General Rouelle. Upon the arrival 
of the king at Valencia, he was influenced by the famous 
address of the seventy-two deputies, as well as by the reports 
of several ecclesiastical dignitaries and noblemen who had 
crowded around him — or rather, indeed, he aflected to be 
influenced by them, for he had taken his resolution on en- 
tering the Peninsula — and he expressed his determination 
to dissolve the Cortes. This, however, was not to be done 
without the aid of the military, and accordingly some of the 
king''s confidential agents opened the matter to General 
Wbittingham, and soon prevailed on him to march on 
Guadalajara. When a similar application was, made to 
General Roche, he communicated it to Sir Henry, without 
whose orders he said he would not stir. Sir Henry thanked 
him for the communication and approved of his resolution. 
Prom these circumstances it is evident that Sir Henry 
Wellesley did not sanction the movement of the troops on 
Miadrid. Widi respect to the funds which it is said he sup- 
plied to the king, it is true that Sir Henry Wellesley fur- 
nished him with four thousand dollars for the decent support 
of his table whilst at Valencia ; but this was the total of his 
accommodation — a sum which, even if not applied to the ex- 
penses of the king, could have had very little influence on 
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Febraaiy. the subversion of the Constitution. Independent of this 
negatiye eyidence, which I have received from a competent 
and respectable authority^ it has since been declared by the 
Earl of Liverpool, in his jAsee in the House of Lords, thai 
Sir Henry Wellesley advised the king to modify, but not 
to abrogate the Constitution, 

It may be doubled whether his Catholic majesty caused 
grei^er injury to his subjects by totally annulling the Con- 
stitution upon his return in 1814, than he did by accepting 
it in its objectionable and impracticable form in 1820. Too 
violent at the former period, and too timoroua at the latter^ 
he might, under the guidmioe of jBrm counsel, have resolved 
in either case upcm a modified system, which would have 
conferred freedom and peace upon his people. At the same 
time it may not be denied that the Constitution, such as it 
was, touched the slumbering intellect of the nation, and 
awakened it to new life and exertion. 

The chief evidence of the expanfflon of mind which had 
already taken place appeared in the number of political 
pamphlets which issued every week from the press. Seme 
erf these were written with eloquence, irony, and humour, 
which would not have disgraced the best age of Spaoidi 
literature. Several translations of English and Frendb po« 
htical works were also published in Madrid in a small cheap 
form, and a consideraUe number of new periodical jour- 
nals was established. 

B^re the restoration of the Constitution there were only 
two newspapers in the capital, if indeed that whidi was 
called the ** Diary <d Madrid" deserved to be ranked in the 
number. It was confined to the publication of government 
and ^clesoastical ordinances, and of advertisements. It was 
very small, badly printed, yet from its advertisements it had 
a certain sale of about two thoussmd numbers daily. Like 
all the journals of Spain, it was unstanqied. 
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The »ther paper was the " Gkzettfe of Madrid,*" which FeNwtfy* 
was supported and j^d by government as the official paper. 
After the re-«stablishment ci the Constitution it was stiU 
earned on upon the same system, and was printed at the 
magnificent establighment, called the Nation^ Printing-office. 
The business of the Gaaette was conducted by dght gen- 
tlelnen^ nominated by government. The principal editor 
was Don Eugenio Tapia, who has written several works in 
verse and prose. This paper wag chiefly made up of trans- 
lations from the foreign journals, of official documents, and 
original articles on matters of general policy. It never 
touched on party questions ; and as its daily sale fluctuated 
between eighteen hundred and two thousand, it must have 
been an expensive c6ncern to the government. 

Within the last two years sev^al new journals appeared 
and disappeared in Madrid. Those which survived were 
the ** Universal,^ the ** Espectador,'' (or Spectator), and one 
or two others, which I shall name presently. The " Uni* 
versal** was ministerial ever since its establishment. Its pro- 
prietor was a printer, and its principal editor a literary gen- 
tleman of the name of Narganes, who was editor of the 
Madrid Gazette when Madrid was in possession of the 
French. He had several colleagues, who were mostly de* 
pendents of government. Articles of French intelligence, 
and dissertations on financial measures, were supplied by 
members of that party called the Afranoesados> a de- 
signation existing sance the intrusion of Jose[^ Buona^ 
parte, and applied to those pers^s who suj^rted hh 
r^hne. Tliey were supposed to monopofize simongst tb^ft^ 
selvefs the greatest portion oi the pohticdi talent in Spam^ 
tod their dhief device was hatred to the throne of the Bour- 
bons. In general, the style of the leading articles in the 
** Universal" was correct and flowing; but in leaming 
towards the minii^y, it affected also to support Ihe cause 
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Fdmuiy. of the moderates. It was the organ of the kte ministers 
until the events of the 7th of July ; and though it was not 
so much in the confidence of M. San Miguel as the ^^ Espec- 
tador,'' yet it sometimes received official information on the 
same day. as that joumaL There were periods, during the 
ministry of Martinez de la Bosa, when the daily sale of the 
^' Universal^ exceeded seven thousand ; latterly its regular 
number was something less than half of that amount. 

The principal official journal was the ** Eqiectador,'* 
which was so intimately connected with the government, 
that despatches, whidi were received late at night, were some^ 
times forwarded to the editor before they were known to all 
the nnnisters. It was the organ of the Freemasons, and the 
declared foe of the Communeros. I have already stated 
that San Miguel was, before his elevation to office, its prin- 
cipal editor. He still frequently contributed to it ; and his 
articles were easily distinguished by their clear and authori-* 
tative views, the result of that extensive and correct in- 
formation with which his official situation supplied him. 
With the exception of his articles, the style of the original 
writings in the *^ Espectador ' was generally feeble, heavy, 
and confused. Its editors were Senor Infantes, a deputy 
of Cortes, a gentleman of the name of Garcia, who was em- 
ployed in the war-office, and a comedian of the name of 
Sails. Its daily number was about five thousand. 

A small journal, called the " Indicador,^ was at its com- 
mencement confined to theatrical and fashionable intelligence, 
pieces of fugitive poetry, and light essays on literature. 
£ut for the last six or eight months politics so engrossed 
public attention, that no other topic excited the least interest 
The ** Indicador,*' in consequence, was obliged to titm por 
litician, but still it affected to treat the greatest subjects in a 
light, satirical manner. This, however, under the circum- 
stances of the epoch, met with little encouragement ; and thi« 
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jounud was almost extinct when the establishment of the FebnuTy. 
Landabunan society afforded it a new field, by publishing 
the debates of that club. The society at length became 
Ultra-Constitutional, andt umed upon that ministry and 
party which gave it birth. Its debates were offendve to 
the government, and every effort was used to prevent the 
'* Indicador^^ from inserting them. The " Indicador'' had 
increased its sale by this tack, and would not deast ; but at 
last the hostility of government acted upon that increase, 
.from the perseverance with which all their dependants de- 
nounced those who subscribed to the paper, and the pro- 
prietors were glad to accept the offer of the Sodety of Com- 
muneros for printing the " Patriota EspanoF instead of the 
^^ Indicador.^^ So far as this journal proceeded, it appeared 
to be directed by principles of determined oppoidtion to the 
existing ministry. It retained about five hundred of the 
subscribers to the ^^ Indicador,^ and had a considerable ac- 
cession from the Association of the Communeros, whose 
organ it was. The leading articles were written with force, 
clearness, and sometimes with elegance : it had connexions 
in the Council of State ; but from its hostility to the Ministry, 
it laboured under the disadvantage of publishing important 
intelligence at second hand. It Uved consequently but 
a short time. 

. The "Zurriago," or "Scourge,'' was a small-sized 
pamphlet, pubhshed every week or ten days, as it suited the 
convenience of the editors, Mexia and Morales. It was 
written with peculiar acrimony, powerfrd irony, and fre- 
quently attacked the royal family, the ministry, and the 
moderate party in violent and personal terms. Its ordinary 
number was about five thousand. Upon some occasions it 
sold fourteen thousand, but its fame was every day de- 
clining. 

There was a small evening paper published four times a 

p 
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Mbmaiy. week called the << Telegrafo^ the price of whidi was one 
halfpenny. It was printed on common ballad paper, and 
gave the summary of the national and foreign intelligence, 
which arrived by the post in the mcMning* 

There was also a journal printed in' Madrid, in French, 
caUed ^^ L^Observateur Espagnole/' which was paid by San 
Miguel, and conducted by M, Vordet, formerly editor of 
the " Aristarque de Paris.'' This paper had very few sub- 
scribers. The government sent almost all the copies to 
France ; its articles were confined to eulogies on the Spanish 
government, and attacks on that of France. 

Of provincial journals there were many, but few possessed 
a certain existence. The only one of any reputation was 
the " Liberal Gfuipuscoano," which was published at St. 
Sebastian's. 
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CHAPTER XIV. 

THE CARNIVAL. — AN EXCURSION TO GUADALAJARA. 

Little would any person who had seen the streets of Febrauy. 
Madrid dunng the Carnival*' ima^ne that at this period 
Spain was harassed by internal factions, threatened with a 
foreign invasion, and reduced almost to the verge of national 
bankruptcy. The jubilee of this festive season is displayed 
chiefly in the number, diversity, and gaiety of the masques, 
which animate the principal streets. About noon they begin 
to make their appearance, traver^ng the streets in groups, 
and between four o'clock and half-past five, they all meet in 
the Prado, which is crowded with visitors, and they perform 
such antics as are suitable to the charaxsters which they re- 
present. On the first day there was a slight sprinkling of 
these masques on the Prado. The most amusing fellow 
amongst them was a shoemaker, who carried a rule of av 
immense size; with this machine in his hand, he claimed 
the privilege of approaching the handsomest ladies in the 
Prado, in order to measure their feet. They complied with 
the operation, particularly those who had delicately shaped 
feet to display, with the utmost good nature. A number of 
women, who were collected in the middle of the street of 
Alcala, raised an incessant shout of laughter, mingled with 
attempts at singing, while they tossed a stuffed figure of 
Sancho in a blanket. The representation of this faithful fol- 
lower ©f Don Quixote, when whirled aloft in the air, excited 
irrepressible mirtb, and the shout was doubled when, by the 

• Sunday 9Ui, Monday lOtib, and Tuesday 11th of Fetaiary. 
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Fcbniapy. awkwardness of the women in tossing the figure, it fell upon 
some of the by-standers. No man was permitted to asast 
them in this operation, as time out of mind it belongs ex- 
clusively to the other sex. It is impossible to give an idea 
of the enjoyment which poor Sancho created. It was a scene 
of downright fun, shout after shout, talk, laughter, song, 
such as the weeping philosopher himself could not resist, had 
he witnessed it. 

At night there was a masquerade at the Teatro del Prin- 
cipe, and so great was the demand for admission, that at 
half-past ten, when the doors were opened, not a ticket was 
to be had, except/rom the retailers — persons who buy up a 
number of tickets in the morning at the common price, one 
dollar each, and at night sell them for two, and sometimes 
even three dollars. It was calculated that at least eighteen 
himdred persons were present, and of these, perhaps, not 
more than fifty were without masks. There is this difference 
between a Spanish and an English masquerade, that, at the 
latter, scarcely any person is seen dressed in character, who 
does not at the same time attempt some exhibition in which 
that character is developed. A hermit assumes the language 
of the cell, a doctor offers his prescriptions, and a poet 
pesters every body with his rhymes. But at a Spanish mas- 
querade the character reaches no farther than the dress, and, 
under different disguises, all meet for one purpose, that of 
spending the whole night till morning dawns in dancing. 
Indeed, it can scarcely be said that, in the generality of the 
dresses, any character is intended to be represented. The 
object seems to be to effect the most complete concealment 
by the comic aspect of the masks, and by dresses which have 
little relation to their features. The voice too is dis»ruised, 
and there is kept up a constant din of feigned tones and 
squeaking salutations. The dances follow each other in the 
ord^r dTcountry-dances, rigodoons, and waltzes; and as this 
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is an amusement to which the Spaniards are passionately at^ Fefanaiy. 
ta^hed^ one may imagine the spirit with which it was main« 
tained till a late hour the following morning. . Several per- 
sons of distinction were present, who, under cover of their 
masks, mingled without fear of discovery in the joyous scene, 
and frequently danced, for aught they knew, in the same 
drcle with their wives and husbands, though perhaps not 
exactly intending such a rencontre. 

It is impossible to avoid praising the urbanity and de- 
cency which presided over the amusements of the night Not 
the slightest incident occurred to disturb the harmony of the 
meieting, crowded as it was. An excellent band occupied 
the orchestra, and the different successions of the dances 
w^e arranged by two or three officers, whose dictates were 
instantly obeyed, as law, by every part of the company. 
There were guards of soldiers in attendance ; but, from the 
great order which prevailed, their presence seemed almost 
unnecessary. In the coffee-roorti refreshments were served 
at a moderate price. ^ 

The number of masks on the Prado on the second day 
(Monday) was very considerable. In the evening several 
ladies and gentlemen attended Lady A^Court'^s tertulia in 
fancy dresses. The young Marquis of Santa Cruz appeared 
very elegantly dressed as a Moorish prince. The naturally 
dark Spanish countenance becomes this dress exceedingly. 
His mother, the marchioness, who is yet in the prime of 
life, and who, before her marriage, was considered the 
most beautiful woman in Spain, was arrayed in a vest and 
turban of silver tissue, which set off her person to great ad- 
.vantage.- The young Marchioness of Alcanisas presented 
herself in the ancient dress of Andalusia, which, without 
being costly, is extremely beautiful. Her two younger 
sisters appeared also in provincial dresses, which became 
them remarkably well, particularly that of the youngest. 
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Feteoaiy. whp was dressed as a MfJlordne, or native of Majorca. The 
Duchess of Frias was attired as Cleopatra, with a long flowing 
white veil, her bosom starred with diamonds. Several others 
of the company were fancifully arrayed ; amongst the orna- 
ments were a profusion of diamonds, and elegantly wrought 
gold and silver crosses, the favorite decorations in all Ca- 
tholic countnes. Lord Francis L. Gower looked to great 
advantage in his splendid full dress uniform as a comet of 
the guards. Lady A'Court, who was attired in a rich lace 
dress, presided with her usual dignity over this animated and 
elegant scene. The company began to pour in at ten o'clock. 
Soon after that hour the rooms were crowded, and dancing 
commenced. It was an extremely interesting sight to view 
the various Spanish provincial dresses, set off by so many 
fine forms, mingling together on this gay occasion. The 
Spaniards seemed to enjoy it much, and to the foreigners 
who were present it was productive of equal delight. The 
company did not separate till a late hour the following 
morning. 

On the third and last day of the Carnival (Shrove Tues- 
day), " all the world and his wife,^ to use a Spanish saying, 
were out. There were at least a thousand persons of both 
sexes, yoimg and old, masqued, who traversed the Prado in 
groups ; a task which they would have found difficult enough, 
on account of the vast crowd which attended, if every dis- 
position had not been shown to accommodate them. One of 
the first groups which appeared was headed by a watchman, 
who held before him an old iron lantern. Some of this group 
were dressed in a very fantastic manner. Another group 
was headed by a musician, who played on a broken old. 
guitar with one string. In another quarter were seen Don 
Quixote and his man Sancho. One mask excited great 
amusement, who had a stuffed figure so attached to him that 
he appeared to be riding upon a mane's back. In the con* 
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ception of these and iimumerable mother masks, a great deal Pebroaiy* 
of the spirit of broad comedy prevailed. But a group of 
five masks, one of whom was seated on an ass, his face 
turned towards the animal'^s tail, afforded the greatest 
amusement of all. By an inscription which appeared on 
his hat, it appeared that he was intended to represent a 
^^ Diplomatist of Verona.^ He held in his hand some sheets 
of blank paper, and he observed a most important silence. 
On his right hand he was attended by a mask, the repre* 
sentative of the Regency of Urgel ; and on his left the Rus- 
sian and Prussian ambassadors. The King of France was 
slaticmed at the ass^s tail. They were received with shouts 
of laughter wherever they appeared. ' An old clothes man, 
with a bag on his shoulder, and hat of rush matting, with a 
leaf a yard wide, presented also a droll appearance. From 
the Frado he pursued his way into the streets, stopped before 
the balconies where he saw miy ladies, viewed them for 
awhile through his immense tin eye-glass, and then ran off 
to another part of the street. A mask with the face behind, 
giving the idea of a man walking backwards, shook all the 
aides of all the old women with laughter. Some grave masks 
appeared on horseback ; others in caleches, giving curious 
ideas of contrasts ; and, in fact, all Madrid seemed to have 
taken leave of their senses on this occasion. It was ob- 
servable, however, that, in all this crowded scene, not the 
slightest disturbance occurred, no altercation of any sort, no 
picking of pockets (as would have happened in London if 
such a scene were exhibited there), and, above all, not the 
least approach to indecorum was to be discovered. Every 
body appeared to be actuated by an innocent spirit of mirth, 
and, immense as the crowd was, the police deemed it unne- 
cessary to take the least precaution for securing public order. 
The weather was delightfully fine. 
At night the masquerade at the Teatro del Principe wa$ 
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Febnusy. crowded. The theatre was not cleared until eight o^dbck 
on the morning of Ash Wednesday. This being the first 
day of Lent, the Prado presented a very diBFerent aspect 
from that of the last three days. A penitential stillness 
reigned in the streets, and the churches were crowded with 
those persons who, during the Carnival, were perhaps the 
gayest of the gay. The theatres were all ordered to be shut 
during the Lent, as no public amusements of any sort were 
permitted, except mu^cal concerts, which were conducted 
upon a minor scale, at an assembly-room called the Cruz de 
Malta. In the course of the Lent, however, this rule was a 
little relaxed for the first time, as operas were allowed to be 
performed twice a week, 
istfa, Madrid bemg exceedingly dull after the Carnival was 

over, I was easily prevailed upon by a friend to join him in 
an excursion to Guadalajara, for the purpose of visiting the 
royal doth and serge factories there. There are stage- 
coaches established between Madrid and several of the prin- 
cipal towns within ten or twelve leagues all round. They 
are usually drawn by five or three mules, according to the 
distance^ and very much resemble those large family coaches 
which were employed in England about a century ago. 
They have no outside seats; they carry six, not however 
without inconvenience, inside, and the mules are harnessed 
with ropes. The driver, like most of the muleteers of New 
Castile, is dressed in a shallow round hat, with a wide leaf 
turned up at the sides, and fastened on his head by a leathern 
thong, which is tied under the chin ; a short brown spencer- 
jacket, gaily decorated at the back with the representation 
of a pot of flowers, formed by varicoloured pieces of doth ; 
a shaggy waistcoat, short breeches, and leathern gaiters. A 
gaudy rilk handkerchief, folded like a rope, is tied round his 
neck, giving the greater part of his well-blanched shirt collar 
room to appear, and long enough to have its extremities 
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pinned to a red worsted scarf, which he wears round his Febmarjr; 
waist Having been detained some hours in order to have 
oiu: passports duly signed by the Political Chief, we at last set 
off^ at two o'clock in the afternoon, by the road of Alcala. 

About a league from Madrid, on the left hand, we ob<- 
served the only instance of a coiuitry-seat which I had yet 
seen in the neighbourhood of the capital. It belongs to the 
Duchess of Ossuna, is very extensive, surrounded a>mpletely 
by a high wall, and well planted with trees; which, however, 
are yet too young to afford shade, or even ornament to the 
dtuation. The house is low, and built without any preten- 
sions to architectural beauty. The whole demesne may be 
said to be one garden, which is laid out in plots of vines, 
olives, vegetables, flowers, and fruits. It is exposed to the full 
beam of the noonday sun^ whence, in summer, it must be 
far from affording a refreshing retreat. A little farther on, 
on the right, is seen a cluster of large buildings, called San 
Fernando, which were formerly used as factories of cloth, 
but for some years the principal building has been set apart 
for the reception of Magdalens. 

There are no picturesque landscapes to be seen near Ma- 
drid. The country all around is so uncultivated, and for 
the most part so desolate, that one is surprised how the 
markets of this capital are so abundantly furnished with ve- 
getables. We had some fine views of the range of the 
Guadarama on the left, upon whose ridges the snow still re- 
mained. On the right the hUls were seen irregular and 
barren, deeply indented by the rains of many a winter. 

In the course of four or five hours, we arrived at Alcala, 
five leagues from Madrid, and found that there we must 
stop for the night. This was not all. On entering the 
posada we learned that we had no chance of getting any 
dinner, as there were no provisions in the house. My friend, 
au English gentleman, who had travelled a good deal in 
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Febnutty. Spain, informed me that this was an incident to be expected 
on all the Spanish roads, except those between Madrid and 
Bayonne, where civilization had made some progress. In 
every othei' case, when you ask what is to be had for dinner, 
you are told " nothing but what you have brought your- 
self In consequence we went out to the butchers, and 
purchased, at a very moderate rate, some mutton chops, 
which being done on the gridiron under our inspection, we 
found excellent. The wine was good, and for dessert we had 
raisins and toasted almonds, the fruit also of our personal 
exertions. I lay some stress on this, as, from the difficulty 
which we had in getting through this afiPair, one would 
imagine that the people of the posada never knew what a 
dinner was. Upon looking at our beds, we found them 
thinly covered, hard, cold, and cheerless, so we ordered an- 
other bottle of red wine, and had it boiled in a coffee-pot, 
which my friend brought with him, together with some cin- 
namon and sugar, and found it a pleasant safeguard against 
the sharpness of the night 
14th. The sun was out in the morning, but the air was still 
cold, and we could get no light through the window without 
also admitting the air — :for few Spanish windows in the 
country can boast of glass. A heavy shutter covers the 
whole frame, and there is a small square aperture in the 
middle, which you may open if you like to expose yourself 
io the blast. With a great deal of difficulty we succeeded in 
lobtaining a breakfast of eggs and coffee, and then sallied 
forth to see the town. Alcala is seated on the river 
Henares, and has every aspect of having been formerly a 
anilitary position of considerable strength.. There are the 
remains of seven or eight old castles, said, as all old edi- 
fices in this country are reputed, to be built by the 
Moors. They are disposed so as to protect the lines of a 
square which they inclose; t^o are semicircular, and the 
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rest quadrangular. There are no stairs in the innde ; for February^ 
the first twenty feet they are quite solid ; that is to say^ the 
space between the walls, which are not very thick, is filled up 
with a coarse cement of gravel and mud. This reaches to a 
height of about twenty feet, where it is arched over. There 
is then a small cdl, which is entered by very narrow door- 
ways at the sides, they bebg probably on a level with the 
summit of the ancient walls. In the front diere are port- 
holes, and over this cell there is a strong arch, and the tops 
are slightly castellated. It is probable that the cell was the 
only part of the tower which was used for carrying on de- 
fensive operations. The sijuare which thdise towers enclose 
is now the garden of the Archbishop, who has a magnificent 
palace here. There was formerly a famous University in 
Alcala, but it is now no more. The building is very exten- 
sive, and going into ruins. It is remarkable only as having 
been once a seat of learning; for there is nothing in its style 
of architecture beyond the commonest structure. There 
are several other buildings which are capable of surprising 
a stranger, at least by their extent. Among these are two 
colleges, and two or three convents. The scale upon wliich 
these edifices are constructed proves the riches which Spain 
at one time possessed. They are mostly of thin bricks, with 
an equal thickness of cement between them. They exhibit^ 
however, no pillars or arches to fascinate the eye ; they are 
shapeless and dull. The cathedral has no exterior grandeur 
to recommend it ; but its interior is constructed and decorated 
with more beauty and richness than any church I had yet 
seen in this country. The great altar has a fine effect ; it is 
ascended by a flight of eighteen or twenty steps. The sacred 
host is usually kept at this cathedral in a large cabinet of 
massive silver, of very old workmanship. Six tall wax lights 
are perpetually burning before it. The choir is constructed 
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February, also in a graceful style ; and at the two comers towards the 
high altar there are two pulpits uncommonly handsome. 
The sanctuary is hung on each side with pieces of old 
drapery, which are in the best preservation. There are 
some good pictures in the small chapels, but none worth 
particular description. 

At two o'clock in the afternoon we took advantage of a 
coach, which was going on to Guadalajara. As we ad- 
vanced, we found the scenery more diversified, and some- 
what better cultivated; but the hills, though partially 
greened, presented that brown, parched, and barren aspect 
which characterises the southern mountains of Spain. In 
five hours we arrived at Guadalajara, and fixed our tem- 
porary abode at a tolerable posada — considering the general 
run of these houses. We had for dinner pigeons and fried ^ j 
/.. . only fare which the house contained, good wine, grapes half 
^|gs,4]lB dried for dessert^ and beds, of which we bad no 
reason to complain. 

Agreeable as our posada was, in comparison with others 
15th. which we had encountered in Spain, we found, on riang in 
the morning, that we had no chance of obtaining tea or coflee 
for breakfast from our landlady. She had nothing to offer 
us but wine, bread, and fried eggs. My friend, however, 
remembered that there was a "fonda,'' or tavern, in the 
town, so we went out in quest of it : when, after some search, 
we discovered it, we had the felicity of learning that we could 
get no breakfast. There was neither coffee nor milk to be 
had, and to put the matter beyond all doubt, the cook was 
sick in bed, and had been sick for the last week. Our next 
project was to see if it were not possible to buy some coffee 
or tea at a shop, and after a good deal of inquiry, we learned 
that there was only one shqp in the whole town where these 
articles were sold, and that shop was the apothecary'^s. Tbi- 
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ther we repaiifed, asked for some coffee, which was weighed Felmiary. 
to us out of a bottle, and we found that he sold both this 
article and tea as medicine. One would hardly believe, if 
he had not witnessed the fact, that there is a town within ten 
leagues of Madrid, where coffee and tea are to.be had oply 
as medicines out of an apothecary's hands. However, we 
found it good, though it savoured a little of the shop. Our 
landlady was not doctress enough to know how to manage 
it : we were obliged to take the compounding of it on our- 
selves, and at last found the dose tolerable enough. 

By this time it was near the dinner hour of the men em- 
ployed in the cloth factory, and having heard or read some- 
thing of the Pantheon of the family of the Duke del Infan- 
tado, we resolved to pay it a visit. We were told that it 
was in the church of the convent of St. Francisco, and that a 
porter in the emplo3nment of the Duke had the keys. For 
this man we inquired in vain. He was not to be found, high 
or low. In order to compensate ourselves in some measure 
for this disappointment, we determined to survey at least 
the exterior of the convent, which is on a hill a little way 
out of the town. A few minutes brought us to the place, 
and the first thing we observed was a number of port-holes 
in one of the walls, which we afterwards learned were formed 
by the French in 1808, who took possession of the whole of 
this building, and converted it into a barrack. We had 
occasion to admire the vastness of this structure, and the 
singular beauty of its situation. It commands a complete 
view of the town on one side, and on the other looks over 
hills and vales planted with olives. On going round the 
convent we perceived an aperture large enough to afford 
admittance. Curious to explore the place, I got in, and my 
friend followed : we at once found oiu-selves in a kind of 
hall, the roofing of which was partly taken down, probably 
to serve the French with fuel. Passing through a door 
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February, nearly opposite to where we entered, we perceived that we 
were in a court-yard, though covered with ruins. Having 
gone tlius far, we thought of returning again, as we knew 
not what might be the result. Instead, however, of going 
out through the door at which we entered, we went dirough 
another, which ^conducted us into a garden. Like the court- 
yard, it was in a ruinous state ; the vines and other fruit 
trees wasting away for want of attendance, the earth full of 
weeds and rank grass, and strewed with bricks and stones. 

From the garden we directed our steps towards another 
part of the building, and entered the refectory. It is a 
large square apartment ; seats and tables are placed round 
three sides of the room, and the pulpit also still remains un* 
disturbed. From this a door leads into the kitchen, a store- 
room, and other offices. Our curiosity began to get the 
better of our discretion, and in exploring our way from ^e 
refectory, we got into the cloisters, which enclose a square 
grass-plot planted with cypresses. By winding stairs we 
ascended to the second jder of cloisters, from which are the 
entrances to thirty or forty cells, formerly occupied by the 
monks. These are comfortable airy rooms; the part of 
the chamber destined for the bed is nearly enclosed by a 
brick partiticm. We examined several of these cells, think- 
ing we might find a staircase from one of them by which we 
might descend to the church, but to no purpose. While 
passing through this set of cloisters we heard a little choir 
of birds chirping amid the Cjrpress trees in the grass-plot. 
My friend, who is a good sportsman, immediately percrived 
that they were grouped around a large white owl, which 
seemed to be the sole sovereign of these lonely dominions. 
Oiu* voices affrighted him from one tree to another, until at 
last he found refuge in the steeple. 

To the steeple, also, we bent our steps, hoping that it was 
connected by a staircase with the church. We were not 
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deceived ; for^ after groping some time in the dark^ we poshed F^brouy. 
open a door which led into the Friars' Gallery. It was 
stripped of nearly all its furniture, organ, music, stands, 
benches, and paintings. Three small pictures of saints still 
remained cemented to the wall, which seemed to have escaped 
the ravages of the French by reason of the height at which 
they were placed. There also remained on the roof two 
paintings of the arms of the Infantado family, exquisitely 
coloured. From this gallery we had a fine view of the in- 
terior of the church. It consists of one extensive and very 
lofty aisle, and before the last invasion of the French, I un- 
derstand it was magnificently decorated. Little more re- 
mained now than the bare walls. 

By this time the old porter, who was sent after us, arrived 
with the keys, and conducted us to the Pantheon. It is a 
very magnificent vault under the great altar. The stairs 
leading to it, as well as the sides, floor, and roof, are cased 
with red marble. The principal chamber is of an oval form, in 
the sides of which there are twenty-six recesses ; in each of 
these was formerly deported, on a wide marble slab, a sar* 
cophagus of similar material, supported on gilt feet, and 
covered with a heavy lid, beautifully carved. When the 
French had possession of the convent, they broke open and 
destroyed several of these tombs, under the idea that the 
Infantado family had secreted their treasures amongst the* 
relics of their ancestors. Mutilated lids and cases incum-» 
bered the floor, and several of the recesses were vacant 
The remains of the dead, which lay scattered about until the 
French were expelled from Madrid, were collected by the 
present Duke del Infantado ; and, as it was impossible tO' 
distinguish them, they were cased up in different portions,, 
and decently deposited in an inner vault of plain brick and 
mortar. 

The Pantheon is lighted by the window of the oratory,. 
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F^bniAty. which is of plain glass, and recently substituted for one that 
was exquiately painted. That fine piece of art was also 
" destroyed by the French, The altar in the oratory is <rf 
costly marble, and the floor of curious mosaic. On the tops 
of four columns, which are disposed round the oratory, are 
figures of cherubs handsomely executed. The French en- 
tertained their lust of destruction by firing at the hands) 
faces, and legs of these figures, mutilating them with a 
capricious barbarity. How strange it is that a country, which 
boasts of its unrivalled civilization, should have sent forth 
from its bosom such a set of Vandal brigands as composed 
the late French army I 

We had but little time. to visit the cloth factory, after 
leaving the Pantheon. However we observed enough of 
it to convince us that it was a stupendous establishment 
Hitherto it had been carried on by the government, together 
with a serge factory, in the same town, and another cloth 
factory at Brihuega. There is also a fulling mill connected 
with it, which is a short distance from Guadalajara, and 
built on the river Henares— in itself an extensive and valua- 
ble set of buildings. The whole, as national property, was 
assigned to the credito publico. 

At one time the establishments at Brihuega and Guada^ 
lajara gave employment to no fewer than thirty-two thousand 
men ; but on account of the number of offices connected with 
them, the cloths and other goods which they produced never 
covered their expenses. Both in the cloth and serge fac- 
tories at Guadalajara, I observed several English machines, 
which must have been smuggled into the country. In the 
serge factory all the wool is still spun by the hand in the 
old way, and in the machinery for pressing and singeing 
they are very much behind England. When Bessieres ap- 
proached Guadalajara, all the cloth was removed to a place 
of safety, and since that time there had not been more than 
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fifty or sixty hands a day employed. The reason assigned Fchmaiy* 
was, the fear of the factious; but the fact was, that the 
governnqient had no wool, nor money to buy it, and in con- 
sequence these fine establishments were at a stand*. 

We had also intended to visit the Duke del Infantado^s 
mansion, but we could not gain admittance, as the muni- 
cipality had taken possession of the keys when Bessieres 
came to Guadalajara. With respect to the factious, we 
learned from various sources, that they conducted themselves 
with the strictest discipline during the short time they were 
in possession of the town. We did not hear of a single act 
of violence having been. perpetrated by them. They asked 
for food, or money in lieu of it, and the people of the town 
supplied them abundantly with the former. The infantry 
were badly clothed, consisting of Catalonians and Aragonese 
of small but hardy frames, and well armed. The cavalry, 
especially the lancers, were well clothed, and their horses^ 
like the Catalonian men, small but vigorous and spirited. 
On inquiry into the political sentiments of the inhabitants, 
I received the same answer in every instance, which I had. 
already frequently heard — '' We want nothing but peace.^^ 

The following day I returned to Madrid. J^A- 

* It is understood that an English firm is at present in treaty for 
the estahlishments at Guadalajara, and that the government has in- 
timated an intention of giving them a preference, if they are to be 
disposed of by private contract. It has every appearance of a pre- 
carious speculation in the present state of Spain. It will require a 
vast capital in the first instance, and, in the next place, who can assure 
the purchaser that faith will be kept with him ? In a different state 
of things, the speculators might expe'ct to make rapid and princely 
fortunes. 



S26 



CHAPTER XV. 

REMOVAL AND RE-INSTATEMENT OF THE MINISTRY. — 
TUMULTS IN MADRID, 

Fcbruaiy. In the sitting of the 16th, the Cortes passed a decree, 
authorizing the government to remove its residence to what- 
ever place the king should name, if the exigencies of the 
threatened invasion should require such a measure, be- 
tween the closing of the session of the extraordinary Cortes 
and the opening of that of the ordinary Cortes. The mi- 
nisters lost no time in obtaining the sanction^ of the king to 
18A. this decree ; soon after which they went up to his Majesty in 
a body, and prei^ented to him a request in writing that he 
would name a place to which the government might be re- 
moved; and also appoint a day for setting out upon his 
journey. They pressed the subject of the paper which they 
presented by several arguments ; and during the whole scene, 
according to their own account of it*, no uncourteous or 
unpolished expression escaped their lips, nor did they quit 
the apartment of his Majesty whistling or singing, as had 
been charged against them. 
^ In an interview, however, with which the king honoured 

Bertrand de Lis the following morning, his Majesty did not 
hesitate to say how disagreeable it was to him to be urged 
to quit Madrid, especially when as yet there appeared no 
immediate danger to cause his departure; his Majesty 
was much surprised that it was not considered that, by his 
leaving the capital before the necessity arose, the public 

• Espectador, February 23. 
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opinion and spirit would decline considerably ; ^ving room, Febraary. 
at the same time, to the belief that the ministers had a double 
and sinister view in removing him from Madrid ; that by 
taking him to a less important place, it would then, indeed, 
be said that the king possessed no liberty, and that he was 
oppressed by a faction — an imputation which, in the opinion 
of his Majesty, ought to be avoided, because the enemies of 
liberty, both at home and abroad, would, perhaps, avail 
themselves of this circumstance, and make such use of it as 
would be convenient to their purposes, and prejudicial to 
the interests of the country. 

This is stated on the authority of a letter, written and 
published at the time by Bertrand de Lis, giving an account 
of the inverview ; and he adds^— '* What passed between his 
Majesty and his ministers, and whether or not his Majesty 
had weighty reasons for being displeased with them, are 
subjects into which I do not think proper to enter, nor can 
I do less than avoid touching upon them, since, according 
to what has transpired, they form an anecdote little honour- 
able to the ministry, and to the nation at whose head they 
are placed.'' 

Ever since the approach of Bessieres to Madrid, rumours 
were afloat of a change of ministry. Latterly these reports 
had acquired a certain consistency, and it was understood 
that a new ministry was arranged, which would be nominated 
immediately after the termination of the session, an event 
which was to take place on the 19th. The new arrange- 
ments comprised Cevallos, as Minister of State ; the Prince 
of Anglona, as Minister of War ; Romarate, as Minister of 
Marine ; Romanillo, as Minister of Grace and Justice. The 
Duke of Frias was also spoken of as destined to a depart- 
ment. Several of these individuals were members of the 
Council of State ; and it may be recollected, that when Bes- 
sieres was almost at the gates of Madrid, the Cortes sus- 

q2 
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FebtuBTj* pended the law which prevented a member of that body 
from accepting any office in the appointment of the crown. 
The day before the session terminated, the Cortes repealed 
that decree of suspension, without prejudice to the appoint- 
ments already made by the government, a measure which 
effectually dissolved the administration that was proposed to 
be named. 
I9tli. In this state of things, the Cortes met on the morning of 

the 19th : and, the king being unable to attend from an 
affliction of the gout, the President read, in the name of his 
Majesty, the following speech, which the Secretary of State 
for the Interior handed to him : 
" Deputies, 
** On closing the sesdon of this extraordinary legislature, 
I feel happy in expressing my satisfaction and gratitude for 
the decision, the patriotism, and the zeal which have shone 
forth in all your labours. 

" A necessity has arisen for some sacrifices, both in men 
and money, in order to remedy the evils of the State, and 
the salutary effects which I expected have corresponded to 
the promptitude with which they have been granted. The 
factious, who meditated the ruin of the fundamental law, arft 
yielding the field to the valour of the national troops. That 
junta of perjured men, who tided themselves the Regency 
of Spain, have disappeared like smoke, and the rebels, who 
calculated on such secure and easy victories, have already 
begun to feel the severe results of their folly. 
. " The soldiers, who sustain the national dause with so 
much glory, are worthy of every praise ; and among the 
consolations which victory has given them, it will not be 
the least, that the extraordinary Cortes have occupied them- 
selves in giving them regulations analogous to the funda- 
mental code which governs them. This work, already far 
advanced, is a sure guarantee for them, that the civil and 
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military laws will be soon in harmony, and that that difference Fdbniaty. 
between both, which has caused so many inconveniences, re- 
sentments and disputes, shall soon cease to exist. 

*' Other labours equally useful have distinguished this 
extraordinary legislature. The regulation of the police, the 
law of replacement, the measures conceded to my govern- 
ment for the purpose of consolidating the constitutional 
system, and others besides presented to the Cortes within 
this period, attest the assiduity, the constancy, and the ad- 
vantage with which the representatives of the nation have 
fulfilled the trust reposed in them. 

*^ Several of the sittings of this le^slature will be cele- 
brated for the pure patriotism which it exhibited. It has 
decreed rewards to those who, on the 7th of July, deserved 
well of their country ; and the principal leaders, who distin- 
guished themselves in that memorable event, have presented 
themselves at its bar. The sittings of the 9th and 11th of 
January will shine above all, and will form the chief lustre 
of this extraordinary Cortes. The shout of national honour 
resounded in the sanctuary of the laws in the sublimest 
manner, and all Spaniards have felt that there is nothing 
Comparable to the felicity of having a country. 

" Some diplomatic relations have been interrupted during 
the sitting of this Cortes ; but these disagreements of cabinet * 
with cabinet have augmented the moral force of the nation 
in the eyes of the whole of that part of the civilized world, 
which has any regard for honour, probity, and justice. On 
seeing that Spain does not surrender herself to degradation, 
they will have formed an idea of her firm character, and of 
the auspicious influence of those institutions i^hich govern 
her. 

" The King of France has intimated to the two chambers 
of the le^slature his intentions with respect to Spain. Mine 
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Febnuuty. are already public, and have been delivered in the most 
solemn manner. 

*' Valour, deciaon, constancy, love of national inde- 
pendence, and the conviction^ more deep than ever, of the 
necessity of preserving the Constitutional Code of 181£: 
here are the vigorous answers which a nation ought to give 
to the anti-social principles promulgated in the speech of the 
Most Christian King. 

** The circumstances in which our public interests are 
placed are of a grave character ; but nothing ought to induce 
either my government, or the Cortes, to give ground. My 
firm and constant union with the deputies of the nation will 
be a sure pledge of the success, and of the new days of glory 
which await us. The day of again opening the session of 
Cortes is near. A new field of patriotism is about to offer 
itself to the representadves of the nation, and new motives 
to me to make my sentiments known to the world. 
" Palace, Feb. 19. « Fernando.'' 

The President, after reading the above speech, closed the 
session of the extraordinary Cortes at a quarter past twelve 
o'clock ; and at one o'clock a circular royal decree, counter- 
signed by the Minister of Finance, was sent to all the other 
members of the cabinet, informing them that the king ex- 
onerated them from the offices which they respectively held. 
From the circumstance of Egea's signing the decree, it was 
at first infored that he had separated his interests from those 
of his colleagues. But it was not so. They had all ex^ 
peeted that sudi a decree would be issued, and they agreed 
that the minister who should first receive it should counteiv 
agn and circulate it amongst his colleagues. 

In two or three hours after this event took place, the in- 
telligence of it was known in every part of the capital. I 
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could not perceiTe that it excited any general feeling of Fcimiaiy^ 
alarm. The question every where asked was, who are to be 
'the new ministers? This was a question which nobody 
could answer, as in fact no new ministry was appointed. 

It was observed, however, that about seven o'clock in the 
evening, a collection of between four and five himdred per- 
sons, formed of groups which had come from different 
quarters of the capital, went down in a body to the palace. 
They were followed, or soon after joined, by perhaps as 
many more, who were curious to witness their proceedings. 
The whole found admittance into the square before the 
palace, immediately under the windows of the king's drawing- 
room. Attempts were made to penetrate into the palace, 
but this the guard on duty prevented, and the gates of the 
building were shut. The drums beat to arms ; the. militia 
infantry, and cavalry, were called out ; they formed in an 
uninterrupted line in front of the palace, and they kept the 
crowd at a distance of ten or twelve paces from it. 

From different parts of this crowd I heard a confused 
sound of voices ; some discussed aloud the question of the 
removal of the ministry, reprobating it in acrimonious terms ; 
and others directing their eyes towards the windows of the 
drawing-room cried out, Presencia^ Presencia — the pre- 
sence — that is calling to the king to come out to the balcony. 
This cry they accompanied with others, such as " Viva el 
ministerio r and ** Regencia r " The ministry for ever !" 
■** A Regency T — thus intimating to the king, if he heard 
them, that he must re-appoint the ex-ministry, or submit to 
be deposed by a Regency. These cries were repeated every 
moment by distinct, though unvarying voices, from diiFerent 
parts of the crowd; and sometimes a particular group 
would shout them in chorus, accompanying them with 
execrations and expressions df a seditious character. One 
man, a militiaman, not on duty, stood before the balcony, 
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T^tmuxj. and pointing towards the window, as if the king were there, 
he expressed himself to the following effect : — " Tyrant, it 
is now nine years since you were restored to your throne 
by the valour and generosity of the Spanish people. Where 
is your gratitude ? How have you evinced a sense of the 
foolish love which we bore you? You destroyed our Con- 
stitution as soon as you came amongst us ; and now that it 
has been happily re-established, you have attempted, tiger 
that you are ! to destroy it a second time. Citizens ! is this 
man fit to be our king ?^' " Down with the tyrant." " De- 
pose him from the throne." " Deprive him of his crown !" 
*^ Kill him." " Imprison him in a fortress." These were 
literally some of the answers which he received from a few 
individuals in the crowd. I observed that the person who 
made this speech went afterwards among other groups, and 
endeavoured to excite them in th^ same manner. I observed 
also that by far the greater part of tlie crowd were mere 
spectators who took no part in the proceedings. 

At nine oVlock — ^stiU no ministry was appointed. The 
number in the Palace square was on the decline. A militia 
* officer was going about among the crowd inculcating, with 
as much energy as he could command, this maxim, ^^ that 
he who removed the. ministry would rob Spain also of her 
liberty." There were four or five militia-men unemployed in 
duty, though their uniforms appeared under their cloaks, who 
I plainly saw were making it their business to go about from 
^^oup to group, uttering violent harangues, and calling the 
king un tonto,— an. iiiiotf who was unfit to reign. It was 
industriously circulated that when the ministers asked the 
king to consjent to his removal from Madrid, he abused them 
not only in violent but ungentlemanlike terms ; and that he 
had even descended to make use of a low and ribaldrous 
dialect, which is among the privileges only of the most 
abandoned characters. This I suppose was a report in 
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answer to one which had prevailed in the morning, and Februaiy. 
which imputed the uncourteous terms to the ministers. 

Between nine and ten ©""clock the Ayuntamiento, or mu- 
nicipality, sent a deputation to the king, with a remonstrance 
stating that agitation prevailed in the capital, and calling on 
his majesty in strong terms to restore the ministry. The 
cries of the agitators in the crowd — for by this name I must 
distinguish them from the inactive spectators — acquired by 
by this time fresh vigour, and they loudly threatened the 
king, that unless he- reinstated the ministry, they must have 
a Regency. Regencia! Regencia! was resounded from 
different parts of the crowd by isolated voices. I observed 
a few persons of mean, and I must g.dd of ferocious aspects, 
who carried poniards and swords under their cloaks. The 
council of state was sitting. 

By the time the palace clock struck eleven, the crowd was 
considerably diminished, and was now lessening rapidly. At 
length it became generally known amongst those who 
remained, that the king had agreed to restore the ministry, 
and they dispersed with shouts of triumph. The king had 
signed at a quarter past ten a decree suspending, " for the 
present,^ the effect of the decree which he had issued in the 
morning ; and desiring the ministers to continue the exer- 
cise of their functions. This decree was remitted by com- 
mand of his majesty to the municipality, in order that by 
reaching through that body " to the knowledge of the public, 
trmiquillity might he restored F Thus the king begun this 
important day with signing a speech, eulogizing the Cortes, 
and claiming every confidence for his government ; in a few 
hours after, he dismisses his ministers ; and after leaving the 
country without a government for nine hours, he reappoints 
the same men whom he had so openly disgraced. And he 
re-appoints them only "for the present,'' in order that 
" public tranquillity might be restored :*" thus presenting an 
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'ebruaiy. unequivocal proof to the sovereigns of Europe, and to the 
world, that he was restrained from the free exercise of his 
most undoubted and most important prerogative, by a tu- 
multuary assemblage of the people. 

It was said that in order to work up the king's mind to 
this measure, strong representations were made to him upon 
the agitated state of the capital ; and among other things it 
was insinuated that the people of the lower Barrios, or 
wards of the capital, that is to say, the very lowest order 
of the inhabitants — ^were all arming and preparing to march 
on the palace, and massacre the king and royal family. This, 
it was said, disheartened the king very much, as he was 
under the impression that these classes were all in his 
favour. 

The insinuation as to the arming of these classes was 
without the slightest foundation, as I was confidently as- 
sured by a gentleman who made it his business to inquire 
into the state of these Barrios^ that, to use his expressions, 
" not so much as a mouse was stirring there.''' He had tra- 
versed several parts of the capital during the evening, and 
he stated that they presented no signs whatever of agitation. 
I staid at the palace until a quarter past eleven. In coming 
to my residence I had to traverse Madrid from one end to 
the other, and I can safely say, that in all that distance I ob- 
served, beyond the precincts of the palace, no crowd of 
people, heard no cries, encountered nothing whatever which 
could justify the statement that the capital was disturbed. 
The streets were perfectly quiet. 

The ministry having been thus restored, it was fully 
expected that things had arrived at a crisis at which they 
could not long remain without taking a decisive turn one 
way or the other. It was already well understood that the 
present ministers never had Ferdinand's confidence, but he 
had now proclaimed that openly to the world ; as far as de- 
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pended upon him, he disgraced them ; and yet, in that con- February. 
dition, he' sent them bock to the cabinet. One would be sur- 
prised at the facility with which they accepted office again, 
under such disgusting circumstances, if it was not judged 
that they had some important plan in hand. 

It was generally surmised that in conjunction with the 
permanent die{)utation of Cortes*, they had some obscure 
intentions of preparing the public mind for a Regency. It 
was not at random, or for mere self gratification, that a 
small party of men went to the palace, and endeavoured to 
sow the idea of a Regency in the minds of the crowd 
assembled there. They were evidently hired for the purpose, 
though I thought then, as I think still, that they made no way 
amongst the people. • . 

The day after this scene occurred, I walked down to the 20th. 
royal palace accompanied by a friend, and, after passing 
through it, we proceeded towards the palace of the Cortes, 
where the permanent deputation was then sitting. We were 
attracted to that quarter by some shouts which we heard, and 
on proceeding to the entrance we found it surrounded by an 
assembly of persons about four hundred in number. A 
few were military men ; the rest of the very lowest classes. 
A young woman was elevated on a block of stone that was 
placed near the entrance of the palace of the Cortes, and she 
harangued this mob incessantly. Her stature was short, her, 
face rather strongly, though regularly formed, and she was 
dressed in a plain cotton body, a basquine, or black silk pet-^ 
ticoat, a red cloth shawl, and a black silk mantilla, or veil. 
She was possessed of an amazingly powerful voice, and she 
exerted it in all its force in urging the mob to demand of 
the permanent deputation that it should appoint a Regency 
forthwith. The mob frequently cried out "a Regency,** 
in obedience to her dictates, — ^ We want no king."* " We 

* The permanent deputation sits in the interval of the sessions. 
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Februaiy, want no moderates.^ " We want a Regency, and nothing 
else." Whenever the cries relaxed, the young woman 
renewed her exertions and bade them to cry out for a Re- 
gency, and to stay there all night, until they succeeded. 
She frequently repeated this exhortation, and excited herself 
into such a rage against the king, that she foamed at the 
mouth. One of the guards on duty endeavoOred to reason 
with her, but she attacked him so violently, calling him a 
moderate, and a servile, that he was glad to escape from her. 
She held her pocket handkerchief in her right hand, waving 
it now and then when she saw her dictates obeyed ; and 
strange to say, the mob listened to her as if she were a sibyl. 
Whenever she desired them to cry out, they did so ; when 
she uttered the word " Regencia,"' they echoed her voice. 

During this scene, Galiano, a leading deputy of the 
masonic party, came out from the interior of the palace, 
and as soon as he presented himself a number of persons 
collected around him and addressed some words to him, 
which, on account of the noise, I could not distinctly hear. 
The word Regencia, however, was clearly audible, and 
Galiano, from his manner, according* to my impressions, 
seemed anxious to forward any wishes they expressed upon 
that subject. 

Even in this assemblage, I must observe, ihe number of 
persons who took an active share in the business was limited 
to between twenty and thirty, and these too, with very few 
exceptions, men and women who probably knew not the 
meaning of the demand which they made. This continued 
for some time, when at last a man came out from the interior 
of the palace of the Cortes, and having, stated that he had a 
cominunication to make, the female commander immediately 
desired that he should be heard. She ordered silence and 
attention, in the most peremptory manner, and the man 
delivered himself in the following terms : ** I am," said he. 
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'* the organ of a deputation from the Ayuntamiento, who February. 
have come here to represent to the permanent deputation 
the necessity of assembling the extraordinary Cortes again 
without delay. The deputation have said in answer to us, 
that the ordinary Cortes are to meet on the 1st of March ; 
that even if they had resolved upon it, they could not sum- 
mon the extraordinary Cortes before the S5th of this month, 
and that it would make a difference of only a few days to 
wait for the ordinary Cortes.'^ 

*^ We want a regency,**' uttered some voices in the crowd 
led on by the woman ; " we want a regency, and that 
quickly ; we must have the Cortes immediately, we will not 
wait till the SSth.'' 

. " What do you wish me to do then ?'' asked the man ; 
" is it your desire that I should go back to the Ayuntami- 
ento, and tell them, that you demand that the Extraordinary 
Cortes should be again assembled ?'^ " Yes,'' exclaimed 
the voices, " that is what we wish." " Very well, then,'* 
he replied, " let us go to the Ayuntamiento." 

The mob then proceeded in a body to the Ayuntamiento. 
By going the direct way, they might have arrived at their 
destination in five minutes ; but they chose to take a round, 
in order to pass by the Puerta del Sol (where there is ge- 
nerally a number of people assembled in the afternoon), 
thinking they might swell their numbers by this manoeuvre. 
They went forward, and, as they procq^ded, they frequently 
cried out, " Regencia ! Regencia !" The inhabitants in their 
houses came to their windows to see the mob, which, how- 
ever, even in a narrow street, when the line was extended, 
presented no formidable appearance. I did not observe that, 
in so much as one instance, the persons, male or female, in 
the windows and balconies, answered the cry of " Regencia T 
They laughed, or stared, as if the spectacle were a proof of 
the drunkenness or folly of the persons who composed it. 
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Febniaiy. The female leader accosted every woman and graup of men 
she encountered, inviting them to come to the Ayunta- 
miento to danand a regency. Those she addressed mostly 
laughed at her. She succeeded in getting one or two militia- 
men to follow the procession ; and she took the arms of two 
old women, and forced them with her. The mob thinned 
very materially when they arrived at the Puerta del Sol, and 
when they reached the Ayuntamiento, they did not exceed 
two hundred at the utmost. Here the female leader was 
surrounded by six or seven more women, from fifty to sixty 
years of age, and they assisted her in crying out, with all 
thdr might, " Regencia.**' After some time, one of the 
guard accommodated the heroine of the day with a chair, 
upon which she mounted, and repeated her former harangues 
with a strength of voice and an energy of action quite sur- 
prising. 

While she was resting herself a little from the labours of 
the day, a miUtiaman, who came out from the house of the 
Ayuntamiento, went up to her, and desired her to get up 
and excite the people as much as she could, and told her 
that he was going to the Puerta del Sol for the same pur- 
pose. If he went there, I am pretty confident that he made 
few converts ; and as for the lady, she was invited into the 
house of the Ayuntamiento, whither she went. 

Whether it was that the Ayuntamiento was ashamed of 
appearing to be dictated to by the miserable agitators who 
presented themselves before its house, or that a little re- 
flection taught it to stop short in the course it was pur- 
suing, I know not. But having got the female oratiH* 
into its possession, it su£Pered the idlers abroad to wait 
without any answer to their desire that the Extraordinary 
Cortes should be convoked again, until at last, tiried with 
expectation, they disappeared one by one. So far, therefore, 
the regency manoeuvre failed. 
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There is a public fouDtain before the house of the Ayunta- Februmy. 
miento^ which is ornamen^d by a statue emblematic of the 
country. Another small female figure, of composition^ painted 
a bronze colour, was during the morning placed on the same 
pedestal with the statue, and fastened to it by a cord. The 
figure appeared with the head and arms struck ofi^, and the 
remnants of the limbs were deposited in the cavity of a crown, 
which formed one of the decorations of the pedestal. Can any 
one doubt the purpose of this exhibition ? A single poUce of- 
ficer might have removed it at any time of the day or night, 
and yet it remained untouched for several days. Here was an 
instance of that fear, negligence, or connivance on the part 
of the public authorities of Madrid, which gave an import- 
ance to the tumultuary proceedings of the 19 th and 20th of 
February. To estimate them by their numbers, or the 
description of persons who took part in those transactions, 
would be to say that they were utterly contemptible. But 
when it was seen that the authorities took no measures to 
disperse the mob that was collected under the palace win- 
dows, and that the soldiers on duty there rather encouraged 
than rebuked the persons who were raising treasonable cries 
to the very ears of the king, and the whole royal family ; 
and when it was known that these expressions, in most in- 
stances, proceeded from men, who, under their cloaks, wore 
the uniform of the national militia, it was impossible not to 
attach a character of grave importance to that nocturnal 



When the regency mob was at its highest number, twenty 
cavalry would have dispersed them without the least dif- 
ficulty. It was led on, inspired, and regulated by a foolish, 
perhaps an insane young woman. The very show of a mi- 
litary force, desUned to impede their course, would have put 
them all to flight. Yet were they permitted to move through 
the streets in processional order, uttering expressions of 
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Febroaiy. the most Seditious character. In themselves they were 
despicable; it was the conduct df the authorities which 
stamped their proceedings with a dangerous character. 

Strange to say, the public journals took little notice of 
these extraordinary transactions. The Espectador^ in speak- 
ing of the mob that assembled under the palace windows, 
congratulated the ministry on their popularity, and assured 
its readers that the people ne\& collected together in such 
numbers before — ^never conducted themselves with so much 
order and propriety. Of the numbers I have already spoken. 
If open treason, and personal insults against the king, be 
the proofs of ordef and propriety, the praises of the JEspec- 
tador were justified. When the avowed organ of the mi- 
nisters thus openly sustained the tumultuary interference of 
the people with the most delicate, as well as the most un- 
dojabted branch of tlie king'^s prerogative, it was not sur- 
prising to hear the French ministers talk of the anarchy 
prevailing at Madrid. 

At night a table was laid out^in the middle of the Plaza, 
covered with a white cloth, and illuminated by two torches. 
On this table a petition was exposed for signatures, demanding 
of the Cortes to appoint a regency. It received some names ; 
but at length the political chief, ashamed perhaps of the 
paucity of signatures, took it away, and ordered the table 
and torches to be removed. 

Various were the conjectures and anecdotes; various, 
doubtless, also, the inventions which were afloat respecting 
the intrigues for the removal and reinstatement of the mi- 
nistry. The Freemasons charged the Communeros with 
having formed a coalition with the Serviles, in order to 
eflect the downfall of the government, with the view of pre- 
paring the way for the niodification of the Constitution, 
The Communeros maintained that the king only exercised 
his prerogative in dismissing a ministry incapable of inspiring 
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confidaice in the country, from their want of talent to February, 
sustain the duties of their offices. They moreover alleged, 
that the commotion and the assemblage of a mob under 
the palace windows was caused by the ministers and their 
agents ; and it was even said, that three of the ministers were 
seen in disguise, going among the mob and paying dollars 
and half dollars to those who cried out for their restoration. 

The political chief and the Ayuntamiento were Commu- 
neros ; the militia were ministerial, and the ministers were 
Masons. How can we reconcile this coincidence of plan for 
eflecting two opposite purposes ? The Communeros wished 
the deposition of the ministry, and favoured the public 
treason ; the Masons and militia wished the restoration of 
the ministry, and excited the public treason ; both sought 
their different ends in a momentary anarchy, and the Masons 
gained a victory, which, on account of its means, seemed to 
be the precursor of thdr ruin. 

The accounts from Cadiz represented that important city 
to be also in a state of disorder. The Communeros had been 
recently exerting every means to detach the inhabitants of 
Cadiz from the ministry and its party, and to connect them 
with the sons of Fadilla, or the Communero party. From 
the occurrence of the late discontent, and the height to 
which the inhabitants seemed inclined to carry it, may be 
inferred the extent to which the Communeros succeeded. 
The facts are reducible to a narrow compass. A report was 
spread by the Masons that Cadiz was preparing to declare 
itself independent of the government, and some symptoms 
of sedition having shown themselves, which warned the 
c(»nmandant-general of the province to take the necessary 
precautions, he directed the battalion of San Marcial, which 
was under orders for Cordova, to march into Cadiz. This 
battalion happened to be remarkable as the first which de- 
clared with Riego for the Constitution ; of course it was of 

R 
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Fdhraaiy. the Masonic party, and the Commuiieros of Cadis were in- 
dignant on hearing that the peace of their city was about to 
be intrusted to their political adversaries. On the second 
day of the Carnival the battalion, in effect, inarched into 
Cadiz ; they were badly received, and in the course of the 
two following days some tumults occurred. One party cried 
*^ viva Riego,^ the other ^^ viva Padilla.^ Disputes followed^ 
and contests arose, from this ridiculous cause ; showing how 
unfortunately true it is that men are more iadined todisoover 
reasons for disunion than for harmony, and that they are 
never more prone to do so than when thdr sentiments ap- 
proximate so closely, that the difference between them is in 
form^ not in substance. 



CHAPTER XVI. 

CONTINUATION OF THE NEGOTIATIONS.-^THE MASONS AND 
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KINO. CONCLUSION OF THE NEGOTIATIONS* — REMOVAL 

OF GOVERNMENT. — ^DEPARTURE OF THE KINO. 

There were those who suspected that the recent change Febmary. 
of the Spanish ministry was an event not wholly unforeseen 
by the French government, or foreign to its agency ; and 
that the Count La Garde, on his departure from Madrid, 
was not unapprized of the intentions of the king upon this 
subject. Certain it is, that when the intelligence of that 
event reached Paris, and for several days after, the language 
of the French ministers assumed a colour more pacific than 
had been observed for the preceding three weeks *. They 
»pcke confidently of the continuation of peace if the Spanish 
cabinet were changed; an object which the royal decree, 
restoring the ministers only '' for the present,^ promised 
soon to realize. 

In the meantime, the speech of his majesty on the opening 
of Parliament, and the debates on the address in reply to it, 
w^e eagerly translated into all the Spanish journals; and 
there was scarcely a Spaniard who read them who did not 
believe that sooner or later England would take a part in 
the approaching contest. They were not generally well in- 
formed as to the state and influence of parties in England ; 
and they conceived that those members who objected to 

* Sir C. Stuart'8 despatch, March 6. 
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Febnuuy. neutrality spoke the sentiments of the nation. Mr. Canning 
had already taken every opportunity of impressing upon the 
Spanish government, that if ultimately a war should arise, 
England would remain strictly neutral*. But when the 
first debates in Parliament arrived in Madrid, the speeches 
in both Houses, particularly that of the Eaxl of Liverpool, 
led not only the public, but the government, to hope that 
the policy of the British cabinet had imdergone a change 
. more favourable to th^ wishes and interests of Spain. An 
Englishman could easily perc^ve that the noble earl in that 
speech directed his views rather against France than towards 
Spain ; and that there was no substantial ground in it, upon 
which an impartial reader could found those hopes that 
Spaniards entertained. But that such hopes existed in their 
minds at this period I am convinced, as I had frequent 
opportunities of witnessing them. 

When Sir William A'Court, in obedience to instructions^ 
communicated to M. San Miguel the distinct proportions 
which had proceeded from France, that gentleman observed 
to his excellency, that " the British government was labour- 
ing under a delusion, in supposing any sort of modification 
possible. It would be a much eaaer thing to overturn the 
whole Constitutional system, and to re-establish absolute 
despotism, than to concede even the most insignificant of 
the points which had been mentioned as the most likely to 
conciliate. He was fully aware that England asked no mo- 
difications on her own account. He knew that «he wished 
to preserve to Spain her Constitutional system; that her 
only object in trying to engage Spain to yield upon certain 
points arose from a conviction that if a war did break out, 
she (England) must be sooner or later involved in it herself. 
He knew very well that she would not declare in favour of 

* Mr. Canning's despatch to Sir W. A'Court, Feb. 9. 
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Spain at first ; but nobody could be so blind as not to see, Febmary, 
that, if the war was protracted, and the other powers took 
part in it, England alone could not remain a passive spectator 
of what might be its results*." 

Two days before this conversation between Sir William 
A'Court and M. San Miguel took place, M. de Chateau- 
briand, in an mterview with Sir Charles Stuart, reduced his 
former propositions to these : that the Spanish negotiators 
should engage at a future period to modify their Constitution ; 
and in the meanwhile prove their good faith by restoring 
the king to his physical liberty, and allowing him to frequent ^' 
the country palaces and watering places ; by a general am- 
nesty ; by the establishment of laws to regulate the press, 
and by a change of ministry f . These terms, so widely dif- 
ferent from those which were formerly proposed, were evi- 
dently the result of the energetic representations of the 
British cabinet, seconded, as they were, by the general 
feeling prevailing in Parliament and the country. They 
were rational, and, under the circumstances, as hberal as 
could be expected. They had only one fault, that they were 
propositions from one independent state to another concern- 
ing its interior affairs; and were therefore so vicious in 
principle, that nothing short of a fear of seeing kll Europe 
involved in a new war could have justified a British minister 
in b^g the medium of their communication. 

In the meanwhile the preparations for war were going on U^ 
very slowly oh the part of Spain. The war minister might 
issue orders ; but he could not reduce them to practice with- 
out funds, for which he called in vain upon the minister 
of finance. The capital continued in perfect tranquillity, 
which a single inadent scarcely threatened to disturb, 

• Sir William A'Court's despatch, February 23. 
t Sir Charles Stuart's deifwitcb, February 81. 
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February. A peasant, who, contrai*y to the general custesn of Spa- 
niards, had been indul^ng himself freely with wine, wa« 
passing out of a tavern where he had spent the evening, and 
meeting two or three militiamen, he cried out ^* Muera la 
Constitucion /" — Death to the Constitution ! One of the 
militiamen seeing that he was not perfect master of his 
senses, addressed him in an amicable manner, and toM him 
he would expose himself to danger if he persevered in using 
thosie expressions. The peasant only cried out the louder, 
and the militiamen at length told him they would take him 
to prison. • Upon hearing this menace, the peasant pulled 
out a large knife^ which he had under his doak, and 
flourished it about. One of the soldiers attempted to disarm 
him, but in the struggle the peasant proved the stronger, 
and he inflicted a dangerous wound on his antagonist. By 
this time a crowd was collected around the ccmibatants. The 
^military drew their swords, fell on the unfortunate peasant, 
and after cutting him deeply in several parts of his body, 
they carried him to prison. The wounded soldier was taken 
to the hospitfd. 

Serious appr^nfflons were entertained that the contest of 
intrigue for the offices of government, which, was going on 
between the Masons and the Communeros, would exhiUt 
itself in scenes of open violence. It was more than insinuated 
that the Masons w^e training the ideas of their party 
towards the establishment of a Regency, and were resolved 
fit all hazards to efibct the removal of the king from Madrid. 
Both these objects the Communeros declared they would 
oppose, and thus, after months of mutual complunt, ol 
attempts at conciliation, and of repeated ruptures, these two 
factions at length joined issue. 

The deputation of the province of Madrid, a body whose 
jurisdiction is chiefly conversant with the financial afiairs 
and public works oi the province, was c<»npo6ed of strenuous 
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partbsans of the ministry. During the late evei^ the mu- 
nicipality issued two or three proclamations which were 
framed in terms calculated to flatter the people of Madrid, 
and to inculcate the preservation of puUic order. At the 
same time, the provincial deputation presented an address to 
the king, remonstrating against the conditional reinstate- 
ment of the ministry, and demanding that it should be 
absolute* ^^ The clause otjbr the present (they said) which 
has been inserted in the decree of rdnstatement, perhaps, 
unintentionally, has been a new motive for inspuing distrust 
and fresh apprehension that to-morrow, or on some other 
oocaeion moi« convenient, and not less critical, your majesty 
will repeat your first decree, and leave the nation in a state 
of (Mrphanage and weakness {Mreyudicial to the sacred cause 
of liberty and indepaidence. Your majesty knows all the 
influence of these words whoi the great interests of the state 
Bxe in question, and when each individual looks upon him* 
self, his oaths, and his engagements. The passions aj?e 
immensely. inflamed with the perspective of those dangers 
which threaten to overwhelm the country ; they believe that 
your mafesty does not proceed with that sincerity which this 
magnanimous and generous nation deserves; they believe 
iftat your majesty does not walk frankly in the Con^u* 
tional path ; they believe that the only object is to cause 
them to slumber, in order that die favourers of deq)otism 
may triumph : they believe that your mafesty is serving only 
as an instrument in the lumds of the enemies of the system 
in order to reestablish absolute pffwer and the Inquisition ^ 
and they believe, injtnep ihat these evUs call imperiouslyjbr 
a remedy sufficient to prevent their recurrence. 

This <^ sufficient remedy^ was interpreted to mean nothing 
more or less than a Regeicy ; and in consequence of this and 
other similar menaces, the CcMumuneros sent a dqfmtation to 
the king, consisting of a superior officer, a curate of Madrid, 35dk 
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F^bnuiy* and one of the militia, to assure his majesty that all the 
members of their association were resolved to defend the 
Constitutional throne and the person of the king with th^ 
arms and lives. At the same time the deputation informed 
him that a design was on foot to bring about a new revolu- 
tion on the 1st of March, -for the purpose of declaring his 
majesty incapable of reigning, and of appointing a Regency ; 
but that the Communeros, who numba*ed above forty-five 
thousand members, were on the alert, and they promised his 
majesty that this design would be frustrated. 

Since the events of the 19th of February, the council of 
state was much employed in forming a new ministry. Over- 
28th. tures were made to Martinez de la Rosa, the leading member 
of the ministry, which was obliged to resign, in consequence 
of the events of the 7th of July. He was sent for twice by 
the king, but knowing that the object of these messages^ was 
to oflFer him the ministry, he declined presenting himself to 
his majesty, assuring his majesty at the same time, that he 
might dispose of his life in any manner he thought fit, but 
that he was firmly resolved, under existing circumstances, to 
take no part in the government of the country. Martinez 
de la Rosa is one of the ablest men of whom Spain can boast. 
Considering, however, that his ministry went out of office in 
consequence of its bdng declared by the Cortes that they 
had lost their moral influence, it is a proof of his wisdom 
that he refused at this time to return to power. The least 
misfortune in public affairs would have raised a fresh 
clamour against him, which be could not resist. 
. At length, on the eve of the opening of the ordinary 
Cortes, the council of state sent a list to his majesty con- 
taining the following nominations: Don Alyaro Florez 
Estrada, state (foreign affairs); Don Antonio Diaz- del 
Moral, interior and, ad interim, Ultramar; Don Jose 
Jlomai, miuine ; Don Jose Torrijos, war; Don Jose Zor- 
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raquin, grace and justice; Don Lorenzo Calvos de Rozas, Fd^niny. 
finance. 

Florez Estrada is known m England as the author of 
two pamphlets, one on the Revolution of South America, 
and the other a letter which he addressed to the king on the 
Revolution of 1814. Both these works have been translated 
into English, and have been well received. He was a refugee 
for eight years in England, and received, as well as the other 
liberal refugees of that ^riod, a handsome p^n^on from 
our government He was formerly one of the richest pro* 
prietors in Spain; his chief revenues were derived from 
extensive iron mines which he possessed in the province of 
Asturias. He had also been Intendant of several provinces. 
In the last war he performed distinguished services to his 
country, and when the government retired to Cadiz, he was 
one of the most ardent propagators of liberal opinions* He 
was a deputy of Cortes in 1820 and 18S1, and gave inde- 
pendent votes. He is now about sixty years of age, pos- 
sesses considerable experience in political affairs, is well- 
informed with respect to the different cabinets of Europe, 
and to unaffected manners, adds a stock of sound sense. 
He has a great admiration for English Institutions, and it is 
well known that he did not consider the Spanish Constitu- 
tion as a model of perfection. 

Diaz del Moral, who was nominated to the interior, and, 
ad interimj to the department of Ultramar, is of a noble 
family of Granada, and for several years he acted in that 
city as secretary in the chancery. Desirous to extend the 
circle of his information, he went to court in 1805, and 
formed connexions with some of the most distinguished 
men of that epoch. When the ordinary Cortes were in- 
stalled in Cadiz, he was named deputy for Granada, and he 
declared himself energetically for the most exalted party. 
When Ferdinand returned, in 1814; Diaz del Moral fled to 



950 THE ORDINARY CORTES. 

Harch.^ foreign oouotriev, and spent the ensuing rix years between 
London and Paris. He was a deputy in the Cortes of 1820 
and 1831, and constandy voted against the ministry of Ar- 
guelles. He was director of the Credito Publico when he 
was nominated nunistar. He is said to be a man of unsullied 
integrity, of clear, rather than copious ideas on political 
affiurs> and was reputed to be a Communero* 

Zorraquin was formerly an advocate, and afterwards 
attorney-general to the council of Castile. It is not said 
that in either capacity he acquired much reputation* He 
was also a deputy of the Cortes in Cadiz, wh^e he con- 
nected himsdf intimately with the party of Count To.- 
reno^ Calatrava, and others. He bad been appcMnted 
fiscal of the supreme tribunal when he was called to the 
ministry* 

Torrijos is a field-marshal : a young man, and one of the 
most exalted of the Communeros. 

Homai and Cairos de Rozas were not much known. 
1st. The sesfldon of the cnrdinary Cortes was opened on the 1st 

of March with a speech which was read by the premdent, 
in ccmsequence of the absence of his majesty through in* 
dispositicHi. It was framed in very gaieral terms, except 
towards the conclunon, where his majesty was made to say: 
<< For my part, I agidn offer the National Congress to co- 
(^rate by my efforts towards realizing the hopes enter- 
tained by the friends of the liberal institutions of Spain, by 
putting in execution all the means in my power to repel 
force by force. My seasonable removal, and that of the 
Cortes, to a place less ex{k)secl to the influence of mili- 
tary operations, must paralyze the plans of the enemy, and 
avoid the suspension of the influence of active government, 
which ought to be ccnnmunieated to every comar of the 
monarchy.*^ 

The same day the king accepted the resignatiras of the 
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ministers, enjoining them to read thar respective memorials Manfa. 
to Cortes before quittii]^ office ; and he appointed the above 
named gentlemen as their successors. When the day ar- 
rived, on which the ministers were to read their memcMials^ 
the C(»*tes5 on the motion of Senor Canga, postponed die 
performance of that duty; and thus by a sort o;f piprlia- 
mentary manosuvre, the newly-appointed ministers were 
prevented from Altering on their functions, whilst it could 
scarcely be said that those who still occupied the govern- 
ment were legally authorised to discharge its functions* 
In this ffltuation of things, Florez Estrada, and all hb 
colleagues except Torrijos, sent in their reidgnations, but 
the king would not accept that of Estrada, and he filled up 
the other vacancies from time to time. The object of the 
king in persevering upon this point witii so much obstinacy 
was evidently to make it manifest to all the world, that the 
Cortes had it in their power indirectiy to suspend the most 
impcHiBnt of his few prerogatives, and that possessing that 
power, they exercised it at a moment when, of all otiiers, 
their proceedings were most jealously watched. 

They next insdsted that the king should name the jdaoe 
to which the government should be removed, and hb ma« 
jesty fixed aa Seville ; but no day was yet settled tot the 
departure of the royal family, and there is no doubt that 
every member of that family wished that day to be deferred 
as long as possible. With this view it was represented by 
his majesty^s physicians that his gout became progreanvely 
worse, and they went so fiu* as to state, that he could not 
undertake a journey without exporing his life to imminent 
danger. Official reports of the king's health were com- 
municated daily to Cortes by ministers, who at first seemed 
disposed rather to exaggerate than conceal the extent of his 
affliction. It was impossible to mistake th^ object Senor 
Rico said in open Cortes, that there was a conspiracy on foot 



252 CONDItCT OP THE KING. 

March, against the liberties of the country, that he firmly believed 
the centre of it was in the palace, and that the time had 
arrived when they ought to declare the king physically im- 
potent. Not one member of Cortes rose up tb censure the 
expression of this opinion, from whence it must inevitably 
be concluded, that though they were not uttered, similar 
sentiments were very generally prevalent amongst the de- 
puties, and consequendy amongst the ministers. 

Indeed, besides the deputies and ministers, there were not 
a few who thought that, in the whole tenor of his late con- 
duct, the king exhibited a strange infirmity and inconsistency 
of purpose. In his interview with Bertrand de Lis, he de- 
scribed the intention of his Ministers, in removing him from 
Madrid, as having a double and a sinister object; yet, in a 
few days after he directed a speech to be transmitted in his 
name to Cortes, in which he said that his removal and that 
of the Cortes were essential to the safety of the country. 
He was deeply irritated against the ministers, and he dis- 
missed them. Trembling, or afiecting to tremble, at the 
miserable clamour that was raised under his windows, he 
restored those ministers ; and as soon as his speech to the 
ordinary Cortes was read,^ he dismissed them again, by a 
decree, in which he said that they had complied with all their 
duties, and that he had every reason to be grateful to them 
for their services. Why then dismiss them ? Was this not 
putting himself forward as a capricious, if not a culpable 
monarch, who.would reward services of such acknowledged 
value by putting an end to them, at the very moment when 
they were most indispensable ? 

I am afraid that if the kingly ofiice depended, or ought 
to depend, on the merits and capacity of the person whcmi 
the fortune of birth destines to exercise it, the exaltados g£ 
Spain would find several reasons for transferring the sceptre 
from the hands of Ferdinand VII. A pride ot mind that 
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deemed the country, and all that inhabited it, created for Much* 
his special use, and an imbecility of resolution that would be 
scarcely excusable in a boy, seemed hkely to lead him into 
the mo^t perilous embarrassments. 

A few days after the opening of Cortes, M. San Miguel dth. 
surprised Sb William A'^Court, by asking him what were 
the precise conditions required by France, in case any ques- 
tions should be put to him in Cortes. Sir William A'Court 
repeated to him the first conditions stated in Sir Charles 
Stuart's despatch of the 10th of February, and those miti- 
gated ones contained in the same ambassador's despatch of the 
SlstFebruary. According to San MiguePs request, an extract 
from the former despatch was sent to him. He observed 
that he should say nothing upon the subject, unless called 
upon by the Cortes ; and that if any negotiations were entered 
into, " he would not be the person to n^otiate."" No explana- 
tion was ever given of this singular conversation, though 
it would lead to an inference, that, at that period, something 
was in agitation amongst the leading members in Cortes 
favourable to the hope that negotiations would be entered 
into. But whatever expectations were formed upon this 
point by the British minister, they were all put an end to iitli. 
very soon after, by a verbal or written declaration from M. 
San Miguel, that the Spanish government would not nego- 
tiate with France upon a basis which would seem to admit 
her pretensions to interfere in the internal affairs of Ji/^ 
Peninsula*. ^ 

In the meantime, the indisposition of his Majesty was 
again represented by his physicians as incapacitating him for 
undertaking a journey. The ministers, however, having 
probably found that their regency plan was not likely to 
succeed, felt it no longer necessary to support these exag^ 

* Sir Wm. A'Court's despatehes^ March 9 and 11. 
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Mardi. gerationfl^ and four new phyndans were called in, three ci 
whom were of opinion, that the exerdae of travelling would 
tend to alleviate his majesty^s disease. 
^2th. Senor Galiano moved the Cortes, that the certificates of 
the different jdiysicians should be referred to a spedal com- 
mission, in order to provide measures for facilitating the 
removal of the king, in a manner compatible with his ma- 
jesty'^s health. 
13th. Upon the repcni; of this commission, it was agreed that a 
deputation should be sent to the king, to request his majesty 
to fix some day before the 18th for his removal from Madrid, 
in compliance with the decree already passed, as well as the 
declaration contained in his majesty^s speech on the opening 
of the Cortes. 

The answer which the king gave to this deputation was, 
that he would be ready to leave Madrid (m the 17th, if dr- 
cumstanees should render it necessary; but if the Cortes 
Aould not think that any imperative necessity arose before 
the 90th, he would be glad if his departure could be deferred 
to that day. He added, that if, however, an oocaiaon should 
arise which should render his departure expedient, he would 
be ready to go on any day, even before the 17th. 

The Cortes signified their diqxMUtion to accommodate their 
wishes to those of his majesty ; and accordingly the £Oth 
was'fixed for the departure of the government, keeping it in 
'^j^, that if urgent circumstances should oecur, that de- 
parture woul^ be accelerated. 

Intdligence of the entry of the French wkhin die Spanish 
frontier was expected every day* The district, including 
Madrid^ was declared in a state of war, and Count Abisbal, 
who acquired the commandancy-general of the district by 
his services in pursuing Bessieres, was named also pcditical 
chief of the province. 

A proclamation, without any date or signature, the object 
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of which was to pomt out to the inbahitants of Madrid the Mudu 
serious injuries they would saSest ftoni the removal of the 
government, was circulated through the capital, for the pur- 
pose, no doubt, of ^citing resistance against that measure. 
But it produced no effect. The inhabitants, generally, ad- 
opted the propriety of the removal, although they knew . 
they must suffer by it in their different interests. Divisions, 
brought about by the masonic agents, arose in the society 
of the Communeros, which effectually frustrated the plans 
which some of its members had conceived for opposing the 
journey of the king. 

It was doubted whether the tieasury could obtain suf- 
ficient funds within the time appointed, to effect this im- 
portant object It was confidently stated that, in order to 
procure supplies, the gov^moient had recourse to proceed- 
ings of an extraordinary character: that they were obliged 
to melt down the king^s plate; and that they seiised on all 
the dq)0flats of money which were in the hands of the junta 
of ** public credit,** pledging the treasury, of course, in both 
instances, to refund. This was not all. There is a society 
of sheep-owners establkhed in Madt-id whose interests are 
managed by a committee for the general benefit. Theflocks 
are sent every year to pasture in Estresnadura \ and when 
the season comes, they are removed to thendghboarhoDd of 
Segovia and shorn. This society is called the Mesta, whidi 
literally means a code of regulations for the government of 
i^ricultural or pastoral transactionB. The Mesta had a de« 
posit with its banker s in Madrid of about a hundred thousand 
dollars. The Minister of the Interior sent an order to the 
bankers to deliver this deposit to officers, whom he named, 
upon the faidi that the whole amount, together with the im 
terest, should be fe-paid. The chest in whidi the money was 
depodted had three locks, and only one of the keys was in 
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Maidi. Madrid. The minister ordered the officers to bring. away 
the chest itself^ which accordingly was done. 

By these and other means, the government succeeded in 
collecting a sum sufficient for the expenses of the journey ; 
and it was finally arranged that the king and royal family 
^ should leave Madrid at eight o^cIock on the morning of t^ 
SOth, and travel by short stages to Seville. Although this 
arrangement was generally known, the concourse of spec- 

20di. tators on that mornings in the square of the palace, was far 
from being numerous. But there was a considerable crowd 
at the gate of Toledo, which leads directly to the Andaluaan 
road, and through which it was generally understood the 
cavalcade would pass. This belief was confirmed by the 
guards, who attended at the gate from an early hour. 
Amongst the crowd there were, pf course, persons of a 
thousand different sentiments, but all seemed dejected. 
They were •mostly pf the class of artists, tradesmen, shop- 
keepers, lodging-house keepers, . and of those citizens who 
were likely to suffer severely in their different individual in- 
terests by the removal of the government. Several, also, of 
the families of those of the local militia, who volunteered to 
go with the king to Seville, were present to take a final fare- 
well of their husbands, fathers, and other relatives, as they 
passed through the gate to join the escort which was stationed 
at some distance on the road. 

In front of the palace, which looks toward, the country, > 
there is a private road appropriated solely to the use oi the 
royal family, which opens, at a short distance from the palace, 
on the public way. At a quarter before eight the king and 
queen were removed from the palace in sedan chairs through 
the private road to the gate, which opened to the high road, 
where their carriage was waiting. . The rest of the royal 
fsBunily followed in the same direction, their carriages being 
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also in waiting. A slight escorc was stationed at the gate ; Mneiu 
the main body, conidsting of about 4,000 men, infantiy and 
cavahy, was stationed on the road leading to Andalusia. 
They then drove rapidly round to the Andaluidan road, 
attended by the great officers of state, and thus avoided 
passing through the gate of Toledo, where die crowd waited , 

until nine o'^clock, when they were informed that the king 
had left Madrid an hour before, and they dispersed quietiy, 
though evidentiy disappointed* 
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THE ESCURIAL. 



March. ' I HAD agreed with some friends to make a visit to the 
Escurial, which is seven leagues from Madrid. But it was 
so dii&cult to produce an agreement between all, as to the 
day and the mode of travelling, that I resolved to wait no 
22d. longer. Accordingly I hired a horse and rode thither alone, 
though I was told that in doing so I encountered no trifling 
risk, as numberless murders and robberies had been perpe- 
trated in that direction. The road, for the first three leagues 
after leaving Madrid, is. wholly uninteresting, as it leads 
through a fiat and desolate country. But after measuring 
that distance, you ascend a high mountain, from the top of 
which you have for the first time a view of. the Escurial. 
Having crossed the ridge, you descend into a basin, sur- 
rounded on all sides by hills or mountains of the wildest 
aspect. The Guadarama, at some distance on the right, 
was covered with snow : the Sierras, between two of which 
stands the Escurial, were also mantled in snow, and black 
dense clouds were brooding upon their ridges. The basin 
or valley, covered with large stones and brushwood, offers 
so few signs of human ' cultivation, that it would almost 
seem as if man had never trod in it^ It looks like the valley 
of death. 

I instinctively stopped when I found myself alone in this 
desolate place ; and on looking around- 1 observed a peasant 
on the top of the mountain which I had just passed, hasten- 
ing along the ridge. As soon as he perceived that I stopped, 
he lay down, as if for the purpose of concealing himself from 
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my view. He was dressed in a cloak and large hat^ and Much. 
my busy imaginadon led me to think that his appearance, 
his hurried step, a certain perturbation in his look, his being 
alone, and his deare not to be seen, were not indications of 
a character altogether pastoral. I rode on a little way, not 
seeming to pay any attention to his movements; and on 
looking baek, I observed him on another part of the moun- 
tain, anxiously looking about as if waiting for some person, 
and now and then fixing his eyes upon that part of the road 
where I was. He again lay down, and uttered a low pro« 
k>nged call, which I naturally thought might be for some 
assistance, as I was evidently the object of his attention. 
After doing so, he rose and ran round the brow of the 
mountain towards a point of the road where, if he arrived 
in time, he might have intercepted me. But I put spyrs to 
my horse, and left him so far behind that he gave up the 
pursuit, and returned manifestly disappointed. The only 
other, sign of man which I saw in this wild and mournful 
valley was a rude hut, thrown up by a party of charcoal 
biuners, who had been recently engaged in charring brush-' 
wood. A round black spot near the hut indicated the nature 
of their operations. 

As I approached the Escurial, the rood improved ; and 
on entering the first gate, which is about a league from the 
palace, I observed that a great deal of pains were taken to 
render the land on either side worthy of being included in 
the royal demesne. It is, however, so marshy and rocky, that 
it produces scarcely any thing but stunted trees. The beau- 
tiful and " sacred'' bird, the stork, loves these scenes, |md he 
may be often observed stalking amongst them in conscious 
security, and in all the pride of his snow-white plumage and 
long comelian-colo\u*ed bill. It was quite a relief to me 
to meet a monk, dressed in a coarse dark grey habit, and 
large black hat, with the leaf so wide that both sides met 

sS 



260 THE ESCURIAL. 

March, when turned, as they always are, oyer the crown, amblmg 
quietly along upon a donkey, with a small bag of flour 
placed before him. His " buenos dias,^' " good morning,'* 
connected me once more with stirring life, and I hastened 
forward to the conclusion of my journey. 

When I left Madrid, the morning was fine and warm, 
but here the atmosphere was chill, the blasts from the Gua^ 
darama piercingly cold. At the same time it began to rain 
in torrents, and vivid flashes of lightning burst from the 
clouds that hooded the ridges of the mountains, which 
were followed by hoarse and abrupt peals of thunder. I 
was wet to the s^in, and was glad, at length, to find shelter 
in a posada in the village of Escurial, close by the palace. 

After drying myself a little, I was conducted by a sort of 
guide to the convent, where he presented me to Padre Mi- 
guel, the monk who has the office of showing the curiosities 
of the place. He led me through the whole building ; and, 
though his descriptions, from having been repeated so often, 
partook of the routine character of an exhibitor, and though, 
from loilg familiarity, he hastened through objects which I 
would have wished to contemplate a little longer, yet I was 
highly gratified, and more than repaid for my journey. 

The edifice, popularly called " The Escurial,'' consists of 
a palace and a convent. But the title of palace belongs, in 
truth, more to the convent than to that part of the building 
which Is appropriated to the royal residence. It unites a 
regal costliness and design with religious gloom : it is an 
abode fit for a kingly monk, who wished to withdraw occa- 
sionally from the cares of the throne, and to relieve or re- 
strain the projects of an ambitious mind, by the sohtude^of. 
the cloister and the afiecting ceremonies of religion. To 
such an establishment a number of monks was necessary, in„ 
order that the hood and habit might ^ve a character to the 
scene — ^that the royal solitary might have opportunities of 
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observing them move through the cloisters ; that the high MardC 
altar might be decorously served, the processions fully at- 
tended, the hymns and psalms chanted by an adequate 
choir, with the assistance of organs ; and that the matin and 
vesper bells might soothe his wearied spirit. 

Such a king was the founder of this royal monastery, 
Philip the Second, who dedicated it to St. Lorenzo, in con- 
sequence of a particular devotion which he paid to that 
martyr, and of his success in the memorable battle of St. 
Quintin against the French arms on the 10th of August, 
1567, the festival of St. Lorenzo's martyrdom* In the plan 
of the convent that of a Pantheon was included, in pursuance 
of the will of the Emperor, Charles V., in which his remains, 
and those of the Empress, were deposited, in order that fre- 
quent masses might be said over their tombs for the repose 
of their souls. The edifice was begun in 1663 and finished 
in 1684. It stands in an elevated situation, between the de- 
clivities of two mountains which divide the two Castilles, and 
forms a rectangular parallelogram, measuring, from north to 
south, seven hundred and forty-four feet, and froin east to 
west, five hundred and eighty. Its elevation is in due pro- 
portion : it is built chiefly of granite in the Doric order, the 
roofs covered with slates or lead, with the exception of the 
roof of the temple, which is of granite. The towers, domes, 
spires, gates, doors, and windows, are constructed with an 
uniformity which, upon the first view of the Escurial, gives 
it rather a heavy appearance* Its plan is in imitation of a 
gridiron, in reference to the torture suffered on that utensil 
by the martyr to whom the convent is dedicated. The royal 
residence forms the handle, and the feet are designated by 
the four towers in the corners of the edifice. 

The original architect, Juan Bautista, avoided placing the 
four fagades directly opposite the four points of the com- 
pass, in order to protect the building from the four cardinal 
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Mardi. winds, which of all others are the strongest, and particularly 
80 in this situation. The principal front, in which is the 
general entrance, lo<)ks towards the west. Over the gate is 
a statue of St. Lorenzo, vested as a deacon, and holding a 
book in his left hand, and in his right a gridiron of fflt 
bronze. The whole building consists of three principal 
parts : the first, which occupies the whole diameter of the 
parallelogram from west to east, comprehends the grand 
entrance, the patio or square of the kings, as it is called, 
and the temple: the second comprises the southern side, 
which is divided into four cloisters, and contains the cells of 
the conventual monks, and is therefore more particularly 
called the convent. The third part corresponds with the 
northern side, and is appropriated to the palace and two 
colleges. 

On entering by the great western gate, the visitor finds 
himself in the square of the kings, so called from six statues 
of scriptural kings, which are in front of the temple. They 
are at least twice as large as life ; and it is a curious circum- 
stance, that the six statues, as well as that of St. Lorenzo, 
already mentioned, were cut out of the same block of stone. 
It is more curious still, that as much of the block yet re- 
mains as would furnish materials for seven more statues 
equally large. 

Beneath these statues is the principal entrance to the 
temple, which is a very noble building, and impresses the 
mind with a stronger feeling of religious solemnity and awe 
than any sacred edifice I have ever seen. It consists of 
three aisles. In the middle aisle, over the principal entrance, 
is the choir, which looks towards the high altar ; and at the 
sides are several small chapels. The roof is vaulted, and 
there are eight compartments of it exquisitely painted in 
fresco by Lucas Jordan. The most interesting subjects oS 
these paintings are the conception ; the birth of Christ and 
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adoration of the angels, and the prediction of the mysteries March. 
of our redemption by the four sibyls. The floor is formed 
of squares of white and grey marble, alternately arranged. 
The whole building ^is three hundred and twenty feet long 
by two hundred and thirty feet wide : the height in pro- 
portion. It is constructed of the best granite, and in the 
Doric order. 

The aspect of the great altar, which is at the eastern side 
of the temple^ is extremely imposipg. It is ascended by 
nineteen steps of -red- veined jasper marble, which elevate it to 
a majestic hdight The altar-piece is composed of eighteen 
columns of red or green jasper, in the intervals between 
which are fifteen bronze statues gilt in fire, together with 
eight large and original paintings. The bases and capitals 
of the columns are of gilt bronze, and they form four com- 
partments, which are in the four different orders of archi- 
tpcture — the Doric, Ionic, Corinthian, and compound. Be- 
hind the great altar is the sacrarium, where the tabernacle is 
placed. This chamber is equivalent to the sanctum sancto- 
rum of the Jewish temples, and is perfectly superb. The 
steps leading to the altar, on which the tabernacle reposes, 
are formed of jasper inUud with white marble. The walls 
are painted in fresco with scriptural subjects, analogous to 
the ministry of the place — such as the Israelites gathering 
the manna, and the last supper. The custodia, which is 
now deposited there, is a small temple of gilt wood. The 
precious tabernacle, which formerly belonged to it, was 
taken away and broken up by the French. It enclosed a 
small custodia, which was ornamented with a profusion of 
gold and precious stones. 

At each side of the great altar in the Temple are oratories 
for the king, and other members of the royal family. Over 
these oratories are two small and curious chapels ; in each 
of which are five figures larger than life, of bronze gilt in 
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Maich. fire^ which are said to be good resemblances of the royal 
personages whom they represent. The prindpal figure in 
the chapel, on the gospel side of the altar , is that of Charles V, 
in an imperial mantle, with his head uncovered. He is on his 
knees, his face turned towards the great altar, and his hands 
joined in the attitude of prayer. On his right-hand is the 
Empress Isabel; behind, his daughter Maria, also in aa 
imperial mantle; and in order after her are Eleanora and 
Maria, sisters of the emperor. On the wall of this chapel 
there are several inscriptions, among them the following: 
^^ Hunc locum si quis posterorum.Caroli V. habitam glo^ 
riam rerum gestarum splendore superaveris, ipse solus oc« 
cupato, cseteri reverenter abstinete." — " If any of the pos- 
terity of Charles V. exceed in splendour the wonted glory of 
his achievements, do you alone occupy this place ; all others 
reverently keep away." — In the chapel on the epistle side are 
figures of Philip II. ; his fourth and last wife Ana ; on hia 
right-hand, behind her, his third wife Isabel ; on her right 
his first wife Maria, Princess of Portugal, and her son Don 
Carlos behind her : all in the same material and attitudes^ as 
those on the opposite ^de. The Temple is decorated with 
forty paintings, including those o£ the great altar, by dif- 
ferent masters. 

When I entered the Temple, a few voices were engaged 
in sin^ng the Litany of the Virgin ; a simple and beautiful 
composition, in which the higher reeds of the organ were 
introduced occasionally with a charming efiect^ I stood 
listening to it with d_elight ; and could not help acknow- 
ledging how innocently, and, I nught add, how tastefully 
those voices were emj^loyed, in comparison with that in- 
triguing and busy capital which I had so lately left. They 
appealed to the Virgin, as the " health of the weak,'' and 
** the comfprtress of the afflicted,'' to pray for them. They 
bailed her as the '^ amiable and undefiled mother of the 
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Redeemer,^ as " the mirror of justice,'^ the *' seat of wis- MaidL 
dom,'' the " mystical roscj^ and the " star of morning," by 
every name of tenderness and purity, to shield them with 
her mediation. 

From the Temple Padre Miguel conducted me to the 
Pantheon, which is immediately under the great altar. We 
entered by a door of rich wood, and after descending a flight 
of twenty-five steps, we came to a landing-place, where is 
found the entrance to the principal staircase of the Pantheon. 
Over the door is a slab of black Italian marble, upon which 
is an inscription in letters of gilt bronze, importing that the 
vault is sacred to the mortal remains of the Catholic Kings, 
that it was directed to be constructed by Charles V., planned 
by Philip II., begun by Philip III., and finished by Philip 
IV. Over this marble, at each side, is a bronze figure of 
Italian workmanship ; that on the right represents human 
nature as perished, in signification of which a crown is falling 
from her head, and a sceptre from her hand, and on a small 
tablet is written, Natura occidit. The other figure is Hope, 
signified by the inscription, Exaltat spes^ and a torch of 
bronze. Pas^g through this superb entrance, we de- 
scended by a staircase of thirty-four marble steps, the land- 
ing-place, roof, and sides, cased with jasper marble highly 
polished, and hung with two massive bronze ^t cande- 
labrasl The Pantheon, where the remains are deposited, 
is a circular vault of thirty-fidx feet diameter by thirty* 
eight feet jn hdght The materials of which the Pantheon 
and chapel adjoining it are formed are jasper and other 
marble of fine polish, filled with ornaments of ^t bronze, in 
the compo^te order of architecture ; and in all their parts 
the greatest uniformity and sjrmmetry are observed. In the 
sides of the Pantheon, to which but a very feeble light is 
admitted, are twenty-six niches, in which are deposited as 
many sepulchral urns of black marble, with bronze gilt 
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March, mouldings, supported on lions^ daws of bronze ; and in the 
front of each is a bronze gilt plate, on which are inscribed 
the name and titles of the persons whose remains it encloses. 
The relics mouldering here are those of the Emperor Charles 
¥•, of Philip II., Philip IV., Charles II., Luis I., Charles 
III., Charles IV., the Empress Isabel, Ana, fourth wife oi 
Philip II., Margarita, only wife of Philip III., Isabel of 
Bourbon, first wife of Pliilip IV., Maria Ana of Austria, 
second wife of Philip IV,, Maria Luisa of Savoy, first wife 
of Philip v., Maria Amalia of Saxony, only wife of Charles 
III., Maria Luisa of Bourbon, only wife of Charles IV. 
In this principal Pantheon only crowned kings are interred, 
and such queens as continued the succession. The other 
queens, together with the princes and princesses, are de- 
' posited in another less splendid and more crowded vault, 
which is called the Pantheon of the Infantes. 

It is not unworthy of remark, that although the construc- 
tion of a sepulchral chamber for the remains of his august 
progenitor, his own, and those of other kings his successors, 
was one of the principal objects which induced Philip II. to 
build the Escurial, yet he gave his attention chiefly to the 
monastery. The original vault which he had constructed 
was a small one of common stone, without light or ornament, 
with a dark, narrow, winding staircase. This defect he ac- 
knowledged when he said, that ^< he had raised a habitation 
for God, and that his son might, if he wished, make one for 
his bones and those of his fathers.^ Such a splendid burial- 
place as this of the Escurial is, however, ill calculated to in* 
culcate veneration or respect for those departed monarchs 
whose relics it contains. There is a palpable inconsistency 
between the solidity, beauty, and gilding of the materials 
without, and those frail, deformed, and wasted bones which 
no earthly power can re-animate. ^ No human vanity can be 
more pitiable than that of seeking to give an eternity of 
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preservation to particles pf dust, which were put into order March, 
and sjnnmetry only for the fleeting purposes of this life. 

From the Pandieon we asoended to the principal library, 
which is situated over the porch in the ^square of the kings, 
and occupies a great extent on that side of the building. 
The floor is of white and grey marble, and the ceiling is ad- 
mirably painted in fresco with subjects analogous to the 
place. In one compartment Philosoj^y is showing the ter- 
raqueous globe to Socrates, Plato, Ari^ode, and Seneca, all 
in colossal figures ; and below the cornice is the school of 
Atenas, divided into the two sects of Stoics and Academics. 
In another. Grammar enthroned on clouds, surrounded by 
children with books and papers in their hands, presents to 
them a wreath of flowers to excite emulation. Beneath the 
cornice the sons of Noah are seen building the tower of 
Babel, where God confounded their language, and gave 
them diflerent dialects ; and on the opposite side is repre- 
sented the first school that was ever formed in the world, as 
far as we know, in which, by order of Nebuchodonosor, the 
Israelite and Chaldean boys were collected, in order to learn 
the Babylonian idiom, and other sciences. A third com- 
partment is assigned to Rhetoric, in which are introduced 
Isocrates, Demosthenes, Cicero, and Quintilian. Ciceax) is 
pleading for Rabirius, accused of treason, and the painting 
r^resents the emotions which his eloquence kindles in the 
hearts of the judges, and the liberation of the pri^onor. 
Arithmetic, dialectics, music, geometry, astronomy, and 
theology, have each their separate compartments, and the 
tout ensemble is magnificent Along the middle of the room 
are ranged seven tables, two of porphyry, and the other five of 
marble, which sustain spheres, terrestrial and celestial globes, 
according to different systems. The book-cases are ranged 
on both sides, between the windows, and contain printed books 
in all languages. They arc mostly bound in parchm^t; 
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March, upon their edges, which ajre all'gilt^ the Utles are written, and 
for this reason, as well as for that of aiabling the hbrarian 
to take them out and put th^n in agun with greater facility, 
the books are placed with the edges outwards. Amongst the 
curiosities of this library is preserved with much care a 
large folio volume, in which the four Gospels, and certain 
productions of the holy fathers, are written in letters of 
gold. It was commenced by direction of the Emperor Con- 
rad, and finished in the time of his son, Henry II., and is, 
therefore, at least seven hundred and eighty years old; yet 
the letters appear as fresh as if they were recently executed. 
The pages are beautifully illuminated. Another curious 
volume is also shown, which contains the Apocalypse ex- 
quisitely written. At the be^nning of each chapter there 
is an illuminated representation of its contents. 

Over this library there is another apartment equally exten- 
sive, which is chiefly appropriated to manuscripts in Hebrew, 
Greek, Arabic, Latin, and oilier languages. Amongst these are 
several very ancient Bibles in different languages, particularly 
a Greek copy a little injitted, which belonged to the Emperor 
Cantacuene, and is said to agree very closely with that of 
the seven interpreters. Not the least curious of these trea- 
sures is an Alcoran. The total number of the manuscripts 
is at present estimated at four thousand; and of printed 
books, in both libraries, at twenty-four thousand* Their . 
number was at one time considerably greater, but several of 
the former were consumed in a destructive fire which oc- 
curred in the Escurial in 1671 ; and when the intrusive 
king was in Madrid, he ordered the printed books to be 
removed to the convent of the Trinity in that capital. Upon 
the restoration, they were conveyed back to the Escurial, 
but upwards of ten thousand were found missing. 

From the libraries we descended to the Sacristy, which, 
estimating it by the treasures it contains in paintings, may 
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be considered the most valuable apartment in the building. March. 
Amongst these are several works of Leonardo da Vinci, Caila 
Veronese, Titian, Raphael, Guido, and the Spanish Haphaely ' 
Murillo. It would have required at least a week to examine 
these, and all the other paintings in the convent, with the 
attention which they deserve ; but there is one picture in the 
Sacristy, which, from its divine execution, claim? particular 
notice. It is called La Perla, or The Pearl, as indicative of 
its superiority to all the others* It is five feet high, by three 
and three quarters wide. The Vir^n has her right hand 
around the Child, who is sitting in her lap, and rests one leg 
on the right knee of his mother ; the other being extended, 
the foot gently presses the little blankets in a cradle, out of 
which he appears to have been just taken, glowing with life 
and infantile loveliness. The Irft hand of the Virgin rests 
on the shoulder of St. Anne, who is upon her knees near her. 
The infant St. John is offering some fruits, in his garment 
of cameUskin, and the boy-God makes a motion to take 
them, at the same time turning his laughing face to his mo- 
ther, who is looking on St. John. • On one side of the pictiu-e 
is seen an opening of light in the horizon, in front of which 
is a river, a town, and various Uttle figures. On the other 
side there are ruins of an edifice, in the shade of which St. 
Joseph stands contemplating this beauteous scene. It is 
painteld on pannel by Raphael, and for its better preservation 
it is usually covered with a green silk curtain, which is drawn 
aside by the father, when he wishes to show the greatest 
ornament of his convent. 

In the southern front of this Sacristy is preserved with, 
great devotion, and amidst sumptuous ornaments, a conse- ^ 
crated host, the history of which is said to be as follows. At 
some period, not well ascertained, in the sixteenth centiny, a 
party of Zuinglian dissenters entered the cathedral church 
of Grorcum, in Holland, tlurew this host on the ground, and: 
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March, repeatedly trampled upon it, whence it was rent in three 
places. Whilst they were yet tram{ding upon it, one of the 
Zuinglians perceived that blood came forth from the three 
rents, which may still be seen. He was struck with such a 
strange appearance, and went out to communicate it to the 
dean. Both proceeded to the church, and taking up the 
host with fearful respect, they carried it to Maline^ wha^e 
they deposited it^in a convent of Frandscan friars. Thare 
it remained for a length of time, greatly venerated. From 
thence it was transferred to Vienna, and afterwards U> 
Prague, where it remained for eleven years, until Philip II. 
obtained it from Rhodolphus II. Emperor of Germany. It 
was depodted amcxigst the relics in the Temple, until Charles 
II. erected a peculiar altar for it in the Sacristy, whither it 
was removed in 1684. Upon the invaaon of the French, the 
moiiks, fearful that the enemy would profane it, concealed it 
in one of the cellars of the monastery, where it remained until 
the liberation of the country, when it was restored to the 
altar, where it is still preserved. Although such a length of 
time has elapsed since it» original preparation, it is yet aa 
free from corruption as if it were but just consecrated. Such 
is the history of the " Santa Forma,** as it is piously called 
by the monks, and they believe it to be true. 

Besddes the sacristy, there are the principal lower cloisters, 
the chapter hall, the prior's hall, the vicarVhall, the old 
chapel, the principal upper cloister, the hall of morality, and 
other apartments, in which there are upwards of two hun- 
dred and fifty pictures, very many of them by the best Italian 
and Spanish masters. I had not time to take more than a 
^ hasty view of so many works, and shall, therefore, omit any 
further notice of them. 

One of the most magnificent things in the convent 
is the principal staircase. It is composed of two parallel 
flights o^ steps, each step being formed out of a single 
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Uock of stone. The vaulted roof with its fine fresco paint* M&rcb. 
ings is, however, the great object of a stranger'^s attention. 
In the middle is a representation of the Trinity seated on 
a throne of splendid clouds, and surrounded by hosts of 
angels. On one side are the vir^n and other saints with the 
insignia di the Pasaon. Lower down are St, Lorenzo and 
several princes and kings. Charles V«, in his imperial robes^ 
is seen presenting the crown of Germany in one hand, and 
that of Spain in the other, and behind him is Philip IL 
with a globe in his hand. Below the cornice is an animated 
representation of the battle of St. Quintin, the history of 
which occupies a portion of three sides of this lofty hall. On 
the southern side are seen the shock and struggle of the con-> 
tending armies, the fire and the smoke of the powder, the 
slaughter and rout of the French 'infantry, the confusion of 
their cavalry, the capture of ConstaUe Montmorency, general 
of the French army, and also that of his son, together with 
other French nobles. At the western side are represented 
the situation and neighbourhood of St. Quintin, the con- 
flagration of its towers and buildings, the capture of its fort 
by assault, and the havoc and precipitate flight of its inha* 
bitants. On the northern ^de is a great number of banners 
by the side of the admiral who defended the fortress, 
who, together with many others on foot and on horseback, 
are btought prisoners before FiUbert, duke of Savoy, and 
captain-general of the Spanish army. On the eastern side 
are Philip II. and the principal architects of the building, 
who are explaining to him the plan of the Escurial, and 
near them are various workmen, some digging the founda- 
tJons, some carrying stones and mortar to the scaffolds, and 
others employed with wheels, cranes^ pulleys, and other 
instruments. 

After going through the convent, there is little either in 
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Maidi. the palace or the college which can detain a visitor, and he 
passes through them with a feeling that they are scarcely 
worth seeing. 

In passing through the cloisters^ I met several of the 
monks, who appeared to be religious and austere men. I 
know not whether they had been much affected by the 
severe exeixsises and fasts of the Lent, Which was now within 
a week of its expiration, but they did not look as if they 
were accustomed to luxurious living. I understood that 
they were in number from forty to fifty, and that they 
were reduced to subsist upon a very slender pittance by the 
new regulations of the Cortes. I confess I strongly S3rmpa- 
thised with those who signified (though they did so in a 
reserved and timid manner) their heartfelt regret that thdor 
convent was included amongst those which were directed to 
be suppressed. The Cortes were only waiting to give thdr 
final fiat upon this subject, until they should be able to 
determine to what purposes they might apply the building. 
In truth, from the situation of the Escurial, it is fit for no 
other purpose than that of a monastery, and even if it were, 
it would have been little short of a sacrilege against taste 
and the arts, to change its ori^nal destination. 

I was invited to attend the high mass on the following 
morning. Palm Sunday, and having remained in the convent 
until the night came on, I took my leave of Padre Miguel, 
after making him a trivial present for his trouble, and re- 
turned to my posada. This Uttle inn was originally fitted 
up for the accommodation of such visitors as might go to 
see the Escurial, and was by no means to be despised. The 
sitting*room looks to the Escurial; it is lined with purple 
silk, and decorated with highly rouged prints of and^it 
ladies of the court. The patrona had nothing to give me 
for dinner but a pigeon and some eggs, and a bottle of 
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rather indifferent red wine; raisins and toasted abnonds, M«idi. 
as usual, were the dessert. 

The wind continued to blow hard all the evening, and the 
windows rattled so much that I thought every moment they 
must be forced in. Every door in the house, every window^ 
and I believe the very walls, admitted the piercing blast, 
against which neither fire nor covering afibrded a counterac- 
tion. I opened the shutters to take another view of the 
Escurial before I retired to rest. The moon shone at in- 
tervals, through humid clouds which flitted beneath it, and 
threw a melancholy light upon the spires and towers of 
the convent. Within that edifice then lay the remains* of 
that ambitious and successful Emperor Charles V. who, £eu 
tigued with the weight of empire, closed his days in another 
monastery. Where now was that voice whose sound once 
dictated laws to the whole continent? How nerveless and 
decayed those limbs which once endured so many hardships ! 
And near him sleeps that strange compound of ignorance 
and taste, of ambition and devotion, of splendour and mean- 
ness, his son Philip the Second ! For both, reUgion had 
terrc»^, which both sought to appease ; and, under the hope 
that the prayers of holy men might secure their souls from 
those punishments with which their crimes in life threatened 
them, they took shelter in death under the altar. Had they 
but taken half the pains to perform good actions, which 
they took to atone for bad ones — had they improved their 
laws and encouraged the industry of their people in legid- 
mate channels, instead of corrupting them with projectis of 
ambition, and pampering them into a barbarous luxury 
with the blood-stained spoils of the Americas, they might 
have secured a peaceful termination of life, and a bright 
hope of that new existence to which the grave is a portal. 

I returned to the convent in the morning at nine o'clock. 
Soon after that hour the ceremony of blessing the palms 
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Mcn^ commenced, which was celebrated by the prior^ attmded by 
a deacon, subdeacon, master of the ceremonies, and six boys 
dressed in surplices. The remainder of the monks were 
ranged along the aisle. When the palms were blessed^ 
they were distributed first among the monks, and next 
amongst the people of the village, who were present. The 
prior, monks, and people, then went round the cloisters, in 
procession, bearing these palm branches in their hands, and 
singing anthems which referred to the entry of Christ into 
Jerusalem.* The procession being over, high mass was 
commenced. The history of the Pasidod, wUch fofmed 
part of the service of the day, was sung by four m<mks at 
the gospel ride of the altar. The prefatory and concluding 
sentences were sung in four parts, with a precision, harmony, 
and softness, which gave the performance peculiar solemnity 
and grace. 

Had my time permitted, I would have gladly remained 
at the Escurial during the holy week, to have witnessed 
the Tenebrae — to have heard the lamentations of Jeremias 
chanted in this fine temple, and to have attended those 
various ancient and imposing ceremonies which the Catholic 
church celebrates durmg this season of its mourning. But I 
was obhged to return to Madrid, where I arrived on Sunday 
night. 
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CHAPTER XVIII- 

DEPARTURE OF THE CORTES.— INTELLIGENCE FROM THE 
PROTINCES* — JOURNEY TO SEVILLE. 

A FEW days after the departure of the king, the president March. 
and the secretaries of the Cortes, the greater number of the ^^^* 
deputies, together with the ministers of state and finance, 
aet out for Seville. They were escorted by a column of five 
or six hundred infantry, and a small body of cavalry. A 
few persons were collected at the gate of Toledo to see 
them pass. ^ 

Count Alnsbal remiuned the supreme ruler of Madrid, 
and thus far his ambition was gratified. From most of the 
provinces the intelligence clearly indicated the approaching 
aabversion of the existing system. The last conscription 
went on in the most torpid manner, and out of every fifty of 
the horses which had been seized for the use of the cavalry, 
f orty-five had been found unfit for service. A small sum, 
five or six pounds, was allowed by government for eadi 
bors^-— that is, a treasury order to that amount was given in 
lieu of money. Those who possessed valuable horses re- 
moved them, and substituted for them broken down defective 
animals, not worth a dollar, and thus a trafiic had been . 
carried on in which the government was generally the loser. 
. In Grallida, the youths called out for the conscription 
openly refused to re^pair to their destinations, and a spiiit of 
insubordination to the general mandates of the constitu- 
tional authorities prevailed there, which the force under 
Quiroga was qiute inadequate to put down. Similar, if not 
greater resistance was ^perienced by the dvil and military , 
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March, authorities in the province of Bilbao. In order to avoid 
the conscription, as well as the requisition for hOTses, the 
' people abandoned their houses and fields ; agriculture was 
neglected, industry paralyzed, and commerce inactive. The 
opponents of the Constitution, every where in that province, 
carried on their exactions and combinations in the most 
pubUc manner, nor had the "allocutions,^ as they were styled^ 
of the political chief, the least influence. 

Hitherto the province of Asturias had scarcely been 
heard of amidst the agitations of the other parts of Spain; 
It had been remarkable neither for any exhibitions of at* 
tachment or resistance to the Constitution. By the last 
accounts, however, from that province, it appeared that 
Oviedo, the capital of the Asturias, hdd risen against the 
system, and that there were no troops there to support it. 

Intelligence arrived also stating that Ulman had made 
himself master of Murviedro, the ancient Saguntum of the 
Romans, and a most important fortress, as it commands 
Valencia, and the fruitful district in its neighbourhood as 
far as the Ebro. 

Several of the militia of Madrid, who, in the fervour of 
their enthusiasm, volunteered to escort the king to Seville, had 
already returned. They were fatigued with the marches of the 
two first days, and on the road they found nothing to eat, 
no beds, no comfort of any sort. Such privations, however 
^ common to military life, suited but Uttle with the feelings of 
the homely tradesmen of Madrid, who were accustomed to 
good beds and a sufficiency of diet. 

It was beginning to be felt that the removal of the 
government was likely to have an eflect upon all the 
, northern provinces of Spain which no one hitherto had cal- 
culated. The public spirit even in Madrid had already 
declined very much. If this were true, speaking of the 
. capital, which had made such a show of attachment to the 
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QonstitUtion, what was to be expected of those towns and March. 
prpvinces in which the same political fervour did not exist? 

As soon as it was decided that the government would 
remove to Seville, I had determined to proceed thither, and 
with that view engaged a place in the diligence. This con- • 
venient and expeditious vehicle had been established on this 
road within the last year, and was the first of its kind which 
has had the good fortune to sustain its career against the 
resentments and combinations of the proprietors of posadas 
and berlinas, whose interests were considerably injured by 
such an innovation. The berlinas are a species of vehicle 
not unlike a London hackney-coach, but of a more anti- 
quated form, drawn by seven mules, and as the same 
animals perform the whole journey of eighty-eight leagues, 
they are usually from ten to twelve days on the road; The 
diligence, by the aid of frequent changes, accomplishes the 
journey in four days and a half. The same company have 
diligences upon the road to Valencia, which, in addition to 
the common obstacles of old interests in Spain, have to 
struggle against the difficulties of a barbarous road. 

Travelling by these vehicles is as yet rather dear in 
Spain, compared with France and England, and indeed 
necessarily so, as they are attended with great expense, 
being escorted by armed men a considerable part of the 
road, and the Spaniards not having been yet so much 
accustomed to them, as to sacrifice a little more money in 
order to gain time. Many as yet prefer the old mode 
of waggons and berlinas, by which they pay less, and 
indulge their unfortunate propensity to laziness. In a few 
years more great changes will doubtless be wrought in this 
respect. Upon quitting the office, we found that all the 
places were engaged up to the 20th of April. The price 
for a*seat inside is forty-five dollars, in the cabriolet, which 
holds two, thirty-eight dollars. Besides this expense, the 
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Matdu traveller pays three dollars and a half for the postillkm^y 
and two to the mayoral, or opnducteur, when he arrives at 
the end of his journey. In this charge, of course, living 
and beds are not included. 

26th. We quitted Madrid with seven mules, by the gate of 
Atoche, and soon after passed over the bridge of Toledo, 
which is superfluously magnificent, considering that die 
Manzanares, over which it is built, is a diallow stream, 
which in summer is dry. The road is excellent, its rides 
planted with trees, which were just beginning to bud. The 
country on dther hand flat, open, and well cultivated ; the 
slender stream of the Manzanares was seen winding its 
course on the left hand at some distance, and beyond it 
a ridge of ^hill which stretched along the country, parallel 
with the river. In about two hours we passed, by the Her- 
mitage of Los Angeles, a convent situated on the top of 
a hill. Behind it we observed, for the first time, a smdll 
tract of olive grounds, which afterwards presented them- 
selves frequently to our view, particularly on the hills, 
which were mostly covered with them. The olive trees 
were in fiill leaf, but the vines, which were intermixed with 
them, presented no signs as yet of returning verdure. 
Passed by the village of Pinto, rituated at some distance 
on the right hand, in an agreeable plain. The fields around 
it, though evidently scarce of water, abound in oil and wine. 
It is s^d to be the most central part of Spain. Shortly after 
we observed several small villages, and at the distance of a 
league passed by Valdemoros, or the Valley of the Moors, 
a town which was formerly celebrated for its trade, and for 
having been for some time the residence of Mooridi kings> 
its founders. Its vicinity is rich in wheat, oil, and wine. 

Soon after we overtook several convoys of waggons, filled 
with baggage and travellers, and about six oVlock in the 
evening we entered the valley of Aranjuez. This valley 
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presents one of the richest eaad moBt agreeable prospects Mat>eh. 
which I have seen in Spain. The river Jarama wanders 
through it in a sei^pentine course, and its whole extent, which 
is considerable, preserves all the year round a smiling 
verdure. . The road through it, for the distance of nearly a 
league, is thickly bordered with double rows of lofty elms, 
in which when the spring advances, and forms a genial 
shade, the nightingales take up th&i resideObe, .and utter 
their soothing melodies, not only at eyening time, but 
all the day long. Many of the trees were already in. 
young leaf. We passed the Jarama by a handsome bridge, 
which was built in the reign of Charles III.> and has 
a raised footway, flagged on each side. Here we were lA 
Mtuation to admire all the beauty of this valley^ the 
a palace, and town, in the distance, and around us green 
fields, gardens, shady walks, meadows, and woods, be- 
ginning to acknowledge lixe influence of the season. Pur^ 
suing our way to the town, we crossed the river Tagus 
by a wooden bridge, and entered Aranjuez. The palace 
appeared on the right, much in the style of a Fraich chateau, 
very handsomely situated, the river Tagus passing imme- 
diately in front oi it, and forming a cascade, whose murmurs 
must form one of the greatest luxuries of the place in the 
parching heats of a Spanish summer. The nature of our 
vdiicle did not, of course, permit us to visit the palace or 
the gardais attached to it. The latter are famous for their 
extent, and the ingenious industry which has been bestowed 
upon them. They were, however, now falling to decay, for 
the king had not the same facility of visiting Aranjuez as 
formerly, nor the same means of keeping it Jn repair. What 
intrigues, conspiracies, and vices had not this palace wit- 
nessed, and how just ajq^eared this visitation of melancholy 
and poverty which stripped it of all its regal pride ! 

We had already met, at a post where we changed horses, 



280 JOtJRNEt TO 8VYILLE. 

March, an officer tcaveUing alone in a caleche, who told us' that he 
had been robbed of all his luggage and money , with the ex- 
ception of a gold doubloon, which he concealed from the 
brigands. As we passed through the valley of Aranjuez, 
the mayoral addressed a carrier, who informed him that his 
convoy, consisting of eight waggons, was also plundered of 
several things near Ocana, and that the whole of the road to 
Seville was irfested with bands of robbers. This was no 
very agreeable intelligence for us, particularly as there was 
yet no guard with the diligence, the night was clodng in 
ixpou us, and we were ascending a mountainous country. It 
was, however, a fine moonlight night, and we arrived at 
Ocapa at dight o'^clock. 

Ocana is a coninderable town, of about 1500 inhabitants. 
Our dinner consisted of egg-soup, stewed mutton, roast 
fowls, and dessert of almonds and raisins. The wine was 
good, and the charge for the whole, including our beds, was 
moderate, not exceeding sixteen reab. The beds^ indeed, were 
dear at any price, for they were the declared enemies of rest, 
for reasons too numerous to mention. Our whole company, 
consisting of two deputies of Cortes, a councillor of state, 
a member of the admiralty and his son, an editor of one of 
the public journals, and myself, were huddled together in one 
apartment, shortly after nine oVlock, and at twelve we were 
recalled to renew our journey. Beades the badness of the 
beds, there was a mill going aU night in an out-house near 
our apartment, grinding flour, so that most of us deferred all 
hope of sleep until we resumed our seats in the diligence. 

27th. W® 1^^* Ocana at half-past twelve at night, the moon 

shining clearly ; the road excellent, if it were not the haunt 
of robbers. We slept, however, till four o^clock, when we 
arrived at Tembleque. Here we stopped for half an hour 
at a tolerably good posada, where we took chocolate, for 
which we paid two reals each. From Tembleque to Ma^ 
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dridejas the country is flat, but very fertile, the corn growing Mioch. 
to the very edge of the wheels of the vehicle. From Ocana 
to Tembleque is a distance of five leagues ; from Tembleque 
to Madridejos four. Tembleque is about half the size of 
Ocana, and Madridejos half that of Tembleque. In either 
of them there is nothing worthy of notice, with the exception 
that at the latter place we observed, for the first time, humble 
imitations of the more elegant ^a^ioj, which are so common 
in the south of Spain. The patio is a small square, open to 
the sky, round whidi each house is constructed. At Ma* 
diidejos we saw several of the inhabitants sitting in this part 
of their dwelling, pursuing their several household occupa- 
tions. In the church, which was dark and inelegant, at* 
tendants were making preparations for the procession and 
deposit of the host, which forms, to Spanish minds, one 
of the most interesting spectacles of the whole religious year. 
It was Holy Thursday, which, as well as Good Friday, 
Bxe observed in every part of Spain as holydays ; and hence 
we saw the inhabitants every where to advantage, as they were 
dressed in their best attire. At this place we were surrounded 
by a number of beggars, each of whom demanded dbarity in 
a tone exacdy similar, particularly the children, who are 
trained up to this indolent mode of living. Here whatever 
reports we had heard of the road being infested by robbers 
were confirmed; and, indeed, we were plainly told that our 
chance of escaping from their depredations was next to an 
impossibihty. 

We left Madridejos after breakfast, at nine o^clock. Our 
road lay through oHve trees and vines for some part of the 
way. Before us was a sierray or group of mountains, whose 
declivities, as well as the plains at their feet, were covered with 
ohves. These trees are usually planted in regular lines; they 
are short, and shoot forth numerous branches, which are 
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Jbfagcfa. seldom without leaves^ not exactly of a grass-giieen hue^ but 
rather of a deep slate colour. They can scarcely be said to 
form picturesque objects, because they are too regularly 
planted; but from the richness and general usefulness of 
thdr produce, they are always agreeable to the eye. Soon 
after leaving^Madridgos we came up with a convoy, con- 
sisting of seventy-five covered waggons, eight or ten pri- 
vate carriages, calesinas^ and othar vehicles, which joined 
company for mutual safety. There were with them two or 
three companies of the Madrid local militia, some of whom 
iqjpeared sufficiently fatigued; others were riding on donkies 
and old Rozinantes, which they jHcked up on the road 
After passing this convoy, we overtook, at ten o'clock, 
the Deputies of Cortes, and beyond these two regiments of 
troops and militia, so that altogether the road from Ma- 
dridejos, for nearly three leagues, to Puerto Lapiche, was 
quite gay with military and equipages. It would have been 
^ difficult for to great a number of travellers to obtain pro- 
vifflons on the road, but most of them carried with them 
their own wine, meat, and kitchen utensils. Those who 
travelled in the covered waggons slept in them also, and 
oocadiciially amused themselves with gmtiQ*s. As for the 
soldiers, they must have bivouacked, unless where they were 
fcvtunate enough to obtain « roof to sleep unda* ; and then 
they may have been well contented with the hard floor for a 
bed, and a knapesbdk for a pillow* 

We passed over a group of mountains, among which some 
soldiers were straggling; and as we approached Puerto La- 
piche, we were met by two armed men, who came out to 
escort the diligence. They ran all the way by the side of 
the vehicle, though their activity at this time was scarcely 
necessary, as there were so n:iany soldiers at hand. We met 
also the Ayuntamiento of the place, consisting of five vii- 
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lagers, coming out to recdve the Deputies. Puerto Lapidie MMch. 
18 situated between two hills; here we left the province 
of Toledo, in which we had been travelling since we entered 
the valley of Aranjuea, and we proceeded into the province 
of Ciudad Real, according to the new division, and forming 
a part of the old provfa)ce of La Manc^ha, the country of 
Don Quixote. I naturally looked about for windmills her^ 
but could discover no more than one or two, both of which 
might have existed since the time of Cervantes. At a shoft 
distance we met two more armed pedestrians, who escorted 
us through some thick olive grounds, which had the name of 
being dangerous to travellers ; and we arrived at Villarte, at 
half-past eleven in the forenoon. Villarte was formerly a 
coni^derable town, but it was made a heap of ruins by the 
French, on account of the reristance which they experienced 
from its inhabitants. They unroofed the houses, and shat* 
tered their walls with grape shot ; and since then few of the 
houses have been rebuilt. The remnant of the town, as it 
now stands, wears a most misa^ble aspect. 

Late in the afternoon we arrived at Manssanares, a ridi 
and handsome town of about sixteen hundred inhabitants, 
situated on the banks of the river Azuel, enjoying a delicious 
climate. The procession of the day had been over some 
hours, and we found all the inhabitants out, some fishing in 
the river, some walking on its green banks, and others 
standing in the streets. The country, after leaving Puerto 
Lapiche, was generally flat cm both sides of the way, well 
cultivated with wheat; hills and mountains in the distance, 
which appeared to be unproductive. As we approached 
Valdepenas, so celebrated in all Spain for its red wine, we 
found it seated in a valley, whose bosom teemed irith oil, 
'wine, and wheat. Even the hills in its neighbourhood were 
green with cultivation — i rare spectacle in the Peninsula. 
The sky was shaded with thin, humid clouds, which seemed 
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Maidk. to shed fecundity on the earth beneath. Here we met the 
warm genial spring advancing with rapid strides to the 
northern climates. The fields and benignant heavens seemed 
to emulate each other in blessing the industry of man. 

On entering the town, we found it full of people, who 
were attracted thither by the religious ceremonies of the day, 
as well as by the presence of .the King, who rested here 
during this solemn festival. His Majesty and the Queen 
were lodged in a tolerably good house; the Infantes and 
their consorts were also pretty well accommodated, con- 
sidering ihe occasion. In the course of the evening a pro- 
cession moved through the streets, and their majesties, as 
well as the other member3 of the royal family, presented 
themselves during its progress at their respective balconies. 
The King was dressed in a plain black coat, and star, and 
looked indisposed. The Queen, whose beauty has made her 
a general favourite, looked very well. There was a great 
deal of bustle, on account of the multitude of the people and 
soldiers ; but I observed no signd of enthusiasm, either with 
respect to the presence of the King, or the object of his 
journey. 

Valdepenas contains upwards of two thousand inhabitants, 
has a fine square, and a tolerably good parochial church. 
Its chief support is its famous wine, which is kept in large 
stores. There was scarcely any thing for us to eat at the 
posada, except eggs and raisins, all the other fare having 
been consumed by the King and his numerous escort. We 
had travelled twenty-three leagues in the course of the day, 
or ninety-two English miles, which was no bad journey in 
Spain ; consequently we were well prepared to take whatever 
we could get. The bread wias peculiarly excellent, and the 
wine genuine Valdepenas ; such wine as cheered the heart to 
ISO great a degree, that if a man had it always near him to 
drink when he chose, a tear would never be seen on his 
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cheek — ^no, to borrow the cordial eulogy of Homer, not even Mardi. 
'^ though his father and mother were dead, or his brother or 
his son had fallen in battle before his eyes *.^ 

We succeeded to the taUe at which the ministers had just 
dined, and were glad to find that they had beds in a private 
house, as we were thus all accommodated. In a long pass- 
age near our apartment, twenty or thirty cavalry soldiers 
slept in th^ uniforms and boots on the floor, a row on each 
side. As we passed backward and forwards through them, 
we were obliged to pick our steps among their stretched-out 
feet. One or two were sitting up, seemmg to despair of 
sleep ; and one was most industriously singing, resolved, as 
he could not sleep himself, that- none of his companions 
should enjoy that sweet forgetfulness. He was at last wearied 
out, and soldiers, travellers, and all, sunk in slumber. 

My companions and I were awoke at half-past one oVlock 28th. 
in the night, or rather in the morning, by our mayoral, and 
we soon after set but from Valdepenas. We passed through 
Santa Cruz de Mudela, a considerable village; and in two 
hours after through Almuradiel, distant three leagues from 
, Valdepenas. Almuradiel is one of a number of new villages 
which were built in this and other parts of the country far- 
ther on, where the new road is made through the mountains 
of the Sierra Morena, which we were now about to ascend. 

* Odyssej^ iv. 2S0 — ^226. Pope^ in his translation^ amplifies the 
poet's idea in his usual manner : 

Charmed with that potent draught, the exalted mind 

All sense of woe deHvers to the wind : 

Though on the hlazing pile his parent lay. 

Or a loved hrother groaned his life away. 

Or darling son, oppressed by ruffian force. 

Fell breathless at his feet a mangled corse ; 

From mom to eve, impassive and serene. 

The man entranced would view the deathful scene. 
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March. Before the r^gn of Charles III. the Siemi Moxena wa$ €S^ 
lebrated for its numerous and degp&cate bimds of robbcas^ 
but that enlightened and active monarch pec^led the moun* 
tains with industrious inhaUtants, mostly Germans, whom 
he inyited thither* Aft^ passbg this viUage, and traversing 
small hills for the space of two leagues, we arrived ^t the 
Venta de Cardenas, whare the Sierra Mcnrena bc^s. By a 
venta is generally understood an inn which stands alone on 
the road, at a distance from other houses ; if it weare joined 
to other houses, as in a village, it would be called a poaada. 
The Venta of Cardenas consists of a smgle long building, 
the central part of which, together with one of the sides, is 
given up to waggons, carriages, and mules; in the other 
side there are some small bed-rooms, a kitchen, and other 
apartments. The interior of the roof was almost wholly oc« 
cupied with swallows^ nests, and the birds animated this soli- 
tary place by th^ unceasing activity and song. 

We were hare at the commencement of the Siarra Morena, 
the scene of that beautiful episode in Don Quixote, which 
has served as the ground-work for the popular drama of the 
Mountaineers. The moimtains had not as yet increased to 
any oonsiderable height ; they were here rocky and covered 
with slirubs, though here and there they presented patches 
of green pasture. After taking chocolate we proceeded on 
our way, and soon began to ascend high mountains, thiiou^ 
which we found a superb road. In some places a high wall 
was built up from the bottom of a precipice, to support the 
road which winds along its brow ; in others, the rocks On 
one side have been hewn to afford sufficient breadth. The 
first ascent of these mountains is what is called the pass of 
the Sierra Morena. The road winds through lofty rocks, is 
in some places narrow, and at every point so exposed to the 
naghbouring heights, that a few brave guerilla parties might 
stop the progress of a host of enemies. The foad every 
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moment ascends^ and as it must traverse the very tops of Mudu 
the mountains, it follows as much as possible their natural 
windings, so that one part is in some places, for a considerable 
length, parallel to the other. The ascent is so great, that 
travellers and carriers, whom we had just passed on the 
lower road, appeared suddenly divested of half their proper 
size. It was still the grey of morning, and here and there 
we observed a number of men sitting or sleeping around 
fires made in some recesses of the rocks. A lone and strange 
traveller would have felt no small alarm on encountering 
these groups in such a dangerous place as the Sierra Morena. 
We soon learned from the implements which we saw near 
them^ and the earlier activity oi some of their companions^ 
that they were employed in repairing the road for the pass- 
age of the king. Where it was rough for a carriage they 
strewed it thickly with clay, and broke down all the pro^ 
minent stones which might have given shocks to the royal 
invalid. 

As the sun rose we found several groups of men thus em- 
ployed, and met their wives and children riding towards 
them on donkies with provisions for the day. The mother 
and two diildren were sometimes crowded on the same 
donkey, one carrying the basket of bread, another a goat- 
skin of wine, and the third for company, or haply from fear 
of staying at home alcme. We encountered also in these 
mountains several hundreds of donkies laden with oil, whidi 
was contained in skins. For these animals there are several 
by-roads not larger than footpaths, which shorten their way 
in those places where the high road takes a circuitous course. 
As we were ascending a hdlght, the postillion having dis- 
mounted, the mayoral having also left his seat, and both 
walking behind the diligence, the mules suddenly set oft at 
a round trot, and one of the leaders, as if impelled by a mis- 
chievous purpose, deviated into one of the by-paths above 
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.Jtfazdi. mentioned^ which descended into a deep and precipitxHis 
valley. The passengers cried out, and had ihe mayoral de- 
layed half a minute longer in running to check the career of 
the mule, the diligence, and every person it contained, must 
inevitably have been dashed to pieces. 

After ascending for two or three hours, we at length 
surmounted the loftiest tops of the Sierra Morena, and 
changed horses at another of the new villages^ called Santa 
Elena. Here, and for some time previous to our ascent 
thither, the mountains were all green with shrubs and 
pastures : near Santa Elena beans and com were growing 
^ in abundance. It enjoys an agreeable situation and a 
balmy air. The road hitherto had been mountainous, 
and the prospect necessarily limited. Bu£ after leaving 
Santa Elena we had an open horizon, and a highly in- 
teresting country. On the left-hand the eye roamed over 
the tops of lesser mountains, and searched their beau- 
tiful valleys, green with meadows, or wheat far advanced, 
or planted with the olive and vine. On the same side 
the distance was bounded by a lofty range of high moun- 
tains — the mountains of Granada, whose tops were covered 
with snow. 

This view, diversified at every turn of the road, we 
enjoyed for two leagues, until we arrived at Carolina at 
half-past ten in the forenoon. The entrance to this town 
is between two towers: its sti*eets are wide, and one 
of them handsomely planted on both sides with trees, 
which enclose small gardens in front of the houses. The 
trees were all in leaf, and tenanted with birds. The bal- 
conies were adorned with fbwers. The Plaza of the 
Constitution is large, and the gay appearance of the town, 
together with its agreeable situation, rendered it altoge- 
ther one of the pleasantest places through which we had 
travelled. The mansion which was prepared for the reception 
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of the king was furnished in frant with a number of lamps, Muefa. 
which consisted of small earthen vessels, like shallow butter- 
boats without the handle^ and were attached to the pillars and 
wall by lum])S of mortar, in which they were inserted. The 
militia were in the town loitering about, waiting for the day 
of the king^s arrival. The authorities were all in their best 
atXiKjs. We had the agreeable intelligence here, that innu- 
merable robberies were committed on the road ; among them, 
that Saavedra and Galiano, two deputies, were plundered of 
fifteen ounces of gold. 

We left Carolina at noon by a road lined, for a con- 
siderable distance, with trees on each ^de, and with hedges 
thickly planted wi^h the American aloes and the prickly, 
pear. Within the hedges were olive grounds and fields 
of wheat: the whole country teemed with verdure, and 
we found ourselves quite in a new territory. We passed 
through Carboneros and Guarroman, both new villages ; the 
country open and unequal, but the valleys all burdened with 
wheat, the hills with olives, and some spots of pasture spread 
with the " early daisy .^ The mountains of Granada still 
towered in sight, and the intense rays of the sun being inter- 
cepted by light humid clouds, which veiled the whole of the 
horizon, our course was for some miles delightful. 

Near Bailen the country became less interesting, but not 
less fertile, and we passed out of the Sierra Morena. Bailen is 
on old village of about a thousand inhabitants : after leaving 
it, we ascended through a heathy country; to the right, in 
the distance, dark barren mountain, before us green hills 
covered with olives. Crossed the Rio de las Piedras (river 
of stones), by a narrow bridge, whose battlements are as yet 
half wood. The river seems to be so called from its toiling 
through a gravelly bed, its course being frequently inter- 
rupted by large rocks, that appear to have been washed by 
many a winter torrent. Drove on through olive grounds so 
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Maidu thickly woodecU that they might affoird abundant sheko^ to 
robbers. Still ascending, on the left, in the distance, a ridge 
of green hill cultivated to the top> and backed by the moun- 
tains of Granada, which were now so far away, that they 
assumed the indistinctness of clouds. We then travelled 
over a wild heath, where no sign of human habitation was 
to be seen all round, except now and then a solitary house 
in the recesses of the distant hills, and arrived at Andujar at 
9even o^clock in the evening. Just as we entered the town^ 
we met a procession moving towards the church with was 
lights and music. 

Andujar is a considerable town of about twelve thousand 
inhabitants, seated on the river Guadalquivir, in the midst 
of a country productive of com, oil, wines, and various fruits. 
Amongst the productions of its industry, are vases made of 
a day found in its neighbourhood, which, in summer keep 
water as cold as ice. They are made in the form of an ewer 
with four spouts. It may not be altogether unworthy of 
temark, that here, for the first time during our journey, we 
observed houses neatly whitewashed. It is a town apparently 
of good business. The house prepared for the king was 
hung with lamps, like those at Carolina. 

Whilst we were at supper, the administrator of the post 
paid us a visit, and gave us the history of a little piece of 
imposition which had been practised upon him. Two ex 
three days previous to our arrival a gentleman drove up to 
the post-house, and inquired for the administrator, who im- 
mediately made his appearance. The stranger told him that 
he was a deputy going to Seville, that he had been robbed 
near Andujar of all his luggage and money, and he requested 
eighty dollars, that he might be enabled to pursue his journey. 
It would be unjust, he said, that he who had made so many 
sacrifices for liberty should be a loaer, and the country, of 
course, would indemnify him for his losses. At pra^nt, 
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however, he wished for no more than eighty dollars, which Match, 
would he suflicient to take him to Seville. The admini- 
strator, taken with his fine i^^eech, gave him the money, and 
the following day he found in the passports of fresh aoiivak 
a deputy from the same province, bearing the same name ais 
the person to whom he had advanced the eighty dollar^. 
Upon making mquiry, he found that the second was the real 
deputy, and the first an impostor. 

We left Andujar at two o^clock in the morning, and tra^ 29th. 
veiled through a fertile country to Carpio, where we took 
chocolate. It was raining heavily all the morning, whence 
we had but a dim view of the surrounding scenery. Towards 
noon the sun shone out, and the vapours curled away from 
the hills, which, in many places, gave to view handsome 
seats planted amidst th^ declivities. Passed over the bridge 
of Alcolea, which is thrown over the Guadalquivir, consisting 
of twenty arches, and constructed of black marble. The 
marble is unpolished, but still the bridge is remarkably 
handsome. At half-past twelve we arrived at Cordova. 

It was not without considerable expectation and feelings 
of respect that I approached this ancient town, the birth- 
place of Seneca and Lucaiv, and the favourite residence of 
sciences, arts, and arms, at a period when they were outcasts 
from every other part of the Pemnsula. Here, too, I should 
see the famous cathedral with its three hundred and sixty 
marble pillars, which, in the time of the Moors, had been 
erected to the worship of the Crescent. The situation of 
the town, at the foot of high mountains decorated with gar- 
dens and country seats, and stationed on the banks of thb 
Guadalquivir, reminded one of its former commercial wealth 
and activity ; but on entering within its gates, we found it 
consisting of narrow streets, and the houses falling to decay. 
I understand it still preserves some manufactures of ribbons, 
silk, and hats. The Cordovan leather was formerly sought 
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Much, after even in England ; but I believe that trade has also de- 
clined to little or nothing. Its population, which at one 
time exceeded thirty thousand, does not now amount to 
ten thousand, yet it still preserves some appearance of 
business. In the cathedral I was rather disappointed. I ex- 
pected to see a number of lofty columns towering on high, 
and forming by their arrangement lengthened and solemn 
ailes, where meditation might love to take up her abode. I 
found it a square building, of high and heavy walls on the 
outside, looking more like a prison than a house of prayer. 
On entering by one of its seventeen doors, I found the in- 
terior, consisting of nineteen naves, formed by marble pillars, 
perhaps to the number above stated, but of no considerable 
height, and certainly disproportioned to the building* Every 
two pillars supported an arch of brick and mortar, plastered; 
and over this, with an empty space between, was another 
arch, which, to my view, gave the interior of the building a 
confused and an inelegant appearance. It would appear, 
however, that in its original state, the mosque of Cordova 
must have been much more striking, and more richly de- 
corated than it is at this day. A Moorish chapel, which 
had been for centuries stopped up by a brick partition, was 
accidentally discovered five or six years ago, and upon the 
removal of the p9ftition, it was found in a complete state of 
preservation. -The roof and sides are most elaborately • gilt, 
and ornamented with inscriptions in the Arabic character. 
The floor is of exquisite mosaic. In others of the small 
chapels I remarked a few fine paintings. The high altar is 
truly magnificent, as well as the choir. Adjoining the ca- 
' thedral is a handsome patio of orange trees, adorned with 
several fountains. 

We left Cordova at half-past two o'^clock in the afternoon, 
and, according to the established arrangement of the dili- 
gence, we took with us an escort of six men on horseback, 
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each anned with two guns. They were wrapped up in their iHlMch. 
large cloaks, and rode on generally two or three hundred 
yards before the vehicle ; in order that if they should dis- 
cover any robbers, the rencontre might take place beyond 
gun-shot of the passengers. They were not military men *, 
but they were not therefore the less expert in the use of 
&e-arms, as almost every man in this country is a good 
marksman, being accustomed to the practice of arms from 
an early age, either in defence against robbers, or in shooting 
game. The road, after passing over the Guadalquivir, by 
an old bridge, ascended through hills covered with olives, 
between hedges interspersed with herbs and wild flowers, 
which bestowed a fragrance on the air. Here and there 
along the road we observed neat white houses, each of which 
had an oven built in front of it. As we advanced, we saw 
beans in blossom, a strong proof of the earliness of the spring 
in this climate. 

After travelling three leagues of a very agreeable road, 
we arrived at Carlota, the newest and the handsomest of 
the new villages belonging to those of the Sierra Morena. It 
is situated on an eminence, and consists of a long wide street, 
from which a few narrow ones branch ofl'. The houses in 
this street are large and handsome, particularly that of the 
intendant of the new villages, who formerly resided here, 
which is like a palace. The posada is also an extensive and 
handsome building, but no more than the half of it is 
finished. There are altogether between seven and eight 
hundred inhabitants. The younger part of the female po- 
pulation appeared in the street and balconies, with roses and 
jnnks just plucked from the stem, intertwined with their 
hair, which gave them a character of pastoral simplicity. 

• In the course of our journey we were led to believe that tome, if 
not all, of the members of our escort^ were ci-devant robbers. 
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Mu^ We found heie a number of trayeUers bound for Seyffie, 
who were 8to{q)ed by reports that in the thick olive grounds 
beyond the village there was a desperate party of ten rob^ 
bers« They resolved to wait for the escort, whidi was 
coming on with the king, or the first military convoy wlu(^ 
might arrive. 

The sun was j ust setting in humid clouds when we left Caii- 
lota, and we entered those thick olive grounds wh^?e it was 
said the ten robbers were wmting for any prey which mig^ 
ofPer. Our escort was on before us, and as the evening closed 
in, and the woods became more dense, we were expecting 
evexy moment to hear a discharge of arms from some am- 
bush, directed either against the escort or the dJUg&ac^ 
The men divided themselves when we came to the thickest 
part of the woods; two rode on as our advanced guard, twd 
rode at some distance behind, and the other t^o by the mde 
of the vehicle. Sometimes they all joined together again, 
sometimes two or three were detached into the by-»paths. As 
they changed thmr stations they glided by us with the swifu 
ness of an arrow ; and dressed ia th^r large hats and dark 
cloaks, and being doubly armed, they seemed, in tact^ more 
like a party of banditti reconnoitring our vehicle, than of 
guards destined to protect it. The night was hastened upon 
us by heavy showers of rain, whidi fell incessantly, until we 
ariived about nine o^clock at Ecija, where we were to sup 
and rest a few hours. The posada is large, and much 
above the style commonly to be met with in Spain. In con- 
sequence, however, of its being Holy Saturday, we could get 
no other supper than stewed iish and vegetables. They 
gave us for dessert some excellent figs and raisins ; the wine 
was a good white wine of the neighbouring country, and the 
beds being also good, we had no reason to complain. 
30th. We left Ecija at two o'clock in the morning with an escort, 

and as soon as the day dawned, we found ourselves travelling 
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tbtoofjbi a>Bsl hcftth, where no sign of human indmtry was MaadL 
to be encountered, except now and th^ a goatherd attended 
hy his dogs, and driving b^re him his numerous herdi 
fThe distance on the right was bounded by hills, on the left 
% gvoups of mountains. The road was bad^indeed, littk 
improved from a state of nature. In many places the 
di&gence rolled over the gfeensward. Heie and there we 
tibserved a few herds of milch cows, a great rarity in the 
interior of Spcdn. We changed horses, or rather mules, at 
a post-house in the midst of this desolate heath, where wine 
and brandy are supplied to travellers by an old man, who 
tenants a small hut opposite to it. The roof rises from the 
gtound, and is just hi^ enough to admit a person to enter* 
It is thatched with weeds. The poor man^s bed of sheep^s 
don lies in one corner, and in the other, are three or fiDur 
jax$ of wine jond brandy. He paid to the previous owner 
tw0ity-two dollars for the hut and trade, but he complained 
that he made litde profit by the concern. One night in the 
last summer a tarrible tempest of thunder, li^tning, and 
rain, came upon the heath, and in the midst of his tenor 
some persons rajqied at his door, and demanded shelter 
from the storm* After some heidtation, he let them in, and 
by the flame of the lightning he saw they were all armed 
men. They called for wine and whatever refreshments he 
had, which he gave them with great reluctance, suqpecting 
they were robbers. They emptied all his jars, and stretched 
on the floor, till the storm ceased, when they sallied out 
without paying him a real This was a great epoch of mis- 
fortune in the annals of this poor man^s commerce, and he 
has nnce be^i scarcely able to recover it. He has a wife 
andfamily at Edja ; but he wears out his old age in solitude 
here, under the hope of making a dollar or two in the month. 
• After leaving this heath, we passed into a fertile coimtry, 
where troops of horses and herds of cows were seen grazing 
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MKdu on extensive pastures^ and soon came in «ght of C^awaoakf 
which is seated on a lofty hill. The road was very steep in 
many places, and consequently our progress was tedious. 
When near Carmona we observed immense fields of wheat, 
which was already so far advanced, that in a mcmth or six 
weeks it would be ripe for the sickle. Ascending the 
rugged rock on which Carmona is built, we found it a liffge 
old town of about three thousand inhabitants. The houses 
have an airy aspect : many of them have handsome patios^ 
which, as usual, were decorated with flowers^ It bang 
Easter Sunday, we heard the organs pealing hymns of joy 
from several churches as we passed, and in the Plaza we 
observed a crowd of remarkably finemen, all dressed in ibsa 
best attire. In Andalusia the cloak and hat are of the same 
form as those of the more northern provinces, but the under 
dress is much more gay. The breeches have ^^aodscone gilt 
buttons of filagree work all along the seam from the hip to 
the knee, and the white cotton stocking is bound under it 
by a silk cord and tassel. The jacket is also ornamented 
profusely with gilt hanging buttons, and is made of stuffy 
silk, or cloth, according to the taste or means of the wearer. 
The waistcoat is generally of a gaudy pattern^ or plain whiter 
and the middling and less affluent orders take peculiar pride 
in displaying a snow-white shirt, with a neatly plaited frilli 
and an open collar. They very seldom wear a neckcloth of 
any sort. Their dress is eminently advantageous to the 
human figure ; every body, young and old, looks well in it. 
We oreakfasted here, and were not a little pleased at the 
prospect of ]}eing now within a few hours^ journey of Seville. 
The road was very bad for some leagues, and devoid of 
interest until we reached Alcala de los Panaderos, or Alcala 
of the bakers. In this village all the bread is baked which 
is sold in Seville : it is beautifully situated. We were still 
escorted, not by men on horseback, as before, but by pe^ 
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destrians, who must have found it a painful task to ran^alon^ Manh. 
by the side of the diligence, on such a day as this. The 
sun was intensdy hot. As we approached Seville, the road 
became excellent, and we soon descried the summit of its 
fEonous tower. The city, we observed, is most advan- 
tageously situated at the foot of a ridge of hills, cultivated 
to the tc^, which bounds it on one dde, and on the banks of 
theGuadalquivir, which runs along its whole length, and then 
proceeds, in a serpentine course, through lands abounding 
with com, oil, and wine. 

We arrived at Seville at four oVlock in the afternoon, 
having been escorted to its very gates. Seville being fantous 
for oranges, I looked for orange-trees on approaching it; 
but I observed very few, and on inquiry was told that they 
are grown in the interior of the province. We thus arrived 
at our destination without having seen the so often-men- 
tioned robbers, without experiencing any sort of mishap 
whatever ; and, indeed, altogether much pleased with our 
journey. Our company, brought together by mere acdident^ 
happened to harmonize admiraUy, and we might have tra- 
velled to China without feeling any other desire than thdt 
of rendering the way as mutually agreeable as pos^ble. 
The only annoyance we felt was that of being obliged to show 
our passports at almost every post : but though the police, 
which is exercised in Spain almost exclusively by military, 
was vigilant, we were treated in the civilest manner. 
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CHAPTER XIX. 

SEVILLE. — THE ALCAZAR.— LADIES OF SEVILLE. — THE THEA- 
TRE. — SITUATION OF SEVILLE FOR A CAPITAL. — THE GUA- 
DALaUIVIR.— RUINS OF ITALICA. — BULL-FIGHTS.— FEEL- 
ING OF THE SEVILLIANS TOWARDS THE CONSTITUTION. — 
SIR WILLIAM a'cOURT. — NEUTRALITY OF ENGLAND.— 
ARRIVAL OF THE KING. 

ApriL ^^ consequence of the removal of the seat of government 
to Seville, that capital had already received a considerable 
accesdon to its usual population. It boasts of some good 
taverns, or fondas, but the posadas are few and incommo- 
dious — ^not to speak of any other fault. I obtained a bed 
at the Fonda del Sol, not without difficulty ; and the morn- 
ing after my arrival I went through all the principal streets 
to see if lod^ngs were to be had. In Seville, as in Madrid, 
when a house is to be let, a piece of blank paper is tied to 
the railing in the middle of the balcony ; where a suite of 
apartments is to be let, the blank paper is attached to one 
aide of the balcony. In all my course I found only one 
liouse disengaged, which, of course, I did not want, and 
pne set of apartments, which were unfumidied, and diere^ 
fore to me useless. Thus I was obliged to content myself 
. with my room in the posada, where I had scarcely light 
enough, to write, but which, in this respect, had an advan- 
tage, as it excluded the heat of the sun, which, to a northern 
foreigner, was scarcely tolerable even at this season of the 
year. 

The usual population of Seville is estimated, according to 
the last census, at ninety thousand four hundred and fifteen 
souls. The population of Madrid is estimated at upwards 
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of one hundisd and forty thousand ; but most of the famU Apid. 
lies in Seville have a house to themselyes, vha:«as in Madrid 
several families inhabit the same manrion. In Seville the 
houses are mostly built according to the eastern fashion^ 
seldcnai consisting of mone than two stories, and constructed 
round the four i»des of an open area, which, as I have else^ 
where observed, is called the patio. The front door, which 
is open from morning till night, leads to a short entrance, 
which is very neatly paved with brick or polished tiles. 
From this passage called the «aguan — ^an Arabic word for a 
porch, another door, which is gaierally shut, leads to the 
interior square or paiio* This inner door ts sometimes of 
oak or mahogany ; but usually it is fonped of iron bars, ar«» 
ranged often in a light and fanciful style, handsomely painted 
and gilt. Through this door^ any one paarnig in the streets 
may observe the economy of the patio, which is floored with 
polished tiles, sometimes planted with shady frees, but moro 
g^ierally decorated ^mHih vases, in which the most fragrant 
roses and oth^ flowers are growii^. Ndt contented with 
the number of flower^pots which they can conveniently ar- 
range on the floor of the patio, they have also half-flat vases^ 
which ane suspended on the walls all round. In this place 
are also sometimes ^ass cupboards, in which all the riches 
of the house in china wai» are set out, and wired cases, whei» 
bfxsks axe arranged in the isiiade. It is quite r^teshing to 
pass from the bumkig streets into one of these nymph Jike 
abodes, where coolness and shade are at once to be obtained. 
In some there are handsome fountains, eves* yielding pure 
and cool streamlets ; and the tiles are kept constantly cool 
by sprinkhng diem frequently with water. 

As yet most of the inhabitants were living above stairs, and 
die rooms on the first story were diut up. Numbers might 
easily have let their lower apartments, but they preferred 
to keep them fc» their own use, as they would remove down 
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ApSL jstotfs about the latter end of May. The coibxnunioation of 
the rooms above stsdrs with each other is usually by an ex- 
Usmal gallery, which runs all: round the square. To the 
edges of this gallery pulleys are attached, by means c^ 
which a canyaa awning may be stretched over the patio in 
Mimmer. 

Besides this superabundance of house room, the streets 
are mostly so narrow, that there are not more than two or 
three through which two carriages could pass abreast. In 
many, a carriage cannot pass at all, and one may touch each 
side of the street with his hands as he passes. The reason 
> . which I have heard assigned for this peculiar construction 
of the streets of Seville is, that if they were wider, it would 
be impossible to bear in them the heat of the summer sun. 
Being so close together, they aSatd a mutual shade, and the 
passenger can walk through them without kiconvem^ice 
fiom heat at any time of the day. This effect is certainly ob- 
tained ; but the consequence is, that Seville appears to be little 
TDGse than a labyrinth of narrow lanes, in which a stranger is 
frequently puzzled how to make out his way. Taking these 
things into consideration, it did not appear to me that 
there are much fewer houses in Seville than in Madrid ; but 
the extent of ground which Seville occupies is considerably 
less than that of the capital ; its public buildings are fewer, 
and its streets^ on account of their narrowness, have consi- 
derably less beauty. They are also so roughly paved^ that 
it is painful to one not accustomed to walk through them. 

But if Seville have no street which may be spoken of in 
the most distant comparison with the Calle de Alcsda of 
Madrid, neither has Madrid a cathedral which would bear 
the least comparison with that of SevUle. It is a most 
superb edifice, four hundred and twenty feet by two hun- 
ted and sixty-three. It was built in 1401, and its tower 
is the pride of Seville. It was raised to the height of S50 
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£eet by Guever, the celebiated Moorish architect ; but jrfter Apilt^ 
his time it received an accessicn of 100 feet more. There 
are twenty immense bells in the top, and one ascends it by 
means of an indined plane, which a horse might traverse 
with ease and safety. The whole is surmounted by a GiraUa^ 
emblematic of faith, which, though weighing two tons and 
a half, turns with the slightest breeze. There are in the 
cathedral eighty painted windows, each of which, it is said, 
cost 1,000 ducats. The choir, organs, the high altar, are 
in a style of singular magnificence. Theoce are several small 
chapels round the edifice, wUch are handsomely decorated, 
and some admirable pictures are hung in these chapels^ as 
well as b^nd the high altar. The sacristy is a splendid 
chamber, the roof suppcMted by massive pillars^ and labo» 
riously ornamented. There are several fine pictures in this 
chamber, which, together with those in the cathedral, ^are 
diiefly the work of Murillo and Zurbaran. In the chapd 
of ^^ The Eings,^ the body of St. Fernando is preserved, aa 
well as the ashes of king Alfonso ^^ the wise,^ the queen 
Beatrice^ and other members of the royal family. 

The other principal public buildings consist of the famous 
snu£r manufactory ; an edifice which was built for an ex- 
change, but which has since been applied to the purposes of 
a record office, where are deposited all the original corre- 
spondence and papers concerning South America; the am- 
jAitheatre for bull-fights ; a number of parochial churdies, 
in which there are several excellent paintings; and some 
hospitals and convents. Several of the latter have been 
suppressed, and the churches attached to them were under- 
going preparations for serving, one for the saloon of the 
Cortes, one for the office of the CredUo Publico, and others 
for various public offices. 

The Alcazar, which was preparing for his majesty and 
the other members of the royal funily, is an old palace, said 
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MpOi to have been originally constnicted by the MooriA ^^g9, 
but which hasVeceived several additions and alterations from 
Chaades V* and Philip II. The main building, according 
to the eastern fjEuthiony is erected round a square area, 
and the apartments, wfaidi are of yarious sizes, haye an 
internal cammunicadon one with the other. The c^lings 
are nnifbranly of wood carred, and painted, and intended 
probably to haye been gilt. These seem to be of the old 
Spanish style. Indeed, the only decorations in the whole 
building which appear to be Moresque, are some stuceo 
works in filagree, which adorn the front of the principal 
entrance, and a few bl the apartments. The only part of 
the building worthy of attention is the hall of the Ambas* 
sadors, the ceiling of which, consisting of wood, is deeply 
groined and gilt In the frieze oyer the arches which sus- 
tain the roof there are inserted portraits of all the Spanish 
kings, including Ferdinand VII. The hall n lofty, and 
profusely deccnrated with filagree work, which would hare a 
handsome effect, if it had not been rendered indistinct by 
haying been jErequently white-washed. Both this hall and 
the apartments up stairs are incrusted all round to the height 
of Ibtsr or fiye feet from the floor with square painted plates 
oi earthenware, an ornament to which the Spaniards seem 
to haye been formerly attached. 

The gardens preserye still less of die Moorish charaetar 
than the palace, being laid out entirely in the- old Spanish 
style* The principal garden consists of several square plots, 
planted with box, which is curiously f(M<med into seyeral 
devices. One plot contains the royal arms surmounted by 
the crown of Spain, another the arms of the Prince <^ the 
Asturias, another the fieur-de-lys. There are a few plots 
of flowers, which seem to have been badly attended. The 
walks are all tiled, and underneath them are pipes with small 
tubes, whkdi are so contrived as, when filled, to cast up 



water in 4he form of a cross. There ate several ffmntains m AptSL\ 
this garden^ one of them a handsome baan of white marble, 
formed out of the solid Uock, There was a labyrinth here^ 
some years ago, but it has been recently cut down. There 
are two fish-ponds, one of which is guarded by two verdant 
knights armed with iron lances. Several of these heroea 
formerly kept sultry at different angles of this abode of 
perverted taste, but they have been broken up^ and are now 
Qonsigned to the shades of Maria Fadilla^s bath^ where their 
dissevered .legs and arms may be seen by the antiquarian. 
Maria Fadilla was first the mistress, and next the wife, of 
Peter the Cruel, who had an extensive bath built for her 
use under the square area, round which the palace is built* 
King Joseph made it a ditung-room. It is now a lumber-* 
FQotn ; and the place wh^e that princess once bathed her. 
graceful liml)s» and king Joseph banqu^ed, is now thq 
cpmmon receptacle of scaffolding-poles, of ex*knighjts of the 
garden, and various old stores^ The most curious feature 
in these gardens is a walk on the top of a high wall, which 
is said to have been built by Charles Y. This walk enjoys 
a fine prospect; and immediately under it there is another 
walk, which passes between pillars that support the top 
of the wall. Formerly this wall afforded a private com^ 
munication with the Golden Tower, which stands on the 
banks of the Guadalquivir^ and which is said to have beea 
built by C»sar« The wall is defended at the termination 
of the orangery, whidi is behind the garden> by a group of 
castles, where Joseph, when he redded in Seville, k^ m 
constant guard, in order that if any danger diould arise, 
he mi^t escape and embark in the river. By the removal 
of some houses, the communication with the Gkdden Tower 
is now intemq^ted. 

The {»*eparations, by the way, which were making in the 
Alcazar, ior the reception of the king, were confined to 
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Apia;, white-washing, painting, and cleanintig. There was not a' 
single chair, or table, or bed in the whole palace ; it was 
expected that there was a convoy on the road with these 
necessary articles of furniture. 

The authorities were doing all in their power to prepare' 
for the reception of the government ; but they wanted money, 
which, day after day, they w^re calling on the inhabitants 
to supply. One day the Intendant issued a placard, coudied 
in the most flattering terms towards the SeviUians, request- 
ing them to furnish the sums necessary for receiving the 
government, either by way of free gift or loan, or in anti- 
dpation of future contributions, and assiuing them that, by 
the arrival of the government in the dty, they would be 
usuriously repaid. The next day the Constitutional Al- 
caldes issued another placard to the same purpose ; and after 
these came the Political Chief, in terms equally adulatory, 
and with solicitations still more presang. But hitherto they 
had expended their eloquence to little purpose; for it ap- 
peared that the SeviUians, thou^ rejoicing in the arrival of 
the government amongst them, were very reluctant to pay be- 
forehand for any benefits which they expected from it. The 
greatest bustle prevailed in every part of the town in pre- 
paring houses, laying in stores, removing furniture, every 
body being resolved to make the utmost of the approaching 
harvest. Beds and apartments were at five times thdr 
common price, and an attempt was made also to increase the 
price of bread, under pretence that there was a scarcity of 
flour; but the authorities speedily interfered, and prevented 
this extortion^ 

The old inhabitants said that Seville now began to look 
Hke itself; for they remembered the time when it was the 
emporium of the Spanish commerce with the new world. 
Since die separation of American from Spanish interests, 
Seville has fallen greatly to decay, though from its dtuation 
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on the banks of the Guadalquivir, and in the midst of a fer- April 
tile country, it has long preserved an abundance of riches. 

Th^ principal public walk is called the Alameda del Rio, 
or Alameda of the River, as it is on the banks of the Gua- 
dalquivir. The Alameda literally signifies a grove or a walk 
planted with trees, from alamoy the Spanish name for poplar. 
It was thronged every evening between five and seven o^clock 
"with crowds of both sexes. The women of Seville are re- 
markably animated and interesting. They have a good 
deal of Arabic fire in their eyes. They mostly walk in the 
Alameda in full dress — that is to say, with their hair care- 
fully curled, their arms bare ; the veil, as usual, thrown over 
the head and shoulders, but not concealing the face. Their 
chief attractions, however, consist in fine forms and a lively 
expression of countenance, which, perhaps, are more fasci- 
nating than regular beauty. The Moorish colour is not 
absent from their cheeks, though some are to be met with 
whose faces are as fresh as those of a lovely English woman. 

Most of the silks which are worn in Seville are of French 
manufacture. The nbbons, stockings, sliawls, veils, and 
even the fans, those indispensable appendages of Spanish 
beauty, appear all to come from the neighbourhood of the. 
Palais Royal. Among the higher orders there is a prevail- 
ing rage for French bonnets. They are much more com- 
monly to be seen in this and in other parts of Andalusia, than 
in those provinces which are nearer to France. Indeed, in 
many respects, the Andalusians seem to be quite a different 
race from the people of La Mancha and the two Castilles. 
They have an oriental fondness for gay colours, which they 
display chiefly in the selection of their neck-kerchiefs. The 
gown is, as usual, of black alk, handsomely flounced, and 
not gravely long enough to hide the snow-white alk stock- 
ing beneath. The young women of Seville take peculiar 
pains in dressing their feet, if I may be pardoned such an 
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April. , expression. They generally wear a very low shoe of fink 
or white silk on gala days, with a large bow of white rib- 
bons : the silk stocking is also white, and of open work, and 
the contrast which the white stocking forms with the black 
gown, sets off a neatly turned instep and ankle to great 
advantage. It is here all the pride of the belle is seen, 
and her downward looks frequently indicate her compla- 
cency in the dangerous snares she has set in that quarter. 
The mantilla is as common here as in other parts of Spain, 
but generally of a finer fabric, and m(»re abundantly de- 
corated wtth lace. The middling orders, from ten to sixty, 
wear natural flowers in their hair. Matrons, whose heads 
already bear the blossoms of the grave, do not scruple to 
cover them with roses — thus asserting that even for de- 
clining age the all-reviving spring does not return in vain. 

The principal theatre, which is new, is scarcely yet 
finished, and by no means unhandsome for Spain. It is 
large and ccMnmodious, and the pannels of the boxes are 
tolerably well painted. The lunettas, or seats in the pit, 
are upon the same convenient plan as in Madrid ; that is to 
say, all the seats are separate and numbered, and by a timely 
application one may purchase any place he prefers. I forget 
the name of the only comedy which I saw at this theatre; 
but its object was to expose the means by which official 
appointments are — I should have said were^ obtained la 
Spain. A poor suitor, who had been promised a place» 
presents himself in the office pf the minister with his 
memorial ; but he is treated with all sorts of indignities 
hj the underhngs, until, by the advice of his friend, the 
barber, he fees each of them successively. These, he is in- 
formed, are the steps of the ladder by which he must ascend 
to the object of his wishes. To the men he gives money, ' 
to the women dresses, and after gaining them all, he at last 
arrives at the presence of the minister. Here, too, he is at 



THE THEATRE. 907 

firtt rudely repulsed — ^there is no vacancyw-there would not AprO. 
he oue for a length of time — there was no hope whatever for 
him — until his suit was urged by his wife, a handsome 
woman, whose attractions had the effect of finding a vacancy 
insttmter; and by these means the suitor at last gets his 
appointment. The comedy is pregnant with satire, though 
upon a hackneyed subject, and has some sallies of wit which 
were strongly applauded. The performers were all dressed 
aqt in common life, without any thing theatrical about them, 
whence to an Englishman they seemed to be engaged rather 
in a rehearsal, than a public exhibition. After the comedy, 
a kind of military ballet was presented, in which the female 
dancers went through several military evolutions, each bear- 
ing a fireloek. It is due to the judgmafit of the audience 
to add, that this absurd performance, though got up with 
the patriotic view of inculcating that even the women would 
take arms, if necessary, in the approaching war of liberty, 
met with unequivocal expressions of disapprobation. There 
is no igallery. The upper range of boxes goes all round, 
and is devoted exclusively to females. The boxes were 
thinly attended by some genteel persons. The lunettas 
were crowded with gentlemen, and an open space behind 
them, which affords standing room only, was filled with 
those who paid the lowest price of entrance. The play 
begiDB generally at half-past seven, and concludes between 
ten and eleven. I observed no soldiers nor police of any 
sort, and yet the strictest order prev^dled. 

The coffee-houses in Seville are upon the plan of Paris ; 
but they are of very modem date, and are now only beginning 
to take in the newspapers for the accommodation of their 
guests. A Diario has been published here for some time, of 
a small size, and badly conducted. The Espectador^ the 
Gaceta^ and the Universal, have also been removed ; and 
other journals of Madrid were in a course of removal to 

x2 
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April. Seville. Thus Seville seemed likely to be for -some time the 
seat of government^ and the principal source of information 
to the Peninsula. 

Indeed, when one considers the situation of Seville, as 
compared with that of Madrid ; the latter seated, I may 
say, in the midst of a desert, and at a great distance from 
the sea — the former planted in the midst of a country teem- 
ing with cnl, com, leguminous plants, and delicious wines, 
and within a day^s journey of Cadiz, which has com« 
munication with all parts of the world, it is impossible not 
to see that Spain may impute many of her misfortunes to 
the mistaken views of those who ori^nally made Madrid 
the captal. I have heard no second opinion on this subject 
from those who have been able to compare the situation of 
both the cities. I have heard several say that they were con- 
vinced Spain would never have lost her American colonies, 
if her government had resided in this dty ; nor does this 
assertion appear altogether unreasonable, seeing that more 
attention would have been paid to maritime affairs, if the 
officers of government were in the vicinity of the sea; the 
colonies would have more strongly occupied their thoughts 
and those of the public ; and commerce in general would 
have been carried on upon a more entei^rising system. 
Whereas, in Madrid, the government and its employes, have 
been always in a species of exile from the ports, and they 
cared little how maritime affairs went on, so long as they 
could keep their places. 

. Walking out in the outskirts of the town, I observed, on 
the side towards the Guadalquivir, a range of strong wall, 
which, according to an inscription upon the face of it, I 
found to have been built by Charles III. to defend the 
lower part of the town from the inundations of the river. It 
appears that the Guadalquivir rises some winters to an 
amazing height. I have observed in the streets several 
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pieces of marble inserted in the walls, some eight and nine Aprtt. 
feet high, with inscriptions, importing that, in 1796, the 
river rose to the altitude at which they are jdaced. Last 
winter it rose higher even than these memorials, or dian any 
man remembers. In its course it swept away flocks and 
cottages, and did great injuries in Seville. This liability of 
being flooded is one of the disadvantages to be encountered 
in this city :— another is, that of late years the yellow fever 
has been so frequent here, that it may be said to be rooted 
in the place. The narrowness of the streets, and the con- 
sequent want of a jfree circulation of air, will probably 
prevent for some time a total exemption from this dan- 
gerous disease. If the fever should appear during the 
summer, it was said to be the intention of the government to 
remove to Cordova, if circumstances permitted; for to go 
down to Cadiz, would be only to pass, according to the 
common saying, « out of the frying-pan into the fire.'* 

I looked about for several hospitals, convents, and pa- 
jrochial churches, in which I learned from Townsend there 
were several pictures by Murillo and Zurbaran. But in no 
one instance did I succeed. The hospitals and convents in 
which those treasures were, have either been plundered by the 
French,' or suppressed by the Cortes; the pictures which 
once adorned these churches, as well as the buildings, have 
been taken away by Joseph Buonaparte or his marshals, 
and never have been rest(»red. 

Three or four miles from Seville there are ruins of an 
ancient city built by the Romans, which they named Italica, 
which the monks call Santa Iponze, and the peasants in its 
neighbourhood. Old Seville. I rode out one evening to see 
it. The road passes over the Guadalquivir by a bridge of 
boats, and through the suburb of Triana, and then for the 
greater part of the way parallel with the river. I took the 
bridle road, which, though very bad, is something shorter 
than the carriage road. On the. left hand all the way 
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April. Stretches that line of green hill which I have already noticed, 
and whidh would fonn a prominent and beautiful feature in 
a painting of Seville. It is richly cultivated, and two or 
three villages are planted on its top or declivities, whidi 
animate a landscape flowing with oil and abounding With 
com. The convent of Santa Iponze was used as a barrack 
by the French, and was at this time in the possession of 
Spanish cavalry recruits. A little beyond the village bear- 
ing the same name, I observed the massive remains of an 
extensive building, evidently Roman ; but they are in sudh 
a state of ruin, that it would be diflicult to ascertain the 
form or purpose of the edifice. A short distance beycmd 
this village I was directed to turn off the road into a corn- 
field, in the middle of which I found the ruins of an ampM- 
theatre. They are in a tolerable state of preservation, and, 
with very trifling iaterruptions, continue the line all round, 
so as to diow that the building was of an oval form. In 
several parts, the stone benches built in the wall may be 
seen rising row above row ; they are constructed upon an 
arch which is hollow inside. The arched space which is 
beneath the lowest tier of benches has communications with 
the arena ; and it would appear that from this interior 
chamber the combatants, whether men or animals, were ad- 
mitted into the scene of contest. 

I contemplated these ruins with a lively interest, specu- 
lating in my thoughts how it might have appeared when 
it was perfect, and crowded with spectators. I saw them 
intently fixed on the combat going on in the arena, agitated 
by the vicissitudes of the struggle, the air resounding with 
their shouts. Here some young maid put up her prayers 
to Jupiter that he might shield the heart of her brother or- 
lovar in the arena from the efforts of his antagonist, and 
there were old men boasting of the vigour of their youth. 
What a doud of ignorance brooded over their minds ! And 
yet what a noble spirit did they cherish amidst scenes of 



BULL-FIGHTS. Sll 

such barbarous amusement I The games are closed^-an- ApriL 
other ^out fills the air — the spectators rise to depart — dhurry 
down the benches — ^press out at the doors, and separate to 
^eir several avocations — ^the soldier to his camp—- the ma- 
tron to her distaff — the soothsayer to his meditadons — ^the 
author to his scroll of parchment — ^the artizan to his labour. 
What changes have been wrought ance those shouts were 
heard! — What new worlds discovered! To what a new 
Tank of existence has man raised himself by those inventions, 
which give each individual more than the fabled hundred 
hands of Briareus, waft him on wings from shore to shore, 
and enable him to embrace the universe in his mind ! 

As I was returning from these interesting ruins, I de- 
viated into a path which led me to a covered, well of the 
purest water. A peasant was sitting beside it, who told me 
that there was formerly a tablet of marble over the arch of 
the well, with a Roman inscription upon it ; which, he said, 
was taken away by the English, when the army was in this 
neighbourhood. While we were conversing, two young 
g^ls and an elderly woman came to the well for water. 
The youngest wore a rose intertwined with her hair? the 
other two wore wild blue flowers. The peasant gallantly 
supplied their jHtchers with the spring, and after some chat, 
into which they gaily entered, I rode away. 

During my stay in Seville, I went to see two bull-fights. 
Shocking as this national amusement is at first to a foragnei^, 
there is something always attractive in a numerous assembly 
of people, particularly when arranged on the seats of such a 
large and handsome amphitheatre as this of Seville. The 
lower tiers of seats are all of stone ; the upper tiers, which 
. are called the balconies, are of brick, and the roof is sup- 
ported by marble pillars. These pillars and balconies, 
however, extend only to half the circle of the amphitheatre, 
the funds destined for its completion having fallen short, 
and none being since supplied to repair this striking defect. 
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Api9» The other half is built up with wood, and iu some parts the 
regularity of the circle is broken in upon by detached 
houses, from which the inhabitants can view the entertain- 
ments free of expense. The first exhibition of this sort, 
which the Sevillians witnessed since the Carnival, was on 
Easter Monday, the amphitheatre having been shut during 
the Lent . Foud bulls were slain; but either from thdr 
amazing strength, or the want oi recent practice amoqg the 
picadores and matadores, the three first victims offered .such 
determined resistance, that two horses, were ripped open, one 
picador was thrown off his horse and severely bruised by the 
fall, and one matador, who missed his aim, was attacked with 
so much energy by the bull, ths^t he had not time to make his 
retreat, and he was so much injured that for some time his 
life was despaired of. 

After the fight, some equestrian feats were performed by 
a woman, which were of an inferior description. A small 
balloon, with the figure of a man, was next sent up; and at 
a height of some hundred feet, the figure descended with a 
parachute. The whole concluded with the admission. of a 
weak bull into the arena, for the amusement of the populace, 
who crowded in to attack it. The amplutheatre was well 
filled on this occasion, and the people seemed highly gratified 
by the whole of the entertainments, except the equestrian 
part, which was not repeated. The second bull-fight was 
badly attended, as the weather was unfavourable. Seven 
bulls were killed, but none of them afforded much interest, 
as they seemed to be all of inferior breeds. In the mornijdjg, 
however, when they were driven to the amphitheatre, one of 
them killed a young man who imprudently ventured too 
near them. 

I made some inquiries into the feeling of the Sevillians 

• with regard to the Constitution, and the answers which I 

received from persons resident here for some years, were 

shortly to this effect. That when the Constitution was first 



PEELING OF THE SEVILLIANff FOB THE CONSTITUTIOK. S18 

prodakned, a number of rich proprietors, and of steady com- ApiiL 
mercial men, embajked ard^iitly in the cause, under the 
hope that Hberal institutions would tend greatly to the ame- 
lioration of their different interests. Within the last year, 
however, the frequent changes of ministry produced corre- 
sponding alterations in all the offices within the reach of their 
power; and the displacements and successions directed by 
the actual ministry, soon after they came into office, were 
particularly peremptory and extensive. The new mptoyes, 
it was said, consisted mostly of that half-educated gentry, 
who, after leaving school, had spent the greatest part of 
thdr lives in the coffee-houses, and billiard and gambling- 
rooms; and when they found themselves invested with au- 
thority, they exercised it in a rude, and sometimes oppres- 
dve manner, assuming to themselves the character of exclu- 
sive and ultra zealous Constitutionalists. The early and 
rational friends of the Constitution frequently experienced 
causes of disgust in the conduct of these new men ; and they 
found, according to their views and feelings, fifty petty ty- 
rants, where only the influence of one was formerly distantly 
felt They, in consequence, retired from the scene of pubhc 
affairs altogether, and yielded it to the Exaltados — so the 
new men were here, as elsewhere, styled. The result of these 
{HToceedings upon the general spirit of Seville was to render 
it exceedingly indifferent towards the Constitution. 

One might suspect that this view of the matter had come 
from interested, and therefore questionable sources; but, 
though I made many inquiries, I could hear no representa- 
tion differing essentially from what is above stated. The 
frequent and ineffectual applications which the authorities 
were making every day for money, legally due from the in- . 
habitants, in order to enable them to prepare for the recep- 
tion of the government, tended rather to coiroborate this 
statement. 
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April. Besides these, an ^^ aQocutkm,^ as it is called, addressed 
to the inhabitaiitB of Seville, was published by the Political 
Chief, in which he begun by saying, that although he had 
witnessed mterated p'oofs of the constitutional i^irit of the 
inhabitants of this province, nevertheless he issued to them 
fresh injunctions to receive the King, on his arrival, as a 
" constitutional sovereign," that they might do away those' 
suspicions whidi the enemies of liberty entertained of thdr 
fidelity to the established system. He then went on to state, 
.that the removal of the government had stricken terror into 
the hearts of the foreigners ; and in a comparison whidi he 
drew between the state of France and Spain, he assmed 
them that anarchy was reigning in the former country, which 
was on the eve of anotha* revolution, in ordet to break her 
chains. " While the French,^' he continued, " are in hourly 
fear of an explosion, irhich may lead them back to the tunes 
of Robespierre or Bonaparte, Spain, always grand and ge- 
nerous, calmly observes the results of those causes, and sup- 
ports and contemplates with pleasure the resduticm of h& 
Constitutional King to remove his government to a secure 
place, whence he can dictate the measures most expedient in 
our present political situation*^' — " tJnipn and harmony, this 
is my only injunction ; circumspection and reflection in the 
midst of the most amusing acticms are necessary, that the 
scenes may not be changed ; let there be nothing but re- 
joicings and gladness amongst all, but with unifbrmity, and 
without going beyond the limits which reason and policy ra- 
quire. Viva la nacion / Viva la Constitudon! viva el Rey 
Constituciorial I vixxi tl Congreso schrano / These are the 
vifoas which it becomes patriots to shout in the ears of his 
majesty on his arrival ; any otha* shout, of whatever sort it 
may be, cannot fulfil the object of such demonstrations of 
joy, nor can they have any other effect -than that of sub- 
verting the good order of things. I hope that the inhabitants 



sin VriXJLtAU A^COUftT. S15 

s 

of tlus capital and pmvince will follow these princifdes, it Aprfl. 
being understood that if it should not so happen, with pain 
I say it, the weight of my authority shjsJl fall on him who 
commits any infractions in this respect ? but I hope that this 
case will not arise, and, above all, that nothing will remain 
to be desired by your feilow-citizen, and superior Political 
Chief, Sebastian Garchia de Ochoa,^ 

A stranger, knowing no more of the inhabitants of Seville 
than he might infer from this allocution, would be apt to 
suspect that they were animated by sentiments in some re- 
spects difPering from those of the Political Chief. It was the 
first proclamation I had seen ordering a people to be merry 
by rule and with uni/brmity^ and not to say or shout either 
too much or too little, lest " the scenes should be changed." 
The vivas which they were to utter were already prepared 
for their lips, ** Dulce est desipere m hco^ says Horace. 
** No," says the superior Political Chief, " in the midst of 
your joy you must have circumspection and re/lection, other- 
wise, it is with grief I say it, I must let all the weight of my 
authority fall upon you." 

Sir William A'Court, who had left Madrid after the King, 
arrived in Seville a few days hetote him. His excellency's ^*^- 
journey was a kind of triumph all the way. In several of 
the towns where he stopped for the night, the authorities 
presented themselves to pay their respects. In one place a 
large crowd assembled before the windows of the house 
where he was lodged, and sent in a deputation to present 
their respects, and request that he would show himself in 
the balcony. He complied with their desire, and they hailed 
him with repeated shouts of Fiva el Ministro Ingles! Viva 
la Constitucion I In another place he was addressed by the 
title of " your Majesty P and almost every where he stopped 
he was serenaded with music. He had an order for private 
lodgings at every stage of his route, and notliing could ex- 
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Apia, ceed the attentioQ with whidi the proprietors of the different 
houses designated for his residence received him and Lady 
A'Court. They brought with them their own provirions, 
and were anxious to gire as little trouble as possible. 
But their hosts, generally persons of rank, were prodigal of 
thar civilities, and expressed themselves particularly fii^ 
voured by having the English minister under their root 
They were attended by an escort of Cuirassiers all the way, 
who conducted themselves with marked respect and atten- 
tion. At one of the towns through which they passed, the 
Intendant said he had orders to escort the English minister 
to the borders of the province with the whole troop of local 
cavalry. This was unnecessary, and of course declined. But 
the Intendant said his orders were po^tive, that the cavalry 
were anxious to discharge the honourable service appomted 
^ for them, and if the attendance of the whole corps were not 
deemed necessary, he would take it as a particular favour if 
six were allowed to proceed with the minister to the precincts 
of the province. This compromise was accepted, for it was 
in vain to refuse such hospitable entreaties. In more than 
one of the houses where they rested, a splendid dmner was 
provided for the whole party ; an extraordinary mark indeed 
of dvility, for it is generally one of the last things they 
offer in Spain. But this was exceeded by another of Sir 
WiUiam'^s hosts, who offered him money to any amount 
which he might thiak fit to take. This was the most super- 
fluous compliment of all to a minister of England, though 
probably the intention was sincere, as it was undoubtedly 
respectful. — The house in which Sir William A^Court re- 
sides in Seville belongs to the family of Saavedra, and was 
handsomely offered free of expense for his use. Of course 
this civility was not acc^ted. 

I do not know, however, how far the Spaniards would 
have been likely to pursue the same course of attention s^nd 
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hospitality to the minister of England, if they had known of April* 
Mr. Canning'^s declaration of neutrally with respect to the 
approaching contest between France and the Peninsula. In- 
deed, of all engagements in the cause of liberty, that of 
England in favour of Spain would be the most Quixotic 
The Constitution, no matter what may be its excellence or 
imperfection, has certainly not succeeded in gathering around 
it the sentiments and good wishes of a majority of the people 
of that country. I have already given some idea of the state 
of pubhc feeling in Seville. The same state of apathy, to 
use the mildest expres^on, prevailed in all the towns through 
which we passed after leaving Madrid. From my own ob- 
servations, and those of others, I can safely state that the 
great majority of the people on the line of that route desired 
nothing so much as peace. They have been vexed and in- 
jured by repeated contributions and conscriptions, and lat- 
terly, by anticipations of the current year's taxes, their means 
of complying with them being extremely limited. The agi- 
tations prevailing the last two years in Spain have, m a great 
measure, suspended the usual internal trade of the provinces, 
and the people were called upon to make fresh sacrifices — 
one day to the factious, the next day to' the Constitution- 
alists, at a time when they were impoverished beyond all 
precedent. These are facts, and not speculations. However 
ardent may be an Englishman's wish that Spain may enjoy 
liberal institutions (and if he were without a wish of this na- 
ture he would be undeserving of his country) ; still, when he 
saw that the idea of civil liberty was carried in that nation 
to an extreme which promised no durability, and that this 
extreme^ supported only by bayonets and by official ern^ 
ployesy was the inviolable system which England was called 
upon to assist with her mighty arm, he cannot but rejoice 
that that assistance was refused, and that the strength of his 
country was reserved for more worthy purposes. 
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AfoL In saying thus much, however, I would uot be under- 
stood a& discouraging in* any degree those exertioiis which 
Englishmen have made, or may hereafter make, as individuals, 
for assisting the Spaniards to sustain the independence of 
their country against the unprincipled aggression of France. 
Grod forbid that En^ishmen should ever take any other 
part than that of countenancmg the course c^ freedom, as- 
sisting it with thor money, and cheering it through the 
desperate struggle ! But the government, I trust, will stand 
aloof, and let vtbe dictator and allies of Rusm waste their 
strength on' the mr. England will continue to husband her 
resources, while the despots o£ the Continent are squandering 
theirs in contests, which will every day thicken upon them. 
Pubhc notice was given, that the King would arrive in 
Seville on the 10th. An announcement to thfis efibct was 
posted in all the public |^es, and cmlers were issued to the 
inhabitants in the streets thro^agh which the royal cavalcade 
was to pass, to decorate the fronts of their houses. Blumi- 
nati(His were also enjoined for the three ensuing mghts. An- 
other edict was issued, rather of a peculiar nature, directing 
that all taverns should be shut after three o^clock on the day 
of his majesty'^s entry ; the reason assigned for this measure 
b^g, that such disorders as had occurred on former occa- 
sions of public rejoicings were caused by the operation of a 
little too much wine. In the northern provinces I have had 
occasion to observe that the Spaniards drink little ; hat in 
Andalusia they are fond of wine, and not unfrequently cniw- 
fiftk excesses ; nor is it much to be wondered at, oonsiderk^ 
that their climate is rather humid, and their wines most deli- 
cious. The red wine in common use in Seville is as fine as 
old Port, to the strength of which it adds the flavour of Bur- 
gundy. 

lOth. The morning of the 10th looked unfavourable for the dis- 
play of any pageant, as a slight rain was falling, and the 
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skies were cbarged with threatenii^ clouds. At nbon it A^dk 
continued to rain. Several of the balconies in the streets 
leading to the palace from the gate of Triaiia, through 
which the King was to enter^ were hung with counter- 
panes, most of them of purple $ilk. The streets near the 
gate of Triana was lined on one side with soldiers. The 
Plaza, or square, of the Constitution, looked very handsome. 
The house of the Ayuntamiento was hung with purjde 
tapestry, and the pillars of its large balcony w^e entwined 
with wreaths of artificial roses. The intmor of the balcony, 
which, perhaps, ought rather to be called an open galla*y, 
was decorated with eight or ten glass lustres ; and in front of 
two of the pillars were placed the representations of a coat of 
mail and helmet, surmounted in the usual manner by the 
national ensigns. A considerable crowd of people was col- 
lected in the Fkza, and the balconies of the houses were aU, 
filled with spectatOTs, chiefly females, well dressed, and their 
hair ornamented with natural flowers. As there are balconies 
to each of the stories, the lower ones were sheltered from the 
raiA, which now began to fall heavily. A large body of 
troops was assembled in the Plaza, with a band. 

From the Plaza to the gate o£ Triana, there is a long line 
of narrow streets. The balconies here were also crowded, 
and as soon as the first guns were fired, at fiveminutes before 
one, announcing that the royal cavalcade was within a quarter 
of a league of the capital^ every balcony, without exception^ 
was hung with coimterpanes ; some of very old patterns of 
flowered silk, some yellow chintz, some of damask, but the 
generality of purple silk. The soldiers were all at their 
posts. Some of the churches were fronted with old tapestry, 
and the monks belonging to the convents in the line of 
route, were all drawn out at the side of the street opposite 
to them. - 

A second royal salute of fifteen guns announced the entry 



3^ ARRlYAti OF THE KING. 

ApriL ot the King within the gate of Triana, at a quarter past one. 
The royal carriages were preceded and followed by a strong 
escort of cavalry, and as soon as they entered the streets, a 
few of them began to shout viva Riego» This cry was not 
answered, and it was not repeated by the cavalry. An officer 
of infantry ran immediately before the King's carriage, cry- 
mg out Viva as he passed. Even this was but faintly re* 
echoed from the balconies. I followed the royal cavalcade, 
in the midst of a heavy shower of rain, from the gate of 
Triana to the Plaza de la Constitucion ; and until it arrived 
at the latter place, I never saw any thing more like a funeral 
procession. No waving of handkerchiefs from the fair sex, 
no vivas or shouts of any sort from the men, though the 
balconies were crowded. 

When the cavalcade arrived in the Plaza de la Constitu- 
cion, there was something like a general shout of vivas, with- 
out any other addition, except from the soldiers collected in 
the square, a few of whom added /a Constitucion, and some, 
el Rey Constitucional. The band played the hymn of Riego, 
but the shout was neither sustained nor enthusiastic ; and 
certainly the people in the balconies took no conspicuous 
share in it. In fact, they did not seem to know that the 
king and queen were in the first carriage, and they were 
still looking on to the end of the cavalcade, where the more 
gaudy carriages of the officers of the household followed. I 
never witnessed in so large a concourse of people such com- 
plete apathy ; they seemed to be present merely because there 
was something to see ; but the spectacle appeared to have 
disappointed them, probably because the carriages, horses, 
and meil, all dripping wet, presented no emblems of festive 
gaiety. The side windows of all the carriages were open. 
The King was dressed in blue uniform, with a star on his 
left breast, and sat forward in the carriage. He bowed 
slightly as he passed, and did not appear much fatigued 
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after his journey. Th^ Queen sat back, and was scarcely ApriL 
visible. The Infantes, and their servants, jwrere received 
without much notice. 

The cavalcade passed on through sever^ other streets, 
and a third royal salute announced its arrival at the Palace, 
at a few minutes before two. The bell^ of all the steeples 
were rung during the procession $ the twenty bells of the 
cathedral thundered forth all their deafening sounds. Doubt- 
less, if the day had been fine, the entry of the King might 
have presented a much more festive spectacle. But what 
with the torrents of rain, the splashing of cavalry, the mud 
of the streets, the clouds of umbrellas, and the apathy of 
the people, I do not remember to have ever witnessed a 
public exhibition so uninteresting, and I may add, so me- 
lancholy. 

At night there were illuminations, the signal for com- 
mencing which was given by the illumination of the spire of 
the cathedral tower. This assemblage of blazing torches in 
the sky had a very striking effect The faces of the men 
employed in kindling the torches looked ghastly in their 
lig^t. A vast number of birds, who had been disturbed 
firom their airy nests, were hovering in alarm around the 
Giralda, and in the reflection of the torches thev appeased 
all white. 



CHAPTER XX. 

JQIJRNEY TO CADIZ,*— RETURN TO SEVILLE. 

April. The communication between Seville and Cadiz has been 
lately very much facilitated by the establishment of a steam- 
boat on the Guadalquivir. It starts every second mc»iung 
fyonp. Sevjlle for Bonanza (a small port near that of Saa 
Ij^ucar), where the passengers are landed, and from licence 
they make thej best of their way overland to Port St. Mary's; 
From Port St: Mary's they cross the bay to Cadiz in a 
s^ng-bpaj; or, if the weather he unfavourable, they go 
roimd.the mar^n pf the bay, whioh of course considerably 
increases the distaqoet It is understood that ^team^boata 
^e in 4 course, of preparation which will make the whole way 
tp Cadiz ; an enterpriaeii however, which it is apprehended 
i¥)£^y me^t with ^me difficulties in the mouth of the 6u4-* 
dalquivir* Should it b§ realized, it will be of ^eat advan** 
t|ig^ to both those interesting cities, as the present mode of 
accomplishing part of the journey by water and part by- 
land, is attended with inconvenience and unnecessary delay, 
though certainly much more expeditious than formerly. It 
is not more than a few months ago since travellers wishing 
to go from Seville to Cadiz, were obliged to trust to the 
chances of weather to waft them down the river to San Lucar 
in an open sailing-boat, which offered no 4ort of accommoda- 
tion. Sometimes they were three and four days performing 
this voyage. At night they put into some village on the banks, 
where they slept. The steam-boat generally lands her pas- 
sengers at Bonanza within ten hours ; and with a better con- 
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structed vessel^ and an engine of higher power, she might April. 
do it in six. 

On pajring the day before at the ofBce two dollars and a 
half for my passage in the principal, or, as they call it, the 
poop, cabin, I received a card with a number tipon it, and 
found upon entering the vessel that, as at the theatres, I 
was to occupy a seat corresponding with that number. There 
is so great a degree of convenience in such an arrangement, 
that it might be adopted in our steam-vessels and theatres 
with much advantage to the public. We started at four 
o^dock in the morning. It continued to rain and blow hard 
all the day, with so little intermis^on, that, however much 
I wished it, I had no opportunity of standing on deck for a 
few minutes to view the scenery on the banks of the Gua- 
dalquivir. There were not many passeng^s ; and of these 
the Spanish portion, both male and female, spent the greater 
part of the day in sleeping. The gloomy and unpleasant 
charact^ of the weather indeed invited to this mode of 
killing time; but I was rescued from it by the agreeable 
and interesting conversation of two English officers, who had 
come up a few days before from Gibraltar on leave of ab- 
sence to see Seville, and were now returning. 

We arrived at Boqanza shortly before three o^dock, and 
there, in conjunction with a French gentleman, I hired one 
of the numerous calesinas which were in waiting for Port St« 
Mary^s. A calesina is a very old-fashioned vehicle, of which 
the modem cabriolet is an improvement. It»is gaudily 
painted, and decorated with brass nails and plates, and 
drawn by one horse. The distance from Bonanza to Fort 
St. Msry's is four leagues ; the road so wretchedly bad, that 
it seemed a miracle we were not overturned a hundred times. 
One of the wheels sinks into a deep rut, while the other is 
elevated on a heap of dried mud; then comes a jdt, which 
would Aake the stoutest frame, and break any vjehicle built 

y 2 
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April, oil less fifm principles than a calesina. Add to this the usual 
report, " the road is peopled with robbers," and the pleasure 
. of our jaunt may be conceived. We all travelled in com- 
pany for sake of security. We passed through San Lucar. 
The country between that port and St. Mary''s is irregular 
and fertile, but not well cultivated. It is abundantly orna- 
mented, with wild flowers of every hue. We arrived at- St 
Mary^s at half-past seven, and as the gates of Cadiz are shut 
at sunset, it was useless to think of crossing the bay that 
night.-^ My companion conducted me to the ** Three Moorish 
Kings," where we supped upon fish just taken out of the 
sea, and had excellent white wine. The beds were not alto- 
gether intolerable, at least after the fatigue of four hours and 
a half's incessant jolting. 
12th. -^jsj^Q rose the next morning at five, and found that in con^ 
sequence of the state of the tide, no boat would start for 
Cadiz before eleven o^clock. There is a bar near St. Mary's, 
which is dreaded by all the mariners of the port ; and unless 
they have an abundance of water, and weather quite, fa- 
vourable, they never think of passing it. Many vessels have 
been lost on this bar, which certainly at low water seems 
rather a formidable one. We therefore engaged a calesina, 
and proceeded round nearly by the edge of the bay, and 
over an admirable road through Puerta Real and the Ida 
de Leon, and along the causeway to Cadiz. The day was 
bright, warm, and cheering. In passing through Puerta 
Real, we abserved in its little harbour the three Russian 
frigates which had been sold to Spain to convey her ex- 
pedition to South America, and which were found so unsea- 
Worthy, that the troops refused to embark in them, and 
proceeded to proclaim the Constitution at Las Cabrezas in 
this neighbourhood. From Las Cabrezas Riego, by a timely 
movement, marched to the Isla de Leon, a town well for- 
tified, but stronger from the impracticability of the marshes 



JOURNEY TO CADIZ. 325 

in its vicinity than from the nature of its works. • From the Aiwil. 
Isla the Constitution was propagated throughout Spain. 

When looking at those frigates, which carpenters were 
BOW breaking up, one could scarcely avoid observing what 
remote and unintentional causes sometimes lead to the most 
important and adverse results. The conduct -of the Russian 
minister in selling to Spain three vessels which were scJarcely 
fit to leave the harbour of St. Petersburg, was it not then 
the leading cause of the proclamation of the Spanish Con- 
stitution? Has that Constitution cost the Emperor Alex- 
ander any sleepless nights? Has it compelled him in any 
degree to increase his multitudinous army ? Will the histo- 
rian of 1900 have to relate, that with the progress of -light 
the free spirit of the Spanish Constitution has overthrown 
the rule even of the Rus^n Autocrasy, and has substituted 
for it a representative system ? In the details of that event, 
can the transaction of the three firigates be forgotten ? 

From Port St. Mary's to the Isla the aspect of the country 
is varied, and not uninteresting. On the left-hand, that 
abrupt cluster of mountains, called the Sierra de Ronda, is 
seen. Agricultural cultivation has not been carried on in 
this country to any great extent. It is full of salt marshes, 
heathy and barren ; and the chief occupation of the labour- 
ing peasantry is in the salt pans, which belong to wealthy 
proprietors. The process in these pans is very simple. The 
sea-water is conducted into a reservoir excavated in the soil, 
and is there permitted to remsdn until it is evaporated by 
sun. The residuum that is left is salt, which is collected 
and formed into a heap on the land, whence, after a due 
course of bleaching, it is removed for use. 

From the Isla to Cadiz the road h raised on a causeway, 
the foot of which is washed by the waters of the bay on one 
ade, and by the Atlantic on the other. At the termination 
of this causeway there is a considerable promontory, upon 
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ApiiL which stands the beautiful city of Cadis^ We ent^ed it at 
half'past ten in the morning. In Puerta Real, the Isla, and 
Cadiz, the houses, though most of them appar^itly of mo- 
dern construction, are built after the ancient Moorish fashion ; 
that is, with high parapets, which prevent any part of the 
roofs from being seen {roax the street, and frequaitly casteU 
lated, as if it were meant that each man^s house should sarve 
literally as his castle. In the late war, when the French 
troops marched down to form that ineffectual siege of Cadisi, 
they experienced the fiercest opposition in Puerta Real: the 
inhabitants fired out upon them in the streets £com these 
housdiiold battlements^ and every g^iot told» They in re- 
venge blew down those houses from which they experienced 
the greatest annoyance^ and the ruins ^till remain to attest 
the horrors of that sanguinary war. 

The beauty of Cadiz consists in the regularity of its street/^ 
the height, uniformity, and external whiteness of the houses, 
and, above all, in its Mtuation, commanding, cm every side 
but one, a boundless view of the Atlantic The streets are 
narrow, a precaution against the heat of the climate; and 
therefore a necessary imperfection,^ to which its cause soaa 
reconciles a stranger. The rows of balconies one over the 
other, and extending along the whole length of the street 
without interruption^ are painted green, and in the season 
decorated with flowers. They add considerably to the lively 
appearance of this city. 

Upwards of a century ago a temple was commenced in 
Cadiz, the funds for whiph were provided from a per centa^ 
upon all bullion and money imported ttaxxL South America. 
It was designed upon apian woi^hy of the best age of Grecaan 
arclutecturew The roo^ th^ walls, the. cplumns^ the idtars, 
were all to coQsi^t of marbk ; and tht& ui1»m«C' was< to be de« 
corated with marble st)atues,. and with, paintii^s of' ^be first 
order of workmanship. The \wtk wa« exjecutcd to a certain 
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^xtent-^the walls were radsed, the yaulted roof cotnpleted i ApfSk 
ibeneath the temple a subterraneous temple cf the isame ex^ 
tent was constructed * ; and, in shorty nothing remmned to 
be done but the dome, the windows, the altars,^ the interior 
deeoratiods, ^lid the upper part of the tower. But at this 
point the work stdpped kbout fifty years ago^ in consequence 
of diqiutes which occurred between the commissioners who 
had the management of the funds, and it has nerer since 
been resumed. If it were completed according to the ori- 
ginal pkuv it would be colisideired as one of the most sur^ 
prising works of art in ISurope. 

Besides this magnificent shell and the arsenal, there are 
no puhlie buildings in Cadiz of any importance. The theatre 
is pl*etty, and well attended, especially by the ladies, who 
are in geiieral women of the most voluptuous forms and 
lovely countenances. I had an opportunity of sedng the 
whole female populatioli of the place on the Alameda of a 
Sunday evening, and except in Kensington hardens, I never 
saw such a congregation of beauty. The influence of an 
ardent sun, without darkening their cheeks, sheds over them 
a transparent brown, which embellii^es their fine features. 
Xiong black lashes defend from the glare of the light their 
hazel eyes, which are in themselves as dangerous as any other 
heavenly orbs, and almost as brilliant. 

If the political feeling of Cadiz were to be judged of from 
external appearances, it must be considered as eminently 
Constitutional. Over the door of almost every house all 
article of the Constitution, such as the proprietor selects as 
appertaining to bis trade or professiott, or expressive of a 
favourite principle^ is affixed, written in large letters of 



* Dtiring ihe u^e of Cadiz numbers of the inhabitants took shelter 
in this snbterraneoils temple from the bombs^ at t«hose hours of Che day 
whiB tha firing usually commenced. 
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.^riL gold on a wooden tablet. I observed, without meaning any 
disrespeet to the Constitution^ that the tailors and barbers 
particularly signalized their ardour for the system by large 
tablets and letters, and more than one article of the code. 

Cadiz is surroimded by strong ramparts, whidi, together 
with its harbour, which is dangerous to large vessels,' render 
it almost as impregnable by sea as it is by land. There were 
Jiot many guns mounted; but I reckoned about a hundred 
I»eces of cannon of all weights lying on the ground, which 
^ght be rendered available to the exigencies of defence. I 
observed also several guns which had been left behind by 
the French, the mouths of which were injured by being fired 
at. This was an effectual expedient which the French 
adopted in the latter part of the war, in order to prevent our 
artillery from turning against them their own batteries. It 
had been previously the custom to spike abandoned guns; 
but the British engineers bored out the spikes without in- 
juring the touch-hole, and thus in many cases rendered the 
spiked guns useful. 

Since the separation of the South American colomes from 
the mother country, the commerce of Cadiz has declined 
very materially; indeed, speaking in comparison with its 
former activity, may be said to have perished. I saw no 
more than fifty vessels in her bay, which in the days of her 
C(»nmdrcial greatness was seldom beheld without a thousand 
t)r fifteen hundred. The population is lessening every day ; 
for as trade is almost extinct, families ^ve up their esta* 
blishments, and betake themselves to Port St. Mary's, Puerta 
Real, and other small towns on the coast, where they may 
live at a greatly reduced expense. In consequence of this 
emigration, Port St. Mary^s and San Lucar are improving. 
Their tradei, as well as that which remains to Cadiz, is 
chiefly in the exportation of sherry, which is grown at Xeres, 
a short distance in the interior fjx>m this coast. There is 
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also, I am informed, an extensive system of smuggling car* ApriL 
lied on at all these ports, from which the revenue of&oers 
derive their surest, if not their only income. 

I staid at Cadiz only three days, and in returning crossed 
the bay in a sailing-boat to St. Mary^s. Before we ap- 
proached the bar a slight contribution was demanded from 
the passengers, which was to be appropriated to the cele- 
bration of masses for the repose of the souls of those who 
had perished here. A Pater and Ave were then said, and 
the sailors, thus fortified, prepared for passing this fatal spot. 
•The boat had waited so long at the other side for passengers 
that the tide was going out rapidly, and there was scarcely 
a sufficiency of water to bear her over it. She was a-ground 
two or three times, but by removing the passengers towards 
the stem, her poop was kept afloat, and she got over with 



The following day the steam-boat started at noon from 
Bonanza quite full of passengers, most of whom were of a 
genteel order. At this place the Guadalquivir^ is at least 
a mile wide. Few boats were to be seen upon it It was 
of a thick yellowish colour from the late rains, and wais 
rippled into small waves by the wind which was blowing 
against us. On each side the banks were wooded with pine 
trees, and here and there were to be seen heaps of salt. As 
we advanced, the flatness of the country on the right was 
broken by irregular and dispersed hills, some of which ap- 
peared picturesque. We had a distant view of the moun* 
tains of the Bonda sprinkled with snow. In a large island 
on the left we observed numbers of bullocks and horses, and 
in some of the lesser islands groups of wild buUs, which 
were destined for the amphitheatre of Seville.. When we 

• The Spaniarda pronounce the word Guadalquivir with the accent 
, on the last syllable. 
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Apdl were nearly half waj, the wind blew with such force, and 
raised such high waves in the river, that some of the ladies 
were as much indisposed as if they were at sea. 

As we approached Seville, the Guadalquivir gradually 
became narrow, and the scenery on its banks rich, varied, 
and handsome. It is animated with country seats and small 
villages ; but it did not answer those expectations which one 
of my Spanish fellow travellers from Madrid to Seville had 
induced me to form. I was admiring a villa, which I thought 
charmingly situated in the mountains near Cordova, ^^ Wait,^^ 
said he, *^ luttil you go down the Guadalquivir : notUng 
that you see here, or have seen any where else, is to be com>- 
pared with the scenery on the banks of that magnificent 
river. From Seville to San Lucar it is crowded with country 
seats, lawns, woods, vineyards^ hUls and vales, which present 
varied and enchanting prospects every step you advaluje.^ 
He was justified in applying the epithet *^ magnificent^ to 
the Guadalquivir^ but as to the *^ enchantitig prospectsr^ on 
its banks^ they must have been endued with magic power 
indeed when they could have so far deluded his imi^nation. 
We anived at Seville fit t^a o'clock at night. 



3dl 



CHAPTER XXI. 

RETURN TO MAURIB.— RETURN TO IRUN AND LONDOW. 

The French had crossed the Bidassoa on the 7th of ^P^ 
April, but no official intelligence of that event had reached 
the government at Seville on the 17th. Reports, however, 
told the fact, with auch confirmatory circumstances, that it 
was no longer doubted. The Ccnrtes had not yet resumed 
their sittings, though the greater number of the members 
were in Seville; but private discussions were immediately 
entered into as to the propriety of a new removal of the go- 
vemmenU. 

Amongst the exaltadoa there was an eag(er de»re to get 
rid of the king and his brothers altogether, to call the infant 
son of Don Carlos to the throne^ and in his name rule by a 
Regency. But those who delivered these sentimenta were 
at the same timis preparing for their own emigration to Eng- . 
land, in case the French should advance too quickly upon 
ihe^L. Should the Constitutional arms experience any sin* 
gukr good fortune, these plans, and many others, would 
probably be urged to some sort of maturity ; but in the then 
existing circumstances of the Constitutional fcnrce they were 
idle reveries.. The prevailing spirit of the people of Seville 
was: nol ia favour of exalta&cm. They were very much 
under the influence of the churchy which did not invite their 
attention to pdblic affiurs either for one side or the other^ 
but very mucb engagjed thdr minds in the duties of their 
religiom^ Theirfine cathedral was seldom unattended during 
the earlier part of the day, and the remainder was devoted 
to business, and to the enjojonents of their beautiful climate. 
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ApriL There is a custom in Seville, which is characteristic of the 
ancient piety of the place. At sunrise a large soft-toned 
bell is tolled from the tower of the cathedral three times, 
summoning all the inhabitants wherever they are, or how- 
ever occupied, to devote a few moments to the performance 
of a short prayer in honour of the Virgin, called the " An- 
,. . ^elus Domini.'^ At the close of evening the bell tolls again, 
and to a foreigner it is curious and not unuiteresting to ob- 
serve the sudden and fervent attention which is paid in the 
streets, within and without doors, in the Alameda, on the 
river, by every body high and low, the idler and the la- 
bourer, the horseman and the pedestrian, infancy and age, 
to this solemn sound. The crowds in the promenade all 
suddenly stop, and each group repeats within its own circle 
the consoling prayer. The lover suspends his compliments, 
the mistress changes her laughing eyes to a demure look, 

' and closes up her fan, the poUtician breaks off in his argu- 
ment, the young men are abashed in their gay discourse, 
and take off their hats, the carriages are drawn up, and all 
worldly business and amusement are forgotten for about 
three minutes, till the cheerful tinkling of hghter bells an- 
nounce that the orison is over. 

The Sevillians axe not yet initiated into the interests of 
politics ; they seem to have little taste for them, a barbarism 
of which the Madrid emigrants complained. The church 
in which the Cortes were to meet belongs to one of the sup- 
pressed convents. The \want of money was complained of 
in every department ; and so augmented were the difficulties 
in procuring suppHes by the removal of the government, and 
by the expenses which that event' occasioned, that it would 

' seem the whole system would dissolve of itself, if the French 
should make a near approach to Seville. The idea of a fur- 
ther removal to Cadiz, even if it were to be accomplished, 
appeared to afford little consolation to any party* 
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I set out alone in the diligence from Seville' on the 17th April- 
of April, and on the following morning I heard that a king's 
messenger had passed by during the night, with despatches 
for Sir William A^Court. Hei was the first to bring the 
certain intelligence of the entry of the French on the 7th, 
along the whole line of the road. I took some pains to learn 
the sentiments of such persons as I encountered on th(e road, 
and in the villages where they had heard (rf the entry of the 
French, and I nowhere could discover the least approach to 
a feeling of resistance against their aggressors. What they 
generally said was this — " For our parts, we were persuaded 
that the French never would enter Spain ; but here they 
are ; the government might have prevented it, if they had 
entered into negotiations; but they are gone down to Se- 
ville ; they have compromised us ; and all we have to do is 
to make the best of the matter. One thing we are resolved 
upon — ^peace, peace." Those who were designated by the * 
name of Serviles, of course, brightened up on the intelligence 
of the invasion ; but the people generally along this line of 
road bdonged to no extreme of party. They were perfectly 
indifiPerent as to what might become of the Constitution, the 
King, 'and the whole system, provided they were left in 
their houses, and permitted to live on in tranquillity. 

At Baylen I was joined by a gendeman who had been 
acting for some time as secretary to the Political Grovem- 
ment of the province of Jaen, an important district in this 
part of the country. He was a high Constitutionalist, and 
was going up to Madrid,, to act as secretary to Count Abis" 
bal. He told me that, in the province of Jaen, there was 
no exaltation or enthusiasm for the Constitution ; that the 
Political Government proceeded quietly in the exercise of its 
authority, without taking notice of any opinions— without 
seeking for errors to punish, by permitting every man to 
think just as he chose; that the province was peaceable. 
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ApriL and it was the object ci the authorities to let it remain so. 
When my companion heard of the entry of the French^ and 
of their arrival at Vittoria, h6 seemed to take it .with suffi- 
(nent indi£Perence ; but when, on our approaching the capital, 
he learned that the invaders had proceeded already as far 
.as Burgos, he became, at first, so afflicted, that he could 
neither eat, drink, or sleep. All his prospects of life, which 
had hitherto appeared to flatter him, were thus vanished at 
once ; and he made repeated inquiries, as we proceeded, in 
order to learn if the intelligence were authentic, deploring 
that he could not fly at once to Madrid to know the whole 
sum of his fs^te. To my great surprise, the fdlowmg morn- 
ing his countenance wag piacad, ^ad his maimer cheerful. 
I was at a loss to account for this variation of temper, until 
he told me that if the news were true, he made up his mind 
to go to England and teach Spanish. This resolution dis- 
sipated fi'om his mind all the clouds that were brooding 
over it. 

I must repeat that every where along the road, such per- 
sons as came under my observation, who had heard of the 
entry of the French, ^owed no signs of anger or of irrita- 
tion. The expression of their manner, which is often a sur« 
index to the mind than language, generally showed indi& 
ference, sometimes betrayed a secret gladness. Particidarly 
in the faces of the monks and priests I observed a veiled 
brightness, a bursting, but yet suppressed cheerfulness, quite 
new to them. . 

2i8t. On our arrival at Madrid, I learned from bcilletms^ which 

were affix^ in print in die most conqncuous jdaces of the 
capital, that the French had entered Burgos on the I8th, 
preceded by a party of the Royalists under the command of 
the fhmous curate Merino. These afiiches were put up by 
order of Count Abisbal. As soon as he received a despatch 
COBtsuning any intelligence of the movements of the French, 
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he lost no time in commumcating it in this manner to the Aprfl. 
public. $*n>m these sources I also learned that Carlos 
JSspinosa was retreating firom Burgos on Madrid with all 
hia troops and ten pieces of artillery. The whole of the 
establishment of the post-offioe of Madrid was preparing to 
go to Seville. A few officers were to remain until the ar. 
xival of the French, to superintend the business of the office. 
Count Abisbal had issued orders, enjoining all militiamen to 
retire frcnn such parts of the province as might be occupied 
by the French, under pain of their being conndered as ac* 
complices of the enemy, and traitors to the countiy, and to 
be dealt with accor^ngly. It was reported that anon3nnou8 
threatening letters had been sent to several individuals and 
families in Madrid, who had been eminently constitutional, 
assuring them that as soon as the factious should enter they 
should be assassinated. These letters were, however, said 
to have originated with the Political Gk>vemment, in order 
to excite irritation against the French, and to induce families 
to quit Madrid* Great numbers were accordingly preparing 
to tafise^ Am departure, some for Seville, some for different 
prpyin^s in the south of Spain. From Biscay and that 
qu^Mfter, families were every diay arriving in Madrid, who, 
from having been compromised in the cause of the Consti- 
tution, jkd through fear of retaliation. I observed, that in 
an aUocuticoi issued by the Ayuntamiento, it was stated that 
the Frepdi were every where committing depredations and 
massaoreS) similar to those which marked the former inva- 
sion. They called on the inhabitanta to aSordfikem the 
pecuniary means necessary for their removal, but I believe 
without any efect. 

Count Abisbal was mostly at the Pardo, a royal country* 
seat, twa let^ues from Madrid, where he had an army of 
{torn, four to five thousand infantry, and eight hundred 
cavalry. They wer^ mostly young conscripts, badly equip- 
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Aiwa.« ped, but severely exercised ievery day in order to fit them 
with the greatest expedition for active service. Abisbal 
ordered all the tobacco and salt, which were stored in the 
eustom-house of Madrid, to be sold at one-third under their 
usual price. The people bought the salt rapidly. The 
tobacco was going off slowly. This resource, however, did 
not appear to be sufficient, for Abisbal ordered an extra- 
ordiipiary contribution of eight millions of reals to be levied 
on the most opulent persons in Madrid. This also failed ; 
and it was reported that the Count had those individuals 
arrested who refused, to comply with this order. The pro- 
vince of Madrid was entirely under military law ; the Con- 
stitution no longer existed there. 

23d. It was fully believed at Madrid on the 2Sd, that the 

French were in the mountains of Sqmosierra, little better 
than two day's march from the capital ; and the belief be- 
came more prevalent towards noon on that day, when the 
inhalntants saw the army of Espinosa, consisting of about 
one thousand men, retreating through Madrid, followed by 
ten pieces of artillery. I was witness to the passage of this 
army and artillery through the princ^al streets of Madrid,' 
and I did not hear a single viva raised to cheer the men as 
they passed: The artillery was well equipped — the horses 
in excellent condition. On this day (S3d), the news of the 
taking of Logrono, and the retreat of Ballasteros, reached 
Madrid. It was as usual announced by afficbes, which 
crowd after crowd hastened to read. The predominant 
feature in most of these crowds was intense curic^ity. I 
never heard from any of them that natural burst of indig- 
nation against the invaders of their country, which one would 
have expected to witness under such circumstances. Upon 
the whole, I thought that the constitutional spirit, which 
had characterized Madrid, had very much declined during 
the short interval of my absence. This may have been 
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Caused, in a gre&t measure^ by the removal of the govera. ApiO. 
xnent and the emigration of a great number of families ; but 
certainly no trifling motive for indifPerence, and even for aver- 
sion^ was found in the arbitrary and unlawful exactions of 
the Count Abisbal, The Proclamation of the Provisional 
Junta, annulling every thing the Cortes had dwie, and re- 
storing things to the state m wUch they were previous to 
the Revdiution, had ali^eady reached the capital, and excited 
feelings bordering on despair. 

Having been charged with despatches from the minister 
for the Low Countries, for Baron Fagel, the Dutch mini- 
ster at Paris ; and from Sir Philip Roche, the only member 
of the British legation remaining in Madrid, for Mr. Can- 
ning, I set out from Madrid alone in a hght travelling car- 
riage, in the afternoon of the 24th. Soon after passing the 24th. 
gates, I overtook a regiment of infantry proceeding towards 
Alcobendas. I understood that they had been preceded by 
a squadron of ^artillery, and two or three other divisions of 
infantry and cavalry, who were destined to form guerillas 
in the Somosierra mountains. The road from Burgos to 
Madrid lies through these mountains, and the entrance of 
them, on the Burgos side, which is called the gate of the 
Somosierra, is a road perfectly commanded for a conridera- 
ble distance from the higher pinnacles of the Sierra, as well 
as from a kind of natural rampart that runs along its whole 
extent Beyond Alcobendas I encountered the squadron 
of light artillery, already mentioned; their commandant ex- 
amined my passport. 

As I proceeded, the night began to draw in, and it was 
quite dark when I ascended the Somosierra mountains. It 
was midnight when I got half-way through them ; and while 
the postillions were lazily changing the horses, I walked on 
towards a large fire which I saw at a little distance, sur- 
rounded by men whose arms glanced back the fitful blaze 
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ApriL ot the green wood that was burning. They uAd me they 
were a guailla party stationed there for the night ; that in 
the morning they were to advance' to the gate of the Somo*- 
sierra, and to defend it against the entrance of the French. 
The poor fellows were shivering with cold, and they told me 
of their destination without any marked feeling of anger or of 
courage. One of them said, in the simplest manner, that if 
the French were superior in numbers, they had orders to make 
a false retreat, and draw the enemy after them inlo ambushes, 
where other guerillas were secretly situated. Upon returning 
to look after my cabriolet, I foimd it surrounded by a party 
of light horse, and concluded at once that they had ord^s 
to prevent travellers from crossing the mountain. Upon a 
little further examination, however, I found that they were 
waiting for their companions, who were sleeping in the inn, 
and that they so stationed themselves for mere convenience^ 
on account of the narrowness of the road. I asked them 
where they were going; and the answer was, " We do not 
know.^ The answer was given in a desponding tone. 

25th. ^ I arrived at Aranda de Duero at noon on the 25th, and 
as I entered the town several persons came up to ask me 
whether I had met the prisoners who had been carried away 
from this place towards Madrid. I answered that I had 
met no prisoners of any description ; and upon inquiry, I 
learned that the persons to whom they alluded were six 
elderly men of the town, who had been arrested in consequence 
of their sons, and fifteen or twenty other young conscripts, 
having deserted, to join the party of the curate Merino. 
When I asked what was generally thought about the arrival 
of the French, I was told that the inhabitants were all for 
peace aiid quietness. Forage in abundance was coming into 
the town, for which the carriers believed they should be well 
paid by the French, for whom it was destined. 

At Lerma, where I arrived at four in tiie afternoon, I 
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found myself, without being aware of it, under the dominion ApriU 
of the restored despotispa. The town had been for eight days 
m possession of a party of Merino'^s troops, amounting to no 
more than eighteen or twenty men. The Alcalde, and all 
the Constitutional Authorities of the place, had ceased to be, 
and the municipal jinisdiction was entirely in the hands of 
the officer commanding the company. The men were mostly 
young, dressed in long blue jackets, turned up with red^ 
with plain white buttons, their caps, clothes, and swords all 
of French manufacture. On their caps they wore a ribbon, 
which was inscribed with the words— Pa^Wa, ReligUm y 
Rejf^ es mi ky. ** My country. Religion and King^ are my 
law.** I asked them to what party they belonged, and they 
answered—" We are JbctioUSy belonging to the curate Me- 
rino.^ I observed that they were all on familiar terms with 
the people of the village. The commanding officer ex- 
amined my passport, and did every thing in his power to 
facilitate my progress. 

It was nightfall when I approached Sarracin, where I 
encountered an advanced post of the French army, consist- 
ing of about four hundred men. The entrance was guarded 
by sentinels, one of whom looked into my cabriolet, and 
adced-me if I were alone? Upon my answering in the af- 
firmative, they allowed me to pass on. While the horses 
were changing, the Colonel commanding the post presented 
himself to me, and politely requested to see my passport. 
Upon finding that I had just come from Madrid, he told me 
that I was the first who attempted to penetrate through the 
French lines, but that I might be assured of meeting with 
no sort of impediment to my journey. He asked me — 
** Whether the Somosierra was fortified ?" I answered, " I 
believed it was not ; but that I had passed it during the night, 
and of course could not answer him with exactness.^ " Did 
you meet any guerillas?' — " A few." " Would you have 

z2 
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Apifl. the goodness to tell me whether a report is given in any of 
the Madrid Journals, that the French army is about to 
return again to France?'' — " I never read any such report 
— never heard of it.'' " Is Madrid for the king?" " It is 
impossible for me to say — ^it is certainly less Constitutional 
than it was.'^ I began to find myself in rather an unpleasant 
atuation, for if I were to be catechised in this manner by 
every French commandant, I should experience great delay ; 
besides^ I. felt strongly the injustice of this French invasion, 
and, as an Englishman, experienced a rising pride which 
forbade me to answer any more questions. I begged, there- 
fore, that he would excuse me ; that I was greatly hurried, 
and requested my passport. He gave it me, and at the 
same time added — ^^ The duke of Beggio is at Burgos — 
he would be delighted to have some conversation with 
you. Might I request that you would be good enough 
to present yourself to him on your arrival at Burgos, 
and mention that you have been questioned by me?" — 
This was going top far. I told him '^ that I had answered 
his fquestions through mere politeness; but that as my 
gov^mnent had declared itself neutral in this contest, I 
could not think of complying with his request. I wag pass- 
ing through the country, and woidd have nothing to do 
with either party." He admitted the propriety of this 
observation, and I drove off. 

I arrived at Burgos at half-^past nine at night, and after 
delivering my passport to the proprietor of the hotel, who 
told me it must be vised by the restored government, I 
had scarcely taken off my cloak, when a Spanish adjutant 
presented himself to me all breathless and said, " His Ex- 
cellency the govemor^general of Old Castile has seen your 
paissport, and would feel great pleasure in forming your 
acquaintance." Without bestowing any reflection on the 
tn^tter, it remained on my mind that the duke of Beggio 
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was the personage who sent this invitation, and I declined it April, 
on the ground that I was sitting down to supper and was 
very much hurried. The adjutant, however, returned to the 
point, and spoke in a strain approaching to command. Upon 
this I podtivelj refused to go, and observed that I was an 
Englishman, and acknowledged no authority in the duke of 
Reggio to compel me to attend his presence. Here the 
adjutant interposed, and said it was not the Duke of Reggio 
who wished to see me, but Don Carlos O'Donnel, the 
governor-general of Old Castile, just nominated to that 
office by the true govemmeiit. I observed that there 
Would be no use in my waiting on the governor he men- 
tioned. The object of sending this invitation to me was 
that I might answer questions, and I was resolved to answer 
none, from whatever quarter they might proceed. Upon 
this the adjutant went away ; and soon after returned with 
my passport, and requested, in a subdued, imploring tone, 
dyed to the heart with servile hypocrisy, that I would tell 
him something about the king. I said that I really knew 
nothing about the king; but that when I was in Seville, I 
saw him in excellent health. He then added, that the house 
of the governor was just by, and that if I would permit him, 
he would conduct me to it. A certain curioaty to see 
Carlos O^Donnel, who •has been so famous as a factious 
chieftain, together with the altered tone of the adjutant, in- 
duced me to comply so far as to present myself. I accord- 
ingly proceeded a few doors from my hotel, preceded by the 
adjutant and a little boy, with a lantern in his hand. We 
entered a gloomy antiquated house, and, in a large apart, 
ment on the first floor, I found Carlos O^Donnel. An 
officer and two or three other persons were sitting by the 
fire ; the governor was standing near the table — an elderly 
man, with a small sharp countenance, dressed in a brown 
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ApcU. surtout, and diBtingiushed by no poguliar el^ance of man** 
ners. My friend the adjutant presented me to bim, and he 
addressed me in English. " You are English P'' — " Yes."" — 
** I have sent you your passport, and you are at liberty to 
continue your journey.*^ He said this half asleep and awake: 
the lamp was almost out, as if it was going to sleep too. I 
took advantage of the circumstance to apologise if I had de- 
tamed him from going to bed, and wished him good night 
The adjutant was surprised that his Excellency the go- 
vernor-general of Old Castile permitted me to go away 
without attempting to ask a single question about the king, 
and tried to renew the theme. But my ^^ Good night,^ was 
returned, and I took my departure. It was a curious fact, 
that my passport, which was vised by Count Abisbal, as 
the Constitutional political chief of Madrid, should have 
been examined by his brother at Burgos, as the Roy^ist 
governor-general of Old Castile. Carlos O'Donnel, how- 
ev^, paid so much respect to fraternal fedings as not to 
sdgn his name under that of his brother. He merely looked 
at the paper, and when he saw his brother^s signature, gave 
it back without one observation. 

I understood that there were ten thousand men in Burgos, 
and its neighbourhood, and that the duke of Angouleme 
was expected to make his entrance in the course oi four or 
five days. I passed under the frame of a triumphal arch, 
which was preparing for his reception. It was so late at 
night, I had no opportunity of observing the sprit tJbat pre- 
vailed amongst the inhabitants. But it is well known that 
Burgos at no period was very Constitutional. 

From Burgos to Vittoria all the villages of any importance* 
' were garrisoned by French soldiers. At Ponte Corvo I met 
a large convoy of artillery and ammunition, and found sen- 
tinels stationed in diflFerent parts of the roads between the 
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TiUageg. Their conduct was unif(H*mly decorous and re- Apijl. 
spectful. In the villages where I had occa^on to stop, 
I encountered no person who did not, at least, say that he was 
glad that the French had entered Spain. The poor people 
1 heard it more than once observed, never liked the Con- 
stitution, becai^ they never gained any thing by it. Since 
it was established, they had known no peace, and they liked 
the French, because they paid them well for every thing 
they consumed. It was also observed, that since the esta- 
blishment of the <]!onstitution, this part of the country was 
overrun with robbers ; but that all that was now over, as the 
robbers had disappeared since the French came. It is very 
certain that the weakness of government, and the want of a 
regular police, afforded such impunity to malefactors of every 
sort, since the despotism was overthrown, that this observa- 
tion is correct as to date, though he must surely be a blind 
reasoner who would impute the augmentation of crime to 
the G)nstitution. 

After leaving La Puebla, I passed through the whole 
regiment of Royal Foot Guards, whom I met on the road 
between that village and Vittoria. They appeared a fine 
set of young men, and were followed by a large drove of 
French bullocks destined for the provision of the army. 

At Vittoria I found the old government completely re- 
organised and in operation. Several persons wore white 
favours, as a proof of their adhesion to the Royalist cause. 
The town was crowded with troops, amounting in all to ten 
or twelve thousand men, who were on the move for Madrid. 
The duke of Angouleme was still here, as was also Quesada. 
Merino was upon an expedition, some eight or ten leagues 
distant. 

Between Vittoria and the Pyrenees I met a troop of 
light cavalry, a squadron of lancers, a large convoy of 
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ApA forage for horses, two regiments of infantry, a trooped heavj 
cayalry, a troop of cuirassiers, all sfdendidly equipped* 
Irun wa^. so choked up with troops and artillery, that I 
found great difficulty in passing through. 

I crossed the Bidassoa at noon on the 27th of April, 
by a temporary hridge of boats which the French had built 
for thar passage ; and, after a fayourable journey thit>u^ 
France, I arrived in London on the 8d of May. 
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CHAPTER XXII. 

THE SPANISH SCHOOL OF PAINTING. — SPANISH MUSIC.-^ 
PRODUCTS OF THS CLIMATE AND INDVSTRT.-*-POSTSCRIPT. 

Being in a great measure obliged to follow the order of 
dates and events in the preceding chapters, I thought it 
convenient to reserve for the concluding pages such observa- 
tions as I made during my residence in Spain, upon the 
state of the arts, and other subjects of a general nature. It 
would not be doing justice to that interesting ani very 
original country, to omit in a work of this kind all notice of 
her painting and music, and the products of her cUmate 
and industry. 

The Spanish school of painting is formed entirely on that 
of Italy, and may be said to date its origin from the re-union 
of the two crowns of Aragon and Castile. The monarchy 
soon after that event assumed a higher station in Europe 
than in its divided state it had ever before known. Her 
commerce with Italy, and with the other shores of the Me- 
diterranean, was increased to a very considerable extent; 
Granada, decorated with Arabian splendour, was conquered^ 
and the new world was discovered. The riches acquired 
from these sources, particularly the latter, naturally led to 
the erection of extenave and superb buildings, and the 
necessity of embellishing them gave a new stimulus to 
genius to exerdse all its faculties of imitation and invention. 
The neighbourhood of Italy, together with the pre-eminence 
of her literature and her arts, invited Spaniards to frequent 
her schools, and they returned imbued with her taste. The 



S46 THE SPANISH SCHOOL OF PAINTING. 

mind of the country was roused to activity by the wars in 
which she was engaged ; and there is httle doubt that if at 
that period Spain had obtained liberal political institutions, 
she would have been at this day mistress of the continent. 

In their early visits to Italy the Spanish students found 
newly-established the immortal schools of Leonardo Vinci, 
Michael Angelo, Raphael, Titian, and'Corregio. Amcmg 
those students were Luis de Velasco, of Castile ; Luis Vargas, 
of Seville; Vicente Joannes, and Francisco Aibalta, of Va- 
lencia ; and the three brothers, Juan, Francisco, and Este- 
fano Perola, of La Mancha ; who, though they left afiter 
them works which have been eclipsed by those of their suc- 
cessors, have, however, the merit of having exploded the 
Gothic style, and introduced the models of Italy. In 
addition to th^ exertions, numberless Italian artists, both in 
sculpture and painting, were invited and resorted to Spain^ 
who were employed in decorating the cathedrals and other 
public buildings. The Escurial, raised by Philip iL is 
almost exclusively of Italian workmanship, in every depart- 
ment of architecture, painting, and sculpture. With such 
a number of able professors, Spain arrived in the reign of 
this monarch to a degree of perfection in the fine arts which 
was unrivalled by any other country in Europe, except that 
from which she derived them. 

In architecture and sculpture, indeed, a great portion of 
the Gothic style still pre^ded ; but in painting, there was 
Gorrectness of design, nobleness of character, propriety 
of form and attitude, a good distribution of groups, and an 
eloquent truth of expression. The colouring might not 
have been altogether so fine as that of the Florentine school ; 
but the boldness, brilliancy, and force, of the chi^o'oscuro 
were introduced from the schools of Venice and Rome, and 
Ae artists generally adopted a free and masterly style. — 
There was scarcely a royal palace, or a mansion of a 
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grandee within or without the capital, which was not adorned 
with fanciful grotesques, magnificent frescoes, pictures, busts, 
and stuccoes. The cathedrals and other churches were 
decorated^ the windows in some of them painted— the vest^ 
ments of the altar richly embroidered, the sanctuaries, choirs, 
and chapels railed in with bronze ; the custodias, crosses^ 
chalices, and other ornaments, executed in gold and silver 
in a manner that did honour to the arts. 

It is remarkable that in the seventeenth century, when a 
vicious style of painting prevailed in different parts of Eu- 
rope, in consequence of a rage for imitating, without genius 
to^ual, the Bolognese school, the best masters of Spain ap^ 
peared. Such were Frandsco de Herrera, the elder, who 
handled the pencil with great boldness ; Francisco Zurbaran^ 
who followed the taste of Caravagio ; and, above all his age, 
Don Diego Velazquez, a master perfectly oiiginal, and 
inimitable in his tints, in his transcripts of nature, and par* 
ticularly in his singular faculty of making distance and airy 
i^ce appear in his pictures. Next to Velazquez, stands 
the graceful Murillo, who in his early productions imitated 
him ; but who had the courage to depend ultimately upon 
his own genius, and formed a new style remarkable for sen** 
timent and elegance. Besides these distinguished, masters^ 
the Zarinenas, and Jacinto Geronimo de Espinola, Pedro 
Orrente, and Luis Tristan, produced several works which 
have brought down their names to our time. 

There is a good collection of the productions of these and 
other Spanish masters in the museum of Madrid, an ex* 
tensive building in the vicinity of the Prado, which owes its 
origin to the present king. It is not yet finished, and never 
will be a handsome edifice, although it was designed upoa 
rather a graceful plan. But that plan was departed from 
by raising the wings too high ; and it has more the appear* 
ance of an hospital or a barrack than of a temple of the fine 
arts. It is divided intr difierent saloons, which are i^pn)* 
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priated to the Spanish, Italian, Flemish, Dutch, French, and 
German schools ; but those only of the two first are finished, 
and hung with paindngs; the greater number, if not the 
whole of which, have been contributed from the royal palaces 
and coimtry seats. The number of pictures in the Spanish 
school exceeds three hundred — ^that in the Italian five hun- 
dred* It is said that when the other schools are pi^epared, 
the king has paintings enough to fill them ; and that the 
whole number will exceed two thousand. His majesty also 
possesses many pieces of ancient sculpture, chiefly from the 
gallery of the queen Cristina, which are to be deposited in 
this museum. 

The general merit of the paintings is inferior to that of 
the paintings in the Louvre; and the reason lies not so 
much in the character of the masters as in the nature of 
their subjects, which are for the most part religious. Saints 
and martyrs, whose portraits are wholly imaginary, occupy 
a considerable part of the Spanish school, and several ot the 
latter are represented in the attitude of suffering, which pro- 
duces a disagreeable impression on the mind that no truth of 
colouring can remove.- But there are also in this, as well as 
in the Italian school, some works which have few rivals 
in the Thuilleties, or elsewhere. 

The picture of Velazquez painting the portrait of the In- 
fanta, Margarita Maria, of Austria, daughter of Philip IV. 
is, with the exception of La Perla in the Escurial, the finest 
production of the pencil which I have seen. The Infanta, 
about the age of elev^i years, is seen in the fore-ground, 
attended by two young female pages, who are sitting on 
each side of her. Her flowing flaxen hair is negligently 
ornamented with a bouquet of flowers, and the truth of her 
features is perfectly preserved in the mild beauty of her 
eyes, and the pale Austrian cheek, with which the roseate 
and animated countenances of her young companions form 
a charming contrast. On the right hand. are two dwarfs. 
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painted to the life, the younger of whom, counting on the 
averted attention of the princess, is playing with a dog. 
Two elderly attendants stand behind them in the shade. — 
On the left hand, Velazquez himself is seen at a distance, 
with the brush in his hand, the canvas stretched on a frame 
before him, and his eyes fixed on the Infanta. The frame 
stands out, and his figure is seen behind it with so much 
distinctness, that one might almost beUeve himself present 
at the living scene. Between Velasquez and the group in 
the fore-ground, there seems to be actual depth of space aad 
an iilterposition of atmosphere. The air of the chamber 
seems to float between them, and over them ; thus sepa- 
rating their positions perceptibly, and giving to the apart- 
ment depth, height^ and spaciousness. This is not alh Be-' 
hind the princess, in the back of the picture, a door is 
opened, which leads to a staircase which the king is about to 
ascend, after casting the gaze of a father upon this interest- 
ing scene. One may number the steps of the stairs, and 
observe their gradual ascent. They shine in light, and if 
the king were gone, it would seem as if a breath of wind 
would close the door. This is the peculiar and unequalled 
art of Velazquez, to make depth apparent by the manage- 
ment of light and shade; and in that respect, as well, indeed, 
as in the figures and grouping, this picture may be placed 
amongst the noblest productions of the pencil. 

There is a Bacchus crowning drunkards also by this great 
master, of considerable merit. His landscapes are few, his 
heads, saints, and portraits numerous, and all bearing the 
stamp of his genius. Next to Velazquez ranks, by every title, 
Bartolome Murillo, who had an inexhaustible affection for 
painting the infant Christ and his virgin mother. There is in 
this collection, a charming picture of the boy God by this 
artist^in which he is represented sitting on a stone in a field, 
his left hand resting on the neck of a lamb, and in his 
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right band a slender reed. The divinity shines from the 
hair, not in a halo, which wherever it is introduced seems to 
me unfHcturesque, but in an irregular emanation of light, 
which would almost app^r to be the brightness of thought. 
The eyes beam with frankness, wisdom, and love for that 
human race which he came to save. There are several holy 
fsunilies by Murillo, in which he has represented the child, 
the Virgin, and Joseph engaged in domestic scenes of a 
playful and endearing nature. He has also produced several 
Mugdalens, but only one in which he has succeeded. In 
gen»:al, Murillo, as well as other artists, found it difficult to 
represent a voluptuous figure, which passion had once inha^ 
bited and inspired, but whose beauty should be merged under 
a veil of penitence. The picture to which I allude is num* 
b^red 5 in the catalogue of the Museum. It is plain that 
the eyes had once been taught to reveal the desires of a cor- 
rupt heart, that the countenance and form had been endued 
with evepy qualification which could captivate a beholder. 
But their charms are dissolved : the eyes are filled with big 
tears; the cheeks are faded, stained, and neglected; the 
bosom is relaxed, and her very flesh weeps. 

It is not to be inferred that those pictures of Velazquez 
and Murillo, which I have mentioned, are the only pro- 
ductions of these celebrated Spanish masters which are worth 
noticing in the museum of Madrid. Of those of Velazquez 
I might further enumerate two garden views, the head of an 
old man, a coach and travellers entering a wood, the portrait 
of a sculptor, several portraits of Philip IV; marking his 
advance from youth to age, and a very distinguished repre- 
sentation of Apollo entering the forge of Vulcan, to inform 
him of the amours of Mai's and Venus. To these might 
be added (passing over his sacred subjects), his admirable 
pctures of Menippus and £sop, a courtier delivering a 
memorial, an idiot ^rl, and the fool of Coria ; the greater 
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number of which, as well as the picture of Velazquez 
painting the portrait of the Infanta Margarita Maria of 
Austria, have been engraved at Madrid in a style worthy of 
their ejccellence. 

A similar mark of distinction has been paid to the adora- 
tion of the shepherds, a gipsy woman with money in her 
hand, and several of the religious subjects of Murilla 

There are in the Museum several cook-shops and pauitings 
of &uit by Melendez, who would have succeeded admirably 
in such representations, if he had not introduced into them a 
little too much of the artificial grace of the French school. 
The same remark applies, in some degree, to the flower pic- 
tures of Bartolome Perez, whose tulips, hyacinths, and lilies 
are, however, incomparable. He, as well as Arellano, Es- 
pinos, and other Spanish flower painters, has contrived to 
animate his works by decorating the vases, in which the 
flowers are placed, with scenes from history and romance. 
There are very few pictures of Zurbaran in this collection, 
and these not worthy of his fame. His greatest works were 
to be seen in the convents and churches of Seville before the 
invasion of Buonaparte ; but the brother and generals of that 
imperial robber carried away, and have never been called 
upon to restore his productions, as well as the best of Mu- 
rillo'^s, which were deposited in the Alcazar and hospitals o£ 
that ancient city. 

In the museum of natural history in Madrid, there are 
also some fine paintings; but its principal feature, as the 
name implies, consists in a collection of fossils, specimens dug 
from gold, silver, and other mines; and stuffed skiqs of 
animals. There is an immense skeleton of a hippopotamus, 
which is in good preservation, and looks colossal compared 
with tbe skeleton of a beautiful Andalusian horse, which is 
placed near it. Perhaps the most curious exhibition in this 
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museum is a coUection of small stones, in which little land- 
scapes, and figures of men and animals, are seen drawn, as it 
is said, by the pencil of nature herself. My own belief is, 
that she had an ingenious assistant ; but if they have been 
originally found in the earth, or by the sea, with these strange 
impressions upon them, they deserve to be ranked amongst 
the rarest curiosities in the world. 

In would lead to an interesting as well as a useful disqui- 
sition, to inquire how it has happened that di£Perent musical 
instruments have become allied with the customs of different 
nations. The harp may be said to belong to Ireland, the 
bagpipes to Scotland, the flute to Germany, the violin to 
Italy, and the guitar to Spidn. The high-bom Spanish 
maiden still delights in this harmonious instrument, the sol- 
dier takes it with him on his march and into the camp ; the 
muleteer cheers his way over the mountains with its sound ; 
the carriers take it with them in their covered waggons ; the 
barber has one hung up in his shop, with which he amuses 
himself while waiting for a customer ; through every class, 
from the highest to the lowest, it is preserved with affectionate 
feelings; it is the symbol of love, the consoler of care, and 
equally suited to the movements of the fandango and bolero 
as to the sweetness of Spanish song ; or rather the dance and 
the ballad have followed in their figure and tone the genius 
of the guitar. 

Hence the music of Spain bears a character quite original. 
The simple air, heard without the harmonies in the chords 
of the guitar, would seem to a foreigner to possess little 
merit. There are, indeed, some old airs of Spain which 
every nation must admire; but, generally speaking, they 
are pretty, rather than powerful, and they depend a good 
deal upon the spirit and taste of the performer for their 
effect. The fandangos, boleros, and rigodoons are gay and 
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peculiarly pleasitig when well executed on the guitar, and 
the time marked by the motions of dancers^ and the blithe 
sounds of the castanets. These observations, however, chiefly 
apply to what may be called the ancient music of Spain, as 
compared with recent compositions. Beautiful as many 
portions of that music may be, there are none of them supe- 
rior, nor perhaps equal, in point of melody, to some of the 
new patriotic compositions. There is a fire, and at the same 
time a tenderness, in the best of these pieces, which, whatever 
becomes of the Constitution, promise them an immortality. 

I was detained a full hour one day in the streets, listening 
to two itinerant mudcians performing a war song. 0ne of 
them sung the air and played it at the same time on a violin, 
while his companion sung also and performed the accompa- 
niment on the guitar. Both were blind, and neither sung 
nor playedwith much skill, and yet it was surprising how 
much effect they threw into the words of the song. The 
air had occasional bursts of grandeur, which atiimated their 
fflghtiess countenances with a flush of inspiration. In the 
intervals between the verses, the leader recited passages from 
a prose rhapsody, the object of which was to rouse the Spa- 
niards to the remembrance of those injuries which France 
inflicted on the Peninsula, during the last war, to flatter them 
with the event of the contest, and to bid them bind on their 
swords for the extermination of the approaching invaders. 
One would be surprised at the attention with which these 
two bards were listened to. Tears glistened frequentiy in 
the eyes of those who were crowded around them. 

I could have wished, for the entertainment of the musical 
reader, that the nature of this work would have allowed 
the introduction of the notes of this song at least,- into these 
pages. But such an innovation would have drawn down 
upon me all tiie wrath of the classical critics ; and I shall 

A A 
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therefore limit myself to the insertion of a free transktioti of 
the words, for which I am indebted to a poetical friend : 

TO THE NATIONAL GUARD OF MADRID. 

A FRBE TRANSLATION. 

Abanzadf abanzad, Companeros ! 

CHORUS. 

March away, march away, gallant brothers. 
With the lance in your hands, march away ; 

Leave slayery, my comrades, to others. 
For freedom 's our watchword to-day. 

SOLO. 

We wore chains ; be their memory accurst ! 

We were slaves, but our hearts were still true ; 
Freedom spake, and our fetters were burst. 

And what Spaniards have sworn, they will do. 
Our rightr were unpurchased by gore. 

Our joy was unclouded by woe ; 
But ere we 11 be bondsmen once more. 

Our hearts' blood in torrents shall flow. 

CHORUS. 

March away, march away, gallant brothers, &c. 

SOLO. 

Shall Spain's noble soul be subdued. 

If a despot but utter his will? 
Let him try, he shall find in his blood. 

That freedom 's too strong for him still. 
If night once hung over the land. 

He shall find that the darkness is gone ; 
For freedom ascends bright and grand. 

And Spain hails her new risen sun. 

CHORUS. 

March away, march away, gallant brothers, &c. 

SOLO. 

What has Prance like the glory of Spain ? 

What has Russia, a savage and slave ? 
What has Italy, cursed to the chain ? 

May her tyrant soon find it his grave ! 
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Let the nations do what we have done ; 

Let them cling to their rights^ as we clings 
With our people, resistless and one. 

With our charter, the king of our king. 

CHORUS. 

' March away, march away, gallant brothers, &c. 

The air, to which these verses are admirably adapted, is 
named in the original from the introductory line, '^ Abanzad, 
Abanzad, Companeros !^ Besides this, there are El hymno 
del Congi'eso, and El bymno del Union, both of which are 
exceedingly beautiful. There are also several other Can- 
ciones Patrioticas, as they are called, which, together with 
those I have mentioned, could scarcely fail to be popular in 
England, if they were set to English words. I have brought 
over an ample collection of these compositions, which I have 
handed to a friend, from whose poetical and musical taste the 
public may soon expect a volume of Spanish melodies well 
worthy of their approbation. 

With regard to the productive industry of Spain, it may 
be said to be at present in a languishing state. The dis- 
covery of America, and the floods of gold that were poured 
into Spain from that quarter, arrested her progress in in-^ 
ternal manufactures at the time when the Moors bad brought 
them to a singular degree of perfection. Spaniards being 
enabled by their colonial wealth to purchase the products of 
foreign industry, paid little attention to the growth of ma- 
nufactures at home, and indeed disdained such occupations. 
Since the loss of her colonies, the Peninsula has been up to 
the present unfortunate moment involved in civil or fordgn 
warfare, which has paralyzed her trade, and prevented her 
from turning to advantage those boundless resources which 
her diversified climate, and her mountains and valleys, 
teeming with com, oil, and wine, afford. Those resources 
will never be fully developed until the people of Spain are 



356 PRODUCTS OF CLIMATE AND TNDUSTET. 

tranquil, assured of their possessions, and compelled, by the 
recognition of the independence of the South American 
states, to look for wealth at home. When that fortunate day 
arrives, they will find within their own territory mines in- 
finitely more productive than those of Mexico or Peru. 

For instance, not only in every province, but in every 
£Eurm, i may say, there are different' wines of the most ex- 
quisite flavour and body, which are not known beyond the 
gardens where they are grown. The reason is,' that from 
the mountainous nature of the country, there are no cheap 
means of conveyance. There are no navigable rivers, with 
the exception of the Guadalquivir^ and, I believe, a portion 
of the Ebro. For the last century a canal has been in pro- 
gress, for the purpose of facilitating the communications of 
Aragon with Castile; but it is not yet finished, and it has 
been found so enormously expensive, that it is not probable 
the government will soon attempt a similar work m any 
other part of. the country. >' ' 

Townsend says, that it is a pity to conv^t any of the 
Spanish wines into brandy. The remark is juk; but from 
the superabundance of their grapes, the Spaniards are ob- 
liged to distil a great proportion of their produce, and the 
process is so defective, that no foreigner can touch the spirits 
so manufactured. An improvement in this branch of in- 
dustry, and new facilities of conveyance by the construction 
- of roads, and the introduction of light waggons, would 
greatly contribute to increase the weslth of the Peninsula. 

Her wools, which formerly were prized in all parts of the 
world for their fineness, have latterly been little sought after, 
not only because in other nations, in England and France 
particularly, the growth of wools has been greatly improved, 
but also because the wools of Spain have degenerated. This 
is said to arise from the changes in national property and 
seignorial privileges, which have been brought about by the 
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Constitution, and which have done away the licence that the 
flocks formerly enjoyed to wander over extensive tracts of 
level and mountainous pastures. 

The breeds of cows and oxen are badly distributed through 
the provinces : in some there are tod many, in others, too 
few. In some districts the inhabitants never have cows^ 
milk ; they subsist on that of goats, numerous herds of which 
may be seen in and near Madrid, which supply the capital 
the greater part of the year. The race of mules and horses 
has been greatly deteriorated, from a strange policy which 
infected the government, of confining the horses to gentle- 
men, and encouraging the propagation of mules amongst the 
operative classes. The government, as is usual in cases of 
its unnecessary interference, succeeded in reducing both to a 
degenerate order. They allowed neither the importation 
nor exportation of entire horsesi, and by limiting the breed 
to those of Spdn, they enfeebled it. The saddle-horses are 
many of them very beautiful animals. Their form is quite 
Arabian, and their tails are permitted to sweep the ground. 
But they are unfit {or severe labour, and the peasantry know 
nothing of what we call in England a good roadster, or a 
good cart-horse. 

The harvest of oil may be estimated on an average at 
about six millions of arrobas *. It may be increased to at 
least double that amount with facility, and might be con- 
stituted a source of immense wealth, as it is an article 
which all the northern nations want. In the extraction and 
purification of the oil, the process however which is used 
in Spain stands in need of alteration. Some diligence has 
been used in this respect in Andalusia, Valencia, Catalonia, 
and Aragon ; but it cannot be concealed, that the flavour 

• An arroba is calculated at twenty-five pounds in weight, and at 
twelve quarts in liquid measure. 
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may be rendered much more delicate, and that it requires 
such an improvement. 

The annual produce of Spain in silk does not exceed a 
million and a half of pounds, though, with suitable encou- 
ragement, it might be augmented to a vast extent. The ma- 
nufacture of linen increases every day : in Galicia they weave 
annually upwards of six millions of yards. It is not, how- 
ever, to be compared in texture or fineness with the linen of 
Ireland : they are not sufficiently acquainted with the che- 
mical process of bleaching, nor have they the machinery 
necessary for this branch of industry. 

In Catalonia the manufacture of cotton made great pro- 
gress before the commencement of the civil war; and in the 
royal factories of Guadalajara and Brihuega private indivi- 
duals had opportunities of seeing English machinery for the 
manufacture of cloths, which they have imitated with great 
success in different parts of the country. Their best speci- 
mens are indeed inferior to those of England and France ; 
and their method of dyeing is a century behind ours, as they 
have not yet learned to apply the discoveries of chemistry to 
that important part of the process. 

In speaking of Cadiz, I made some observations upon the 
foreign trade of Spain, which may be said to be extinct, 
except in the article of Sherry wine. Her internal trade has 
been paralyzed by the civil contentions which have vexed her 
provinces for the last two years. Her population is esti- 
mated by the latest census at about eleven millions and a 
half. 
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In conclusion, I would add, that if the reader have found 
any parts of the narrative or descriptive matter of this volume 
familiar to his memory, from having read them before in a 
respectable and very widely extended journal of London, he 
will be justified in inferring, that they were communicated to 
that journal by the author of this work. 

One word more: — As an eye-witness, who is boutid to 
represent events in the shape in which they came before him, 
I have been under the painful necessity of relating scenes 
which I witnessed, and of speaking of the government and 
finances of Spain, in a manner which her ardent friends in 
England may think unjust. Upon the latter points, time 
shall vindicate or condemn my observations ; upon the former, 
I know I have spoken the truth, and I appeal to those im- 
partial English friends who were in Madrid when I resided 
there. 

But if any reader, after perusing these sheets, conclude 
from them that I am unfriendly to the liberties of Spain, I 
should regret it extremely. I went to that country perfectly 
unbiassed ; I soon saw that the Constitution was impracticable, 
and I perfectly agreed with those who wished that it was as 
much as.possible assimilated to the Constitution of England. 
But I did then abhor, as I do still, and ever shall abhor, the 
entry of a foreign power armed for the purpose of carrying 
those improvements into effect. Under such auspices no 
alterations can be effectual, and I am sure they cannot be 
for the benefit of freedom. 

The French bayonets may prescribe a new Constitution 
for Spain, but they will write it in sand. As soon as they 
retire, the tide of liberty will set in again, and break up all 
their futile and laborious calculations. 
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Prmcipai Articles of *' The Statutes of the Confederation of 
the Spanish Communeros" 

*^ Article I . The Confederation of the Spanish Communeros is 
the association of all the Spanish Communeros scattered through 
the territory of the Spains for the purpose of imitating the rir- 
taes of those heroes who^ like Padilla and Lanuza^ lost their lives 
for the liberties of their country. 

'^ 2. The Confederation is understood to be composed of each 
Commnnero in particular^ with all the others^ and of all the others 
with each in particular^ thus constituting a homogeneous body in 
the strictest union. 

^* 3. The essential object of the Confederation is to support^ at 
any sacrifice^ the rights and liberties of the Spanish people^ as 
they are laid down in the political Constitution of the Monarchy, 
recognizing as an unalterable fundamental principle the third 
article of the said Constitution. [jThis article is as follows : — 
The sorereignty resides essentially in the nation^ and therefore 
to it appertains exclusirdy the right of making its fundamental 
laws.] ^ 

'^ 4. The Confederation is divided into communities. 

'* 5. A community is the assembly of all the Commimems of 
one merindad. 

** 6. One merindad is the territory of one province of Spain, 
according to the geographical division already established, or 
which is proceeding to be established. 

'^ 7- Each merindad is divided into an indefinite number of 
torres. 

'^ 8. A torre is the house where one section of the community 
assembles, whose maximum will consist of i^fty members, and 
whose minimum of seven. 

"9. Every military corps is excepted from this rule^ of what- 
ever description it maybe, as this w^ always form ene section, of 
whatever number it may consist. 

^M2. All Communeros are equal a» to their rights and obli* 
gations. 

''13. Xheir rights are those of aspiring to all the honorary 
offices of the Confederation, and of being under its protection. 

b 
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''14. Their obligations, besides those which they contract bv 
their oaths, are to contribute punctually to the fortress to vhi<m 
they belong, according to the quota appointed to them, for the 
expenses of the Conjuration, unless exempted from it by the 
competent authority, in consideration of limited means. 

'M5. Each member is also under the obligation of prudently 
reminding his brother Communeros of the faults which he ob- 
serres in their public or private conduct, giving them at the 
same time the most salutary advice which his experience and his 
zeal for the prosperity of the Confederation and the honour of 
the Communeros may dictate. 

'^ 16. He is also strictly bound to investigate the causes of the 
evils which may afflict his country, or impede its happiness^ whe- 
ther it be through the fault ofthe public Amctionaries, or tbroug^h 
the ignorance of the people concerning their rights, and to pro- 
pose to the Confederation, in the assembly to which he belongs^ 
whatever measures he deems expedient to remedy them, pro- 
moting, by every means in his power, the national prosperity. 

'^ 17. Although the Communeros are under the obligation of 
fevouring each other mutually^ no one of them shall court the 
&vour or the influence of the Confederation, in order to gain 
official appointments, since these ought to rest solely on his ser- 
vices and merits : but the Confederation will influence them by 
all the legftl means which are within its reach, in order that they 
Biay fall to persons of probity, of enlightened minds, and of 
known attachment to the constitutional system. 

" 18. 19, 20, and 21. A Communero may withdraw from the 
Confederation, but not without the absolute license of the Pre- 
flident; he must, in thb case, give up all distinctions and docu- 
ments, which he is at the same time obliged, under the strictest 
responsibility, to keep secret during his life, so far as they relate 
to the aflUrs of the Society, and to do nothing against its in- 
stitutions. 

*^ 22. Every Communero is subject, for his faults, to the penal- 
ties laid down in the Code of the Constitution. 

'* 23. The supreme government of the Confederation is re- 
presentative. 

*' 24. This government is confided to a Supreme Assembly, 
consisting of one Procurator from each merindad. 

'^ 25. In each n^erindad there will be a Governing Junta, 
which is to be charged with the government of the fortress in its 
district." 

1l6w This article determines the manner of constituting the 
Supreme Assembly, which is to be elected by a majority of the 
votes of the Procurators of the merindads^ points <Hit also its 
powers, which are to resolve, in common with the other membess 
of the Supreme Assembly, whatever may be deemed expedient to 
the pTotsperity of the Confederation. 
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' 27. The attributes of the Supreme Assembly are— to direct 
the busiuess of the Confederation according to its institution^ and 
in conformity with the political circumstances of the nation;-^ 
2dly^ to enforce the observance of the statutes^ the rules^ and the 
code of the Confederation j-^diy^ to constitute merindads^ au- 
thorising them with proper patents ; — 4thly, to grant letters of 
admission to all the Communeros^ and the necessary patents to 
the torres ; — ^5th]y> to communicate its resolutions and measures 
to the governing juntas^ with suitable injunctions for the circu- 
kttioD o^ and compliaince with, them, in all the sections of their 
district; — 6thly, to receive, apply, and publish the state of the 
lands, and of their application ; — 7thly, to change the words, the 
signs, and countersigns, when necessary; — 8thly, to dispense 
from the payment of contributions such Communeros as may be 
limited in their means. 

" 28. The Supreme Assembly will reside in the capital of the 
realm, unless a foreign invasion, or an atrocious persecution on 
the part of the enemies of liberty, should compel them to establish 
themselves in some other place. 

** 29. The Supreme Assembly cannot deliberate, unless there 
«re present at least two-thirds of its Members. 

^^ 30. The place where it holds its sittings is to be called the 
Alcazar of the Supreme Assembly. 

"31. The Supreme Assembly will elect from its own body, by 
an absolute majority of votes, a Commander, a Lieutenant-Com- 
mander, an Alcaide, a Treasurer, and four Secretaries. 

'^ 32. It will elect besides three Committees, under the titles 
of Justice, Vigilance, and Administration. 

" 33. The Commander will distribute the business amongst 
the Secretaries, and will name the extraordinary Committees, 
which may be necessary for the preparation of the labours, or 
other objects of the .Supreme Assembly; he will take care that 
order and decorum are observed in the debates; he will give 
precedency in them, according to the order in which it may have 
been demanded; he will open and close the sittings with the 
prescribed forms, and will summon extraordinary meetings when- 
ever he thinks it expedient." 

34, 35, and 36, prescribe the duties of the Alcaide (the 
keeper of the Alcazar, the place where the sittings are held), 
the treasurer and secretaries: 37, 38, 39, and 40, prescribe the 
powers of the three Committees above named, which refer only to 
the internal management of the Confederation. 

"41. In the month of April every year, the Supreme Assem- 
bly will issue a report of the points of public utility upon which 
it nas been employed, showing the state of the consolidation and 
perfection of the Constitutional System and the public property." 

42. Immaterial : 43 and 44 prescribe the form of the patent 
for authorizing the merindads, whidi are to b^ signed by the 
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Supreme AsflemUy^ and sealed with ike seal of tlie Coiif(Nler«tien ; 
45, 46, 47, and 48, prescribe the form of electing aod authoriziag 
the governing Juntas of each merifidad } 49, each governing Junta 
will elect a Governor, a Lieutenant-Governor, an Alcaide, a Trea- 
surer, two Secretaries* and a Committee of Vigilance aod Justice 
(50); the attributes of the Committee are (51) to see that the 
statutes, &c. are complied with in each merindad, to adopt urgent 
measures, when circumstances do not permit them to consult the 
Supreme Assembly; to S'od up the Act of Recognition from the 
merifidad to the Supreme Authority 3 to communicate the resolu- 
tions and arrangements of the Supreme Assembly to each of the 
torrefo within their merindad, to establish torres, and to grant 
powers to the Procurator of the merindad in the Supreme AssemUj. 

" 52. The Act of Recognition from the merindad to the Su<> 
preme Assembly will be drawn up in the following terms : ' We, 
the Governor and the other members of the governing Junta of 

N , assembled in the place of our Sessions to furnish you 

with our Act of Recognition and obedience, as the Supreme 
Authority of the Confederation, in virtue of the faculties with 
which we are invested, we hereby recognize you as the said Su- 
preme Authority, and we promise you for ourselves, and in the 
name of this community, to keep and perform, and to cause to be 
kept and performed, all your decrees, orders and measures whid>» 
conformably with the statutes, your knowledge and patriotic seal 
shall dictate. Given in a place impenetrable to perfidy, ^gned- 
by the Governor, Alcaide, Treasurer, and Secretary.' 

53,54. The governing. Junta will reside in the capital of its 
merindad, and the place where it will hold its Sessions shdl be« 
called Ike Casde of Liberty, 

55. The Governor distributes the business of the Secretaries^^ 
presides at debates, &c. 

" 56. The Alcaide is charged with the security of the ca8tle»> 
the conservation of its effects, and the custody of the seal of the 
merindad ; he is also to inspect the receipts and expenditures of 
the treasury, and to recognize all the Communeros who present. 
themselves at the fortress." 

57, 58, 59, 60, prescribe the duties of the Treasurer, Secre-- 
taries, the Committees of vigilance and justice. 

61, 62, 63. When the Governor attends any of the torres ' 
within his merindad, he presides at them. The governing Juntafrr 
are to send every February, and as often besides as they may- 
deem it necessary, reports of their proceedings to the Supreme 
Assembly. The governing Junta cannot deliberate, unless the 
' moiety of its Members, and one be^des, are present. 

64, 65«66p S7^^, 6id, 70^ 71, 72. The torres are consti-* 
tated ^aoBodxBg to a prescribed Hovm, and axe governed each by 
an Alcaide, a captain of the keys* a treasurer^ and secretair. 
Eaeh torre is to elect a Committee of VigSanee* The Alcaide 
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presides. The eaptain of the keys is to recognize the individuals 
who present themselves at the torre, and to attend them through 
the forms of their enlistment. Besides the business of complying 
with the orders and mandates which emanate from the Supreme 
Assembly, or from the governing Junta, thetorres should employ 
themselves in matters which relate to the defence and support of 
the Spanish Constitution, proposing to their res]^ective Juntas 
whatever they deem convenient to that purpose, and conducive to 
the welfare of the country. 

7S, 74, 75, 76. Wherever there are three or more Communeros 
associated, not amounting to seven, they will fbrm a fort, which 
is to place itself in communication with the nearest torre, and to 
regulate its operations according to the instructions which it 
receives from it. The fort is to be governed by a Captain of the 
keys and a secretary, and may consider propositions relative to 
the object of the Confederation, which it will send to the torre on 
which it depends, with such observations as were made upon it 
during the discussion. 

" il. In order to be enlisted under the standard of the Con- 
federation, it is necessarv that the candidate should be in com- 
plete possession of the nghts of a Spaniard ; that he should be 
above nineteen years of age ; that he should be of proper habits, 
and have the reputation of an honourable man amongst his com- 

Cions ; that he should be some trade or profession; or should 
ean income upon which he subsists ; that he should be attached 
to the Constitutional System of the monarchy, and should abhor 
tyranny under whatever form it appears 5 that he should take 
the Oaths of the Institution, and subject himself to the proofs 
and formalities which the regulations for this act require. 

" 78. Every Communero has the faculty of proposing for en- 
listment in the Confederation any Spaniard whom he considers 
worthy, according to the qualifications required by the statutes. 

'' 79. The Communero who intends to propose a member ought 
previously to have informed himself of his political opinions, and 
his decision in the cause of liberty ; but he will apprize him of 
the" object of the Confederation only in a vague manner, with- 
out discovering its nature or circumstances, or the persons of 
which it is composed. 

'* 80. The propositions for admitting candidates shall be in 
writing, and signed by the proposer, and shall state the name of 
the candidate, his age, his trade or profession, the place of his 
birth, and his residence." 

81, 82, 83, refer to the means for ascertaining the character 
of the candidate, and if it be found unobjectionable, it is passed 
to the Commission of Vigilance (84), who shall report upon it 
within ^\^ days after (85). If the proposition shall be approved 
by six out of seven parts of the votes of the Communeros present 
at the time, it shall be passed to the Governing Junta (86, 87), 
and if approved by two out of three parts of the Communeros 
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preseiit, it diall be Mat hack to the torre> wbidi (88) shall pro- 
ceed forthwith to the enliBtmeot. 

^^ 89« Before the act of enlistmeiit shall oomraeDoe, the can- 
didate shall sign^ in the Guard^room* the following oath :-«-< I 
swear to keep secret^ during my life, whatever I have heard or 
understood from the time that I determined to offer myself for 
admission to this assembly, and also whatever I may see or under- 
stand hereafter relative to it — Sworn and signed.' 

^^ 90. The ceremonies of enlistment being gone through, he will 
make and sign the oath of the Gommuneros in the following 
terms : — * I swear before God and upon my honour, before this 
assembly of Spanish Gommuneros, that I will guard and defend^ 
at every hazard, and by every possible means in my power, 
wherever I shall be, whether alone or in company with con- 
federates, . the rights and liberties of the Spanish nati(m, and of 
Spaniards in particular, as they are laid down in the political 
constitution of the monarchy, recognizing, as an unidterable 
basis, that the sovereignty resides essentially in the nation, and 
therefore to it exclusively belongs the right of establishing its 
fundamental laws, as it is literally exphuned in the third ar- 
ticle of the same. I swear also to guard and obey the statutes 
and regulations of the Confederation, and such orders conformable 
with them which are given to me by the Authorities of the said 
Confederation. I swear likewise to preserve during my life the 
most inviolable secresy with respect to all the affairs of the 
C<mfederation 5 and I further swear to maintain unalterable 
union and fraternal friendship with all confederates, assisting 
lliem with my person and property in all dangers and neces- 
aities ; and submitting to amicable conciliation any complaint or 
resentment which I may have against one or more of them. And^ 
lastly, I swear to maintain, and defend, at every hazard, the afore- 
said, and, imitating the illustrious Padilla and Lanuza, to die 
with arms in my hand sooner than submit to tyranny. And if I 
should fail to perform these solemn oaths, I declare myself a 
perjurer and a traitor to the Confederation, and deserving to be 
ignominiously expelled from it, and subject to such other penalties 
as it might inflict. — Sworn and signed.* 

^^91. Every Communero shall, upon his enlistment, make a 
donation to tne Confederation according to his means, but not 
under 40 reals vellon." , 

92, 93, 94, 95, 96, direct that the enlistments be com- 
menced by the supreme authority, the form of the letter of 
admission to be granted by the same to the new Communero^ 
accompanied by a distinction ; forbid the proposition of a rejected 
candidate a second time in the same year ; make certain pro- 
visions in case a candidate who has been a|^roved of should 
refuse to comply with the ceremonies of enlistment, and authorise 
the supreme authority to dispense witli these forms in certain 
exigeacies> 



97 to 106> r^nbte the mamier ci tkctiiig the dtier^t 
functionaries^ who are tcr take the following oath :-«-^ I swear to 
keep in the most profound seciesy, however dangerous the cir^ 
eumstances in which I majr be pHused^ whatever may be confided 
to me relative to the exercise of my office^ and to transmit £utli«* 
fully to my successor such information concerning it as may be 
intrusted to me.' 

107 to 110^ prescribe the form of submitting propositions for 
discussion, and of voting upon them.-^lll to 120 refer to the 
sessions^ which^ in ordinary cases, are to be held twice a week, 
but oftener if extraordinary circumstances should render them 
necessary: to the days on which they are to be held, and the 
naanner in which they are to be conducted. 

121, 122. Each merindad is to pay 500 reals for its patent; 
each torre 60 reals for its letter ; for each letter of recognition 60 
reals; for the seals of the merindad and the distinction of each 
Communero their just value, and each member 4 reals per month* 

123, 124, 125, not material. 126 to* 133 regulate the ad- 
ministration of the funds. 134 to 155 regulate the mode of 
correspondence, the archives, and the means of enforcing the 
statutes.' 

The following are the principal rules for the interior govern- 
ment of the Confederaticm. 

3. " In the place of arms, the Session Chamber of the Assembly, 
there shall be various inscriptions to record the glorious actions 
of the heroes of the Confederation. In the front there shall be 
placed a sepulchral urn, in which shall be deposited the ashes 
of the most illustrious Communeros, if they can be obtained, as 
well as the documents relating f o their deeds of heroism ; and, in 
defect of the former, an image shall be substituted. At a short 
distance from the urn shall be placed a table covered with purple 
tapestry, on which shall be placed a shield painted with the arms 
of the Confederation, and also the seal of the society ; five chairs 
for the presidents and officers shall be arranged at its extremity, 
and along its side benches. At the end of the benches shall be 
placed three cylindrical towers with battlements, of a height pro- 
portioned to the chamber, equi-distant from each other, and in a 
line. On the middle one shall be inscribed, the Constitution of 
the Monarchy; on the right hand one, the third article of the 
Constitution of the Monarcliy; and. on the left hand one, the 
Co7ifederation sustains at any Sacrifice the Rights and Liberties 
of the Spanish People. In each tower shall wave a standard of 
tae Confederation, purple with a white castle in the centre. The 
door shall be fortified by a portcullis and drawbridge, which slTall 
be raised during the sittings, and guarded by five lancers. 

" 13. The sittings shall be arranged in such a manner that 
they can never be surprised ; to which end the presidents shall 
appoint guards pn^rticmed to the respective strength of the 
communities* 
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'^ 14« Before openiiig the sesrioD^ the ofioers of the gutrd will 
place a seDtinel with a lanoe in the guard-room, whom they will 
direct to permit no person to enter without pre?ioittIy giving 
the sign and countersign, and unless inrested in his proper 
insignia. 

'^ 17' The presidents will open the session^ in a loud and 
solemn tone> according to the following formula : ' Companions I 
a fatality defeated the endeavours of our heroical predecessors in 
the field of VillaJar. Three ages of despotism and slavery fd- 
lowed that unfortunate erent; and although the nation, con- 
ducted to the hrow of the precipice, recovered its liberty in the 
year 1808, at the expense <^ such great sacrifices, yet in the year 
1814 our want of prudence and energy plunged us afresh into 
the deep abyss of slavery. Six years of blood and desolation passed 
over us, until we saw again our liberties re-established in the 
code of oar rights — the Spanish Constitution. . Let us be on the 
Alert, and let us resolve to die sooner than consent to the pri- 
vation of this deposit of our liberties, which has consecrated the 
national sovereignty as an immutable princi[^. Do you swear 
it, Communeros P' ' Yes, we swear it V they shaJi all answer^ 
putting their hands on their swords. 

^' 22. The session shall be closed with the following form : — 
' Let us retire, Communeros, to give rest to our minds and to 
repair the strength of our bodies, that we may return with fresh 
vigour to the defence of our country's liberties.' " 

Several of the succeeding articles are taken up with regulating 
the manner of carrying on the correspondence with the different 
hranches of the Confederation. 

'^ 60. The manner <^ conducting the enlistment is this : the 
previous requisites having been gone through, the Captain of the 
Keys will proceed to the guani-room, where the candidate is 
placed, and will point out to him the grave obligations which he 
IS about to contract, giving him to understand that when once he 
has taken the oath of the Communeros, he is responsible for hie 
x^mpliance with th6 laws of the Confederation. If the candidate 
jshows that he is determined, he will sign the oath already spe>* 
icified. 

'^61. The candidate will then be left alone in the guard^room, 
on the table of which there will be placed a copy of the statutes, 
that he may examine them. 

*' 62. Aner giving him time for reflection, a paper will be pre- 
sented to htm to sign, containing the following questions: — 1. 
What are the most sacred obligations which a citizen owes to his 
coufitry?-*-^. What punishment would you inflict on him who 
fails in these obligations? — 3. How would you reward him who 
would sacrifice every thing to comply with them strictly? 

" 63. The candioate (or rather the recruit, as it is expressed) 
shall answer in writing ; which, after being read in the assembly^ 
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shall be approved of, if it be conformable with the principles of 
the Confederation." 

63 to 70. The recruit is then introduced into the chamber of 
the assembly with various ceremonies ; when these are finished^ 
the members shall rise from their seats and take their arms in 
their hands^ while the president shall say, ^ You are now a Com- 
munero : and in proof of it, all the Coramuneros will defend you. 
from all the strokes which malignity may aim at you, if you 
comply with your oaths ; but if not, you will suiier the penalties 
which are found in the code corresponding with your faults against 
the Confederation.' The new member is then invested with a 
decorative scarf, after which the Captain of the Keys will place 
the standard in his left hand, telling him, ^ This is the invincible 
and glorious standard of the Confederation of Communeros, dyed 
in the blood of Padilla. Your country and the whole Confederation 
hope that you will imitate that hero, by meeting death sooner 
than see this glorious standard outraged by any tj^rant/ He is 
finally invested with the sword by the Alcaide, who says, ^ This 
is the sword of your country ; I deliver it to you, that you may 
defend the liberties marked out in the constitution of the mo* 
narchy, and the sacred principle that the sovereignty resides 
essentially in the nation. The Confederation confides in your 
honour ; but if you fail in your obligations, may the Supreme 
Being, who sees your heart, pursue you to your destruction !' " 

With respect to the penal code of the Confederation, its penalties 
are ignominious expulsion, forced dismissal, tacit dismissal, warn- 
ing, public reparation, private reparation, public censure, private 
^ censure, attendance at three meetings without voice or vote, fines 
from four to forty reals vellon, and secret warning. He who con- 
^ires directly and overtly (5th artide) to destroy or alter those 
statutes of the Confederation, which are identified with the con- 
stitution of the monarchy, shall be considered as a traitor to his 
oaths, and condemned moreover to the punishment of ignominious 
expulsion and the privation of his letter and scarf; his name 
shall be erased wherever it may be found, and his guilt shall be 
mentioned to all confederates, m order that, carefully watching 
his conduct, they may persecute him on every occasion as a dan- 
gerous person, and as inimical to the interests of the whole 
society of freemen. Minor shades of guilt are punished by minor 
penalties, and proper tribunals are constituted for trying thecul* 
prits and awarding their chastisement. 
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The President of the Comneil of Mimsters, charged, ad interim, 
with the Portfmille of Foreign Affairs j to ALthe Count de la 
Garde, Minister of the King^ at Madrid. 

^ M. le Comte.— Your political situatioii being changed^ in 
consequence of the resolution taken at Verona, it is becmning 
Frendi sincerity to charge you to acquainit the government of hjs 
Catholic Majesty with the dispositions of the government of hia 
Most Christian Majesty. 

'' Since the revolution^ which took place in Spain in the month 
of Aprils 1820, France, notwithstanding the dangers with which 
the revolution threatened her, has used idl her efforts to strengthen 
the ties which united the two kings, and to maintain the relations 
which existed between the two nations. 

** But the influence under which the changes were operated, 
which have taken place in the Spanish monarchy, is become more 
powerful by the very results of these changes, aa it was easy to 
foresee* 

*' A Constitution, which King Ferdinand had neither reooenised 
nor accepted when he resum^ the thrown, was afterwards im« 
posed upon him by a military insurrection. The natural con- 
sequence of this fact has been, that everv discontented Spaniard 
has thought himself authorised to seek, by the same means, the 
establishment of an order of things more in unison with his 
opinions and his principles. The employment of force has esta- 
blished the right of force. 

'' Hence the movements of the guards at Madrid, and the ap- 
pearance of armed corps in different parts of Spain. The provinces 
bordering on France have chiefly been the theatre of civil war. 
This state of confusion in the Peninsula has placed France under 
the necessity of putting herself in a state of security. The events 
which have taken place since the establishment of an army of 
observation at the foot of the Pyrenees have sufficiently justified 
the precautionis of his majesty's government. 

^^ Meantime, the Congress, announced last year to determine 
on the affairs of Ital^, met at Verona. 

*' France, as an integral part of this Congress, had of course 
to explain the reason of the armaments to which she had been 
forced to have recourse, and the eventual use she might make <^ 
them. The precautions of France have appeared just to her 
allies, and the Continental powers have taken the resolution to 
unite with her to aid her (if it should ever become necessary) to 
maintain her dignity and her repose. 
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'' France would have been contented with a resolution at once 
80 kind and so honourable to her; but Austria^ Russia^ and 
Prussia, have judged it necessary to add to the particular act of 
the alliance a manifestation of these sentiments. Diplomatic 
notes are, with this view, addressed by these three powers to their 
respective ministers at Madrid, who will communicate them to 
the Spanish government, and will follow in their farther conduct 
the orders they shall have received from their court. 

*' As for you, M. ,le Count, in giving these explanations to the 
cabinet of Madrid, you will say to 'it, that the government of the 
king is intimately united with its allies in the firm resolution to 
repel by every means revolutionary movements and principles; 
that it is equally united with its allies in the wishes which they 
form, that the noble Spanish nation may find within itself a re- 
medy for its evils, which are calculated to alarm the governments 
of Europe, and oblige them to take precautions that are always 
painful. 

*' You will, above all, take care to declare that the people of 
the Peninsula, when restored to tranquillity, will find in their 
neighbours true and sincere friends. Jn consequence, you will 
give to the Cabinet of Madrid the assurance that assistance of all 
kinds which France can afford to Spain shall be always offered to 
it to insure its happiness, and to increase its prosperity : but you 
will declare, at the same time, that France will not relax, in any 
point, the measures of preservation which she has taken, so long 
as Spain shall continue to be torn by factions. The government 
of his Majesty will not even hesitate to recall you from Madrid^ 
and to seek its guarantees in more efficacious measures, if its 
essential interests continue to be compromised, and if it loses the 
hope of an amelioration, which it takes pleasure in expecting from 
the sentiments which have so long united the Spaniards and the 
French in the love of their Kings, and a wise liberty. 

'^ Such, M. le Comte, are the instructions which the King has 
ordered me to transmit to you, at the moment when the Notes of 
the Cabinets of Vienna, Berlin, and St. Petersburgh, are going to 
be delivered to that of Madrid. These instructions will serve you 
to make known the dispositions and the determination of the 
French government on this important occasion. 

'^ You are authorised to communicate this despatch, and to 
give a copy of it, if you should be asked for it. 

« Paris, 25th December, 1822." 

Despatch from the Count de Nesselrode to the Charge d* Affaires 
of Russia, at Madrid, dated Verona, the 1 Ath {26th) Novem^ 
ber, 1822. 

The Sovereigns and the Plenipotentiaries assembled at Verona, 
in the firm intention of consolidating, more and more, the peace 
which £urope enjoys, and to {Movent whatever might tend to 
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compromise that state of general tranquillity^ were led^ from the 
first moment of their assemblings to direct their anxious and se- 
rious attention towards an ancient monarchy^ which had been agi- 
tated with internal commotions during two years, and which could 
not but excite, in an equal degree, the solicitude^ the interest^ and 
the apprehensions ofthe other Powers. 

When, in the month of March, 1820, some perjured soldiers 
turned thoir arms against their Sovereign and their country, to 
impose upon Spain laws which the public reason of Europe, en- 
lightened by the experience of ages, stamped with its highest 
disapprobation, the allied Cabinets, and particularly that of St. 
Petersburgh, hastened to point out the calamities that would fol- 
low in the train of institutions which consecrated military revolt^ 
by the very mode of their establishment. 

These fears were but too soon and too thoroughly justified. 
They are no longer theories nor principles, which are now to be 
examined and approved. Facts speak aloud ; and what feeling 
must they not in^ire in every Spaniard who yet cherishes a love 
for his king and country ! What regret must be experience<l at 
the ascendency of the men who have brought about the Spanish 
Revolution ! 

At the moment when a deplorable success crowned their enter- 
prise, the integrity of the Spanish monarchy was the object of 
the Spanish government. The whole nation participated in the 
wishes of his Catholic Majesty; all Europe had offered him an 
amicable intervention to restore for him, on solid basis, the au- 
thority ofthe mother country over distant regions which formerly 
constituted her wealth and her strength. Encouraged, by a ^tal 
example, to persevere in rebellion, the provinces where it had 
alreaay broken out found, in the events ofthe month of March^ 
the best apology for disobedience, and those which had remained 
faithful immediately separated from the mother country; justly 
afraid of the despotism which was about to oppress its unfortunate 
Sovereign, and a people whom rash innovations condemned to 
traverse the whole range of revolutionary disasters. 

To the disorders of America were soon added the evils that 
are inseparable from a state of things where the conservative prin- 
' ciples of social order had been forgotten. 

Anarchy appeared in the train of revolution ; disorder in the 
train of anarchy. Long years of tranquil possession soon ceased 
to be a sufficient title to 'property; the most sacred rights were 
soon disputed ; ruinous loans ana contributions, unceasingly re- 
newed, soon attacked both public wealth and the fortunes of pri- 
vate individuals. As was the case at that epoch, the bare recol- 
lection of which makes Europe shudder, religion was despoiled of 
her patrimony 5 the throne of popular respect 5 the royal dignity 
was outraged ; and authority was transferred to assemblies where 
the blind passions of the multitude seized upon the reins of 
government. Lastly^ and to complete the psu'allel with those 
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dayd of calaitfitf/ ^ unhappily re-produoed in Spain, on the 7tli 
of July, blood was seen to flow in the palace of the King, and a 
civil war raged throughout the Peninsula. 

During nearly three years, the Allied Powers continued to 
flatter themselves that the Spanish character — that character so 
constant and so generous, when the safety of the country was in 
question, and lately so heroic when it struggled against a power 
produced by revolution — would show itself at last, even in the 
men who had the misfortune to betray the noble recollections 
which Spain might proudly recall to every nation in Europe. 
They flattered themselves that the government of his Catholie 
Majesty, undeceived by the first lessons of a fatal experience, 
would adopt measures, if not to stop, by one common eflbrt, the 
numerous calamities which were bursting upon them from all 
sides, at least to lay the foundations, of a remedial system, and 
to secure gradually to the throne its legitimate rights, and its 
necessary prerogatives : also, to give to subjects adequate pro- 
tection, and to property indispensable guarantees. But those 
hopes hare been utterly falsified. The lapse of time has only 
brought with it fresh injustice ; violence has been increased ; the 
number of nctims has frightfully augmented 3 and Spain has 
already seen more than one warrior, and more than one faithful 
citizen, hurried to the scafifold 

it is thus that the revolution of the 9th of March went on, day 
by day, hastening the ruin of the Spanish monarchy, when two 
particular events occurred which excited the most serious attention 
of foreign governments. 

In the midst of a people to whom devotion to their kings is an 
hereditary sentiment ; a people who, for six successive years, shed 
the noblest blood tft recover their legitimate monarchy — that 
monarch and his family were reduced to a state of notorious and 
almost absolute captivity. His brothers, compelled to justify 
themselves, were daily menaced with the dungeon or the axe,r 
and imperious commands forbade him, with his wife dying, to quit, 
the capital. 

On the other hand, in imitation of the revolutions of Naples, 
and Piedmont, which the Spanish conspirators constantly repre* 
sent as their own work, we hear them announce that their plans, 
of subversion have no limits. In a neighbouring country they 
strove with unremitting perseverance to encourage tumults and 
rebellion. In more distant states they laboured to create accom-* 
plices ; the activity of their proselytism was every where felt; and 
every where it produced the same disasters. 

Such conduct would, of necessity, excite general reprobation.. 
Those Cabinets which sincerely desired the good of Spain inti- 
mated, during two years, their sentiments, by the nature of the 
relations which they maintain with its government. France saw 
herself obliged to confide to an army the protection of her fron- 
tiers; and probacy she will be com|)elled also to confide to it the 
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0Mk of pattbg an end to tliose provocations which hare rendered 
it necessary. Spain herself has rebelled^ in some parts^ against a 
system which is foreign to her habits^ to her known loyalty, and 
to her entirely monarchical traditions. 

In this state of things, the Emperor, our august master, has 
determined to take a step which cannot leave to the Spanish nation 
any doubt as to his true intentions, nor as to the sincerity of the 
wishes he entertains in her behalf. 

It is to be feared that the dangers arising from vicinity, which 
are always imminent, those which menace the Royal Family, and 
the just complaints of a neighbouring State, will terminate in 
creating, between him and Spain, the most grave embarrassments. 

It is this painful extremity which his Majesty would avoid, if 
possible ; but, as long as the King is not in a condition to express 
freely his will ; as long as a deplorable order of things facilitates 
the efforts of the artists of revolutions, who are united by one 
common bond with those of the other countries of Europe, to 
trouble its repose, is it in the power of the ]&nperor, is it in the 
power of any monarch, to ameliorate the relations of the Spanish 
government with foreign powers ? 

On the other hand, how easy would it be to attain this essen- 
tial end, if the King recovered, with his perfect liberty, ^the 
means of putting an end to civil war, of preventing a foreign war, 
and of surrounding himself with the most enlightened and the 
most faithful of his subjects, in order to give to Spain those in- 
stitutions which her wants and her legitimate wishes require. 

Then, free and tranquil, she could not but inspire Europe with 
the security which she would herself enjoy 3 and then, too, the 
iPowers which now protest against the conduct of her government 
would be eager to renew with her relations truly amicable and 
founded upon mutual good will. 

It is a long time since Russia announced these grand truths to 
the attention of Spaniards. Never had their patriotism higher 
destinies to fulfil than at this moment. What glory for them to 
conquer revolution, a second time, and to prove that it can never 
exercise dominion in a country where ancient virtues, aki indelible 
attachment to principles which guarantee the duration of society, 
and respect for a holy religion, will always triumph over anarchi- 
cal doctrines, and the artifices employed to extend their fatal in- 
fluence. Already one portion of the nation has declared itself. 
It only remains for the other portion to unite instantly, with their 
King, to deliver Spain — ^to save it— to assign it, in the great 
European family, a place so much the more honourable, because 
it would be snatched, as in 1814, from the disastrous triumph of 
military usurpation. 

In directing you, M. le Comte, to communicate to the Mini- 
sters of his Most Catholici Majesty the sentiments developed in 
this despatch, his Majesty is willing to believe that neither his 
intentions nor those of his allies will be misinterpreted. In Tain 
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will maleroleiice endeftvour to represe&t them in the light of foreign 
interference^ which seeks to dictate laws to Spain. 

To express the desire of seeing a protracted misery terminate^ 
to snatch from the same yoke an unhappy Monarch, and one of 
the first among European nations^ to stop the effusion of hlood, 
and to facilitate the re-establishment of an order of things at once 
wise and national^ is certainly not attacking the independence of 
a country^ nor establishing a right of intervention against which 
any Power whatever would have reason to protest. If his Impe*- 
rial Majesty had other views, it would rest with him and his allies 
to let the Spanish revolution complete its work. Very soon every 
germ of prosperity, of wealthy and of power, would be destroyed 
in the Peninsula ; and if the Spanish nation can suppose these 
hostile designs to be entertained, they should look for the proof of 
their existence in the indifference and the inaction of their allies; 

The reply that will be made to the present Declaration must 
decide questions of the very highest importance. Your instructions 
from this day will point out the determination that you are to 
make, if the dispositions of the public authority at Madrid reject 
the means which are offered for securing to Spain a future tran- 
quillity, and an imperishable glory. 

Despatch of M. the Prince de Metternlch, to the Charge d^Af-^ 
f aires of Austria, at Madrid, dated Verona, the \4sth Decern" 
her, 1822. 

The situation in which the Spanish monarchy finds itself, in 
consequence of the events which have transpired in that State 
during the last two years, was an object of too paramount im- 
portance not to have seriously occupied the attration of the Ca- 
binets assembled at Verona. The Emperor, our august master^ 
has desired that you should be informed of the view which he 
takes of this momentous question, and it is to fulfil his desire that 
I address to you the present despatch. 

The revolution of Spain was judged by us from its origin. 
Conformably to eternal decrees, good can never arise to States 
any more tnan to individuals from a disregard of the first duties 
imposed upon man in social order : the amelioration of the con- 
dition of subjects should not be commenced by criminal illusions, 
by perverting opinion, and by mialea^ng the conscience; and 
military revolt can never form tlie basis of a happy and durable 
government. 

The revolution of Spain, considered solely in regard to the 
destructive influence which it has exercised over the kingdoDi 
which has experience JJ it, would be an event worthy the undivided 
attention ana interest' of foreign Sovereigi^; for the prosperity 
or the ruin of one of the most interesting States of Europe cannot 
be^ in their eyes, an indifferent alternative; only the enemies of 
Spain, if possibly she have any, could be capable of regarding, un*- 
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mbred^ the' coDvulsions which prey upon her. A just repugnaaoe^ 
howeFer^ to meddle with the iDternal affairs of aa indepepdent 
nation^ would perhaps influence these SoFereigns not to pro- 
nounce on the situation of Spain^ if the evil operated by her rcFo- 
lution was concentrated^ or could be concentrated^ within her 
territorial limits. But this is not the case; this revolution^ even 
before it arrived at maturity^ had been the cause of great disasters 
in other States -, it was this revolution, which by the contagion of 
its principles and of its e^iample, and by the intrigues of its prin- 
cipal partisans, created the revolutions of Naples a,nd Piedmont *, 
it was this revolution which would have excited insurrection 
throughout Italy, menaced France^ and compromised Germany^ 
but for the intervention of the Powers which preserved Europe 
from this new conflagration. Every where the destructive means 
employed in Spain to prepare and consummate the revolution 
have served as a model to those who flattered themselves that 
they were paving the way to new conquests ^ Every where the 
Spanish Constitution has become the rallying point, and the war 
whoop of faction, combined alike against the security of thrones, 
and the repose of subjects. 

The dangerous impulse which the Spanish revolution had given 
to the whole south of Europe placed Austria under the painful 
necessity of having recourse to measures which ill accorded with 
the pacific course which she would desire invariably to pursue. 
She has witnessed a portion of Jier dominions surrounded by 
sedition, and fettered by incendiary plots, and on the very eve of 
being attacked by conspirators, whose first efforts were directed 
against the frontiers. It was only by great efforts and great 
sacrifices that Austria succeeded in re-establishing tranquillity 
in Italy, and in defeating projects, the success of wJiich would 
have been any thing but indifferent, as to the fate of her own 
provinces. Besides, in the questions relative to Spain, his Im- 
perial Majesty cannot do otherwise than support the same prin^ 
ciples which he has always so decidedly manifested. Even in the 
absence of any direct danger to the people confided to his care, 
the Emperor will never hesitate to disavow and reprove what be 
thinks false and culpable, in regard to the general interests of 
human society. Faithful to the system of preservation and peace, 
for the maintenance of which he has contracted inviolable engage- 
ments with his august Allies, his Majesty will never cease to con- 
sider disorder and subversions, wliatever portion of Europe may 
. be the victim of them, as an object of deep solicitude for all 
governments ; and whenever the Emperor can mal<e his views 
manifest amid the tumult of these deplorable crises, he shall think 
that he has fulfilled a duty with which no consideration can in- 
duce him to dispense. It would be difficult for me to believe^ 
M. Count, that the declared judgment of his Imperial Majesty 
on the events which are passing in Spain can.be misunderstood or 
misinterpreted in that country. No object of private interest. 
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no conflict of reciprocal pretension^ no sentiment of mistrust or 
jealousy^ can inspire in our Cabinet an idea in opposition to the 
welfare of Spain. 

The House of Austria has only to turn to the annals of its own 
history, to find the most powerful motives of attachment, regard, 
and good-will towards a nation, which may, with just pride, recall 
those centuries of glorious memory, in which her sun of grandeur 
never set ; towards a nation, which, powerful in respectable in- 
stitutions, hereditary virtues, religious sentiments, and in love to- 
her Kings, has rendered herself illustrious in every age by a 
patriotism always loyal, always generous, and very often heroic. 
During a period still recent, this nation astonished the world by 
the courage, devotion, and perseverance, which she opposed to the 
ambitious usurper, who endeavoured to deprive her of her monarch 
and her laws ; and Austria will never forget how useful was the 
noble resistance of the Spanish nation, at a time of great danger 
to herself. 

It is not to Spain, either as a nation or as a power, that can be 
applied the severe language which is dictated to his Imperial 
Majesty by his conscience and his love of truth ; it applies only 
to those who have ruined and disfigured, and who persist in pro* 
longing her sufierings. 

On meeting his august Allies at Verona, his Majesty the Em- 
peror has had the happiness. again to find in their councils the 
same tutelary and disinterested dispositions which have constantly 
guided his own. The tone of the despatches which will be ad- 
dressed to Madrid will vouch for this fact, and will leave no doubt 
of the sincere anxiety of the Powers to serve the cause of Spain, 
by demonstrating to her the necessity of pursuing a different 
course. It is certain that the grievances which oppress her have 
lately augmented in fearful progression. The most vigorous 
measures, the most hazardous expedients, can no longer give 
authority to her administration. Civil war rages in several of 
her provinces ; her relations with the greatest portion of Europe 
are deranged or suspended ; and her relations with France have 
even assumed so problematical a character as to justify serious 
disquietude respecting the consequences which may thence result. 

Would not such a state of things justify the most fatal fore- 
bodings } 

Every Spaniard, who knows the real state of his country, ought 
to feel that, in order to burst the fetters which now bind the 
monarch and his subjects, Spain must terminate that state of 
separation which has been the result of late events. The rela- 
tions of confidence and sincerity must be re-established between^ 
her and the other governments -, relations which, by guaranteeing, 
on the one hand, her firm intention to associate herself in the com- 
mon cause of the European monarchs, may, on the other hand, 
furnish the means of estimating her real will, and of rejecting 

c 
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every thing calculated to pervert and restrain it. But to attain 
this end, it is especially indispensable that her King should be 
free, not only as regards that personal liberty which every indi- 
vidual may claim under the reign of the laws, but that liberty 
which a Sovereign ought to enjoy in order to discharge his high 
vocation. The King of Spain will be free from the moment that 
he shall have the power of putting an end to the evils which 
afflict his subjects, of restoring order and peace in his kingdom, 
of surrounding himself with men equally worthy of his confidence 
by their principles and talents, and finally, of substituting for a 
regime, acknowledged to be impracticable even by those whom 
egotism or pride still attaches to it, an order of things in which 
the rights of the monarch shall be happily blended with the real 
interests and legitimate views of all classes of the nation. When 
this moment shall arrive, Spain, wearied by long sufferings, may 
flatter herself with re-entering into full possession of the advan- 
tages which Heaven has allotted her, and which the noble character 
of her inhabitants insures to her ; then will she be restored to 
those relations which unite her to all the European Powers ; and 
his Imperial Majesty will congratulate himself upon having no- 
thing left to oflfer her but the wishes which he entertains for her 
prosperity, and all the good services which he may have it in his 
power to render to an ancient friend and ally. 

You will, M. Count, make of this despatch a use the most 
appropriate to the circumstances in which you may find yourself 
on receiving it. You are authorized to read it to the Minister of 
Foreign Affairs, as well as to give him a copy, should he ask it. 

Despatch from M. the Count de Bemstoffto the Prussian Charge 
^Affairs at Madrid, dated Verona, Nov, 22, 1822. 

Sir, — Among the objects which fixed the attention and de- 
manded the anxious solicitude of the Sovereigns and Cabinets 
assembled at Verona, the situation of Spain, and its relations with 
the rest of Europe, have occupied'the first place. 

You know the interest which the King, our august master, has 
never ceased to take in his Catholic Majesty, and in the Spanish 
nation. 

This nation, so distinguished by the loyalty and energy of its 
character, illustrious from so many ages of glory and virtue, and 
always so celebrated for the noble devotion and heroic perseverance 
which made it triumph over the ambitious and despotic designs 
of the usurper of the French throne, possesses claims too venerable 
and too solid to the interests and regard of all Europe, to permit 
that its Sovereigns can view with indifference the miseries that 
actually oppress it, and those with which it is menaced. 

An event the most deplorable has subverted the ancient basis 
of. the Spanish monarchy; compromised the character of the 
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nation; and attacked and poisoned public prosperity in its very 
sources. 

A revolution^ which sprung from military revolt, has suddenly 
broken all the bonds of duty, overthrown all legitimate order, and 
dissolved the elements of the social edifice, which cannot fall with- 
out covering the whole country with its ruins. 

It was thought possible to replace this edifice by extorting 
from a Sovereign, already despoiled of all real authority and of 
all free will, the re-establishment of the Constitution of the Cortes 
of the year 1812 ; which, confounding all elements and all power, 
and assuming only the single principle of a permanent and legal 
opposition against the government, necessarily destroyed that 
central and tutelary authority which constitutes the essence of 
the monarchical system. 

The consequences have fully made known to the Spanish nation 
what are the fruits of so fatal an error. 

The revolution, that is to say, the letting loose of every passion 
against the ancient order of things, far from being stopped, 
checked, or modified, has developed itself in a manner at once 
rapid and terrifying. 

The government, powerless and paralysed, had no longer the 
means of either doing good or preventing evil. All its powers were 
found concentrated, accumulated, and confounded in one single 
Assembly) this Assembly presented only a conflict of opinions 
and viewsi of interests and of passions, in the midst of which pro- 
positions and revolutions of the most heterogeneous kind, were 
constantly produced, resisted, or neutralized. The ascendency 
of the fatal doctrines of a disorganizing philosophy could not but 
augment the general delusion, until at last, as might naturally be 
expected, every notion of sound policy was abandoned for vain 
theories, and every sentiment of justice and moderation sacrificed 
to the dreams of fallacious liberty. From that moment insti- 
tutions, established under the pretence of offering securities 
against the abuse of authority, became merely the instruments of 
injustice and violence, and the means of covering this tyrannical 
system with an appearance of legality. 

Without the slightest hesitation the most venerable and sacred 
rights were abolished; lawful , property was violated; and the 
Church was strippied of its dignity, its prerogatives, and its pos- 
sessions. It may be thought that a despotic power, 4^rcised by 
a faction only to the injury of the country, would soop have fallen 
to pieces, if delusive declamations from the tribune, ferocious 
outcries from the clubs, and the licentiousness of the press, had 
not kept down public opinion, and stifled the voice of that sound 
and reasonable part of the Spanish nation, which Europe was 
well aware formed an immense majority. But the measure of 
injustice was filled, and the patience of faithful Spaniards appeared 
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at kneth to be exhausted. On all sides disoontentB burst forth, 
and whole provinces became the prey of civil war. 

In the midst of this dreadful agitation, the Sovereign of the 
country was seen reduced to an absolutely powerless state, de- 
prived of all liberty of aetion and of will, a prisoner in his capital, 
separated from all his faithful servants, who still remained at- 
tached to him, loaded with insults and contumely, and exposed, 
from day to day, to attempts which, if the faction did not provoke 
them, at least they had retained no means of preventing. 

You, sir, who have witnessed the origin, the progress, and the 
consequences of the revolution of the year 1820, can testify that 
there is nothing exaggerated in the picture of it which I have 
thus rapidly traced. Things have now reached that crisis, that 
the Sovereigns assembled at Verona at length feel themselves 
compelled to inquire what are now, and what will hereafter be, 
the nature of their relations with Spain. 

It might have been hoped, that the dreadful calamity with 
which Spain was attacked would prove a crisis of a nature cal- 
culated to bring back that ancient monarchy to an order of thin^ 
compatible with its own welfere, and with relations of friendship 
and confidence between itself and the other States of Europe. 
But this hope has been hitherto frustrated. The moral state of 
Spain is at the present moment such that her relations with 
Foreign Powers must necessarily be doubtful and uncertain. 
Doctrines, subversive of all social order, are openly preached and 
protected. Insults, directed against the principal Sovereigns of 
Europe, fill with impunity the public journals. The Revolu- 
tionists of Spain disperse their emissaries, in order to associate 
with themselves in their pernicious labours whatever conspirators 
may be found in foreign countries against public order and legi- 
timate authority. 

The inevitable effect of so many disorders has particularly 
manifested itself in the change of relations between Spain and 
France. The irritation which has resulted is of a nature calcu- 
lated to create the most just apprehensions as to the maintenance 
of peace between the two countries. This circumstance alone 
would be sufficient to determine the assembled Sovereigns to break 
silence upon a state of things which every day threatens to com- 
promise the tranquillity of Europe. 

Is the^lpanish Government willing, or is it able, to apply a 
remedy to^vils so palpable and so notorious ? Will it, and can 
it, prevent or repress the hostile consequences and the insulting 
provocations which arise with regard to Foreign Governments, 
from the position in which the Revolution has placed it, and from 
the system which it has established } 

We conceive that nothing can be more contrary to the inten- 
tions of his Most Catholic Majesty, than to see himself placed 
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in a situation so extremely painful with* respect to Foreign Sove- 
reigns ; but it is precisely because this Monarchy who is the only 
authentic and legitimate organ of communication between Spain 
and the other Powers of Europe, finds himself deprived of his 
liberty^ and restrained in his wil]> that those Powers consider their 
relations with Spain to be compromised and deranged. 

It is not for Foreign Courts to judge what institutions would 
harmonize best with the character^ the manners, and the real 
wants of the Spanish nation ; but it does indubitably belong to 
them to judge of the consequences which experiments of this kind 
produce with regard to themselves^ and to regulate by those con- 
sequences their Aiture .determinations^ and their future positions^ 
with regard to Spain. No\^ the King, our master^ is oi opinion^ 
that^ in order to preserve, and re-establish on a solid foundation^ 
his relations with Foreign Powers, the Spanish Government can- 
not do less than give to these last unequivocal proofs of the liberty 
of his Catholic Majesty, and an adequate guarantee of its dis- 
position and of its ability to remove the causes of our regret^ and 
of our too just inquietude respecting it. 

The King orders you, sir^ not to conceal this opinion iron the 
Spanish Minister^ to read to him this despatch^ to leave a copy of 
it in his hands^ and to request him to explain himself frankly and 
clearly upon the points to which it refers. 



ANSWERS OF THE SPANISH GOVERNMENT. 



To the Minister Plenipotentiary of his Catholic Majesty at 
Paris, 8ic. 

The Government of his Catholic Majesty has just received 
the communication of a Note sent by his Most Christian Majesty 
to his Ambassador at this Court, and of which your Excellency 
will receive a copy for your information. 

The Government of his Catholic Majesty has few observations 
to make upon this Note 5 but, in order that your Excellency may 
not be embarrassed as to the line of conduct you ought to pursue 
under these circumstances, it has deemed it its duty frankly to 
state to you its sentiments and resolutions. 

The Spanish Government has never been ignorant that the 
institutions spontaneously adopted by Spain, would excite the 
jealousy of several of the Cabinets of Europe, and that they 
would be the object of deliberation at the Congress of Verona. 
But, firm in its principles, and resolved, at every sacrifice, to 
defend its present political system, and the national independence, 
it has tranquilly awaited the result of this Congress. 

Spain is governed by a Constitution promulgated, accepted. 
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and sworn -to in 1812, tind recognized by all the Powers who 
assembled themselres in Congress at Verona. 

Perfidious Counsellors prevented his Catholic Majesty, Fer- 
dinand VII.^ from swearing, on his return to Spain^ to this fun- 
damental Code, which the whole nation desirea, and which was 
destroyed by force, without any remonstrance on the part of 
the Powers who had recognisea it 3 but an experience of six 
years, and the general will, engaged his Majesty in 1820 to con- 
form to the views of Spaniards. 

It was not a military insurrection that established this new 
order of things at the commencement of the year 1 820. The 
courageous men who so decidedly declared themselves in the Isle 
of Leon, and successively in other provinces, were only the organs 
of general opinion, and of the desires of the whole nation. 

It was natural that a change of this nature should make some 
disaffected ; it is an inevitable consequence of all reform which 
has for its object the diminution of abuses. In all nations there 
are individuals who can never accustom themselves to the yoke of 
reason and justice. 

The Army of Observation, which the French Government 
maintains at the foot of the Pyrenees cannot calm the disorders 
which afflict Spain. Experience, on the contrary, has proved 
that the existence of this sanatory cordon (recently transformed 
into an Army of Observation), has only increased the hopes of 
the fanatics who have pr<^)agated the cry of rebellion in our pro- 
vinces, by cherishing the idea of an immediate invasion of our 
territory. 

The principles, the views, or the fears, which have influenced 
the conduct of the Cabinets which assembled at Verona, cannot 
serve as a guide to the Spanish Government. It abstains, for the 
moment, from making any reply to that portion of the instruc- 
tions of M. the Count de Lagarae, which emanates and relates to 
.the said Congress. 

The days of calm and of tranquillity, which the Government 
of hisL Most Christian Majesty wishes to the Spanish nation, the 
latter does not less anxiously desire for herself and her Govern- 
ment. Both being persuaded that the remedy can only be the 
work of time and perseverance, they are, as they are bound to do, 
making every effort to accelerate their useful and salutary effects. 

The Spanish Government appreciates the offer made to it by 
his Most Christian Majesty, to contribute all in his power to its 
happiness ; but it is persuaded, that the means and the precau- 
tions which his Majesty adopts can produce only contrary results. 

The aid which the French Government ought, at the pre- 
sent moment, to give to that of Spain is purely negative ; to dis- 
solve its Army of the Pyrenees, repulse the ^ctious enemies of 
Spain who take refuge in France, and .oppose itself, in the most 
energetic manner, against all those who indulge in defaming, in 
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the most shameful manner, the Government of his Catholic Ma- 
jesty, as also the institutions-of Spain and her Cortes. This is 
what the right of nations demands — a right respected hy those 
States in which civilization reigns. 

To say that France desires the welfare of Spain and her tran- 
quillity, whilst firebrands like these, which fJeed the evils that 
afflict her, are kept continually flaming, is to faJf into an abyss of 
contradictions. 

Whatever may be the determination which the Government 
of his Most Christian Majesty may deem it expedient to come to 
under these circumstances, that of his Majesty will be to continue 
tranquilly in the path traced out to it by its duty, the justice of 
its cause, and the character of firmness and attachment to con- 
stitutional principles, which eminently distinguish the nation, 
at the head of which it is placed, and without entering, for the 
moment, into an analysis of the hypothetical and ambiguous ex- 
pressions contained in the in^ructions sent to the Count de La- 
garde, it concludes that the repose and prosperity of the nation, 
as also every thing which may increase the elements of her wel- 
fare, ought to interest no Power more anxiously than herself/ 
that her motto and the rule of her present and future conduct 
are, constant, attachment to the Constitution of 1812, peace with 
all natibns, and especially the never admitt,ing the right of any 
Power whatever to interfere in her aflairs. 

Your Excellency is authorized to read this Note to* the Mini- 
ster of Foreign Affairs, and to give him a copy, if he require it. 
Your judgment and prudence will suggest to you the firm con- 
duct, a conduct worthy of Spain, which you ought to pursue at 
this moment. 

Such are the communications which his Majesty^ orders me to 
make to you. 

(Signed) Evaristo San Miguel. 



The following " Circular^' was sent to the Plenipotentiaries of 
his Catholic Majesty, residing at the Courts of Berlin^ Vienna, 
and St. Petersburgh, 

It would be unworthy the Spanish Government to answer the 
Notes of Russia, Austria, and Prussia, because they are only a 
tissue of lies and calumnies ; it confines itself to making known 
to you its intentions. 

1. The Spanish nation is governed by a Constitution which 
was solemnly recognised by the Emperor of Russia, in 1812. 

2. The Spaniards, friends to their country, proclaimed, at the 
beginning of the y6ar 1812, this Constitution, which was abo- 
lished solely by violence, in 1814. 
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3. The Constitutional King of Spain freely exercises the 
powers vested in him by the fundamental code. 

4. The Spanish nation does not in any way interfere with the 
institutions and internal regime of other nations. 

5. The remedy for all the evib which may afflict the Spanish 
nation only concerns herself. 

6. The evils which she experiences are not the effect of the 
Constitution, but of the efforts of the enemies who endeavour to 
destroy her. 

7. The Spanish nation will never, admit the right of any Power 
to interfere in her affairs. 

The Government will never deviate from the line traced out 
to it by its duties, the national honour, and by its unalterable at- 
tachment to the Constitution sworn to in 1812. 

I authorize you to communicate verbally this paper to the 
Minister of Foreign Affairs of the Power to which you are accre- 
dited, and to deliver him a copy, if be require it. 

His Majesty hopes that the prudence, the zeal, and the patrio- 
tism which distinguish you will suggest a firm conduct, such as 
is worthy of the Spanish name under present circumstances. 
This is what I h|ive ^ honour to communicate to your Excel- 
lency, by order of his Majesty. 

I renew to you the assurances, &c. 
(Signed) Evaristo St. Miguel. 



THE END. 
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